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TO THE HONORABLE MARCUS R. OSHIRO, CHAIR, AND MEMBERS OF THE
COMMITTEE:

The Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs (Department) appreciates
the opportunity to comment on House Bill No. 2029, H.D. 1, Relating to Professions and
Occupations. My name is Lawrence M. Reifurth, and | am the Department’s Director.
House Bill No. 2029, H.D. 1 proposes to repeal the regulatory programs of six
professions and vocations (Barbering (chapter 438, Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS),
Beauty Culture (Cosmetology, chapter 439, HRS), Electrology (chapter 448F, HRS),
Hearing Aid Dealers and Fitters (chapter 451A, HRS), Marriage and Family Therapists
(chapter 451J, HRS), and Athlete Agents (chapter 481E, HRS)).

Although the Department takes no position on the bill, we appreciate the
Committee’s desire to enhance our efficiency by streamlining our operations. In 1999,

the Department initiated similar legislation that proposed the deregulation of certain
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licensing programs (H.B.1096/S.B.1304), and the elimination of certain boards and the
transferring of responsibility for those licensing programs to the Department -
(H.B.1097/S.B.1305).

The Department suggests that when determining whether and which occupations
should be deregulated, or if the regulatory responsibility of a particular board should be
transferred to the Department, the Committee consider the recommendations of the
Auditor in its sunset evaluation reports and sunrise analysis reports for that particular
occupation. The Department notes that with one exception (Electrology), the Auditor
recommended the repeal of the licensing programs that the bill proposes to repeal, or
that regulation was not warranted (Barbering and Cosmetology (Rep. No. 01-02),
Hearing Aid Dealers and Fitters (Rep. No. 94-7), Marriage and Family Therapists (Rep.
No. 02-01), and Athlete Agents (Rep. No. 06-09)).

Another indicator of whether deregulation is appropriate is the number of
licensing complaints an occupation receives relative to the number of licensees it has.
The Department notes that in fiscal years 2008 and 2009, the Department did not
receive any complaints against licensed electrologists.

Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony on the bill.
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“rartment’s Position: The Department of Health strongly opposes the deregulation of marriage
and family therapists.
Fiscal Impiications: Possible reductions in Medicaid reimbursements to the department of health.
Purpose and Justification: The purpose of this bill is to repeal the regulatory oversight of marriage
and family therapists and ceﬁain other occupations with the intent of streamlining the operations of the
department of commerce and consumer affairs. |

The department of health strongly opposes the deregulation of marriage and family therapists as
it is not in the best interests of the consumer. Marriage and family therapists currently provide mental
health services to children and youth with emotional and behavioral challenges and alcohol and drug
abuse treatment services to those in need of those services. Marriage and family therapists enable
individuals to improve behavioral or psychological functioning, and help individuals reduce distress or
disability. Marriage and Family Therapists specialize in treating mental disorders within the context of
relationships, including family relationships. For youth with emotional and behavioral problems,

positive family relationships are integral to youth recovery.
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Chapter 451J — Marriage and Family Therapists currently addresses such topics as scope of
practice, licensure requirements, licensing fees, removal of license, and confidentiality and privileged
communications. Retaining Chapter 451J assures quality of services, enhances access to services,
assures confidentiality of treatment, and reduces costs. Only services provided by or supervised by
licensed Marriage and Family Therapists are reimbursable by MedQUEST and private insurance.
Deregulation will result in reduced Medicaid reimbursement for the department of health. Deregulation
will result in a smaller pool of Qualified Mental Health Professionals in the state.

Rather than streamline government services, this measure will negatively affect the state’s ability
to provide quality mental health and substance abuse services, and reduce the state’s Medicaid

reimbursement dollars.

We respectfully request that this measure be held. Thank you for the opportunity to testify.
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Position: Oppose
Honorable Chair Oshiro and Members of the House Finance Committee

My name is Elizabeth Kang, M.A., M.F.T, L8C, and RPT-$ and am currently a
School Counselor within the Department of Education for close to 20 years.

As part of my duties within the Department of Education | provide counseling
to children and work with their famities in an educational setting to address
various needs within the family which impact children at school. In addition, |
have acted as a Practicum site supervisor for both Chaminade, Argosy and the
University of Hawail Master's degree level students secking degrees in
Counseling and Marriage Family Studies fopr the past 10 years. Every day, 1
see family issues such as diverce, separations, grief, substance abuse, family
discord, family vioclence, and as well as other famity related issues touch
children in the school setting. Having a professional license in Marriage
Family Counseiing in the school setting helps me understand the children from
a family system perspective and thus | can plan interventions neot for the child
and the family. By impacting the children, we touch the family who also
reaches into our communities and beyond. Without Licensed Marriage Family
Therapists in all settings, our akility to touch people’s lives is compromised as
the need intensifies and the resources are dispersed. Therefore, | oppose

deregulation of cur profession as Marmiage Family Therapists who serve the
unique needs of the communities in which we serve.
Respectiully submitted. Thank you.
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Chair Oshiro, and Members of the House Finance Committee:

My name is Thom Curtis, Ph.D., M.F.T. Iam chair of the Department of Sociology at the
University of Hawaii at Hilo and also serve as chair of DCCA’s Marriage and Family Therapy
License Advisory Committee. I was shocked and dismayed to learn this week that HB 2029

proposes the termination of Marriage and Family Therapy as a licensed profession in the State of
Hawaii.

Licensing of Marriage and Family Therapists (MFTs) was enacted in 1999 after over five years
of intense effort to bring Hawaii’s mental health regulation into line with that in other states.
MFTs are recognized with psychiatrists, psychologists, clinical social workers and advanced
practice psych nurses as members of the five key mental health professions in all fifty states.

There are currently 208 active licensed Marriage and Family Therapists in the State of Hawaii.
They are distributed throughout the islands with the majority working on the neighbor islands
providing for the mental health needs in underserved communities.

One of the key reasons that the legislature initially approved MFT licensing was to increase the
state’s mental health capacity. Consent decrees provided sufficient evidence that the state
needed to do more, especially to meet the needs of children and adolescents. Colleges made

promises to begin MFT educational programs in Hawaii if their students could be guaranteed
licenses upon completion

Dozens of students are currently enrolled in Marriage and Family Therapy Master’s Degrees at
colleges in Hawaii and on the mainland. Many others have completed their degrees and are in
the process of completing the post graduate internships in preparation for taking the licensing
exam. They have made these commitments of time and money based on Hawaii’s promise they
could become a licensed professionals. Two universities have invested tremendous resources to



train MFTs in Hawaii. Chaminade University in Honolulu offers a master’s degree in Marriage
and Family Therapy at its Honolulu campus. Argosy University has current Marriage and
Family Therapy master’s degree cohorts at its campuses in Honolulu, Maui and Hilo.

The cost of this legislation in terms of insurance eligible mental health providers needs to be
carefully considered. According to DCCA’s most recent (January 5, 2010) report, there are
1,869 licensed mental health professionals (MFT, psychologists, mental health counselors and
licensed clinical social workers) in Hawaii. Statewide, a little over 11% are MFTs. However,
most MFTs practice on the neighbor islands. A breakdown by island demonstrates that 24% of
all licensed mental health professionals on the Big Island are MFTs. Similarly, almost 20% of
mental health professionals on Maui and 18% on Kauai are MFTs.

MFT pPSy MHC LCSW Total MFT %

Total

Active 208 868 194 599 1869 11.13%
Oahu 85 508 123 353 1069 7.95%
Hawaii 50 66 25 67 208 24.04%
Maui 28 37 20 58 143 19.58%
Kauai 14 30 8 25 77 18.18%
Molokai 1 1 1 3 6 16.67%
Lanai 1 1 0.00%
Mainland 27 222 17 89 355 7.61%
Foreign 2 4 4 10 0.00%

Eliminating a mental health profession that is this important to the people of the state just doesn’t
make sense. I respectfully request that language to repeal Marriage and Family Therapy (HRS
Chapter 451J) be removed from HB2029. I can be reached at (808) 981-5685 if additional
information is needed. Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony.

Sincerely,

»,
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Thom Curtis, Ph.D.
Chair, Department of Sociology
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Honorable Chair Oshiro, and Members of the House Finance Committee:

I respectfully request that language to repeal Marriage and Family Therapy (HRS Chapter 451J) be
removed from HB2029.

I serve as the President /CEO of Hale Ipu Kukui Alaka'i, a non-profit social service agency dealing with
clients who have severe and persistent mental illness. | am also a licensed Marriage and Family
Therapist practicing in Hawaii.

| strongly oppose this bill that would repeal Marriage and Family Therapy (HRS Chapter 451J)). The
de-regulation of Marriage and Family Therapists is not in the best interest of the community.

This agency utilizes MFT’s frequently to serve our clients. This population frequently has a difficult
time obtaining services from other mental health providers. Marriage and Family therapists are a
recognized discipline in the State of Hawaii to serve as “Qualified Mental Health Professionals.”

* MFTs have wide acceptance as providers of mental health services throughout the country. MFTs
are licensed or certified to provide mental health services in 50 states.

e MFTs work in a variety of agencies and settings within our state including, but not limited to: the
Department of Education in the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act; the Department of
Health; active duty military and their families; U.S. Department of Transportation; rural areas;

families and communities; hospital and clinic systems; substance abuse treatment centers;
and mental health practices.

* The Federal government has designated marriage and family therapy as a "core mental health
profession” along with psychiatry, psychology, social work and psychiatric nursing.

e MFTs are more likely to practice in rural areas than are other mental health professions. Family



Therapists are more likely to be in rural areas than psychiatrists and also to be in areas that do
not have a psychiatrist.

* The Federal Government extensively recognizes MFTs in education, veterans treatment, Tricare,
and other areas. The Veterans Administration (VA) also uses MFTs as mental health providers
under the Veterans Benefits Act (38 U.S.C.A. §7402).

e MFTs are wanted and used by the public. In a recent study, 96% of consumers report that marriage
and family therapists are mental health professionals they would recommend to friends. Over
98 percent of clients of marriage and family therapists report therapy services as good or
excellent.

®

I respectfully request that language to repeal Marriage and Family Therapy (HRS Chapter 451J) be

removed from HB2029.

| can be reached at (808) 722-0225 if additional information is needed.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony.
Sincerely,

Leslie Ross, Ph.D.
President
Hale Ipu Kukui Alaka’i

1188 Bishop Strect #2704

Honoluly, ] 96813
808-599-5001
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Chairman Marcus Oshiro, Vice-Chair Marilyn Lee
and Members of the House Finance Committee
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 308

415 S. Beretania Street

Honolulu, Hl 96813

RE: HB 2029, Relating to Professions and Occupations/OPPOSED
Dear Chairman Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Finance Committee:

1 am the Clinical Director of the Graduate Program in Marriage and Family Counseling at Chaminade
University of Honolulu. We currently have about 100 graduate students in our program pursuing the

Master of Science degree and later will pursue the primary credential of MFT which is recognized in
ALL fifty United States.

If this bill is enacted law, | simply will not know what to tell my students. Do | say that their training and
their degree is valued in all of the United States, except Hawaii? 1 believe that Hawaii needs the work
of trained, professional MFT’s to work with children and adults who have been abused, physically or
sexually; to work with couples and families to manage conflicts in their relationships in order to help
prevent domestic violence; to work with individuals and their families suffering from all of the effects of
substance abuse; and, so many other areas of mental health.

in my opinion, to deregulate this profession at this time in our history, when the services these students
would provide are so much needed would send the wrong message to the students and the people of
the great State of Hawaii. We need to ensure that mental health services are provided by qualified
professionals.

Marriage and Family Therapists provide essential professional mental health services to the people of
Hawaii. | respectfully ask for your support by voting against HB2029 in its current form. Please
contact me should you desire any further information.

Respectfully submitted,

Tim W. Ficklin, Ph.D.

Clinical Director, Marriage & Family Counseling
Chaminade University of Honolulu

(808) 739-4641
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Measure #: HB2029
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Copies needed: 2

February 17, 2010

Dear Chairman Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Finance Committee:
Chairman Marcus Oshiro, Vice-Chair Marilyn Lee

and Members of the House Finance Committee

Hawaii State Capitol, Room 308

415 S. Beretania Street

Honolulu, HI 96813

RE: HB 2029, Relating to Professions and Occupations/OPPOSED

Honorable Chair Oshiro, and Members of the House Finance Committee:

My name is Jennifer Stevens, MA, MFT, and | am the owner of Kauai Family Therapy, a

Marriage and Family Therapy private practice in Lihue. | am writing to express my opposition
to HB2029 and vote against its passage within your committee.

| provide assessment, diagnosis and psychotherapeutic services to adults, children,
couples, and families. | provide these services as a Hawaii Licensed Marriage and Family
Therapist (MFT). | am also a California Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist. | moved
to Kauai seven years ago for the express purpose of pursuing a career as a Hawaii
Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist. If Hawaii had not had MFT Licensure at that
time | would not have considered Marriage and Family Therapy a viable career in Hawaii
even though there was and still is a shortage of qualified mental health professionals to
serve the people of Kauai.

On any given work day | encounter family issues including but not limited to domestic
violence, child abuse, substance abuse, and suicidalitym. | also treat mental health
diagnosis as defined in the Diagnostic and Statistics Manual IV (DSMIV) such as

mood disorders, anxiety, post traumatic stress disorder in adults and children, etc.



| also have specialized training in working with traumatized children, parenting, difficult
parent /child relationships and attachment disorders. Licensed Marriage and Family
Therapists assist men, women and children through many different crises and help to
strengthen relationships and the foundations of families.

The work that | do is highly specialized and would not be possible without the extensive
education, training and experience that | acquired under the supervision of a more
experienced and approved Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist. MFTs are the only
licensed professionals with specialized training in marriage and family therapy.

HRS Chapter 451J is crucial to the profession of Marriage and Family Therapy as it legally
defines the educational requirements, training, experience and testing required for
licensure as well as the Scope of Practice of a Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist. It
protects consumers by defining minimum standards and assuring they have been met,
legally protecting the psychotherapeutic relationship with confidentiality and privilege.

Also as licensed Marriage and Family Therapist professional, | am held to the Ethical
Standards of the American Association of Marriage and Family Therapists. A national
organization which without State licensure | am not qualified to be a Clinical Member
and would not have any affiliation or obligation to any specific code of ethics. The
AAMFT code of ethics defines how | work with individuals and families. For example, |
provide services without discrimination on the basis of race, gender, ethnic origin or
religion, my fees are disclosed in advance and are not excessive, | provide services for
the benefit of the client and do not take advantage to the therapeutic relationship for
personal gain. | work within my expertise and both collaborate and refer to
psychiatrists, psychologists and other professionals to the benefit of clients.

Both the legal code and the ethics code protect the people of Hawaii from actual or
potential exploitation by holding professionals accountable. Without clear legal and
ethical guidelines, the families of Hawaii are very vulnerable to persons holding
themselves out to provide Marriage and Family Therapy who lack education, training or
experience to provide this mental health service without intentional or unintentional
irreparable harm done to them.

| receive referrals from private physicians, insurance companies, and work
organizations. | receive these referrals based on licensure as an MFT. Most of my
professional services are paid for by Hawaii insurance companies, including HMSA,
AlohaCare, Medicaid, TriCare. If MFTs were no longer licensed in Hawaii, then most of
the individuals and families | provide mental health services to would be unable to
access my services or those from another qualified Marriage and Family Therapist in a
timely manner. In these difficult economic times most could not afford to pay privately.
And, again, MFTs are the only licensed practitioners with specialized training in marriage
and family therapy. It would be very likely that my business would close.



I humbly and respectfully request that language to repeal Marriage and Family Therapy
(HRS Chapter 451J) be removed from HB2029. | can be reached at (808) 482-0994 if
additional information is needed. Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony.

Sincerely,

Jennifer Stevens, MA, MFT



TalkDoctors, LLC

(808) 961-9999 180 Kinoole Street, #202
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Info@TalkDoctors.com
www.talkdoctors.com

Testimony by:
Kai Swigart, Ph.D., M.F.T
HB 2029, Professions and Occupations
House FIN Hearing - Fri. Feb. 19, 2010
Room 308 — 11:00 am
Agenda ltem #2
Position: Oppose

Honorable Chair Oshiro, and Members of the House Finance Committee:

My name is Kai Swigart, Ph.D., M.F.T., and | am the co-owner of and primary
psychotherapist for TalkDoctors, LLC, a Hilo-based psychotherapy and consulting
service. TalkDoctors provides psychotherapeutic, consulting, employee assistance, and
substance abuse services to hundreds of individuals, couples, families, work
organizations, schools, state agencies, and health care systems within the state. |
provide these services as a Hawaii licensed Marriage and Family Therapist (MFT). My
wife Julia (co-owner) and | operate TalkDoctors as husband and wife.

We are currently assisting with a variety of community-based services, including the
reunification of families; following Child Welfare Service intervention; in conjunction
with Ohana Conference, Parents, Inc., and other groups. MFTs are the only licensed
practitioners specifically trained in marriage and family therapy.

We also provide advocacy and consultation services for disabled children within the
public school system, in conjunction with Department of Education (DOE) personnel,
Department of Health (DOH) representatives, other state and federal agencies, and
impacted families. Again, MFTs are the only licensed professionals with specialized
training in marriage and family therapy.

Further, TalkDoctors provides the full range of mental health and substance abuse
services within a private practice setting in Hilo and Puna districts; helping individuals,



couples, and families with concerns such as domestic violence, drug abuse, relationship
distress, family problems, and teen pregnancy. And, again, MFTs are the only licensed
practitioners with specialized training in marriage and family therapy.

We receive referrals from private physicians, health care systems, insurance companies,
work organizations, Veteran’s Administration, U.S. Department of Transportation, and
more. And, we receive these referrals based on licensure as MFTs.

Approximately 95% of our services are paid for by Hawaii insurance companies,.
including HMSA, AlohaCare, Medicaid, UHA, HMA, TriCare, OhanaCare, EverCare,
HMAA; and also mainland-based insurance companies including UBH, Cigna, to name a
few. If MFTs were no longer licensed in Hawaii, then virtually all of these affected
families would be unable to receive quality health care from qualified specialists, since
most could not afford to pay privately.

We respectfully request that language to repeal Marriage and Family Therapy (HRS
Chapter 451J) be removed from HB2029. | can be reached at (808) 961-9999 if
additional information is needed. Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony.

