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I am testifying to support continued funding for Hawai'i Works of Art Special Fund and Hawai'i State Foundation
for Culture and the Arts (HSFCA). I trust you will be able to find a solution to maintain this relatively small but
extremely essential program and state agency through these difficult economic times.

The Hawai'i Works of Art Special Fund has created a unique and visionary core public art collection that enriches our
lives and serves each of us in ways we don't always notice.

Our Children - through placement of art in the schools/HiSAM programs
General Public - through placement of art in state offices, public buildings and parks/changing increasingly scholarly

HiSAM exhibitions
Our Visitor Industry - visual art, music, dance and culture are an important and growing primary attraction for

repeat and new visitors
Our Business Community - core of a creative, innovative atmosphere that encourages existing business and attracts

viable new enterprises across the spectrum from tech to ag

In turn, based on this core public collection, Hawai'i State Foundation for Culture and the Arts (HSFCA) extends this
valuable resource through public access, education for children and adults, promoting understanding, and supporting
the wide reaching business of the arts.

Many of our children only receive exposure to art from HSFCA programs in our schools and other non-profit art
school programs funded by HSFCA.
The world class education needed for the 21st century requires the creative thinking ability the arts provide.
Exposure to the arts improves learning and increases graduations rates. (Oakland School for the Arts has a

1% dropout rate in an area with an average 30% drop out rate.)
Recent International Conferences in the arts have brought tourists, visibility and broadened the image of Hawaii

as a cultural destination.
For everyone dollar of state support, arts and culture organizations bring three to four dollars of non-state

revenue to our economy.

A vital public art agency like HFSCA is integral to successful public education and a vital social and business
environment. It does good things and has the potential to do great things for our state.

Your efforts to find a viable solution to restore the specialized staff so necessary for the efficient and expert
functioning of this agency without putting the Works of Art Special Funds at risk are essential, and are appreciated
by the art community and by the community at large.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Diana Tusher

Artist, Small Businesswoman and Past President, Hawai'i Craftsmen
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Chair Manahan and members of the committees, I am Ronald Yamakawa,

executive director of the State Foundation on Culture and the Arts and I

appreciate the chance to testifY before you on HB 2317.

The SFCA supports the intent of this measure, but with serious reservations.

We acknowledge the intent of this bill to stabilize funding of personnel for

our agency in the wake of losing 11 FTE positions last year.

There are now no positions supported with General funds in our agency.

The National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) has expressed strong concern

about continued federal funding of our programs after this recent reduction

in staffing. We have expressed our strong intention to meet our obligations

to continue receiving the federal funding.

We are working on a reorganization of the agency to do so. We greatly

appreciate the support we've received from the arts community and the
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concern expressed by policymakers. Still, our ability to meet those obligations to the

satisfaction of the NEA is by no means guaranteed.

We do, however, have serious reservations about the integrity of the Works of Art Special

Fund. Over the past 19 years, deposits into the Special Fund averaged approximately $2.9

million per annum. Not only are 15 of the agency's 20 staff positions funded with Special

funds, but a large part of programming and operations (approximately $3 million) are made

possible through Special fund support.

Revenue to the fund was low last year and allotment advices for this year have been

cancelled. With reduced input to the Special Fund we project it will be completely depleted

in two to three years. Adding more positions to be paid by the Special Fund will serve to

quicken its end, making a short-term stopgap solution even shorter. And given the difficulty

one can envision in moving positions back to General funds, we can only see this as a very

wornsome move.

The NEA has clearly registered its concerns regarding the severe decline in State funding for

our agency and the loss of so many positions. Our programs and services are in the process

of being reevaluated; with the possibility of retracting our Federal partnership grant a very

real consequence. Therefore, we must be particularly sensitive to any change in our

enabling legislation.
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We are currently matching the executive director's position and one other administrative

position with Special funds as a result of general fund budget restrictions this year. At this

time, the NEA is evaluating our request to continue funding these administrative and 3

program positions in addition to converting one account clerk position and one clerk

stenographer position to be funded with 50% Federal and 50% Special funds. These are the

only fiscal and clerical support positions for the agency, which numbers 20 staff and 9

commissioners.

The SFCA staff and commissioners, with support from the Department of Accounting and

General Services have conservatively managed the Works of Art Special Fund with careful

consistency so that commissions and exhibitions, in addition to ongoing maintenance and

conservation, can be adequately planned. We have curated a stellar collection of site

specific and relocatable works of art primarily by local artists. In partnership with the DOE,

the Artists in Residence Program impacts students statewide, particularly on the neighbor

islands where access to the arts is limited.

Special funds also provide support for operating the Hawaii State Art Museum CHiSAM).

The museum budgets approximately $600,000 per year for core operations, repairs, and

public programming. An additional $240,000 is spent in collaboration with the DOE for

education programs that serve many of Hawaii's rural and underserved populations.

