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The 50 - State Strategy
Aguide to production incentives across America

By Todd Longwell

ALASKA dCed.state.ak.usloedlfllm
· 30% transferable tax credit on In­

state spend
· Additional 10% for wages paid to
state Il!SIdl!ntS
· Additional 2% for fllrma In a rural
al1!a: another 2% for fIImq
betwel!n OCt. 1and MaIth 30

· Sloo.000 mintnun In-state spend

ALABAMA alabamafllm.OII
· 25% tax credit on In-statl! spend.l!XCluc:IIrW
payroll and benefits paid to Alabama Il!SI­

dents
•35% rebate on all payroll expenses paid to

residents when they are more S500.000 but
and less than S10 million

. 25%-35%credit or rHlatl! for Quallfled
production for expenses Il!Iated to dl!vl!top­

IIllI soundtracks
.Prosram capped at S7.5 million for 2010

and S10 million for 2011 and bl!yond

ARIZONA altOll'lT1l!ll:I!.(OITVfKm

•30% tJansfl!rlIbIe, I1OM!fundable tax crl!dlt
for prtllLoctlons ITlOI! than S1 million. 20% for
pn:x1lctIons S250.000-S1 million
· S250.000 minlnUn In-state spend
•50% of the Ml-tlme l!f11Ilklyel!s worldllllln
state rTlJst be Artzona Il!5Idents

· Only salat1l!5 of state n!S1dl!nts and In-statl!
expendltun!S count toward credit

ARKANSAS arkan5asedc.comI
bUSIness-dl!YeIopment/at1lansas-film­

commsSlOn.aspll
· 15% rHlate on all QUaIIfled productions in

state
•AdditIonal 10% payroll rHlatl! for certail
cast rrembers and below-~Ine crew who
are full-tim! state II!Sldents
· S50.000 mtnlmum spend

CALIFORNIA film.ca.pl
· 20% tax credit for feature fllms (S1 million-

FURNISHEDQUARTERS·
The Hotel Alternative. Stay Different.·

NEW YOIII NEW JEISIlI MlSSACHusms IWall.WIIE
1 80050575991 fumishedquarters.com

11.18.01

'Mention this act to r8ClltVe 10% oH your nextl'llSeNation. New _atiens only. 30 Day minImum stays. Valid through JanuatY 31. 2010.
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MADE IN AMERICA

special report

NEW MEXICO
nmfIIm.com

· 25% state till rebate for resident cast
and crew and In-state rentals, purchases
and services
· EJecIlJdes norvt!5Ident crew, but includes
thelr per diem and houslna
· 55 niUllln credit cap for all performInR
artists
· No other caps or minimums

· 50% will! reimbursement Pf'OIram for
on-the-job trainlna of Il!5ldents in select
below ttll! line positions

. loan program for up to 515 million for
fully coilaterllUzl!d projects more than

52 million with 85% of principal photlll"

raphy In state

NEBRASKA fIIrmet1ras1la.OII
No IncentIW5

NEVADA nevadafMm.com
No IncentIW!5

NEW HAMPSHIRE nhoP/fiIm
No IncentIW!5

NEW JERSEY nrfllm.OII
· 20% transferable till credit on qualified
production expenses
, At least 60llIt of the tlJtaI expenses of I

project. exclusive of postproductton costs.
rrAJSt be for In-state SOOdS and seMc!s
·PrlrQaIIlhotoIrallhY must beIIn wItI*l
ISO days after the approval of ttll! credlt
application
· Nonn!sIdent labor quaIIfles

· BusIness till credit equal to 20% of dIaJ­
tal meda production expenses
·~ from 7% state sales till for

IkJlt/1ase5 of quaUf\ed tanaJblt
property

MONTANA
montanatilm.com

·14% refundable till
cl1!dlt for Montana
labor. appIled to the
first 5SO,000 worth
of wlll!S paid per
state resident
·9% refundable till
cn!dIt on In-state
spend

· Fn!(! production offlce fumltUll! and traf·

fIc contml-.
. No sales till
, No caps or minimum spend

NEW YORK nylOYl!5film.com
, 30% refundable state tax credit, capped
at 575 million a year
· Additional 5% New York City tax cl1!dlt,
capped at 530 million ayear

· 75% of production's facility expenses
must be In state

MARYLAND~

· 25% rebat!! on total direct produc­
tion costs Incuned In state
· $500,000 n1nlrrun 5perld

SO'lb or more of~ rrAJSt talce
place In stat!!