Sincerely,

Paul D. Kai Swigart, Ph.D.,, M.F.T,, C.E.A.P.,,S.A.P.,, CA.L
Co-owner and Psychotherapist

Julia I. Swigart,
Co-owner and Office Manager



Hawaii Association for Marriage and Family Therapy

(808) 291-5321 P.O. Box 2120
(808) 622-4971 Honolulu, HI 96805-2120

hamft.admin@gmail.com
www.hamft.net

HAMFT networks, educates, and advocates for the enrichment of our members, the
advancement of our profession, and the health of our community.

Testimony by:

Paul D. Kai Swigart, Ph.D., MLF.T
HB 2029, Professions and Occupations
House FIN Hearing — Fri. Feb. 19, 2010

Room 308 — 11:00 am
Agenda Item #2
Position: Oppose

Chair Oshiro, and Members of the House Finance Committee:

My name is Paul D. Kai Swigart, Ph.D., M.F.T., and I am President of the Hawaii
Association for Marriage and Family Therapy (HAMFT), a division of the American
Association for Marriage and Family Therapy (AAMFT). HAMFT represents 315
licensed Marriage and Family Therapists (MFTs) in the State of Hawaii. MFTs work in a
variety of agencies and settings within our state including, but not limited to: the
Department of Education in the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act; the
Department of Health; active duty military and their families; U.S. Department of
Transportation; rural areas; families and communities; hospital and clinic systems;
substance abuse treatment centers; and mental health practices.

Marriage and Family Therapy is a science driven, research based profession comprised of
mental health practitioners trained and licensed to independently diagnose and treat
mental health and substance abuse problems. MFTs specialize in treating mental
disorders within the context of relationships. MFTs work with the individual, couple, or
family to change behavioral patterns so that problems can be resolved.

The Federal government has designated marriage and family therapy as a “core mental
health profession” along with psychiatry, psychology, social work, and psychiatric
nursing. MFTs provide the full range of mental health and substance abuse services
including, but not limited to: 1. individual psychotherapy; 2. relationship counseling; 3.



family therapy; 4. work-related consultation; 5. substance abuse professional evaluations;
6. child custody evaluation; 7. school counseling; and more. MFTs are the only
professionals required to be trained in family therapy.

We strongly oppose this bill that would repeal Marriage and Family Therapy (HRS
Chapter 451J). The de-regulation of Marriage and Family Therapists is not in the best
interest of the consumer. Regulating the practice of Marriage and Family Therapy
protects consumers from unqualified practitioners and protects qualified practitioners’
rights to provide MFT services. MFT practitioners in Hawaii have been providing
quality care while adhering to ethical standards of practice. However, with de-regulation,
there is the potential for Marriage and Family Therapists who have been censored in
other states to practice in Hawaii and, in the worst case scenario, an individual could
establish her/his own practice and claim that they provide Marriage and Family Therapy
services; when, in fact, she/he may not have the professional qualifications which could
clearly lead to consumer harm. Further, Hawaii would be the only state in the nation that

would not have some form of government oversight of the marriage and family therapy
profession.

MFTs have wide acceptance as providers of mental health services throughout the
country. MFTs are licensed or certified to provide mental health services in 50 states. The
Federal government has designated marriage and family therapy as a

"core mental health profession”" along with psychiatry, psychology, social work and
psychiatric nursing.

MFTs are effective. Research studies repeatedly demonstrate the effectiveness of
marriage and family therapy in treating the full range of mental and emotional disorders
and health problems. Adolescent drug abuse, depression, alcoholism, obesity and
dementia in the elderly -- as well as marital distress and conflict — are just some of the
conditions Marriage and Family Therapists effectively treat. Studies also show that
clients are highly satisfied with services of Marriage and

Family Therapists. Clients report marked improvement in work productivity, coworker
relationships, family relationships, partner relationships, emotional health,

overall health, social life, and community involvement.

MFTs are wanted and used by the public. In a recent study, 96% of consumers report that
marriage and family therapists are mental health professionals they would recommend to
friends. Over 98 percent of clients of marriage and family therapists report therapy
services as good or excellent. (1) MFTs are widely accepted in the area of Substance
Abuse Treatment. The US Department of Transportation now uses Marriage and Family
Therapists (MFTs) to evaluate any of the approximately 12.1 million people performing
safety sensitive transportation jobs who are covered by DOT drug and alcohol
regulations. In addition, studies by the Lewin Group (2) have shown that MFTs receive as

much or more regular training in Substance Abuse Treatment as other mental health
professions.



The Federal Government extensively recognizes MFTs in education, veterans treatment,
Tricare, and other areas. The Veterans Administration (VA) also uses MFTs as mental
health providers under the Veterans Benefits Act (38 U.S.C.A. §7402). This law
authorizes the hiring of MFTs within the VA, and specifically mentions MFT
qualifications in addressing veterans' post-traumatic stress disorder needs. The
Department of Education, in the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, designates
marriage and family therapists as qualified providers of early intervention services to
infants and toddlers with a disability. Champus/Tricare, the federal health care program
for members of the uniformed services and their families, uses MFTs as mental health
service providers also.

MFTs are more likely to practice in rural areas than are other mental health professions.
Family Therapists are more likely to be in rural areas than psychiatrists and also to be in
areas that do not have a psychiatrist (3). In the most rural counties in the U.S., which
make up 15.5% of all counties in the U.S., there are twice as many MFTs as psychiatrists
in those counties (4). Including Family Therapists in health plans has lead to a greater
number of covered providers in rural counties in many other states. There is no reason to
expect that Hawaii will be any different.

MFTs specifically work in concert with other professions as well as with families and
communities. MFTs specifically look for ways to collaborate within the entire system of
care. In a recent study, nearly half of the clients of MFTs were also taking some form of
psychotropic medication, demonstrating MFTs traditional collaborative and working
relationship with other professions (5).

Finally, if you, or a family member, had a family crisis, potential relationship breakup,
family substance abuse problem, or adolescent emergency; your physician would refer
you for marriage and family therapy services. The MFT would work with you on the
resolution of your relationship or family problems. However, if this bill were
implemented, marriage and family therapy services would no longer be covered benefits
due to the fact that marriage and family therapy would no longer be regulated. Major
insurance carriers, such as HMSA and AlohaCare, along with Medicaid; and other 3™

party payers only recognize services performed by licensed and/or registered
professionals.

We respectfully request that language to repeal Marriage and Family Therapy (HRS
Chapter 451J) be removed from HB2029. I can be reached at (808) 987-7070 if
additional information is needed. Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony.

Sincerely,

| —="

Paul D. Kai Swigart, Ph.D., M.F.T., CEAP.,S.AP.,,CAL,
HAMEFT President



2. Henrick Harwood, "Training of Behavioral Health Practitioners to Address Substance Use Disorders,"
Family Therapy Magazine, November-December 2003,40-42.

3. David Bergman, "Marriage and Family Therapists Serving Rural Clients,"Family Therapy Magazine,
November-December 2004,33.

4. David Bergman, "Marriage and Family Therapists Serving Rural Clients,"Family Therapy Magazine,
November-December 2004,32.

5. David Hartley, et al., State Licensure Lows and the Mental Health Professions: Implications for the
Rural

Mental Health Workforce (Portland, ME: Maine Rural Health Research Center, University of Southern
Maine, 2002) 8.
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Dorothy Bach MSCP, MHC, NCC

Internship Director for Community and Marriage &Family Counseling
Chaminade University

3140 Waialae Ave.

Honolulu, Hawai’l 96816

RE: HB 2029 Relating to Professions and Occupations: Opposition opinion presented.

To the Honorable Representative Oshiro Chair, Honorable Representative Lee Vice Chair and
Members of the House Finance Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony. | am testifying in strong opposition of HB
2029. As Internship Director for Community and Marriage & Family Counseling passing 2029
may diminish the level and consistency of care individuals receive from Marriage and Family
Therapists. Licensure ensures Marriage and Family Therapists are trained in specific techniques
related to academics and standards of care for marriage and family clientele.

I have worked in the Mental Health field in Honolulu since 1991. Many agencies have
employed a Marriage and Family therapist on site. Agencies dealing with substance abuse
issues work closely with MFT’s (Marriage and Family Therapists). | have seen individuals and
families benefit from counseling sessions at the Salvation Army Adult Treatment Services and
Salvation Army Family Treatment Services and the Bobby Benson Center.



Marriage and Family Therapists (MFT’s) provide a valuable service to the people and State of
Hawaii. MFT’s are widely recognized as a “core mental health profession” by the federal
government and provide services to service persons and their families. MFT’s are committed to
improving the quality of life for families and communities throughout Hawaii.

Thank you for considering this opposing perspective.

Respectfully,

Dorothy Bach MSCP, MHC, NCC

Internship Director Community and Marriage & Family Counseling
Chaminade University

Honolulu, Hawaii



| strongly encourage you to pass SB 2159 HD1 out of the Committee on Consumer
Protection and Commerce as it will be of benefit to the people of Hawaii.



René M. Garvin, M. A.

Consultant, Family Therapist, Substance Abuse Counselor

974 Maniniholo Street Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96825 Ph/Fax (808)395-5406

February 17, 2010
Re: Oppose HB2029

TO: FINANCE COMMITTEE

Chair Oshiro and members of the Finance Committee

Dear Legislators,

I am writing in opposition to House Bill 2029 regarding Marriage & Family Therapist
Licensure.

As a Marriage & Family Therapist for many years, both in Hawaii and in California, I
can affirm that MFT’s provide an essential service to the members of our community. I
see many families, couples and individuals who need help getting over some “rough
spots” in their lives, relationships and emotional health. MFT’s are trained to provide
brief, evidenced based therapy to alleviate problems before they become overwhelming.

Marriage & Family Therapists are recognized and licensed in all 50 states and are
considered one of the three core mental health disciplines by the Federal Government.

If licensure in Hawaii is removed, the ability to ensure the quality and training of these
clinicians is compromised and those without proper training and a professional code of
ethics will be free to label themselves as Marriage & Family Therapists. The lay public -
does not have knowledge of these distinctions — I believe that this bill would predispose
clients to potential harm from unqualified therapists and the state would have no way to
discipline unethical, unqualified therapists if there is no licensure.

I urge you to vote “no” on this poorly conceived bill which I believe endangers the
public.

Thank you,

Rene Garvin
reneg(@lava.net

974 Maniniholo Street
Honolulu, HI 96825







Jennifer Stevens, MA, MFT
Kauai Family Therapy

2975 Haleko Rd, Ste. 307
Lihue, HI 96766

(808)482-0994

Jennifer@KauaiFamilyTherapy.com
www.kauaifamilytherapy.com

Testimony by:
Jennifer Stevens, MA, MFT
Testimony for House Finance Commiittee
Hearing scheduled: Friday, February 19, 2010, 11:00 a.m.
Measure #: HB2029
Opposed
Copies needed: 2

February 17, 2010

Dear Chairman Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Finance Committee:
Chairman Marcus Oshiro, Vice-Chair Marilyn Lee

and Members of the House Finance Committee

Hawaii State Capitol, Room 308

415 S. Beretania Street

Honolulu, HI 96813

RE: HB 2029, Relating to Professions and Occupations/OPPOSED

Honorable Chair Oshiro, and Members of the House Finance Committee:

My name is Jennifer Stevens, MA, MFT, and | am the owner of Kauai Family Therapy, a

Marriage and Family Therapy private practice in Lihue. | am writing to express my opposition
to HB2029 and vote against its passage within your committee.

| provide assessment, diagnosis and psychotherapeutic services to adults, children,
couples, and families. | provide these services as a Hawaii Licensed Marriage and Family
Therapist (MFT). | am also a California Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist. | moved
to Kauai seven years ago for the express purpose of pursuing a career as a Hawaii
Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist. If Hawaii had not had MFT Licensure at that
time | would not have considered Marriage and Family Therapy a viable career in Hawaii
even though there was and still is a shortage of qualified mental health professionals to
serve the people of Kauai.

On any given work day | encounter family issues including but not limited to domestic
violence, child abuse, substance abuse, and suicidalitym. | also treat mental health
diagnosis as defined in the Diagnostic and Statistics Manual IV (DSMIV) such as

mood disorders, anxiety, post traumatic stress disorder in adults and children, etc.



I also have specialized training in working with traumatized children, parenting, difficult
parent /child relationships and attachment disorders. Licensed Marriage and Family
Therapists assist men, women and children through many different crises and help to
strengthen relationships and the foundations of families.

The work that | do is highly specialized and would not be possible without the extensive
education, training and experience that | acquired under the supervision of a more
experienced and approved Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist. MFTs are the only
licensed professionals with specialized training in marriage and family therapy.

HRS Chapter 451} is crucial to the profession of Marriage and Family Therapy as it legally
defines the educational requirements, training, experience and testing required for
licensure as well as the Scope of Practice of a Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist. It
protects consumers by defining minimum standards and assuring they have been met,
legally protecting the psychotherapeutic relationship with confidentiality and privilege.

Also as licensed Marriage and Family Therapist professional, | am held to the Ethical
Standards of the American Association of Marriage and Family Therapists. A national
organization which without State licensure | am not qualified to be a Clinical Member
and would not have any affiliation or obligation to any specific code of ethics. The
AAMFT code of ethics defines how | work with individuals and families. For example, |
provide services without discrimination on the basis of race, gender, ethnic origin or
religion, my fees are disclosed in advance and are not excessive, | provide services for
the benefit of the client and do not take advantage to the therapeutic relationship for
personal gain. | work within my expertise and both collaborate and refer to
psychiatrists, psychologists and other professionals to the benefit of clients.

Both the legal code and the ethics code protect the people of Hawaii from actual or
potential exploitation by holding professionals accountable. Without clear legal and
ethical guidelines, the families of Hawaii are very vulnerable to persons holding
themselves out to provide Marriage and Family Therapy who lack education, training or
experience to provide this mental health service without intentional or unintentional
irreparable harm done to them.

| receive referrals from private physicians, insurance companies, and work
organizations. | receive these referrals based on licensure as an MFT. Most of my
professional services are paid for by Hawaii insurance companies, including HMSA,
AlohaCare, Medicaid, TriCare. If MFTs were no longer licensed in Hawaii, then most of
the individuals and families | provide mental health services to would be unable to
access my services or those from another qualified Marriage and Family Therapist in a
timely manner. In these difficult economic times most could not afford to pay privately.
And, again, MFTs are the only licensed practitioners with specialized training in marriage
and family therapy. It would be very likely that my business would close.



I humbly and respectfully request that language to repeal Marriage and Family Therapy
(HRS Chapter 451}) be removed from HB2029. | can be reached at (808) 482-0994 if
additional information is needed. Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony.

Sincerely,

Jennifer Stevens, MA, MFT



Jeffrie L. Wagner, MFT, CSAC
Hawaii Counseling Center, LLC
328 Uluniu Street #203
Kailua, HI 96734
808-221-8994
jwagner@hawaiicounselingcenter.com
www.hawaiicounselingcenter.com

Testimony by:
Jeffrie L Wagner, M.F.T
HB 2029, Professions and Occupations
House FIN Hearing — Fri. Feb. 19, 2010
Room 308 — 11:00 am
Agenda Item #2
Position: Oppose

Honorable Chair Oshiro, and Members of the House Finance Committee:

My name is Jeffrie Wagner, M.F.T., and | am the owner of and primary
psychotherapist for Hawaii Counseling Center, LLC (HCC), an Oahu-based
psychotherapy and consulting service. HCC provides psychotherapeutic,
consulting, employee assistance, and substance abuse services to hundreds of
individuals, couples, families, work organizations, schools, state agencies, and
health care systems within the state. | provide these services as a Hawaii
licensed Marriage and Family Therapist (MFT).

We are currently assisting with a variety of community-based services, including
the deployment/reunification of families in all branches of the Military;
assessments and therapy for adolescents suspended from school for substance
abuse issues and other groups. MFTs are the only licensed practitioners
specifically trained in marriage and family therapy.

We also provide advocacy and consultation services for children within the public
school system, in conjunction with Department of Education (DOE) personnel,
Department of Health (DOH) representatives, other state and federal agencies,
and impacted families. Again, MFTs are the only licensed professionals with
specialized training in marriage and family therapy.

Hawaii Counseling Center provides the full range of mental health and substance
abuse services within a private practice setting in Kailua and Honolulu districts;
helping individuals, couples, and families with concerns such as domestic
violence, drug abuse, relationship distress, family problems, and teen pregnancy.
And, again, MFTs are the only licensed practitioners with specialized training in
marriage and family therapy.

We receive referrals from private physicians, health care systems, insurance
companies, work organizations, Hawaii unions, U.S. Department of



Transportation, and more. And, we receive these referrals based on licensure as
MFTs.

Approximately 95% of our services are paid for by Hawaii insurance companies,
including HMSA, AlohaCare, UHA, HMA, TriCare, and HMAA. If MFTs were no
longer licensed in Hawaii, then virtually all of these affected families would be

unable to receive quality health care from qualified specialists, since most could
not afford to pay privately.

We respectfully request that language to repeal Marriage and Family Therapy
(HRS Chapter 451J) be removed from HB2029. | can be reached at (808) 221-

8994 if additional information is needed. Thank you for the opportunity to submit
testimony.

Sincerely,

Jeffrie L Wagner, MFT






The Institute for Family Enrichment

2/17/10

Jennifer Moss
1993 S Kihei Rd. ste 21-133
Kihei HI 96753

My name is Jennifer Moss, IMFT and I am the Maui Island Coordinator for the
Nurturing Parenting Programs sponsored by The Institute for Family Enrichment. In
addition to being on of about 60 National Parenting Trainers in the United States for

Nurturing Parenting, I also have a private practice and am under the supervision of Mitch
Berman.

Marriage and Family Theraposts are trained and licensed to independently diagnose and
treat mental health and substance abuse problems. MFTs specialize in treating mental
disorders within the context of relationships. MFTs work with the individual, couple, or
family to change behavioral patterns so that problems can be resolved.

The Federal government has designated marriage and family therapy as a “core mental
health profession” along with psychiatry, psychology, social work, and psychiatric
nursing. MFTs provide the full range of mental health and substance abuse services
including, but not limited to: 1. individual psychotherapy; 2. relationship counseling; 3.
family therapy; 4. work-related consultation; 5. substance abuse professional evaluations;
6. child custody evaluation; 7. school counseling; and more. MFTs are the only
professionals required to be trained in family therapy.

