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COUNTRY CLUB VILLAGE, PHASE 2 
ASSOCIATION OF APARTMENT OWNERS 

1060 Ala Napunani Street 
Honolulu, HI 96818 

HAWAII STATE SENATE-REGULAR SESSION 2010 
COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE AND CONSUMER PROTECTION 

March 23, 2010 
9:45 AM, Conference Rm. 229 

SB 2197, HD1, SD1-RELATINGTO CONDOMINIUMS 

Chair Sen. Rosalyn Baker, V. C. Sen. David Y. Ige and Committee Members: 

Good Morning. My name is Dante K. Carpenter, President of Country Club Village, Phase 2, 
Association of Apartment Owners (CCV, Phase 2, AOAO). Our Association continues to 
explore the means by which solar and/or wind energy systems may be incorporated in Two (2) 
21-story Hi-Rise structures with 469 units to reduce the cost of energy to its owners in the Salt 
Lake area. 

I speak in strong support of SB 2197, HD 1, SD 1 Relating to Condominiums, which will give 
boards of directors authority to allow the installation of solar or wind energy devices on the 
common elements of condominiums, by amending HRS Chapter 514. 

We wish to commend the authors of this forward thinking measure and support its intent to 
reduce the homeowner's cost of electricity as well as reducing Hawaii's dependency on fossil 
fuels for energy purposes in the future. 

We strongly recommend passage ofSB 2197, HD1, SD. 

Mahalo a nui loa. 
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1001 Bishop SLreeL, Suite 780 
IIonolulu, Hawaii 968:t3-34"(() 
March 22, 2010 

COMMITTEE ON COMMRRCE AND CONSUMERPROTUCTION 
REGARDING I-lOUSE HI LL 2'197, HDl, SDl 

I learing Dclte : 
Time 
Place 

TUESDAY, March 23, 2010 
9:45 i:l.m. 

COI'l:fcrC'.1lce J{oo III 229 

Sel1..:'ltor Baker and Members of the Con) mi Llee, 

#6520 P.002 /003 

My name is Ju1m. Morris and T am tE>_o;tifying in. favor of HB 2'197 HDl, SD1. I have 
been involved wilh cOl1dominiurils since 19MB, when I .served as the (irsL cOll<..iomil"riunl 
spedalist with th.e .Hawaii real cstate cOl'Iuniss·ion (rrom 19S8 to 1991). Since Lhen, I have 
served as an attorney advising condominium associ.ations . 

. As lhE') pl'eamble to the bill indicales, a few yCaI'S ago, the I.egislaturc lUllel1c..ied the 
law to makC' it casier for ind.ividual owl1crs to insLall solar energy devices on the commOll 
elemenls or their condollwuwll projects. HB 2197 IID1, S[JI pmposes to create the same 
opportunities .for bOal'ds of directors to insLaU solar cn~rgy devices on the t:onunon 
elements, fur the benefjt of all residents of the co.ndominium project. 

Companies m'p. now a.slung associaLiol1s to lease the roofs of cert'...un condominium 
pl'Ojects to illStall solar em-!l'BY devices. Wind generators i.U'e also possible £01' certajn 
projects. As Hawaii struggles to become energy indept!ndent, every installation 0:1:1. a 
condominium is a small step to achlevil1g that goal. The proposals fl'Onl companies lIsually 
compensate associalions for the use of the project roofs or provjde them with electricity at 
lower rates because of lax credits and the salE') of sUI')-)lus powe." lo the utility. com.pany. 
(Since a condominium assoclaLion often pays Utile, if any, taxes, it usually cannot take 
advantag-e of the td...'< cred ils which are available lo for-prufit companies that install the solar 
energy devic.:es.) These l'lrl'angements CIUl. be particularly helpful for neighbor island 
projects bec'a11se elecl:ricity rates are even hip,her than on Oahu. 

Under the presenl c.ondomil:ri.unt 1clW, Lhe Lcgislattlre has e!;tablishcd h.igh 'Ievels of 
ownel' approval -- 67% and even 75% -- to lease even unused. areas of the project, such as 
roofs. Therefore, while theoreLically condonlini.um hoards can. take advantage of these 
proposals by obLaining uwnel' approval, such high levels of approval, combined with 
Oy\!'~~p.r apathy, can deffl.a .. tJ:he best ef£o.rts of the boards t.qj.nsLall solar energy devices. 
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HB 2197 HD 1, SDl proposes to allow the boa.rd, alone, to install solar (-!Uergy 
devices or lease roofs and otller unused areas of the project fo.r theil~ inSlallation. Since 
boards owe a fiducial:Y duty to act ill their fellow oWllcrs' best interests, p:r.otecti.ons from 
abuse af(-~ already huilt into thc-! h.lw. Tn ()tl1(~r word.s, in thi-; CLL':iC boards have the same 
intef'est as owners in. ensuring SO.Ii:lr enel'gy devices an'! properly and carefully installed. 

Please contact me at 523-0702 if you have any questions. TI'l.ank you. for this 
opporLunily Lo Lestify. 

·~i.~ 
Jo11n A. Morris 

JAM:alt 
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