· Nonn!sldent saIarles Included
, SaIartl!5In I!lID!5Sof SI mIIIon I!lOJded

MISSISSIPPI flll'IYnissIssippi

· 20% Il!bateon in-state spend

· 20% Il!bateon nonresldent payroll; 25%
rebate on payroll for~ wt10 ha'A!
resided In state six months at time project

QUaIIftes for program - both capped at SI
milUon per IndlvtduaI
· $20,000 minimum spend; sa mKUon
per-orojKt cap; S20 mllUon annual cap

· Sales tax exemption (7%) on production
goods

· Sales tax reductton (5.5%) on all film
equipment

MINNESOTA rmtImtv.oll
,15%cash rebatI!on In-stat!spend for
productions

with budIIets
Il!SSthan

S5 million. 20% for 55
mlUlon and up
. Only

eJqll!I'dttns

for resIdI!nt
castlcrewand in­
state Yl!Ildcn qualify

MICHIGAN 1T1lcI1ipnfImot.lJrl
, 40% l1!fundable till credlt on in-stat!!
spend

· AdlItIonaI2'llI credltIf~ In one of
the 103 deslInated (ore CorTmJnItIes
· Mtchtpn crew n!lmIu5ed at 40% (plus

2% In Core Cormu1ItIesI nomsIdent
beIow-the-IInl!oewat~
· 52 million saIaIy cap per l!II"CllOvI!e
· $SO,OOO"**'Un In-stat! spend

· No iI1IIIlII cap

MISSOURI motilm.OII

· 35% transfl!rable. nonl1!fundable till
credit on in-state spend

· Mfninun spend 5SO,000 for projects 29
minutes and shorter. 5100.000 for proj­

ects 10I1llI!l' than 30 minutes

· Program Is capped at $4.5 mlllion

MASSACHUSETTSma~
. 25% production tillad

· Can be applied to a tax 1labllIty.
I1!deemldat 90% from stat!!or sold to
thilt! party

· Only ftI5t 7J episodes per year of t1!IN­
sian sertes can qualify

· 5SO,OOO"**'un spend
, 50%ofbudIet rrAJSt be spent In stat!!

KANSAS ftlrnkans.1s.com
No inCentlW5

KENTUCKY kyftImoffice.com
· 20% I1!fundable tax credit
· MIniITun In-state spend $500.000 for

features. $200.000 for COlTVT1l!lCials

and 5SO.000 for documen­
la1le5 and still! productions

LOUISIANA lafilm.Ol'll
, 30% tax credit on in-state

spend

· A~the-llne resident and nonresident
labor costs QUalify

· 5% additional till credit for first 51 mil·
lion of each louisiana resident's waaes
, Credit can be redeemed with the state at

85% face value
· 5300,000 minimum spend

· No per project cap

INDIANA llImindlana.com
· 15% A!fundabIe credit on in-state spend

· 5100,000 n1nImum spend; 5SO,000
minimum or rrosIc vldeoslrecordl~

$5 mllUon annual cap

IOWA iowalifechanging.com/film
IncentlYe PIOlP'am suspended Indefinitely

ILLINOIS i1linoisfllm.blz

· 30% till credlt for in-state spend

· 30% till credit on IUlnois salaries up to
5100,000 per WOlla!r
· llcnJs15%credlt for wqe paid to stat!!

residents IIvtnIIn an~ aIM

· MlniITun spend SSO,OOO for proIects 29
mInut1!5 and under; 5100,000 for IlltIIectS
lonll!l' than 30 mlnut1!s

· ProductIon companles mala!a"1QOd
faith" effort to hi1! a percentale of
minorities

IDAHO fImidaho.com

No lncentlW5

MAINE ftlmlnmainP..com
· Rebate of 10% of out-of-state employee

wages; 12% for Maine resldent waaes

HAWAII
hawallfllmofflce.com/
· Refundable till credit of15%
(OahuI to 20% (aU other

IslandsI
·sa million cap per pr0­

duction
· 5200,000 mini­
mum spend

· 80% Income till
credit for state
tlllpayf!lS wt10
inwst Ina "quaD­
fled high-teehnoIOlIY bI.rslnm" that pr0­

duces performIna arts PlOductS

CONNECTICUT www.etflm.com
. 30% transfl!rable till credlt on
SOOdS and services used wlthrt

ttll! state,lM!rIlf
pulthased else­

where
. Only SO'lb of costs

1ncUlT1!d outside of
state qualify

. $SO.OOO mlnlnun
spend

, 515 miUlon cap on IndMdual
salaries

COLORADO coloradotlm.Oll
·10% n!bate on the beIow-ttll!-llnt!costs
,75% ofbeIow-~budaet rrAlSt be
spent with state buslnesses
·15llllof crew ITlISt be h111!d In state