We strongly oppose this bill that would repeal Marriage and Family Therapy (HRS
Chapter 451J). The de-regulation of Marriage and Family Therapists is not in the best
interest of the consumer. Regulating the practice of Marriage and Family Therapy
protects consumers from unqualified practitioners and protects qualified practitioners’
rights to provide MFT services. MFT practitioners in Hawaii have been providing
quality care while adhering to ethical standards of practice. However, with de-regulation,
there is the potential for Marriage and Family Therapists who have been censored in
other states to practice in Hawaii and, in the worst case scenario, an individual could
establish her/his own practice and claim that they provide Marriage and Family Therapy
services; when, in fact, she/he may not have the professional qualifications which could
clearly lead to consumer harm. Further, Hawaii would be the only state in the nation that

would not have some form of government oversight of the marriage and family therapy
profession.



MFTs have wide acceptance as providers of mental health services throughout the
country. MFTs are licensed or certified to provide mental health services in 50 states. The
Federal government has designated marriage and family therapy as a

"core mental health profession” along with psychiatry, psychology, social work and
psychiatric nursing.

MFTs are effective. Research studies repeatedly demonstrate the effectiveness of
marriage and family therapy in treating the full range of mental and emotional disorders
and health problems. Adolescent drug abuse, depression, alcoholism, obesity and
dementia in the elderly -- as well as marital distress and conflict — are just some of the
conditions Marriage and Family Therapists effectively treat. Studies also show that
clients are highly satisfied with services of Marriage and

Family Therapists. Clients report marked improvement in work productivity, coworker
relationships, family relationships, partner relationships, emotional health,

overall health, social life, and community involvement.

MFTs are wanted and used by the public. In a recent study, 96% of consumers report that
marriage and family therapists are mental health professionals they would recommend to
friends. Over 98 percent of clients of marriage and family therapists report therapy
services as good or excellent. (1) MFTs are widely accepted in the area of Substance
Abuse Treatment. The US Department of Transportation now uses Marriage and Family
Therapists (MFTs) to evaluate any of the approximately 12.1 million people performing
safety sensitive transportation jobs who are covered by DOT drug and alcohol
regulations. In addition, studies by the Lewin Group (2) have shown that MFTs receive as

much or more regular training in Substance Abuse Treatment as other mental health
professions.

The Federal Government extensively recognizes MFTs in education, veterans treatment,
Tricare, and other areas. The Veterans Administration (VA) also uses MFT's as mental
health providers under the Veterans Benefits Act (38 U.S.C.A. §7402). This law
authorizes the hiring of MFTs within the VA, and specifically mentions MFT
qualifications in addressing veterans' post-traumatic stress disorder needs. The
Department of Education, in the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, designates
marriage and family therapists as qualified providers of early intervention services to
infants and toddlers with a disability. Champus/Tricare, the federal health care program
for members of the uniformed services and their families, uses MFTs as mental health
service providers also.

MFTs are more likely to practice in rural areas than are other mental health professions.
Family Therapists are more likely to be in rural areas than psychiatrists and also to be in
areas that do not have a psychiatrist (3). In the most rural counties in the U.S., which
make up 15.5% of all counties in the U.S., there are twice as many MFTs as psychiatrists
in those counties (4). Including Family Therapists in health plans has lead to a greater
number of covered providers in rural counties in many other states. There is no reason to
expect that Hawaii will be any different.




MEFTs specifically work in concert with other professions as well as with families and
communities. MFTs specifically look for ways to collaborate within the entire system of
care. In a recent study, nearly half of the clients of MFTs were also taking some form of
psychotropic medication, demonstrating MFTs traditional collaborative and working
relationship with other professions (5).

Finally, if you, or a family member, had a family crisis, potential relationship breakup,
family substance abuse problem, or adolescent emergency; your physician would refer
you for marriage and family therapy services. The MFT would work with you on the
resolution of your relationship or family problems. However, if this bill were
implemented, marriage and family therapy services would no longer be covered benefits
due to the fact that marriage and family therapy would no longer be regulated. Major
insurance carriers, such as HMSA and AlohaCare, along with Medicaid; and other 3m

party payers only recognize services performed by licensed and/or registered
professionals.

We respectfully request that language to repeal Marriage and Family Therapy (HRS
Chapter 451J) be removed from HB2029. I can be reached at (808) 987-7070 if
additional information is needed. Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony.

Sincerely,

Jennifer Moss, iMFT

Maui Island Coordinator
National Trainer/Consultant
Nurturing Parenting Programs
(808) 281-1494



Taking Care of the Human Side of Your Business

a¥\WorkLife

February 18, 2010
Testimony Re: House Bill 2029
To whom it may concern:

It has just come to my attention that HB 2029 is coming to a vote quickly which would basically remove
licensure for Marriage and Family Therapists in Hawaii. Although 'm not a MFT, three of them work for me.

| am the Director of WorkLife Hawaii, the state’s largest Employee Assistance Program, a division of Child
and Family Service. We serve over 70 businesses across Hawaii, and | rely on licensed counseling
professionals to serve over 100,000 Hawaii residents.

The loss of my three licensed Marriage and Family Therapists would have a serious negative impact on the
services we provide to Hawaii businesses and families. This is especially the case on Neighbor Islands where
there are not always a wide variety of trained, licensed counselors available.

The need for Licensed Marriage and Family Therapists is especially important now as families are feeling the
brunt of the current economic situation and face a higher level of struggle than they did just a few years
ago. To deprive these families of Licensed Marriage and Family Therapists would mean fewer families would
be able to receive necessary services through their health care benefits, which would put a greater burden
on the already overwhelmed State system.

That this bill lumps Licensed Marriage and Family Therapists -- who have graduate degrees and specialized
training -- in with barbers, cosmetologists, athlete agents, hearing aid dealers and fitters, and electrologists,
| believe is an insult to all Professional Counselors. | encourage you to take action against this portion of this
bill. | encourage you to remove Marriage and Family Therapists from the list of professions that are being
impacted by this bill. As written, | do not believe this bill truly serves this State or its population and
additionally has the impact of harming families.

Respectfully submitted,

David W. Mitchell, M.A.
Director

WORKLIFE HAWAII » 200 N. VINEYARD BLVD, BLDG B » HONOLULU Hi 96817 » P 808.543-8445 - F 808.543-8487
TOLL FREE 800.994-3571 » www.WorkLifeHawaii.org
A Program of Child & Family Service



AMERICAN ACADEMY OF
OTOLARYNGOLOGY-
HEAD AND NECK SURGERY

February 18, 2010

The Honorable Marcus R. Oshiro, Chair Ronstd B. Kupperswit
House Finance Committee

Hawaii State Capitol, Room 306
415 South Beretania Street
Honolulu, HI 96813

Sent via facsimile: 1-808-586-6201

Re: Opposition to HB 2029, Relating to Professions and Occupations

Dear Chairman Oshiro:

The American Academy of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery (AAO-HNS)
would like to register its strong opposition to the deregulation of hearing aid dispensing
as proposed by HB 2029. Should this bill pass in its current form, the state would place
hearing-impaired patients at risk of receiving less than optimal hearing aid services and
poor outcomes that could lead to more serious otologic medical conditions.

The AAO-HNS represents more than 11,500 physicians in the United States who
diagnose and treat disorders of the ears, nose, throat, and related structures of the head
and neck, including 51 members who live and practice in Hawaii. Otolaryngologist-
head and neck surgeons are also commonly referred to as ear, nose, and throat
specialists (ENTs). The medical disorders treated by our specialty are among the most
common that afflict all Americans, and include hearing and communication disorders,
head and neck cancer, chronic ear infection, sinusitis, snoring and sleep apnea, and
facial and cranial nerve disorders.

The AAO-HNS recognizes that the state is looking at options to cut cost and reduce
administrative functions; however, the deregulation of hearing aid dispensing is not an
appropriate strategy. Regardless of the number of licensees or complaints filed, the
regulation of hearing aid dispensers offers protection to consumers that only those who
are trained and meet competency standards are legally permitted to fit and dispense
hearing aids, unless otherwise exempted.

We are concerned that without oversight via a regulatory program, a lay person could
dispense hearing aids, increasing the possibility of error, further hearing loss, and even
medical complications. In order to receive the maximum benefit from hearing aids -
which can cost upwards of several thousand dollars - they must be customized for each
consumer. This requires an advanced set of knowledge and skills. Therefore, hearing
aids must be fitted and dispensed by competent, trained professionals in order to

Empowering otolaryngologist—head and neck surgeons to deliver the best patient care
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maximize the patient’s benefit and minimize safety risks, such as damage to the inner ear
structures (cochlea or auditory nerve), middle ear (ear drum or ossicles), or ear canal.

The appropriateness of regulating hearing aid dealers is also evidenced by the fact that all 50 states
operate licensing programs, the majority of which are overseen by an independent board comprised of
hearing aid dealers, otolaryngologists, dispensing audiologists, and/or hearing aid consumers.

Perhaps expanding the Board of Speech Pathology and Audiology in order to integrate hearing aid
dealer licensure would be a suitable alternative to outright elimination.

For these reasons, the AAO-HNS urges you and the members of the House Finance Committee
to retain the regulation of hearing aid dispensers as provided by current law. We believe HB
2029, in its current form, will diminish the quality of care and patient safety standards currently
afforded Hawaii’s hearing healthcare patients. With questions, please contact Alissa Parady, Senior
Manager of State Legislative Affairs, at 1-703-535-3794 or legstate@entnet.org.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
David R. Nielsen, MD
Executive Vice President and CEO

Cc: Christopher Klem, MD, President, Hawaii Society of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery

Empowering otolarynzologist
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Hawaii Association for Marriage and Family Therapy

HAMFT

Hawall Association for
- Marriage and Family Therapy

(808) 291-56321 P.O. Box 2120
(808) 622-4971 Honolulu, HI 96805-2120

hamft.admin@gmail.com
www.hamft.net

HAMFT networks, educates, and advocates for the enrichment of our members, the
advancement of our profession, and the health of our community.

Testimony by:

Paul D. Kai Swigart, Ph.D., M.LF.T
HB 2029, Professions and Occupations
House FIN Hearing — Fri. Feb. 19, 2010

Room 308 — 11:00 am
Agenda Item #2
Position: Oppose

Chair Oshiro, and Members of the House Finance Committee:

My name is Paul D. Kai Swigart, Ph.D., M.F.T., and I am President of the Hawaii
Association for Marriage and Family Therapy (HAMFT), a division of the American
Association for Marriage and Family Therapy (AAMFT). HAMFT represents 315
licensed Marriage and Family Therapists (MFTs) in the State of Hawaii. MFTs work in a
variety of agencies and settings within our state including, but not limited to: the
Department of Education in the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act; the
Department of Health; active duty military and their families; U.S. Department of
Transportation; rural areas; families and communities; hospital and clinic systems;
substance abuse treatment centers; and mental health practices.

Marriage and Family Therapy is a science driven, research based profession comprised of
mental health practitioners trained and licensed to independently diagnose and treat
mental health and substance abuse problems. MFTs specialize in treating mental
disorders within the context of relationships. MFTs work with the individual, couple, or
family to change behavioral patterns so that problems can be resolved.

The Federal government has designated marriage and family therapy as a “core mental
health profession” along with psychiatry, psychology, social work, and psychiatric
nursing. MFTs provide the full range of mental health and substance abuse services
including, but not limited to: 1. individual psychotherapy; 2. relationship counseling; 3.
family therapy; 4. work-related consultation; 5. substance abuse professional evaluations;



6. child custody evaluation; 7. school counseling; and more. MFTs are the only
professionals required to be trained in family therapy.

We strongly oppose this bill that would repeal Marriage and Family Therapy (HRS
Chapter 451J). The de-regulation of Marriage and Family Therapists is not in the best
interest of the consumer. Regulating the practice of Marriage and Family Therapy
protects consumers from unqualified practitioners and protects qualified practitioners’
rights to provide MFT services. MFT practitioners in Hawaii have been providing
quality care while adhering to ethical standards of practice. However, with de-regulation,
there is the potential for Marriage and Family Therapists who have been censored in
other states to practice in Hawaii and, in the worst case scenario, an individual could
establish her/his own practice and claim that they provide Marriage and Family Therapy
services; when, in fact, she/he may not have the professional qualifications which could
clearly lead to consumer harm. Further, Hawaii would be the only state in the nation that

would not have some form of government oversight of the marriage and family therapy
profession.

MFTs have wide acceptance as providers of mental health services throughout the
country. MFTs are licensed or certified to provide mental health services in 50 states. The
Federal government has designated marriage and family therapy as a

"core mental health profession" along with psychiatry, psychology, social work and
psychiatric nursing.

MFTs are effective. Research studies repeatedly demonstrate the effectiveness of
marriage and family therapy in treating the full range of mental and emotional disorders
and health problems. Adolescent drug abuse, depression, alcoholism, obesity and
dementia in the elderly -- as well as marital distress and conflict — are just some of the
conditions Marriage and Family Therapists effectively treat. Studies also show that
clients are highly satisfied with services of Marriage and

Family Therapists. Clients report marked improvement in work productivity, coworker
relationships, family relationships, partner relationships, emotional health,

overall health, social life, and community involvement.

MFTs are wanted and used by the public. In a recent study, 96% of consumers report that
marriage and family therapists are mental health professionals they would recommend to
friends. Over 98 percent of clients of marriage and family therapists report therapy
services as good or excellent. (1) MFTs are widely accepted in the area of Substance
Abuse Treatment. The US Department of Transportation now uses Marriage and Family
Therapists (MFTs) to evaluate any of the approximately 12.1 million people performing
safety sensitive transportation jobs who are covered by DOT drug and alcohol
regulations. In addition, studies by the Lewin Group (2) have shown that MFTs receive as

much or more regular training in Substance Abuse Treatment as other mental health
professions.

The Federal Government extensively recognizes MFTs in education, veterans treatment,
Tricare, and other areas. The Veterans Administration (VA) also uses MFTs as mental




health providers under the Veterans Benefits Act (38 U.S.C.A. §7402). This law
authorizes the hiring of MFTs within the VA, and specifically mentions MFT
qualifications in addressing veterans' post-traumatic stress disorder needs. The
Department of Education, in the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, designates
marriage and family therapists as qualified providers of early intervention services to
infants and toddlers with a disability. Champus/Tricare, the federal health care program
for members of the uniformed services and their families, uses MFTs as mental health
service providers also.

MFTs are more likely to practice in rural areas than are other mental health professions.
Family Therapists are more likely to be in rural areas than psychiatrists and also to be in
areas that do not have a psychiatrist (3). In the most rural counties in the U.S., which
make up 15.5% of all counties in the U.S., there are twice as many MFTs as psychiatrists
in those counties (4). Including Family Therapists in health plans has lead to a greater
number of covered providers in rural counties in many other states. There is no reason to
expect that Hawaii will be any different.

MEFTs specifically work in concert with other professions as well as with families and
communities. MFTs specifically look for ways to collaborate within the entire system of
care. In a recent study, nearly half of the clients of MFTs were also taking some form of

psychotropic medication, demonstrating MFTs traditional collaborative and working
relationship with other professions (5).

Finally, if you, or a family member, had a family crisis, potential relationship breakup,
family substance abuse problem, or adolescent emergency; your physician would refer
you for marriage and family therapy services. The MFT would work with you on the
resolution of your relationship or family problems. However, if this bill were
implemented, marriage and family therapy services would no longer be covered benefits
due to the fact that marriage and family therapy would no longer be regulated. Major
insurance carriers, such as HMSA and AlohaCare, along with Medicaid; and other 3rd

party payers only recognize services performed by licensed and/or registered
professionals.

We respectfully request that language to repeal Marriage and Family Therapy (HRS
Chapter 451J) be removed from HB2029. I can be reached at (808) 987-7070 if
additional information is needed. Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony.

Sincerely,

Paul D. Kai Swigart, Ph.D., M.F.T., CEAP,S.AP.,CALL,
HAMFT President
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OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY ASSOCIATION OF HAWAII

1360 S. Beretania St., Suite 301, Honolulu, Hawaii 96814
Testimony by:
Avis Sakata, OTR
HB 2029hd1, Professions and Occupations
House FIN Hearing — Friday. Feb. 19, 2010
Room 308 — 11:00 am
Position: Support

Chair Oshiro, and Members of the House FIN Committee:

I am Avis Sakata, OTR and president of the Occupational Therapy Association of Hawaii, (OTAH), which
represents 507 occupational therapists (OTs) licensed in Hawaii. OT’s work in many settings throughout the
State, including hospitals, schools, prisons, skilled nursing to private facilities and community-based programs.

Occupational Therapy is a science driven, evidenced-based profession that enables peaple of all ages, from

infants to the elderly, to live life to its fullest by helping them promote health and prevent or Live better with
illness, injury or disability.

Occupational Therapists are recognized members of the Healthcare Rehabilitation team which is comprised also
of physicians, nurses, physical therapists, speech therapists, social workers and others. As a healthcare provider,
OTs provide, but are not limited to: 1) assessment and evalvation of our patients/clients needs and development
of an appropriate freatment plan, 2) interventions focused on daily living skills (including self-care), work

readiness, play or educational performance skills, 3) and interventions that include sensorimotor, neuromuscular
functioning, cognitive or psychosocial components,

We appreciate the House CPC Committee’s amsndments that no longer call for the repeal of HRS Chapter
457G, relating to Occupational Therapy. The HDI1 clearly acknowledges the significance of
licensure/registration of Occupational Therapy practioners. We urge your passage of HB 2029,hd1, in regards to
Occupational Therapy because it preserves consumer protection from unqualified practitioners and protects
qualified practitioners’ rights to provide OT services. From 1991 to present, DCCA has not received any
complaints of consumer harm or questions regarding our practice. OT practitioners in Hawaii have been
providing quality care while adhering to ethical standards of practice.