Programming is increasing in public support, with thousands of people attending every First

Friday event. Through participation in a new program called Art Bento, hundreds of school
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children take part in museum tours followed by specially designed lesson plans that

compliment core curricula.

Revising the law to allow any position to be funded with Special funds will directly and

dramatically compromise the integrity of the law. We strongly believe that positions that do

not serve the intent of the Works of Art Special Fund to integrate art with the built

environment, should not be funded by this source. Not all of our staff serve the Ali in

Public Places Program, just as not all of our staff work to fulfill Federal priorities.

While the SFCA must make every effort to preserve its staffing, we must be true to the law

as well. The Works of Art Special Fund was written for a specific and unique purpose. The

vision of this law allowed for the one percent to benefit future generations of Hawaii's

people and as such, was written to last in perpetuity. The SFCA requests that the

committees consider options that will generate new revenue streams for the agency.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify before you on this measure.
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Public funds are essential to the arts. Without public support, the arts can become the private domain of
an elite ownership. For a functioning democratic society, we must honor the essential role that the arts
play in our economic health. For every one dollar of state support, the arts and culture organizations have
been able to bring three to four dollars of non-state revenue to our economy.

The arts are a key to all learning. Arts education is linked to the creation of neural pathways that connect
our logical left brain with our spatial/imaginative right brain. To build the world class education needed for
our 21 st century civilization, we cannot afford to continue to risk sacrificing a complete education for our
children and our future.

Arts and culture are one of the most unique assets of our peoples in Hawai'i. As a destination of choice
for visitors, all art, music, dance and culture will be irrevocably damaged if Hawai'l becomes a state
without a functioning public arts agency. We must work to find the solution which can restore our State
Foundation on Culture and the Arts. We trust that our wise public leaders will be able to find a solution to
maintain this relatively small but extremely essential state agency.

Sincerely,
Dr. Elizabeth Fisher
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Peter Rosegg-Honolulu, Hawaii-"
Mobile:

Testimony before the
House Committee on Tourism, Culture and International Affairs

Monday, February 1, 2010
8:45 a.m. Conference Room 312

On H.B. 2317 -- Relating to the State Foundation on Culture and the
Arts

By Peter Rosegg

Chair Manahan, Vice Chair Tokioka and members of the committees, I am Peter
Rosegg, Hawaii State Foundation on Culture and the Arts commissioner for
Oahu. I am testifying as an individual. Please excuse the tardiness of this
testimony

While the intent of the legislation is excellent, I have important
reservations that I ask you to consider.

First; I thank those who have offered this proposal for its clear intent to support
the State Foundation by seeking an alternative source of funding for key
positions in these difficult economic times.

As you may know, the HSFCA has lost 11 positions out of about 30 in the last
two years. These losses have clearly threatened the ability of the agency to
carry out programs and services used and appreciated by thousands of people
monthly, from the students in our public schools for whom the only art education
they receive may be through State Foundation to visitors who appreciate the arts
and culture of Hawaii by their visits to the Hawaii State Art Museum. Of course,
untold thousands of people appreciate the art on display in public buildings.

Also threatened are federal and private funding for a range of programs, mostly
providing learning and life enhancing opportunities for students and young

More...
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people that the State Foundation has committed to carrying out.

What you may not know is that the remaining staff of the Foundation, with
strong support of the commissioners, is working hard to reorganize, adjust and
revitalize to meet those commitments to our young people. We appreciate the
support of the arts community, a vibrant and vocal force, to continue our efforts,
as well as many government leaders and policy makers.

Our concern with this well intended legislation is that by funding more positions
from the Works of Art Special Fund risks depleting the fund within just a few
years. Given the political difficulty with reversing this move, that would
effectively bring an end not only to the art in public places program - the first
and perhaps most respected such program in the nation - but also arts
education, vital grants to many, many arts organizations large and small in our
community and the ability to maintain and operate the Hawaii State Art Museum.

The commissioners and staff of the HSFCA have worked hard to conservatively
manage the Works of Art Special Fund and other programs. We have sought
additional private funding when possible and recently worked to reconstitute and
revitalize the Friends of the Hawaii State Art Museum to support programs that
are popular with thousands of Hawaii residents. We have put on hold ambitious
plans to extend the reach of the agency to the Neighbor Islands and to
underserved communities wherever they exist in our islands.

I strongly believe that while we are in a severe fiscal situation right now, this too
shall pass. When it does, we must be sure that the work of the last almost 50
years "to promote, perpetuate, preserve, and encourage culture and the arts,
history and the humanities as central to the quality of life of the people of
Hawaii" is not lost. The foundation must remain strong.

Even in these difficult fiscal time, I personally ask -- and I believe many many
others who have benefited from the work of the Hawaii State Foundation on
Culture and the Arts, including children from end to end of our islands, would ask
-- that you to seek other revenue streams for the agency rather than put the
Works of Art Special Funds at risk.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

###

000026