FLORIDA
filminflorida,com

·20%cas/1
rebate of dIK­
inR ttll! off5ea­
son (June I-Nov.
30I for most pr0­

ductions; 15% the rest of the year

· Addtt1onal2% rebate for family­
friendly productions meetina speclflc
critella

$75 million~I, movte of ttll! week or
rTinlsertes (5500,000 mInlnun bud&etI,
and new basic cable TV 5l!l1es (51 mlUlon
mlninun bucllI!t)
· 25% till CI1!dIt for TV 5l!l1es that limed
prPitcus seasons outside of Callfomla and

indepei iderIt fltm with IIudaets of 51 mil·
llon-510 million produced by companies

not IlUbIIcIy traded company or more than
25% owned by publicly tradedc~

DELAWARE
,~.p/serviceY~

No 1ncentM!s

GEORGIA
~ia.OfgIEntertaJr1rT'entlndustryl

· Base 20% tax credit
· Transferable once to multiple taxpayl!lS
· Additional 10% tax credit if a production
includes a Qualified Georgia promotion

· $500.000 minimum spend through
single or multiprojects in single

year

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
film.dc.gov/filmt
·RI!fundable srant eQUivalent to 10% of

~ quaUfled expenses or 100% of sales and
use taxes paid to ttll! d1stlict on quallfled
expenditules - whichlM!I amount IS

smalIIr
· Minimum $500.000 spend and IIYe days

fI~InDC
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WYOMING WJUi.Ii..,..LOtI
· 12%-15%cash I1!bate for In-statl! spend
· S5OO,ooo mIniTUn spend

WISCONSIN I'ItnM5olrIWulI
· 25% n!Iundable tal cll!dt on chct~
ductlon expenditures

· 25% IIM'stment tax cll!dt for Inwstq
in W1sconYHlased productions

15% state Incornt! tax cll!dlt for capttaI
Investmentsused to start aPtOductIon- .

based business In
stata

WEST VIRGINIA wvftm.a.m
, 27% trclnsf1!rabIe.1lClI1ft!IIJnda tal

credit onlrt-statl! spend

· Addlttonal4% credit 10 or I'tlln stata
resldents~ full tiTle
· 525,000 minltnlm In-state spend
· No per-project cap

· $10 rnwon annual cap for IIfOlIIiIIt

VIRGINIA1Im~
. The GcM!mor'sMotion PIct\n!

OpportunIty Fund provtdes a
pertormance-based cash

rebate at the penor's dls­
cretion

\.

800.545.9871'
nmfiIm.cOIll
info@nm.61~com

"

WASHINGTON
Wl5llietDllII'~

. 20%r1!batl! for In-stalI!
spnland Il!5ldlI1t~witha

WIllI!capatS250.000
.MIrinun~ ssoo.ooo tor11m.
$300.000 fIlr TV. S15O.OOO for CllITITlI!fdaIs
.US mIlIonamuaI cap for IIfOlIIiIIt

VERMONT Mnlliltllmam
No 1ncentM!s

UTAH lIm.utah.p
. 20% r1!batl! on In-state 5QI!I1d

$1 million ITlinlmJmIn-statespend

•7QClb of paid cast (1nc\udlnlJ extras) must

be Texas residents. except for reality TV
and talk shows

TENNESSEE tn·llowfllm
·13% cash r1!batl! on production experd­
tures. plus an adcItIonal2'lll1f 25% of

cast andcrew are state resk:lents
· AddItIonal2'lll for productlon spending at
least S20.000 per productlonIepisode for
musk: created bot state resldent or recorded
in state. capped at Sloo.000
·A~lhe-ilne A!5Ident wi1/115 capped at
S100.000 "per functJon°1n aproduction

·15% refund on production expenses
__~(om-

panles
headquartered In

state with at
INSt SI million in

Quallfled expenses
. $20 million annual cap

!orprosram

TEXAS
govemor.Slate.tx.U5Itilm

· 5'l\r15% cash rebate on In-state spend
·$250.000 minimum in-state spend
·60% of shootinll days completed in state