¥ you sustained a stroke and your motor function/movement on your dominant hand is affected, your physician
would refer you to OT services. The OT would work with you on rehabilitation of function, regaining
movement and strength 1o allow you to do some of the simple things in life that we take for granted such as
writing, feeding, dressing, using your computer or even text messaging. Preservation of HRS Chapter 457G,
which provides the licensure/registration of Occupational Therapy practioners, facilitates consumer access to
medically necessary care. Without the licensure/registration, major insurance carriers such 2s HMSA and
Hawaii State Workers Compensation system along with Medicare and Medicaid and other 3" party payors
would not recognize services or provide health plan coverage for Occupational Therapy services.

1 can be reached at 522-4602 if further information is needed. Thank you for the opportunity to sabmit
testimony.
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Friday, February 19, 2010; 11:00 am
Conference Room 308

The House Committee on Finance

Ta: Representative Marcus Oshiro, Chair
Representative Marilyn Lee, Vice Chair

From: Susan Stewartﬁf\
Government Affairs Manager
International Hearing Society

Re: Testimony in OPPOSITION to HB 2029

| respectfully submit the following on behalf of the international Hearing Society ({HS). IHS is the
membership organization representing the interests of approximately 10,000 hearing aid specialists in
the United States, including the 109 practitigners in the state of Hawaii. Hearing aid specialists are
healthcare professionals licensed by the states specifically to provide hearing health services.

We are writing in strong oppeosition to HB 2029 Relating to Professions and QOccupations which, among

other amendments, repeals the regulatory program of Hearing Aid Dealers and Fitters (HRS Chapter
451A).

Deregulation of Hearing Aid Dealers and Fitters is not in the best interest of the consumer. The practice
of testing, sclecting, fitting and dispensing of hearing instruments is highly specialized to maximize the
level of quality care and minimize the risk to the patient. Quality consumer care can only be achieved by
assuring that minimum competency standards are met and regulalory oversight is in place to ensure
adherence to competent and ethical conduct. The fact that there have been no consumer cornplaintsin
FY2008 and FY2009 is a tcstament to the efficacy of this model in your state. As Lhe enlity responsible
for providing the International Licensing Examination (ILE) to measure minimum competency to obtain a
license to practice the fitting and dispensing of hearing instruments, 1HS van attest to the necessity of
continuing its utilization. Consider that, in the past five years, 75 individuals have taken the ILE
examination to become a licensed hearing aid dealer or fitter in your state. Of these, only 44
successfully passed the exam. Deregulation of hearing aid dealers and fitters would unnecessarily
expose consurmers to incompetent and ungualified care. '

Further, as a financially self-sustaining program, there is no fiscal impact to be gained by deregulating
this profession.
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Therefore, we ask that language to repeal HRS Chapter 451A - Hearing Aid Dealers and Fitters be
removed from HB 2029, which would maintain the regulatory program of hearing aid dealers and fitters
through the Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this bill.
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Testimony by:
Ann Frost, PT

HE 2029, HD1, Relating to Professions and
Occupations

" Hse FIN, Friday, February 19, 2010
Room 308, 11:00 am

T

‘Horwiail Cheptes, Atieriond Fpsicet Therapy Assosiatiod

Position: Support
Chair Oshiro, and Members of the House FIN Committee:

I am Ann Frost, P.T., President of the Hawaii Chapter — American Physical
Therapy Association (HAPTA) and member of HAPTA’s Legislative
Committce. HAPTA represents 250-300 physical therapists and physical
therapist assistants employed in hospitals, nursing homes, the Armed Forces,
the Department of Education and Department of Health (DOH) systems, and
private clinics throughout our community. Physical therapists work with
everyone, from infants to the elderly, to restore and improve function and
quality of life. We are part of the spectrum of care for Hawaii, and provide
rehabilitative services for infants and children, youth, adults and the elderly.
Rehabilitative services are a vital part of restoring optimum function from
neuromusculoskeletal injuries and impairments.

We support the HD1 amendments that remove any reference to de-
regulating health care professionals such as the Occupational Therapists
(OTs). De-regulating this healthcare profession will result in the unintended
consequence of creating a barrier for consumers to receive needed
rehabilitation treatment by OTs. Insurance carriers require and only

reimburse for health care services provided by licensed or registered
practioners.

We request your support of this HD1. I can be reached at 382-2655 if
further information is needed. Thank you for the opportunity to submit
testimony.
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1260 5. Beretania Street, #301 * Honoluly, HI 96B14-1541 * www.hapta.org
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Testimony by:
David A. Drews, PhD
HB 2029, Professions and Qccupations
House FIN Heating — Fri. Feb. 19, 2010
Room 308 — 11:00am
Agenda Item #2
Position: Oppose

Chair Qshiro, and Membets of the House Finance Committee:

Catholic Charities Hawaii is in opposition to the HB 2029, that would repeal Marriage and Family
Therapy licensure (HRS Chapter 451]). The de-regulation of Marriage and Family Therapy licensure
is not in the best interest of the people of Hawail. Regulating the practice of Matriage and Family
Therapy (MFT) protects consumers from unqualified practitioners and protects qualified
practitioners’ rights to ptovide MFT services.

Since 1947, Catholic Charities Hawali services over 60,000 individuals each year, with over 30
different programs. Much of our staff are cither licensed as an MFT or come from Martriage and
Family Therapy backgrounds, and continue to do work with populations servicing the homeless,
child abuse and neglect, substance abuse, domestic violence, sex abuse, and so forth. Licensure
requirements help to uphold our practicionets to a high level of standard and ethics.

If Marriage and Family Therapy is no longer regulated, insurance cattiers would no longer recognize
Mazrriage and Family Therapists, and this would prevent clients from utilizing their health insurance

to cover counseling services. This would be dettimental to our clients and cause financial hardships
for them, especially in this cutrent state of our economy.

On behalf of Catholic Charities Hawatl, we request to retain the language and definition of Matriage
and Family Therapy (licensed in marriage and family therapy practice pursuant to Chapter 451]), and
not have the licensure de-regulated. Please contact me at (808) 527-4905 for further inquiries.
Thank you for the oppartunity for our agency to submit our testimony.

Sincerely,
MG‘WS, PhD

Division Administrator
Catholic Charities Hawalii

i@ mqﬂmzoo N. Vineyard Boulevard, Suite 200 ¢ Honolulu, Hawai'i 96817-3938 » Phone (808) 536-1794 ¢ Rax (808) 599-8761 Un\i”
: BAR wrww,CatholicCharitiesHawaii.org




Hawaii Association for Marriage and Family Therapy

(808) 291-5321 P.0. Box 2120
(808) 622-4971 Honolulu, HI 96805-2120

hamft.admin@gmail.com
www.hamft.net

HAMFT networks, educates, and advocates for the enrichment of our members, the
advancement of our profession, and the health of our community.

Testimony by:

Paul D. Kai Swigart, Ph.D., M.F.T
HB 2029, Professions and Occupations
House FIN Hearing — Fri. Feb. 19, 2010

Room 308 —11:00 am
Agenda Item #2
Position: Oppose

Chair Oshiro, and Members of the House Finance Committee:

My name is Paul D. Kai Swigart, Ph.D., M.F.T., and I am President of the Hawaii
Association for Marriage and Family Therapy (HAMFT), a division of the American
Association for Marriage and Family Therapy (AAMFT). HAMFT represents 208
licensed Marriage and Family Therapists (MFTs); and a total of 315 members in the State
of Hawaii. MFTs work in a variety of agencies and settings within our state including,
but not limited to: the Department of Education in the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act; the Department of Health; active duty military and their families; U.S.
Department of Transportation; rural areas; families and communities; hospital and clinic
systems; substance abuse treatment centers; and mental health practices.

Marriage and Family Therapy is a science driven, research based profession comprised of
mental health practitioners trained and licensed to independently diagnose and treat
mental health and substance abuse problems. MFTs specialize in treating mental
disorders within the context of relationships. MFTs work with the individual, couple, or
family to change behavioral patterns so that problems can be resolved.

The Federal government has designated marriage and family therapy as a “core mental
health profession” along with psychiatry, psychology, social work, and psychiatric
nursing. MFTs provide the full range of mental health and substance abuse services
including, but not limited to: 1. individual psychotherapy; 2. relationship counseling; 3.



family therapy; 4. work-related consultation; 5. substance abuse professional evaluations;
6. child custody evaluation; 7. school counseling; and more. MFTs are the only
professionals required to be trained in family therapy.

We strongly oppose this bill that would repeal Marriage and Family Therapy (HRS
Chapter 451J). The de-regulation of Marriage and Family Therapists is not in the best
interest of the consumer. Regulating the practice of Marriage and Family Therapy
protects consumers from unqualified practitioners and protects qualified practitioners’
rights to provide MFT services. MFT practitioners in Hawaii have been providing
quality care while adhering to ethical standards of practice. However, with de-regulation,
there is the potential for Marriage and Family Therapists who have been censored in
other states to practice in Hawaii and, in the worst case scenario, an individual could
establish her/his own practice and claim that they provide Marriage and Family Therapy
services; when, in fact, she/he may not have the professional qualifications which could
clearly lead to consumer harm. Further, Hawaii would be the only state in the nation that

would not have some form of government oversight of the marriage and family therapy
profession.

MFTs have wide acceptance as providers of mental health services throughout the
country. MFTs are licensed or certified to provide mental health services in 50 states. The
Federal government has designated marriage and family therapy as a

"core mental health profession” along with psychiatry, psychology, social work and
psychiatric nursing.

MFTs are effective. Research studies repeatedly demonstrate the effectiveness of
marriage and family therapy in treating the full range of mental and emotional disorders
and health problems. Adolescent drug abuse, depression, alcoholism, obesity and
dementia in the elderly -- as well as marital distress and conflict — are just some of the
conditions Marriage and Family Therapists effectively treat. Studies also show that
clients are highly satisfied with services of Marriage and

Family Therapists. Clients report marked improvement in work productivity, coworker
relationships, family relationships, partner relationships, emotional health,

overall health, social life, and community involvement.

MFTs are wanted and used by the public. In a recent study, 96% of consumers report that
marriage and family therapists are mental health professionals they would recommend to
friends. Over 98 percent of clients of marriage and family therapists report therapy
services as good or excellent. (1) MFTs are widely accepted in the area of Substance
Abuse Treatment. The US Department of Transportation now uses Marriage and Family
Therapists (MFTs) to evaluate any of the approximately 12.1 million people performing
safety sensitive transportation jobs who are covered by DOT drug and alcohol
regulations. In addition, studies by the Lewin Group (2) have shown that MFTs receive as

much or more regular training in Substance Abuse Treatment as other mental health
professions.




The Federal Government extensively recognizes MFTs in education, veterans treatment,
Tricare, and other areas. The Veterans Administration (VA) also uses MFTs as mental
health providers under the Veterans Benefits Act (38 U.S.C.A. §7402). This law
authorizes the hiring of MFTs within the VA, and specifically mentions MFT
qualifications in addressing veterans' post-traumatic stress disorder needs. The
Department of Education, in the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, designates
marriage and family therapists as qualified providers of early intervention services to
infants and toddlers with a disability. Champus/Tricare, the federal health care program
for members of the uniformed services and their families, uses MFTs as mental health
service providers also.

MFTs are more likely to practice in rural areas than are other mental health professions.
Family Therapists are more likely to be in rural areas than psychiatrists and also to be in
areas that do not have a psychiatrist (3). In the most rural counties in the U.S., which
make up 15.5% of all counties in the U.S., there are twice as many MFTs as psychiatrists
in those counties (4). Including Family Therapists in health plans has lead to a greater
number of covered providers in rural counties in many other states. There is no reason to
expect that Hawaii will be any different.

MEFTs specifically work in concert with other professions as well as with families and
communities. MFTs specifically look for ways to collaborate within the entire system of
care. In a recent study, nearly half of the clients of MFTs were also taking some form of

psychotropic medication, demonstrating MFTs traditional collaborative and working
relationship with other professions (5).

Finally, if you, or a family member, had a family crisis, potential relationship breakup,
family substance abuse problem, or adolescent emergency; your physician would refer
you for marriage and family therapy services. The MFT would work with you on the
resolution of your relationship or family problems. However, if this bill were
implemented, marriage and family therapy services would no longer be covered benefits
due to the fact that marriage and family therapy would no longer be regulated. Major
insurance carriers, such as HMSA and AlohaCare, along with Medicaid; and other g

party payers only recognize services performed by licensed and/or registered
professionals.

We respectfully request that language to repeal Marriage and Family Therapy (HRS
Chapter 451J) be removed from HB2029. I can be reached at (808) 987-7070 if
additional information is needed. Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony.

Sincerely,

| —

Paul D. Kai Swigart, Ph.D., M.F.T.,, CE.AP,S.AP.,CAL,
HAMFT President



1. William J. Doherty and Deborah S. Simmons,"Clinical Practice Patterns of Marriage and Family
Therapists: A National Survey of Therapists and Clients"Journal of Mivital and Family
Therapy(Alexandria, VA AAMFT 1996) 18.

2. Henrick Harwood, "Training of Behavioral Health Practitioners to Address Substance Use Disorders,"
Family Therapy Magazine, November-December 2003,40-42.

3. David Bergman, "Marriage and Family Therapists Serving Rural Clients,"Family Therapy Magazine,
November-December 2004,33.

4. David Bergman, "Marriage and Family Therapists Serving Rural Clients,"Family Therapy Magazine,
November-December 2004,32.

5. David Hartley, et al., State Licensure Lows and the Mental Health Professions: Implications for the
Rural

Mental Health Workforce (Portland, ME: Maine Rural Health Research Center, University of Southern
Maine, 2002) 8.

fﬁ



111 N. Wabash Ave.
Suite 1010

= & 8 2 s 2 = Lid .
Uniform Law Commission Fron i
NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF COMMISSIONERS ON UNIFORM STATE LAWS (312) 450-6601 fax

www.nccusl.org

February 18, 2010

Representative Marcus R. Oshiro
Chair, House Committee on Finance
39th Representative District

Hawaii State Capitol, Room 306
415 South Beretania Street
Honolulu, H1 96813

RE: H.B. 2029, H.D. 1

Written Only
Testimony on H.B. 2029, H.D. 1

Dear Chair Oshiro and Members of the House Committee on Finance:

Thank you very much for the opportunity to submit testimony on House Bill No. 2029, H.D.1. We
respectfully oppose the portion of this bill (section 4) that repeals the Uniform Athlete Agents Act, which
is codified as chapter 481E, Hawaii Revised Statutes, and respectfully request that the bill be amended
to delete all references to chapter 481E.

The Uniform Athlete Agents Act provides for the uniform registration, certification, and a mandated
criminal history disclosure of sports agents seeking to represent student athletes who are or may be
eligible to participate in intercollegiate sports, imposes specified contract terms on these agreements to
the benefit of student athletes, and provides educational institutions with a right to notice along with a
civil cause of action for damages resulting from a breach of specified duties. The act has been passed in
41 states, and adopted in Hawaii in 2007. Nationally, the ULC has enjoyed the cooperation and
assistance of the NCAA, and the U.S. Congress expressly indicated its encouragement of states to adopt
the act in its passage of the federal Sports Agent Responsibility and Trust Act (15 U.S.C. 7801 et seq.,
§7807) to provide state protection for student athletes and institutions, and regulation of agents.

With the proliferation of professional sport franchises in the United States, and the immense sums now
paid to athletes for commercial endorsement contracts, it is no surprise that the commercial
marketplace in which athlete agents operate has become very competitive. And while maximizing the
income of one’s clients is certainly a sound business practice, the recruitment of a student-athlete while
he or she is still enrolled in an educational institution may cause substantial eligibility or other problems
for both the student and the school, especially where the athlete is not aware of the implications of
signing the agency agreement or where agency is established without notice to the athletic director of
the school. The problem becomes even more acute where an unscrupulous agent misleads a student.
The agency business is not confined to a single state, and professional agents operate and interact with
students and universities across the country, including Hawaii. Where agent registration and disclosure
requirements vary greatly from state to state, it can cause confusion among student athletes, athletic
departments, educational institutions, and the agents themselves, with potentially very harmful results.

The act requires agents to disclose their training, experience, and education, whether they or an



associate have been convicted of a felony or crime of moral turpitude, have been administratively or
judicially determined to have made false or deceptive representations, have had their agent’s license
denied, suspended, or revoked in any state, or have been the subject or cause of any sanction,
suspension, or declaration of ineligibility. Agents are required to maintain executed contracts and other
specified records for a period of five years, including information about represented individuals and
recruitment expenditures, which would be open to inspection by the state.

While the act imposes disclosure, registration, and record-keeping requirements on the athlete agents
themselves, those who are issued a valid certificate of registration or licensure in one state are able to
cross-file that application (or a renewal thereof) in all other states that have adopted the act. This
aspect of the act at once simplifies regulatory compliance for agents, while at the same time facilitates
the ability of all jurisdictions to obtain dependable, uniform information on an agent’s professional
conduct in other states. With near-nationwide adoption, the process is an effective and familiar one for
both regulators and the regulated community.

Because the potential loss of intercollegiate eligibility is a serious and often unexpected effect of
entering an athlete-agent contract, the act provides student-athletes with a statutory right to cancel an
agency contract within 14 days after the contract is signed without penalty. In addition, athlete-agent
contracts subject to the act are required to disclose the amount and method of calculating the agent’s
compensation, the name of any unregistered person receiving compensation because the athlete signed
the agreement, a description of reimbursable expenses and services to be provided, as well as warnings
disclosing the cancellation and notice requirements imposed under the act.

The potential loss of a student-athlete’s eligibility is also a serious concern for athletic programs at
educational institutions, and consistent reports of universities facing consequences for improper activity
have populated the media in recent years. Accordingly, the act requires both the agent and the student-
athlete to give notice of the contract to the athletic director of the affected educational institution
within 72 hours of signing the agreement, or before the athlete’s next scheduled athletic event,
whichever occurs first. Where applicable, the agent must also provide this notice to a school where he
or she has reasonable grounds to believe the athlete intends to enroll. The act provides educational
institutions with a statutory right of action for damages, including losses and expenses incurred as a
result of the educational institution being penalized, disqualified, or suspended from participation by an
athletics association (ie. the NCAA) or conference, or as a result of reasonable self-imposed disciplinary
actions taken to mitigate sanctions, as well as associated party costs and reasonable attorney’s fees.

Finally, the act prohibits athlete agents from providing materially false or misleading information or
making a materially false promise or representation with the intent of inducing a student athlete to
enter into an agency contract, or from furnishing anything of value to a student athlete or another
person before that athlete enters into an agency contract. The act provides that an athlete agent may
not intentionally initiate contact with a student athlete unless registered under this act, and may not
refuse or willfully fail to retain or permit inspection of required records, fail to register where required,
provide materially false or misleading information in an application for registration or renewal thereof,
predate or postdate an agency contract, or fail to notify a student athlete (prior to signing) that signing
an agency contract may make the student athlete ineligible to participate as a student athlete in that
sport. The act imposes criminal penalties for violations of these prohibitions.

The Uniform Athlete Agents Act provides extremely important protections for student-athletes and the



educational institutions where they compete, creates a uniform body of agent registration information
for use by state agencies, simplifies the regulatory environment faced by legitimate sports agents, and
provides public and private recourse against unscrupulous actors. It has become part of the core
foundation for agent regulation throughout the nation, and Hawaii should retain this legislation for the
benefit of its student-athlete, university, and agent communities.

If 1 can be of further assistance, or answer any further questtons please contact me at 312-450-6621 or
kieran.marion@nccusl.org.

Sincerely,

Kieran P. Marion
Uniform Law Commission (NCCUSL)
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February 19, 2010

The Honorable Marcus Oshiro, Chair
The Honorable Marilyn Lee, Vice Chair
House Committee on Finance

Re: HB 2029 HD1 — Relating to Professions and Occupations

Dear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Committee:

The Hawaii Medical Service Association (HMSA) appreciates the opportunity to testify on HB 2029 HD1

which would repeal the state oversight for marriage and family therapists (MFTs). HMSA has concerns with
this measure.

Currently, as part of our credentialing process, we require MFTs who wish to participate with HMSA to
demonstrate they comply with state regulatory oversight. We believe that the state sanctioned recognition
requirement adds an additional layer of scrutiny to health care providers working in allied health professions
which assists in ensuring quality while protecting our members. The removal of the statutes overseeing the
licensure and recognition of MFTs could end up being detrimental to consumers and would also remove the
ability of these individuals to meet current HMSA credentialing standards. If they cannot meet the credentialing
standards, HMSA will not contract with these providers, negatively impacting access to care for some members.

In 2007 the legislature saw fit to award MFTs licensure status and add them to the section of statute regarding
mental health and substance abuse benefit coverage. The ability of MFTs to provide these types of services in
the community increases access to some of the most vulnerable members of our community.

We believe that it is in the state’s best interest to continue to hold these providers to the same regulatory gold
standard as other health professionals in the community and therefore request that their licensing statute remain
intact. Thank you for the opportunity to testify today.

Sincerely,

Jennifer Diesman
Vice President
Government Relations

Hawaii Medical Service Association 818 Keeaumoku St.« P.O. Box 860 {808) 848-5110 Branch offices located on Internet address
Honolulu, HI 96808-0860 Hawaii, Kauai and Maui www. HMSBA .com
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February 18, 2010

TO: Rep. Marcus Oshiro, Chair
And members of the House Finance Committee

FROM: Debbie Shimizu, LSW
National Association of Social Workers- Hawaii Chapter

RE: HB 2029, HD1 Relating to Professions and Occupations- OPPOSE

Chair Oshiro and members of the House Finance Committee. I am Debbie Shimizu, Executive
Director of the National Association of Social Workers, Hawaii Chapter. I am testifying in
OPPOSITION to HB 2029, HD1 Relating to Professions and Occupations.

Historically, the National Association of Social Workers, Hawaii Chapter (NASW) has
supported the licensing of Marriage and Family Therapists (MFTs). We recognize them as one
of the five core mental health professionals acknowledged by federal statutes along with social
workers, psychiatric nurses, psychologists and psychiatrists. MFTs have worked with social
workers to provide needed services in the community. Their presence as a licensed profession
enhances the access to mental health services needed especially in rural areas.

The law to regulate MFTs was passed in 1998 to protect consumers. Repealing their license will
leave consumers with no oversight over practitioners who are unethical or do not meet the
qualifications established by the profession. MFTs who do harm to their clients will not have to

be accountable for their practice and will not suffer any sanctions. This is not in the best interest
of the public.

We urge you to hold this measure. Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

677 Ala Moana Blvd #702 ® Honolulu, HI 96813 @ TEL (808)521-1787 ® FAX (808)628-6990 ® Email: info@naswhi.org
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Testimony by:

Robert Craig Norton

Human Director of Personnel and Training
Marimed Foundation

HB 2029, Professions and Occupations
House FIN Hearing — Fri. Feb. 19, 2010
Room 308 —11:00 am

Agenda Item #2

Position: OPPOSITION to bill HB2029

Chair Oshiro, and Members of the House Finance Committee:

As Director of Personnel and Training for Marimed Foundation, I would like to express
opposition to this bill. Marimed Foundation provides necessary and valuable services to the
State of Hawaii. We provide residential care for high risk adolescent males through contracts
with the State Department of Health Child and Adolescent and Mental Health Division.

Marriage and Family therapist are critical members of our system of care here at Marimed
Foundation. Our clinical director is a Licensed Marriage and Family therapist and thus is
qualified by CAMHD to provide services to youth in their system.

It is essential to our contract with the State Department of Health that Marriage and Family
Therapist continue to be licensed in the State of Hawaii.

As the Chair and the rest of the House Finance Committee can see from the below information,
Licensing Marriage and Family Therapy is considered to be a national standard practiced by all
other states. My hope is that the State of Hawaii continues to honor the much needed work in
our communities by keeping Marriage and Family Therapist Licensing.

e MEFTs have wide acceptance as providers of mental health services throughout the
country. MFTs are licensed or certified to provide mental health services in 50 states. The
- Federal government has designated marriage and family therapy as a "core mental health
profession" along with psychiatry, psychology, social work and psychiatric nursing.

e MFTs are effective. Research studies repeatedly demonstrate the effectiveness of
marriage and family therapy in treating the full range of mental and emotional disorders
and health problems. Adolescent drug abuse, depression, alcoholism, obesity and
dementia in the elderly -- as well as marital distress and conflict — are just some of the
conditions Marriage and Family Therapists effectively treat. Studies also show that
clients are highly satisfied with services of Marriage and Family Therapists. Clients
report marked improvement in work productivity, coworker relationships, family
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Aloha,

relationships, partner relationships, emotional health, overall health, social life, and
community involvement.

MFTs are wanted and used by the public. In a recent study, 96% of consumers report that
marriage and family therapists are mental health professionals they would recommend to
friends. Over 98 percent of clients of marriage and family therapists report therapy
services as good or excellent. (1) MFTs are widely accepted in the area of Substance
Abuse Treatment. The US Department of Transportation now uses Marriage and Family
Therapists (MFTs) to evaluate any of the approximately 12.1 million people performing
safety sensitive transportation jobs who are covered by DOT drug and alcohol
regulations. In addition, studies by the Lewin Group (2) have shown that MFTs receive as

much or more regular training in Substance Abuse Treatment as other mental health
professions.

The Federal Government extensively recognizes MFTs in education, veterans treatment,
Tricare, and other areas. The Veterans Administration (VA) also uses MFTs as mental
health providers under the Veterans Benefits Act (38 U.S.C.A. §7402). This law
authorizes the hiring of MFTs within the VA, and specifically mentions MFT
qualifications in addressing veterans' post-traumatic stress disorder needs. The
Department of Education, in the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, designates
marriage and family therapists as qualified providers of early intervention services to
infants and toddlers with a disability. Champus/Tricare, the federal health care program
for members of the uniformed services and their families, uses MFTs as mental health
service providers also.

MFTs are more likely to practice in rural areas than are other mental health professions.
Family Therapists are more likely to be in rural areas than psychiatrists and also to be in
areas that do not have a psychiatrist (3). In the most rural counties in the U.S., which
make up 15.5% of all counties in the U.S., there are twice as many MFTs as psychiatrists
in those counties (4). Including Family Therapists in health plans has lead to a greater
number of covered providers in rural counties in many other states. There is no reason to
expect that Hawaii will be any different.

MEFTs specifically work in concert with other professions as well as with families and
communities. MFTs specifically look for ways to collaborate within the entire system of
care. In a recent study, nearly half of the clients of MFTs were also taking some form of
psychotropic medication, demonstrating MFT's traditional collaborative and working
relationship with other professions (5).

Robert Craig Norton
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HB 2029, Professions and Occupations
House FIN Hearing — Fri. Feb. 19, 2010
Room 308 — 11:00 am

Agenda Item #2

Position: OPPOSITION to bill HB2029

Aloha Chair Oshiro, and Members of the House Finance Committee:

I am a Marriage and Family Therapist Student at Argosy University. I am two months away

from graduation. I chose Marriage and Family Therapy after evaluating other similar degrees
" based on several factors.

1. Its theories and approaches are firmly grounded in scientific research

2. A Masters in Marriage and Family Therapy will allow me to pursue Doctoral interest in
the future.

3. The State of Hawaii Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist.

4. Last, but most importantly, I firmly believed at the time, and I am absolutely certain now,
that the field of Marriage and Family Therapy trains and equips professionals to be
“therapist.” -

As someone who is very near to graduation, I have aspirations of providing private practice
services to clients in our communities. I have over 17 years of experience in the Human Service
field and along with excellent an excellent educational program at Argosy, I feel that I will
provide effective and much needed service to our communities.

My hope is that the Chair and the rest of the committee not pass this bill.

e MFTs have wide acceptance as providers of mental health services throughout the
country. MFTs are licensed or certified to provide mental health services in 50 states. The
Federal government has designated marriage and family therapy as a "core mental health
profession” along with psychiatry, psychology, social work and psychiatric nursing.

e MFTs are effective. Research studies repeatedly demonstrate the effectiveness of
marriage and family therapy in treating the full range of mental and emotional disorders
and health problems. Adolescent drug abuse, depression, alcoholism, obesity and
dementia in the elderly -- as well as marital distress and conflict — are just some of the
conditions Marriage and Family Therapists effectively treat. Studies also show that
clients are highly satisfied with services of Marriage and Family Therapists. Clients
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report marked improvement in work productivity, coworker relationships, family

relationships, partner relationships, emotional health, overall health, social life, and
community involvement.

MFTs are wanted and used by the public. In a recent study, 96% of consumers report that
marriage and family therapists are mental health professionals they would recommend to
friends. Over 98 percent of clients of marriage and family therapists report therapy
services as good or excellent. (1) MFTs are widely accepted in the area of Substance
Abuse Treatment. The US Department of Transportation now uses Marriage and Family
Therapists (MFTs) to evaluate any of the approximately 12.1 million people performing
safety sensitive transportation jobs who are covered by DOT drug and alcohol
regulations. In addition, studies by the Lewin Group (2) have shown that MFTs receive as

much or more regular training in Substance Abuse Treatment as other mental health
professions.

The Federal Government extensively recognizes MFTs in education, veterans treatment,

- Tricare, and other areas. The Veterans Administration (VA) also uses MFTs as mental

Aloha,

health providers under the Veterans Benefits Act (38 U.S.C.A. §7402). This law
authorizes the hiring of MFTs within the VA, and specifically mentions MFT
qualifications in addressing veterans' post-traumatic stress disorder needs. The
Department of Education, in the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, designates
marriage and family therapists as qualified providers of early intervention services to
infants and toddlers with a disability. Champus/Tricare, the federal health care program

for members of the uniformed services and their families, uses MFTs as mental health
service providers also.

MEFTs are more likely to practice in rural areas than are other mental health professions.
Family Therapists are more likely to be in rural areas than psychiatrists and also to be in
areas that do not have a psychiatrist (3). In the most rural counties in the U.S., which
make up 15.5% of all counties in the U.S., there are twice as many MFTs as psychiatrists
in those counties (4). Including Family Therapists in health plans has lead to a greater
number of covered providers in rural counties in many other states. There is no reason to
expect that Hawaii will be any different.

MFTs specifically work in concert with other professions as well as with families and
communities. MFTs specifically look for ways to collaborate within the entire system of
care. In a recent study, nearly half of the clients of MFTs were also taking some form of
psychotropic medication, demonstrating MFTs traditional collaborative and working
relationship with other professions (5).

Robert Craig Norton
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PRESENTATION OF THE
BOARD OF BARBERING AND COSMETOLOGY

TO THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON
FINANCE

TWENTY-FIFTH LEGISLATURE
Regular Session of 2010

Friday, February 19, 2010
11:00 a.m.
TESTIMONY ON HOUSE BILL NO. 2029, H.D. 1, RELATING TO
PROFESSIONS AND OCCUPATIONS.

TO THE HONORABLE MARCUS R. OSHIRO, CHAIR,
AND MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE:

My name is Lance Marugame, and | am the Vice-Chairperson of the
Board of Barbering and Cosmetology (“Board”). Thank you for the opportunity to
present testimony on behalf of the Board in strong opposition to House Bill No.
2029, H.D. 1, Relating to Professions and Occupations.

One of the purposes of this bill is to repeal the regulatory programs for
barbers and cosmetologists.

The Board strongly disagrees with this proposal to repeal Chapters 438
and 439 of the Hawaii Revised Statutes. Doing so will result in public harm by
opening the door to fraud, incompetence, and public distrust in barbers and
cosmetologists. Both licensing laws provide the Board with the authority to
establish training standards, entry-level competence, scope of practice, and
disciplinary standards, which are essential parts of effective consumer protection.
The licensing laws provide for the necessary training and competence, with

emphasis on safety and sanitation, before licensees are able to perform



Testimony on House Bill No. 2029, H.D. 1
Friday, February 19, 2010
Page 2

barbering, hairdressing, skin care, and nail technology services directly on clients
without supervision.

Hairdressers and barbers are not just cutting hair; they are coloring,
permanent waving, highlighting, bleaching, straightening, and providing other
services that utilize potentially harmful chemicals. These chemicals can cause
chemical burns if not properly applied by trained, competent professionals. Nail
technicians are not just applying nail polish, but are using electronic nail buffers
and sanders that require skills and full knowledge of health and safety guidelines
that must be strictly followed in order to prevent injury and mitigate the spread of
diseases. Estheticians are not just applying makeup and doing facial massages,
but are using products with cosmeceutical ingredients such as retinoid, glycolic
acid (AHA), and specialized machines that ma'nipulate different parts of the
customer’s face and body. Without proper training and skills proven by licensure,
and assessed by examination, no one should be allowed to provide these types
of services to the public. The chemicals, products, and specialized equipment
commonly used in this industry can seriously and permanently harm consumers
when applied or utilized by inadequately trained, unlicensed individuals. The
health and safety risks to the public are compounded exponentially when these
services are provided without any regulatory oversight.

Sunset reports issued by the Legislative Auditor (most recently in January
2001) have recommended the deregulation of the barbering and cosmetology

occupations, as well as beauty shops, barber shops, beauty schools, and beauty
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instructors. The recommendations in these sunset reports have never been
 adopted by the legislature, but have consistently been rebutted and rejected by
legislators who chose not to adopt the auditor’'s recommendations but to
acknowledge the necessity of regulating these service areas and providers,
based upon the very real potential for jeopardizing consumer safety.

This position has also been consistently held by various national and
regional entities affiliated with the beauty industry that are stakeholders in
regulating the industry for public protection, such as the National-Interstate
Council of State Boards of Cosmetology, the National Coalition of Esthetics &
Related Professional Associations, and the National Association of Barber
Boards of America. This committee may have received testimony in opposition
to this measure from a number of these stakeholders.

In addition, repealing the statutes that régulate barbering and cosmetology
in Hawaii would adversely impact State and federal regulators that rely on
licensing information to carry out their duties and responsibilities. The State
Department of Education (“DOE”) relies upon the Board’s training standards to
determine appropriate course curriculum for students, as well as the training
standards for licensed barbers or beauty instructors to become teachers for
barber or beauty schools. The Board’s licensing laws require that barber and
beauty shops comply with the sanitation standards of the State Department of
Health (“DOH”). And, in order to comply with the federal Food and Drug

Administration’s (“FDA") “for professional use only” labeling, the barber and
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beauty supply retailers rely on the Board’s barber and beauty operator licenses
to ensure that only qualified practitioners are able to purchase such labeled
products and equipment. Repealing the barber and cosmetology licensing laws
will certainly undermine these _safeguards badministered by the DOE, the DOH,
and the FDA.

As you may know, all fifty states require licensure for some or all services
provided by barbers and cosmetologists. If this measure is enacted, Hawaii,
which began licensing beauty operators in 1929 and barbers in 1947, would be
the only state without licensing regulations for these occupations. Because of
this long history of licensing for both barbering and cosmetology, the public
readily accepts and recognizes these licenses as a standard of professionalism
in the community. Therefore, deregulation will result in public outcry and concern
because barbering and cosmetology services would be performed directly on
clients without statutory authority to ensure that practitioners meet entry level
training and competency standards.

To satisfy the growing desire for more varied and advanced types of
services not just for beautification but for essential skin and hair health, and not
just by women but increasingly considered by men to be an important component
of good health, the consuming public will continue to seek out the competent
licensed professional who will work together with the client for optimal wellbeing
and appearance. Preserving the licensure of these professionals will ensure the

public’s safety and protection.
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In closing, the Board strongly voices its opposition to House Bill No. 2029,
H.D. 1, and respectfully requests that it be held. Thank you for the opportunity to

testify. | will be happy to answer any questions that you may have.
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Chair Oshiro and Members of the House Committee on Finance:

Thank you very much for this opportunity to testify on House Bill No. 2029,
H.D.1.

The State Commission to Promote Uniform Legislation strongly opposes
the portion of this bill (section 4) that repeals the Uniform Athlete Agents Act,
which is codified as chapter 481E, Hawaii Revised Statutes. We respectfully
request that the bill be amended to delete all references to chapter 481E.

The National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws
(NCCUSL) developed the Uniform Athlete Agents Act at the request of the
National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) as part of an effort to prevent
unscrupulous athlete agents from preying on student athletes--and the
concomitant problems of athletes losing their athletic eligibility and educational
institutions having their programs sanctioned. A summary of the Act is attached.

Unlike other professional and vocational regulatory measures:

(1) This is not a case where the practitioners sought to
have themselves regulated because they believed it advantageous
to themselves;



(2) There is no regulatory board or commission that needs
to be supported;

(3) The program is already handled directly by the
Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs;

(4) This is therefore not a situation where the regulated
persons are likely to come out in support of the program;

(6) Student athletes and their families, the prospective

beneficiaries of the legislation, are not an organized community.