· 70% of paid crew must be state resldents

SOUTH DAKOTA f1tmsd.com
·100% refund of state sales. use and
exctsetaxes
· $250.000 minimum In-state 5QI!I1d

SOUTH CAROLINA
scfiImofflc,.coml

. 20% cash r1!bate on

In-state~Wi1II!S
. 10%cash I1!bate up

to $3.500 per
PE!f5OI'I on out­
of-state CI1!W

WlII!5
•OUt-of-state per­
IonTq artists (1ncItJ6.

ina stlrt performers)

l!llallle for theM2~
I1!batl!
•30CIll cil5h r1!batl! onln-state supplier
!XJ)I!I1llItIns

· 20% waif r1!batl! IIlIlIles to saIaItes
less than $1 million that 111! subject

to statewttIVloldIr1I tal
·Pnlcb:tIons with In-sta1l! spend

$150,000 or Il1ft exerT1't from sales and
acc.omnodatIons taxes
·TV serle sIlootqa""""'" of sill
episodes and spendIrw $1 million per haIf­
hour or hour episode IMY qualify for tIw
tuU 20% WlIIIl! r1!bate for nonn!5Idl!nt crew

PENNSYLVANIA fllm.OI'IIlIm
· 25% transf1!rable.11OlVl!fIJndablcd
.60% of total bud&et must be spent In
state
·$15 million l!JIQeIllItIftcapon~~

h!Pl!I'fom*'C~~ or IoiIn-oJt
· $75 million amuaI cap for PItJIflIIll

OREGON oresonfllm.olJ/
•20% rebate onln-state procUtlon 5QI!I1d

· 10% cash rebate for waaes paid on
WOI1l donf in-state
· ~bcIf portion of rebate can be combined

with the GreenIlSht 0n!I0Il proIJIaITl for an
effect return of 16.2%
· Minimum spend of $750.000 for 20%
and 10% of labclf rebate and $1 million for
additional fI.2%labor rebate
· No per production (aQ

· $5 million annual caQ for the prollram
· Additional fI.2%labor credit not capped
· Only first $1 million of individual salaries

eligible

NORTH
CAROLINA
ncfllm.com
•15%talcll!dt (boosted to 25%on.lan. 1)
, $250.000 rmmmspend
, $7.51Ti111on per project cap

· 'NaI!5 of up to $1 rnwon qualify

· No amuaI cap
•7% sales tax It!lUI!d to JClll with sao IIn1It
perltl!m

· Nor1hCarolhl must I'I!C!M0Il5CJ1!Bl01!dt

NORTH DAKOTA ndtourlsm.com
No incentives

OKLAHOMA ol<lahomafllm·OfI
•Rebate of

up to 37% of

ClkIahorna expendi­

tures
. $25.000 minimum
In-state spend

. $50.000 minimum

· If In-state facility 5QI!I1d Is less than $3
mUllan. then 75% of location days must
be In state; If less. the cll!dlt IslI!duced
· PortIon of the pmductton must be shot
at aquaUfled facility

· New Yo!ll City will pay martletJnI and
promotional costs equal to 1%of quaIIfled

expenditures

OHIO www.dlscCM!lllhioflm.co
· 35% moodabIe tal cll!dt onln-state.
residentw.experdtures

· 25%on aU other In-state l!IlIlI!fldltur
Incl~ IlOI'I'e5ldl!nt wi1/115
• $10 mIIlon aareaatecap for IlscaI~
2010: $20 million aarePte cap for flscaI
'fetI20n
· $300.000 minlmJm spend

r. $5 million per PIOductIon cap
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FINTestimony

from:
)ent:
10:
Cc:
Subject:

mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Thursday, February 18, 2010 11 :33 PM
FINTestimony
scott@americanfilmactor.com
Testimony for HB2382 on 2/18/2010 2:00:00 PM

Testimony for FIN 2/18/2e10 2:00:ee PM HB2382

Conference room: 308
Testifier position: support
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Scott Rogers
Organization: Individual
Address: 838 19th Ave. Honolulu, HI
Phone: 808-779-4444
E-mail: scott@americanfilmactor.com
Submitted on: 2/18/2010

LATE TESTIMONY

Comments:
The more we put into building a film industry in Hawai'i, the more we will have a film
industry to divirsify our value. Tourism doesn't last forever and Film making creates well­
paid jobs.