Unlike other regulatory programs, there would appear to be relatively little
work involved. There are no examinations to administer. The level of regulation
is mild. Athlete agents are only required to register, and the number of people
regulated is small. It is therefore difficult to imagine that the repeal of this law will
generate any appreciable cost savings.

Reflecting the national scope of the problem, Hawaii is now one of 41
jurisdictions that have enacted the Uniform Athlete Agents Act. We are
concerned that repeal of the law could make Hawaii a destination for those
seeking to avoid the need to disclose their activities publicly.

For the foregoing reasons, we request that H.B. No. 2029, H.D.1 be

amended to delete references to chapter 481E, HRS, the Uniform Athlete Agents
Act.
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Uniform Athlete Agents Act

With the proliferation of professional sport franchises in the United States, and the immense sums now paid
to athletes for commercial endorsement contracts, it is no surprise that the commercial marketplace in which
athlete agents operate has become very competitive. And while maximizing the income of one’s clients is
certainly the "American way” (as well as good business practice), the recruitment of a student-athlete while
he or she is still enrolled in an educational institution may cause substantial eligibility or other problems for
both the student and the school, especially where the athlete is not aware of the implications of signing the
agency agreement or where agency is established without notice to the athletic director of the school. The
problem becomes even more acute where an unscrupulous agent misieads a student. While several states
have enacted legislation to address these issues, agent registration and disclosure requirements vary

greatly from state to state, causing confusion among student athletes, athletic departments, educational
institutions, and the agents themselves.

The Uniform Athlete Agents Act provides for the uniform registration, certification, and a mandated criminal
history disclosure of sports agents seeking to represent student athletes who are or may be eligible to
participate in intercollegiate sports, imposes specified contract terms on these agreements to the benefit of
student athletes, and provides educational institutions with a right to notice along with a civil cause of action
for damages resulting from a breach of specified duties.

The act requires agents to disclose their training, experience, and education, whether they or an associate
have been convicted of a felony or crime of moral turpitude, have been administratively or judicially
determined to have made false or deceptive representations, have had their agent's license denied,
suspended, or revoked in any state, or have been the subject or cause of any sanction, suspension, or
declaration of ineligibility. Agents are required to maintain executed contracts and other specified records for
a period of five years, including information about represented individuals and recruitment expenditures,
which would be open to inspection by the state.

While the act imposes significant disclosure, registration, and record-keeping requirements on athlete
agents, those who are issued a valid certificate of registration or licensure in one state would be able to
cross-file that application (or a renewal thereof) in all other states that have adopted the act. This aspect of
the act at once simplifies regulatory compliance for agents, while at the same time facilitates the ability of all
jurisdictions to obtain dependable, uniform information on an agent's professional conduct in other states.

Because the potential loss of intercollegiate eligibility is a serious, and often unexpected, effect of entering
an athlete-agent contract, the act provides student-athletes with a statutory right to cancel an agency
contract within 14 days after the contract is signed without penalty. In addition, athlete-agent contracts
subject to the act are required to disclose the amount and method of calculating the agent’'s compensation,
the name of any unregistered person receiving compensation because the athlete signed the agreement, a
description of reimbursable expenses and services to be provided, as well as warnings disclosing the
cancellation and notice requirements imposed under the act.

The potential loss of a student-athlete’s eligibility is also a serious concem for athletic programs at
educational institutions B accordingly, the act requires both the agent and the student-athlete to give notice
of the contract to the athletic director of the affected educational institution within 72 hours of signing the
agreement, or before the athlete’s next scheduled athletic event, whichever occurs first. Where applicable,



the agent must also provide this notice to a school where he or she has reasonable grounds to believe the
athlete intends to enroll. The act would also provide educational institutions with a statutory right of action
against an athlete agent or former student athlete (several, but not joint, liability) for damages, including
losses and expenses incurred as a result of the educational institution being penalized, disqualified, or
suspended from participation by an athletics assaciation or conference, or as a result of reasonable self-

imposed disciplinary actions taken to mitigate sanctions, as well as associated party costs and reasonable
attorney’s fees.

Finally, the act prohibits athlete agents from providing materially false or misleading information or making a
materially false promise or representation with the intent of inducing a student athlete to enter into an
agency contract, or from furnishing anything of value to a student athlete or another person before that
athlete enters into an agency contract. The act provides that an athlete agent may not intentionally initiate
contact with a student athlete unless registered under this act, and may not refuse or willfully fail to retain or
permit inspection of required records, fail to register where required, provide materially false or misleading
information in an application for registration or renewal thereof, predate or postdate an agency contract, or
fail to notify a student athlete (prior to signing) that signing an agency contract may make the student athlete

ineligible to participate as a student athlete in that sport. The act would impose criminal penalties for
violations of these prohibitions.

The Uniform Athlete Agents Act provides important protections for student-athietes and the educational
institutions where they compete, creates a uniform body of agent registration information for use by state
agencies, and simplifies the regulatory environment faced by legitimate sports agents.

© Uniform Law Commission
111 N. Wabash Ave., Suite 1010
Chicago, Iilinois 60602

1 (312) 450-6600 | fax: (312) 450-6601
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Testimony for House Finance Committee
Hearing scheduled: Friday, February 19, 2010, 11:00 a.m.
Measure #: HB2029
OPPOSED

February 17, 2010

Chairman Marcus Oshiro, Vice-Chair Marilyn Lee
and Members of the House Finance Commitiee
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 308

415 S. Beretania Street

Honoluly, HI 96813

RE: HB 2029, Relating to Professions and Occupations/OPPOSED
Dear Chairman Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Finance Committee:
| am writing to express my opposition to HB2029 and to vote against its passage within your committee.

| am the Chief Operating Officer for Community Empowerment Services (CES), we are contracted as a
purchase of service provider with the Department of Health, Adult Mental Health Division, serving
Adults with serious mental iliness.

CES utilizes Licensed Marriage and Family Therapists in our daily scope of work. Our clients see
MFT’s for therapy, we employee Masters level therapists who are interning for their MFT license, and

we employ a licensed MFT as our Clinical Director, as the State requires we hire a “Qualified Mental
Health Professional.” .

Repealing the regulatory program managing licensure of MFTs would decrease the availability of
qualified mental health services within our state, especially to those who reside in rural areas, causing
hardship for clients and for the MFT industry. MFTs are important to Hawaii and its residents because:

1. MFTs are more likely to practice in rural areas than are other mental health professions.

2. MFTs specifically work in concert with other professions as well as with families and
communities.

3. MFTs are widely recognized as providers of mental health services throughout the country and
are designated as a “core mental health profession” by the federal government. They are
effective practitioners who treat the full range of mental and emotional disorders and health
problems.

4. MFTs provide quality mental health services. Over 98 percent of clients of marriage and family
therapists report therapy services as good or excellent.

5. MFTs are extensively recognized as viable mental health providers within our federal and state
governments.

Marriage and Family Therapists provide essential mental health services to the people of Hawaii. | ask
for your support by voting against HB2029.

If you would like to speak to me directly regarding my testimony, please contact me at the phone
number and email printed above. Thank you very much for your consideration and opportunity to
testify.

Aliman Sears, COO, Community Empowerment Services
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Testimony for House Finance Committee
Hearing scheduled: Friday, February 19, 2010, 11:00 a.m.
Measure #: HB2029
Opposed
Copies needed: 2

February 17, 2010

Chairman Marcus Oshiro, Vice-Chair Marilyn Lee
and Members of the House Finance Committee
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 308

415 S. Beretania Street

Honolulu, HI 96813

RE: HB 2029, Relating to Professions and Occupations/OPPOSED
Dear Chairman Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Finance Committee:

As a Marriage and Family Therapist | am writing to express my opposition to HB2029 and vote against
its passage within your committee.

In my capacity as Program Director for the Comprehensive Counseling & Support Services Voluntary
Case Management Unit (VCMU) at Catholic Charities Hawaii | supervise a team of professional Social
Workers and Marriage and Family Therapists who provide differential response services contracted by
the Department of Human Services (DHS), Child Welfare Services (CWS) branch. In addition, | am in
the process of starting a private practice and have contracted with HMSA, TRICARE, and UHA to
provide Marriage and Family Therapy services to individuals and families in our community.

Repealing the regulatory program managing licensure of MFTs would decrease the availability of
qualified mental health services within our state, especially to those who reside in rural areas, causing
hardship for clients and for the MFT industry. MFTs are important to Hawaii and its residents because:

1. MFTs are more likely to practice in rural areas than are other mental health professions.

2. MFTs specifically work in concert with other professions as well as with families and
communities.

3. MFTs are widely recognized as providers of mental health services throughout the country and
are designated as a “core mental health profession” by the federal government. They are
effective practitioners who treat the full range of mental and emotional disorders and health
problems.

4. MFTs provide quality mental health services. Over 98 percent of clients of marriage and family
therapists report therapy services as good or excellent.

5. MFTs are extensively recognized as viable mental health providers within our federal and state
governments.

Marriage and Family Therapists provide essential mental health services to the people of Hawaii. | ask
for your support by voting against HB2029.

If you would like to speak to me directly regarding my testimony, please contact me at the phone
number and email printed above. Thank you very much for your consideration.
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Sincerely,

Coleman Connolly, MFT
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Testimony for House Finance Committee
Hearing scheduled: Friday, February 19, 2010, 11:00 a.m.
Measure #: HB2029
Opposed
Copies needed: 2

February 17, 2010

Chairman Marcus Oshiro, Vice-Chair Marilyn Lee
and Members of the House Finance Committee
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 308

415 S. Beretania Street

Honolulu, HI 96813

RE: HB 2029, Relating to Professions and Occupations/OPPOSED
Dear Chairman Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Finance Committee:

As a Marriage and Family Therapist | am writing to express my opposition to HB2029 and vote against
its passage within your committee.

As a mother of 4 children who has experienced divorce | have found having Licensed MFT's valuable
as a Mental Health Professional resource. Just a few years ago the graduate training was titled
Marriage, Family & Child Counseling. | believe since MFT's are first trained in conducting
psychotherapy and then as a sub-specialty they receive additional training in providing child and family
therapy that they are the best suited for providing psychotherapy services for children. Three of my four
children have received therapeutic services from Licensed MFT's and have significantly benefited from

it. They gained significantly improved coping skills which has enabled to steer clear of drugs, succeed
academically, and become good citizens.

As a licensed MFT | provide an array of Mental Health Services not just "marriage counseling”. | have
been educated and trained to assess mental iliness in accordance with the DSMIV. Furthermore, |
have been extensively trained by other MFT's, LCSW's, Clinical Psychologists, and Psychiatrists to
effectively provide psychotherapy treatment services. | work with adults and children suffering from
trauma, depression, anxiety, bi-polar disorder, personality disorders, eating disorders, substance abuse
and other addictions.

It is unclear to me how it is MFT's have been singled out from other Master Level Mental Health
Professionals and have been included in this list of unrelated professions being targeted for losing
licensure status.

One possible conclusion is this was drafted by persons not having sufficient knowledge about the
mental health field, the various types of providers within, and exactly what MFT's do. As stated earlier,
they are not just "marriage counselors”. We are trained to provide psychotherapy as equally as LCSW's
and then have supplemental coursework on working with family systems.

Repealing the regulatory program managing licensure of MFTs would decrease the availability of
qualified mental health services within our state, especially to those who reside in rural areas, causing
hardship for clients and for the MFT industry. MFTs are important to Hawaii and its residents because:

1. MFTs are more likely to practice in rural areas than are other mental health professions.
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2.

3.

MFTs specifically work in concert with other professions as well as with families and
communities.

MFTs are widely recognized as providers of mental health services throughout the country and
are designated as a “core mental health profession” by the federal government. They are
effective practitioners who treat the full range of mental and emotional disorders and health
problems.

MFTs provide quality mental health services. Over 98 percent of clients of marriage and family
therapists report therapy services as good or excellent.

MFTs are extensively recognized as viable mental health providers within our federal and state
governments.

Marriage and Family Therapists provide essential mental health services to the people of Hawaii. | ask
for your support by voting against HB2029.

If you would like to speak to me directly regarding my testimony, please contact me at the phone
number and email printed above. Thank you very much for your consideration.

Respecitfully,

Cynthia M. Galiano |

Page 2 of 2



Susan Lulow, Ph.D., M.F.T.

2575 S.Kihei Rd. G307
Kihei, Hi.96753

(808) 879-2022
slulow@hawaii.rr.com

Testimony for House Finance Committee
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Opposed

February 16, 2010

Chairman Marcus Oshiro, Vice-Chair Marilyn Lee
and Members of the House Finance Committee
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 308

415 S. Beretania Street

Honolulu, HI 96813

RE: HB 2029, Relating to Professions and Occupations/OPPOSED
Dear Chairman Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Finance Committee: .

As a Marriage and Family Therapist and Child Psychoanlyst, | am writing to express my opposition to
HB2029 and vote against its passage within your committee.

| practice as a Marriage and Family Therapist on Maui, treating many couples and families in great need
of my services. In addition, my Ph.D. in Child Psychoanalysis allows me to do in depth work with
children and families with very serious problems. My patients could not possibly afford to see me without
insurance, which my license as a M.F.T., allows them to do.

Repealing the regulatory program managing licensure of MFTs would decrease the availability of qualified
mental health services within our state, especially to those who reside in rural areas, causing hardship for
clients and for the MFT industry. MFTs are important to Hawaii and its residents because:

1. MFTs are more likely to practice in rural areas than are other mental health professions.

2. MFTs specifically work in concert with other professions as well as with families and communities.

3. MFTs are widely recognized as providers of mental health services throughout the country and
are designated as a “core mental health profession” by the federal government. They are
effective practitioners who treat the full range of mental and emotional disorders and health
problems.

4. MFTSs provide quality mental health services. Over 98 percent of clients of marriage and family
therapists report therapy services as good or excellent.

5. MFTs are extensively recognized as viable mental health providers within our federal and state
governments.

Marriage and Family Therapists provide essential mental health services to the people of Hawaii. | ask
for your support by voting against HB2029.

If you would like to speak to me directly regarding my testimony, please contact me at the phone number
and email printed above. Thank you very much for your consideration.



Sincerely,

Susan Lulow, Ph.D. M.F.T.
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Testimony for House Finance Committee
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February 16, 2010

- Chairman Marcus Oshiro, Vice-Chair Marilyn Lee
and Members of the House Finance Committee
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 308

415 S. Beretania Street

Honoluly, HI 96813

RE:

HB 2029, Relating to Professions and Occupations/OPPOSED

Dear Chairman Oshirg, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Finance Committee:

As a Marriage and Family Therapist (Therapy Intern, Student, Friend, etc), | writing to express my
opposition to HB2029 and vote against its passage within your committee.

(State your personal experience, what you do, or what MFTs have done for you)

Repealing the regulatory program managing licensure of MFTs would decrease the availability of
qualified mental health services within our state, especially to those who reside in rural areas, causing
hardship for clients and for the MFT industry. MFTs are important to Hawaii and its residents because:

1.
2.

3.

MFTs are more likely to practice in rural areas than are other mental health professions.

MFTs specifically work in concert with other professions as well as with families and
communities.

MFTs are widely recognized as providers of mental health services throughout the country and
are designated as a “core mental health profession” by the federal government. They are
effective practitioners who treat the full range of mental and emotional disorders and health
problems.

MFTs provide quality mental health services. Over 98 percent of clients of marriage and family
therapists report therapy services as good or excellent.

MFTs are extensively recognized as viable mental health providers within our federal and state
governments.

Marriage and Family Therapists provide essential mental health services to the people of Hawaii. | ask
for your support by voting against HB2029.

If you would like to speak to me directly regarding my testimony, please contact me at the phone
number and email printed above. Thank you very much for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Kai La Hansen
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"Ia‘n‘m'y cmlm LLC Email: besto@hawaii.rr.com

Testimony for House Finance Committee
Hearing scheduled: Friday, February 19, 2010, 11:00 a.m.
Measure #: HB2029
Opposed
Copies needed: 2

February 17, 2010

Chairman Marcus Oshiro, Vice-Chair Marilyn Lee
and Members of the House Finance Committee
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 308

415 S. Beretania Street

Honolulu, HI 96813

RE: HB 2029, Relating to Professions and Occupations/OPPOSED
Dear Chairman Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Finance Committee:

As a Marriage and Family Therapist, | writing to express my opposition to HB2029 and vote against its
passage within your committee. ‘

| have been licensed for almost four years and currently have a full-time practice in Wahiawa. | service
individuals and families on the island of Oahu who are either local residents or military dependents
individually or with their family. Many of the clients who have initially come in with their emotional and
mental pain have been able to learn to cope and heal from these pains thus leading a more peaceful
and productive life. My education and skills have allowed me to work in a field that | have passion doing

and | would like to continue to serve others in this capacity as | see my work as an MFT of value to the
community.

Repealing the regulatory program managing licensure of MFTs would decrease the availability of
qualified mental health services within our state, especially to those who reside in rural areas, causing
hardship for clients and for the MFT industry. MFTs are important to Hawaii and its residents because:

1. MFTs are more likely to practice in rural areas than are other mental health professions.
2. MFTs specifically work in concert with other professions as well as with families and
communities.

- 3. MFTs are widely recognized as providers of mental health services throughout the country and
are designated as a “core mental health profession” by the federal government. They are
effective practitioners who treat the full range of mental and emotional disorders and health
problems.

4. MFTs provide quality mental health services. Over 98 percent of clients of marriage and family
therapists report therapy services as good or excellent.

5. MFTs are extensively recognized as viable mental health providers within our federal and state
governments.
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Marriage and Family Therapists provide essential mental health services to the people of Hawaii. | ask
for your support by voting against HB2029.

If you would like to speak to me directly regarding my testimony, please contact me at the phone
number and email printed above. Thank you very much for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Bessie Estonactoc, MFT
Harmony Counseling LLC
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Jeannie Kuan Yee Chan LLC.
98-211 Pali Momi St. Suite 635, Aiea, HI 96701
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 612, Pearl City, HI 96782
Tel: 808.223.7374
Email: healingsprings@hawaii.rr.com

Testimony for House Finance Committee
Hearing scheduled: Friday, February 19, 2010, 11:00 a.m.
Measure #: HB2029
Opposed
Copies needed: 2

February 16, 2010

Chairman Marcus Oshiro, Vice-Chair Marilyn Lee
and Members of the House Finance Committee
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 308

415 S. Beretania Street

Honolulu, HI 96813

RE: HB 2029, Relating to Professions and Occupations/OPPOSED

Dear Chairman Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Finance Committee:

As a licensed Marriage and Family Therapist, | am writing to express my opposition to HB2029 and
vote against its passage within your committee.

Before | was eligible to sit for the licensing exam for this highly clinical field of MFT, | attended rigorous
training and equipping in graduate school to obtain a master's degree, which is the minimal
requirement to be on the path of licensure; and fulfilling two full years of post-graduate internship clinical
and clinical supervision. That training and credentialing process was crucial in ensuring that my clinical
skills were meeting the professional and ethical standards in serving my clients. Since | started
practicing as a licensed MFT, | have been able to serve many individuals, couples and families who
were experiencing depression, anxiety, relational issues, life transitions, resolving grief, unhealthy
codependency and other mental disorders. Since | am also fluent in Chinese language and dialects, |
have been able to help immigrant individuals and families whom are often underserved in the
mental health field. There have been many times | was part of the treatment team working
collaboratively with the patient and his or her psychiatrist and primary care physician to provide more
comprehensive care. The people of Hawaii deserve to be served by only practitioners who have

been trained, credentialed and are committed to uphold the highest clinical and ethical
standards.

As a practitioner who is purposed to meet the increasing needs of the people of Hawaii, and values the
ethical standards of this profession, | believe that MFTs in Hawaii should be regulated like its
counterparts in all other states in United States of America.

Repealing the regulatory program managing licensure of MFTs would decrease the availability of
qualified mental health services within our state, especially to those who reside in rural areas, causing
hardship for clients and for the MFT industry. MFTs are important to Hawaii and its residents because:

1. MFTs are more likely to practice in rural areas than are other mental health professions.
2. MFTs specifically work in concert with other professions as well as with families and
communities.
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3. MFTs are widely recognized as providers of mental health services throughout the country and
are designated as a “core mental health profession” by the federal government. They are
effective practitioners who treat the full range of mental and emotional disorders and health
problems.

4. MFTs provide quality mental health services. Over 98 percent of clients of marriage and family
therapists report therapy services as good or excellent.

5. MFTs are extensively recognized as viable mental health providers within our federal and state
governments.

Marriage and Family Therapists provide essential mental health services to the people of Hawaii. | ask
for your support by voting against HB2029.

If you would like to speak to me directly regarding my testimony, please contact me at the phone
number and email printed above. Thank you very much for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Jeannie Chan, MC, MFT
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Kirsten S. Ralston, MFT, NCC
PO Box 10528

Honolulu, HI 96816
808-358-4486

Testimony for House Finance Committee
Hearing scheduled: Friday, February 19, 2010, 11:00 a.m.
Measure #: HB2029
Opposed
Copies needed: 2

February 16, 2010

Chairman Marcus Oshiro, Vice-Chair Marilyn Lee
and Members of the House Finance Committee
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 308

415 S. Beretania Street

Honolulu, HI 96813

RE: HB 2029, Relating to Professions and Occupations/OPPOSED
Dear Chairman Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Finance Committee:

As a Marriage and Family Therapist (HI license #131), | am writing to express my opposition to HB2029 and
vote against its passage within your committee.

I am an MFT in private practice in Honolulu. Since the beginning of 2010, | have received an average of 3 calls
per week from Hawaii citizens who have chosen my name from a list of providers, based on my specialization
as a Marriage and Family Therapist. Often potential clients are given a list of therapists from their health
insurance company, and rely on their insurance carrier to cover the majority of cost of their therapy sessions.
Without regulation, insurance companies would not reimburse MFTs for their valued services; therefore making
accessing services challenging for many who cannot afford to pay out-of-pocket. Additionally, regulation and
licensure upholds a standard of training and competence, which is essential to ensuring quality of care that
Hawaii residents expect and deserve.

| have worked with clients who have benefitted from my MFT specialization in the following ways:

¢ Improved marital satisfaction

Increased competency in parenting and peaceful problem solving within the family
Improved functioning at work, related to better communication skills, frustration tolerance, increased
energy and motivation (decreased depression and anxiety)

« Improved school functioning, related to increased attendance, greater focus and productivity,
understanding of pro-social behavior with peers and faculty

s Decreased interpersonal violence

The above list is just a sampling of benefits gained via mental health services provided by one MFT. Our field is
comprised of talented and experienced therapists who are trained to work with individuals, children, couples and
families—providing PREVENTATIVE services to Hawaii residents.

Repealing the regulatory program managing licensure of MFTs would decrease the availability of qualified
mental health services within our state, especially to those who reside in rural areas, causing hardship for clients
and for the MFT industry. MFTs are important to Hawaii and its residents because:

1. MFTs are more likely to practice in rural areas than are other mental health professions.
2. MFTs specifically work in concert with other professions as well as with families and communities.



3. MFTs are widely recognized as providers of mental health services throughout the country and are
designated as a “core mental health profession” by the federal government. They are effective
practitioners who treat the full range of mental and emotional disorders and health problems.

4. MFTs provide quality mental health services. Over 98 percent of clients of marriage and family
therapists report therapy services as good or excellent.

5. MFTs are extensively recognized as viable mental health providers within our federal and state
governments.

| ask for your support by voting against HB2029. |f you would like to speak to me directly regarding my

testimony, please contact me at the phone number printed above. Thank you very much for your time and
consideration.

Sincerely,

Kirsten S. Ralston, MFT, NCC
808-358-4486



GARY AUGUSTIN, PhD, LMFT
(808) 381-2675 augusting002@gmail.com

Testimony for House Finance Committee
Hearing scheduled: Friday, February 19,2010, 11:00 a.m.
Measure #: HB2029
Opposed
Copies needed: 2

February 17, 2010

Chairman Marcus Oshiro, Vice-Chair Marilyn Lee
and Members of the House Finance Committee
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 308

415 S. Beretania Street

Honoluly, HI 96813

RE:  HB 2029, Relating to Professions and Occupations/OPPOSED
Dear Chairman Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Finance Committee:

As a Marriage and Family Therapist I am writing to express my opposition to HB2029 and vote against
its passage within your committee.

I have been practicing as a MFT since coming to Hawaii in 1997. 1 work at a not for profit company
which provides services to those who are unable to pay for services. I was recently contracted by
Kuakini Hospital to provide mental health services on the SNF unit because no Psychologists or MSWs
were willing to go to their facility to provide services.

Repealing the regulatory program managing licensure of MFTs would decrease the availability of
qualified mental health services within our state, especially to those who reside in rural areas, causing
hardship for clients. Curremtly the Medicaid Expand program has had difficulties finding providers for
services and rely upon many MFTs for services. MFTs are important to Hawaii and its residents
because:

1. MFTs are more likely to practice in rural areas than are other mental health professions.

2. MFTs specifically work in concert with other professions as well as with families and
communities.

3. MFTs are widely recognized as providers of mental health services throughout the country and
are designated as a “‘core mental health profession” by the federal government. They are
effective practitioners who treat the full range of mental and emotional disorders and health
problems.

4. MFTs provide quality mental health services. Over 98 percent of clients of marriage and
family therapists report therapy services as good or excellent.

5. MFTs are extensively recognized as viable mental health providers within our federal and state
governments.

6. MFTs have been acknowledged by this legislative body as providing necessary mental health
services in Hawaii.

Marriage and Family Therapists provide essential mental health services to the people of Hawaii. Iask
for your support by voting against HB2029.
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If you would like to speak to me directly regarding my testimony, please contact me at the phone
number and email printed above. Thank you very much for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Gary Augustin, PhD, LMFT
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Laurette DeMandel-Schaller, M.F.T., S.A.P., Ph.D
Court Appointed: Custody Evaluator, Guardian ad Litem, Senior Mediator

Private Practice at Lihue Office on Kaua'i
2975 Haleko Road, Suite 307

LICENSED IN HAWAII AND
CALIFORNIA

PRINCEVILLE OFFICE, P.O. BOX 1071
HANALEI HAWAII 96714
PHONE: (808) 826-1490
FAX: (808) 826~9697
dr.Ja@aloha.net
Testimony for House Finance Committee

Hearing scheduled: Friday 19, 2010, 11:00 a.m.
Measure #: HB2029

Opposed
February 17, 2010

Chairman Marcus Oshiro, Vice-Chair Marilyn Lee
and Members of the House Finance Committee
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 308

415 S. Beretania Street

Honolulu, HI 96813

RE: HB 2029, Relating to Professions and Occupations/OPPOSED
Dear Chairman Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Finance Committee:

As a Licensed Marriage Family Therapist in private practice for over 25 years, in Hawaii and

California, I am writing to express my opposition to HB2029 and request that you vote
against its passage within your committee.

Repealing the regulatory program managing licensure of MFTs would decrease the
availability of qualified mental health services within our state, especially to those who reside

in rural areas, causing hardship for clients and for Licensed MFTs. MFTs are important to
Hawaii and its residents because:

1. MFTs are more likely to practice in rural areas than are other mental health professions.

2. MFTs specifically work in concert with other professions as well as within families and
communities.

3. MFTs are widely recognized as providers of mental health services throughout the
country and are designated as a “core mental health profession” by the federal
government. They are effective practitioners who treat the full range of mental and
emotional disorders and related health problems.

4. MFTs provide excellent mental health services. Over 98 % of clients of Marriage
and Family Therapists report therapy services as good or excellent.



(Page 2: from Dr. Schaller: AGAINST H.B. 2029)

. Marriage Family Therapists are extensively recognized as viable mental health providers
within our federal and state governments.

MFTs provide essential mental health services to the people of Hawaii. I ask for your
support by VOTING AGAINST HB2029.

Thank you very much for your consideration. If you would like to speak to me directly
regarding my testimony, please contact me at the phone number and email printed
above. Mahalo Nui Loa.

Respectfully,

Laurette DeMandel-Schaller, MFT, SAP, Ph.D.

Court Appointed CE, GAL, Senior Mediator

MFT Ethics Committee Chairperson,

MFT Legislative Committee Chairperson,

Voting Member, Family Court Interventions, SR-10
Working Group, Hawaii State Legislature

Kaua'i Community Children’s Council,

Kaua'i Resident for over 22 years.



Nancy M. Sallee, M.A., MFT
Orchid Isle Psychotherapy
79-7460 Mamalahoa Highway
Mango Court Suite 214
Kealakekua, Hawai'i 96750

Orchid_Isle_Psychotherapy@yahoo.com

Testimony for House Finance Committee

Hearing scheduled: Friday, February 19, 2010, 11:00 a.m.
Measure #: HB2029

Opposed

Copies needed: 2

February 17, 2010

Chairman Marcus Oshiro, Vice-Chair Marilyn Lee
and Members of the House Finance Committee
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 308

415 S. Beretania Street

Honolulu, HI 96813

RE: HB 2029, Relating to Professions and Occupations/OPPOSED



Dear Chairman Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Finance Committee:

As a Marriage and Family Therapist, | writing to express my opposition to
HB2029 and vote against its passage within your committee.

For the past eight (8) years | have provided psychotherapy as a licensed
Marriage and Family Therapist in both Hawaii and California. | maintain a private
practice in Kealakekua, Hl. in which | serve all demographics of the population on
the Big Island ranging geographically from Kohala and Waimea in the north to
Na’alehu and Pahala in the south. Fifty percent of my clients are children and
most of them are victims of abuse. Those children are in foster care because
they have been sexually assaulted, physically neglected, emotionally abused
and/or witnessed horrific domestic violence. | work closely with Department of
Human Services — Child Welfare Services staff and the Courts to ensure these
children will receive the treatment and legal support needed to help them heal
from the abuse.

These children and many of my other clients depend on Quest healthcare
insurance to enable them to receive mental health treatment. As their therapist, it
is my responsibility to continuously upgrade my training and expertise in order to
retain professional competency and licensure which ensures an excellent
standard of care. It is essential that the Hawai'i Board of Psychology continue to
oversee the licensing and professional standard of care provided by marriage
and family therapists who treat the residents of our state.

As the unemployment rate rises across our state and both individual and family
resources have diminished, there is an even greater need for consistent,
competent mental health care coverage. Quest and all other HMOs in Hawai'i ,
i.e., AlohaCare, HMSA, UHA, HMAA, HMA, Summerlin, TriCare/TriWest,
EverCare and Ohana HealthCare, do not recognize unlicensed MFTs as eligible
mental health providers for their companies. Without healthcare coverage, most
Hawaiian residents would be unable to afford to pay for their mental health care
out-of- pocket.

Repealing the regulatory program managing licensure of MFTs would decrease
the availability of qualified mental health services within our state, especially to
those who reside in rural areas, causing hardship for clients and for the MFT
industry. MFTs are important to Hawaii and its residents because:

MFTs are more likely to practice in rural areas than are other mental health
professions.

MFTs specifically work in concert with other professions as well as with families
and communities.

MFTs are widely recognized as providers of mental health services throughout
the country and are designated as a “core mental health profession” by the



federal government. They are effective practitioners who treat the full range of
mental and emotional disorders and health problems.

MFTs provide quality mental health services. Over 98 percent of clients of
marriage and family therapists report therapy services as good or excellent.
MFTs are extensively recognized as viable mental health providers within our
federal and state governments.

Marriage and Family Therapists provide essential mental health services to the
people of Hawaii . | ask for your support by voting against HB2029.

If you would like to speak to me directly regarding my testimony, please contact

me at the phone number and email printed above. Thank you very much for your
consideration.

Sincerely,

Nancy M. Sallee, M.A., MFT



Joy Quick MA, MFT

1001 Bishop St, Suike 400, Honolulu, HI96813
808791522

pick@argosyedu

Testimony for House Finance Committee
Hearing scheduled: Friday, February 19, 2010, 11:00 a.m.
Measure #: HB2029
Opposed
Copies needed: 2

February 16, 2010

Chairman Marcus Oshiro, Vice-Chair Marilyn Lee
Members of the House Finance Committee
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 308

415 S. Beretania Street

Honoluluy, HI 96813

RE:

HB 2029, Relating to Professions and Occupations/OPPOSED

Dear Chairman Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Finance Committee:

As a Marriage and Family Therapist, | am writing to express my opposition to HB2029 and ask that you
vote against its passage within your committee.

I am currently the Interim Chair of the MFT department at Argosy University Hawaii, where we have
been training students to become marriage and family therapists since 1999. Repealing the regulatory
program managing licensure of MFTs would decrease the availability of qualified mental health
services within our state, especially to those who reside in rural areas, causing hardship for clients and
for the MFT industry. MFTs are important to Hawaii and its residents because:

1.
2.

3.

MFTs are more likely to practice in rural areas than are other mental health professions.

MFTs specifically work in concert with other professions as well as with families and
communities.

MFTSs are widely recognized as providers of mental health services throughout the country and
are designated as a “core mental health profession” by the federal government. They are
effective practitioners who treat the full range of mental and emotional disorders and health
problems.

MFTs provide quality mental health services. Over 98 percent of clients of marriage and family
therapists report therapy services as good or excellent.

MFTs are extensively recognized as viable mental health providers within our federal and state
governments.

Marriage and Family Therapists provide essential mental health services to the people of Hawaii. | ask
for your support by voting against HB2029.

If you would like to speak to me directly regarding my testimony, please contact me at the phone
number and email printed above. Thank you very much for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Joy Quick, MA, MFT,



HEATHER ROYCE INC.

1826 Wili Pa Loop, Suite #7 ~ Wailuku, Hawaii ~ 96732
(808) 244-8433 ~ ideall@hawaiiantel.net

Testimony by: Heather Bartlemus, MFT
HB2029, Professions and Occupations
House FIN Hearing- Fri. Feb. 19, 2010
Room 308- 11:00am
Measure #: HB2029
Opposed
Copies needed: 2

February 17, 2010

Chairman Marcus Oshiro, Vice-Chair Marilyn Lee
and Members of the House Finance Committee
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 308

415 S. Beretania Street

Honolulu, HI 96813

RE: HB 2029, Relating to Professions and Occupations/OPPOSED
Dear Chairman Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Finance Committee:

My name is Heather Bartlemus and | am a licensed marriage and family therapist in Hawaii. | am the
President and owner of Heather Royce Inc., a Maui based psychotherapy and consulting service.
Heather Royce Inc. provides psychotherapeutic and consulting services to individuals, couples,
families, schools, and health care systems within the state. | provide these services as a Hawaii
licensed Marriage and Family Therapist (MFT). |am writing to express my opposition to HB2029 and
vote against its passage within your committee.

As a licensed marriage and family therapist, | provide services to a variety of consumers through
community agencies as well as many of the health insurance companies including but limited to-
HMSA, Aloha Care, HMAA, HMA, and UHA. | also provide advocacy and consultation services for
children with autism spectrum disorder and other developmental disabilities within the public school
system and private sector.

Now more than every, families are in need of marriage and family therapy to make it through these
difficult times due to the exireme economic crisis and subsequent hardships. If this bill were
implemented, marriage and family therapy services would no longer be covered benefits due to the fact
that marriage and family thera%y would no longer be regulated. Major insurance carriers, as those
mentioned above; and other 3~ party payers only recognize services performed by licensed and/or
registered professionals. If marriage and family therapists were no longer licensed in Hawaii, then all
these families would be unable to receive quality health care from qualified specialists, since most
could not afford to pay privately.

Repealing the regulatory program managing licensure of MFTs would decrease the availability of
qualified mental health services within our state, especially to those who reside in rural areas, causing
hardship for clients and for the MFT industry. MFTs are important to Hawaii and its residents because:



1. MFTs are more likely to practice in rural areas than are other mental health professions.

2. MFTs specifically work in concert with other professions as well as with families and
communities.

3. MFTs are widely recognized as providers of mental health services throughout the country and
are designated as a “core mental health profession” by the federal government. They are
effective practitioners who treat the full range of mental and emotional disorders and health
problems.

4. MFTs provide quality mental health services. Over 98 percent of clients of marriage and family
therapists report therapy services as good or excellent.

5. MFTs are extensively recognized as viable mental health providers within our federal and state
governments.

Marriage and Family Therapists provide essential mental health services to the people of Hawaii. | ask

for your support by voting against HB2029. | respectfully urge you to remove the language to repeal
Marriage and Family Therapy (HRS Chapter 451J) from HB2029.

If you would like to speak to me directly regarding my testimony, please contact me at the phone
number and email printed above. Thank you very much for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Heather Bartlemus, M.A., M.C-M.F.T.

President
Hawaii License MFT #167
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Hearing scheduled: Friday, February 19, 2010, 11:00 a.m.
Measure #: HB2029
Opposed
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February 16, 2010

Chairman Marcus Oshiro, Vice-Chair Marilyn Lee
and Members of the House Finance Committee
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 308

415 S. Beretania Street

Honolulu, HI 96813

RE: HB 2029, Relating to Professions and Occupations/OPPOSED
Dear Chairman Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Finance Committee:

As a Marriage and Family Therapist | am writing to express my opposition to HB2029 and vote against
its passage within your committee.

| am a Marriage and Family Therapist currently employed at Child and Family Service. The families that
I work with are high risk (substance abuse, past physical abuse or sexual abuse etc.) and the youth
have been removed from their homes. As a Marriage and Family Therapist | provide the therapy
services needed in order for the families to heal and eventually to obtain the goal of family re-unification
when appropriate. Without the special training that MFTs receive, subtie but dangerous family
dynamics may go unnoticed.

Further, | treat eating disorders in the context of the family. As you know there are many addictions that
become family diseases and treating the individual is not always effective. Family therapy therefore, is
the most effective way to deal with the addiction as family dynamics plays a significant role in the
individuals’ choice of coping. MFTs are the only mental health professional that receive special training
in their programs to work with families with mental health issues.

Repealing the regulatory program managing licensure of MFTs would decrease the availability of
qualified mental health services within our state, especially to those who reside in rural areas, causing
hardship for clients and for the MFT industry. MFTs are important to Hawaii and its residents because:

1. MFTs are more likely to practice in rural areas than are other mental health professions.

2. MFTs specifically work in concert with other professions as well as with families and
communities.

3. MFTs are widely recognized as praviders of mental health services throughout the country and
are designated as a “core mental health profession” by the federal government. They are
effective practitioners who treat the full range of mental and emotional disorders and health
problems.

4. MFTs provide quality mental health services. Over 98 percent of clients of marriage and family
therapists report therapy services as good or excellent.

5. MFTs are extensively recognized as viable mental health providers within our federal and state
governments.
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Marriage and Family Therapists provide essential mental health services to the people of Hawaii. | ask
for your support by voting against HB2029.

if you would like to speak to me directly regarding my testimony, please contact me at the phone
number and email printed above. Thank you very much for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Bethany Crowley, MFT
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Liane Murai 647 Kunawai Lane #606
Honolulu, HI 96817
(808) 358-2700
Imurai@apshealthcare.com

Testimony for House Finance Committee
Hearing scheduled: Friday, February 19, 2010, 11:00 a.m.
Measure #: HB2029
Opposed
Copies needed: 2

February 17, 2010

Chairman Marcus Oshiro, Vice-Chair Marilyn Lee
and Members of the House Finance Committee
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 308

415 S. Beretania Street

Honolulu, HI 96813

RE: HB 2029, Relating to Professions and Occupations/OPPOSED
Dear Chairman Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Finance Committee:

As'a Marriage and Family Therapist (Therapy intern, Student, Friend, etc), | am writing to express my
opposition to HB2029 and vote against its passage within your committee.

| am a student in the Marriage and Family Therapy program at Argosy University as well as a care
coordinator for an insurance carrier who provides both behavioral health care services and case
management for adults who have been diagnosed with severe and mental iliness. | have seen the
value therapy has on both my clients as well as their families. Marriage and Family Therapist are
trained to work with individuals within the context of their family, whether that is as a spouse, significant
other, daughter, son, mother, father, etc. The family is vital to one’s mental health as it provides the
support, security and framework for the larger picture, the community. Marriage and Family Therapist
understand this and are schooled in techniques to increase communication and understanding as well
as decrease conflict. Marriage and Family Therapists provide a safe environment to address the core of
issues presented by individuals and their families, while respecting each individually as well as the
collective whole. Marriage and Family Therapists serve the community of families, elderly, adults,
adolescents, children, and couples in Hawaii. We are specially trained to work and provide therapy with
various cultures, populations, and needs.

Repealing the regulatory program managing licensure of MFTs would decrease the availability of
qualified mental health services within our state, especially to those who reside in rural areas, causing
hardship for clients and for the MFT industry. MFTs are important to Hawaii and its residents because:

+  MFTs are more likely to practice in rural areas than are other mental health professions.

« MFTs specifically work in concert with other professions as well as with families and
communities.

«  MFTs are widely recognized as providers of mental health services throughout the country
and are designated as a “core mental health profession” by the federal government. They
are effective practitioners who treat the full range of mental and emotional disorders and
health problems.

«  MFTs provide quality mental health services. Over 98 percent of clients of marriage and
family therapists report therapy services as good or excellent.

- MFTs are extensively recognized as viable mental health providers within our federal and
state governments.
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Marriage and Family Therapists provide essential mental health services to the people of Hawaii. | ask
for your support by voting against HB2029.

if you would like to speak to me directly regarding my testimony, please contact me at the phone
number and email printed above. Thank you very much for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Liane Murai
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Individual, Couples, and Family Therapy 808-393-0320
Hawaii State License #111 www.alspsy.com
Marriage and Farnily Therapy alsps nail.com

Testimony for House Finance Committee
Hearing scheduled: Friday, February 19, 2010, 11:00 a.m.
Measure #: HB2029

Opposed
Copies needed: 2

February 17, 2010

Chairman Marcus Oshiro, Vice-Chair Marilyn Lee
and Members of the House Finance Committee
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 308

415 S. Beretania Street

Honolulu, HI 96813

RE: HB 2029, Relating to Professions and Occupations/OPPOSED
Dear Chairman Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Finance Committee:

As a Marriage and Family Therapist, | am writing to express my opposition to HB2029 and vote
against its passage within your committee.

My name is Alfred A. Sison, MA, MFT, PsyD. Since July 2004, | have been provided the opportunity to
practice and develop my professional career as a marriage and family therapist in Hawaii; Hawaii
License #111. With this license, | have been able to work and service several individuals, families, and
children of local communities on four islands in our state of Hawaii. | have seen with my own eyes the
needs that our communities must face on a daily basis. | have also seen how the techniques, therapy
interventions, the ethical values, and models of marriage and family therapy practices can help our
Hawaii communities. The practice of Marriage and Family Therapy has allowed me to reach out to
those individuals in our Hawaii state communities who need therapeutic assistance and direction to
facilitate change from symptoms of chronic and serious mental illness, address issues of domestic
violence, sexual abuse, substance abuse, and child neglect. With my marriage and family therapy
license, | have been able to service those individuals that have needed help to battle depression,
anxiety issues, marital and family issues, and children with behavior and frauma issues. With my
marriage and family therapy license | have been able to help those individuals from the Hawaii
communities of the military forces, of students as well as staff of our Hawaii state department of
education schools, individuals from our most affluent communities to those marginalized even in our
own diverse state of Hawaii.

Repealing the regulatory program managing licensure of MFTs would decrease the availability of
qualified mental health services within our state, especially to those who reside in rural areas, causing
hardship for clients and for the MFT industry. MFTs are important to Hawaii and its residents because:

1. MFTs are more likely to practice in rural areas than are other mental health professions.

2. MFTs specifically work in concert with other professions as well as with families and
communities.

3. MFTs are widely recognized as providers of mental health services throughout the country and
are designated as a “core mental health profession” by the federal government. They are
effective practitioners who treat the full range of mental and emotional disorders and health
problems.

4. MFTs provide quality mental health services. Over 98 percent of clients of marriage and family
therapists report therapy services as good or excellent.
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5. MFTs are extensively recognized as viable mental health providers within our federal and state
governments.

Marriage and Family Therapists provide essential mental health services to the people of Hawaii. | ask
for your support by voting against HB2029.

If you would like to speak to me directly regarding my testimony, please contact me at the phone
number and email printed above. Thank you very much for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Alfred A. Sison, MA, MFT, PsyD
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Kalei Chandlier-Ah Sing 430-D Hualani St
Kailua, HI 96734
808-225-9089

Kalei586@yahoo.com

Testimony for House Finance Committee
Hearing scheduled: Friday, February 19, 2010, 11:00 a.m.
Measure #: HB2029
Opposed
Copies needed: 2

February 16, 2010

Chairman Marcus Oshiro, Vice-Chair Marilyn Lee
and Members of the House Finance Commitiee
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 308

415 S. Beretania Street

Honolulu, HI 96813

RE: HB 2029, Relating to Professions and Occupations/lOPPOSED
Dear Chairman Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Finance Committee:

As a Marmriage and Family Therapist (Therapy Intem, Student, Friend, efc), | writing to express my opposition to
HB2029 and vote against its passage within your committee.

I just recently graduated from Chaminade University with my Masters in Psychology with an emphasis in Marriage
and Family Counseling. At a young age | realized that | had the ability to connect with people on a personal level.
By the time | was in High School | knew that my pumpose in life was to help people work through their personal
problems by simply allowing myself to be present in the moment with them without passing judgment. While
attending graduate school | thrived on leaming new theories and therapies techniques because | knew someday |
would be out in the field working in my community and | wanted to make sure that | had the tools and the resources
to allow me to be an effective therapist. If this bill is passed not only will the ramifications of this bill be detrimental to
our families but all the Students and recent graduates will have wasted their time and money investing in a degree
that will not be recognized.

Repealing the regulatory program managing licensure of MFTs would decrease the availability of qualified mental
health services within our state, especially to those who reside in rural areas, causing hardship for clients and for
the MFT industry. MFTs are important to Hawaii and its residents because:

1. MFTs are more likely to practice in rural areas than are other mental health professions.

2. MFTs specifically work in concert with other professions as well as with families and communities.

3. MFTs are widely recognized as providers of mental health services throughout the country and are
designated as a “core mental health profession” by the federal govemment. They are effective
practitioners who treat the full range of mental and emotional disorders and health problems.

4. MFTs provide quality mental health services. Over 98 percent of clients of mariage and family therapists
report therapy services as good or excellent.

5. MFTs are extensively recognized as viable mental health providers within our federal and state
govermnments.

Marriage and Family Therapists provide essential mental health services to the people of Hawaii. | ask for your
support by voting against HB2029.

If you would like to speak to me directly regarding my testimony, please contact me at the phone number and email
printed above. Thank you very much for your consideration.
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Sincerely,

Kalei Chandler-Ah Sing
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Christina Lippert 1974 Bussants Avenos

Honolulu, HI 96744

Testimony for House Finance Committee
Hearing scheduled: Friday, February 19, 2010, 11:00 a.m.
Measure #: HB2029
Opposed

February 18, 2010

Chairman Marcus Oshiro, Vice-Chair Marilyn Lee
and Members of the House Finance Committee
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 308

415 S. Beretania Street

Honolulu, HI 96813

RE: HB 2029, Relating to Professions and Occupations/OPPOSED
Dear Chairman Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Finance Committee:

As a Marriage and Family Therapist (Therapy Intern, Student, Friend, etc), | writing to express my
opposition to HB2029 and vote against its passage within your committee.

The field of Marriage and Family Therapy is a very important one that is beneficial to the people of
Hawaii. | understand this through both what | see in my clients as well as through personal experience.
| grew up in a household where drugs were present and currently have family members that have
mental health conditions. | understand the impact these issues have on a family and how important it
was for my family to get the support it needed to get us through those difficult times. This is what got
me into the behavioral health field. | was able to attend school and graduate with my Master's in
Counseling Psychology with an emphasis in Marriage and Family Therapy in 2002. Through my
graduate level practicum at Queen’s Medical Center, | was able to obtain a full time job as a Substance
Abuse Counselor in their Day Treatment Services where | worked with clients who had both mental
health and substance abuse conditions. This job experience allowed me the opportunity to obtain the
direct client hours | needed to apply for my MFT license. To obtain my licensure | was required to pay
for regular clinical supervision and complete my required direct client hours prior to me taking my
licensing exam. In January 2009 | became a licensed MFT which allowed me to be promoted to a new
position of Clinical Therapist. | continue to work at the Queen's Medical Center's Day Treatment
Services with the dually diagnosed population. The majority of the clients | work with are involved with
the legal system. They are on pretrial, probation, parole, have DUI charges, or are involved with CPS.
| assist them in understanding their addictions, their behavior patterns, and encourage pro-social
behaviors. | see them struggle with their addictions and | see the impact these addictions and
behaviors have on their families. It is important that we not just freat the “identified patient,” but also
those around them. Treating the family as a whole is important because it allows family members to
get the support they need, and assists them in learning how to support one another.

Repealing the regulatory program managing licensure of MFTs would decrease the availability of
qualified mental health services within our state, especially to those who reside in rural areas, causing
hardship for clients and for the MFT industry. MFTs are important to Hawaii and its residents because:

1. MFTs are more likely to practice in rural areas than are other mental health professions.

2. MFTs specifically work in concert with other professions as well as with families and
communities.

3. MFTs are widely recognized as providers of mental health services throughout the country and
are designated as a “core mental health profession” by the federal government. They are
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effective practitioners who treat the full range of mental and emotional disorders and health
problems.

4. MFTs provide quality mental health services. Over 98 percent of clients of marriage and family
therapists report therapy services as good or excellent.

5. MFTs are extensively recognized as viable mental health providers within our federal and state
governments.

Marriage and Family Therapists provide essential mental health services to the people of Hawaii. |ask
for your support by voting against HB2029.

If you would like to speak to me directly regarding my testimony, please contact me at the phone
number and email printed above. Thank you very much for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Christina Lippert, MFT, CSAC
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H H Fr 139 Anamuli Street, Kahului, Hl 96732
Llsa Ponlc"tera! I'M lisabd@hawaii.rr.com (808) 283-7815

Testimony for House Finance Committee
Hearing scheduled: Friday, February 19, 2010, 11:00 a.m.
Measure #: HB2029
Opposed
Copies needed: 2

February 18, 2010

Chairman Marcus Oshiro, Vice-Chair Marilyn Lee
and Members of the House Finance Committee
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 308

415 S. Beretania Street

Honoluly, HI 96813

RE: HB 2029, Relating to Professions and Occupations/OPPOSED
Dear Chairman Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Finance Committee:

As a Marriage and Family Therapist | am writing to express my opposition to HB2029 and vote against
its passage within your committee.

| have been working as a Marriage and Family Therapist in a substance abuse treatment setting for
many years. | have seen first hand the importance and need for Family Therapists in my work with this
population. Substance abuse is devastating to our community. However, if we are able to treat the
whole family and help each person recover emotionally and work together, we can save our community
money and resources. For example, fewer children will be born to drug addicted mothers, communities
will spend less on sending people to prison, fewer individuals will take up valuable time and money in
the judicial system, there will be fewer people in need of medical resources due to addiction, and there
is a decrease in crime in our communities. Treating the family is something that Marriage and Family
Therapists are specially trained and licensed to do. We offer a unique and valuable service to the
people of Hawaii. Our island culture values ‘ohana. Family Therapists treat the ‘ohana, often multiple
generations at the same time. We offer a culturally sensitive alternative for families in need. | have
seen, first hand, how Marriage and Family Therapy saves lives and helps our community.

Repealing the regulatory program managing licensure of MFTs would decrease the availability of
qualified mental health services within our state, especially to those who reside in rural areas, causing
hardship for clients and for the MFT industry. MFTs are important to Hawaii and its residents because:

1. MFTs are more likely to practice in rural areas than are other mental health professions.
2. MFTs specifically work in concert with other professions as well as with families and
* communities.

3. MFTs are widely recognized as providers of mental health services throughout the country and
are designated as a “core mental health profession” by the federal government. They are
effective practitioners who treat the full range of mental and emotional disorders and health
problems.

4. MFTs provide quality mental health services. Over 98 percent of clients of marriage and family
therapists report therapy services as good or excellent.

5. MFTs are extensively recognized as viable mental health providers within our federal and state
governments. '

Marriage and Family Therapists provide essential mental health services to the people of Hawaii. | ask
for your support by voting against HB2029.
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If you would like to speak to me directly regarding my testimony, please contact me at the phone

number and email printed above. Thank you very much for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Lisa Ponichtera, LMFT
Clinical Director — Malama Family Recovery Center, Maui Hawaii
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1374 Nuuanu Avenue
Honolulu, HI 86817
(808)-585-5241

Julie segawa email: jsegawa@queens.org

Testimony for House Finance Committee
Hearing scheduled: Friday, February 19, 2010, 11:00 a.m.
Measure #: HB2029
Opposed
Copies needed: 2

February 18, 2010

Chairman Marcus Oshiro, Vice-Chair Marilyn Lee
and Members of the House Finance Committee
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 308

415 S. Beretania Street

Honolulu, HI 96813

RE: HB 2029, Relating to Professions and Occupations/OPPOSED
Dear Chairman Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Finance Committee:

As a Marriage and Family Therapist | am writing to express my opposmon to HB2029 and vote against
its passage within your committee.

I pursued the field of Marriage and Family Therapist because | strongly believe the positive impact that
this service has for couples, families and the community as a whole. | graduated with my Master’s in
Counseling Psychology with an emphasis in Marriage and Family Therapy in June 2004. To obtain
licensure | had to pay for clinical supervision and complete my direct client hours prior to sitting for the
Marriage and Family Therapy License exam in not less than 2 years post-graduation from my Master's
program. During this time | was fortunate to obtain a bachelor’s level position as a Behavioral Health
Associate at Queen’s Medical Center Day Treatment Services in August 2005 where | was able to
obtain experience within mental health servicing the Severely Mentally Il and Dually Diagnosed
population providing, individual, group, couples and family therapy. | obtained my Marriage and Family
Therapy License in March 2007. Since the passing of vendorship in the state of Hawaii for licensed
Marriage and Family Therapist | was promoted to the position of Clinical Therapist and in addition to
continuing to provide services for Queen’s Medical Center Day Treatment Services | am now providing
Marriage and Family Therapy Services to Queen's Medical Center Counseling Services since
December 2008- present. My professional career and livelihood is as a licensed Marriage and Famlly
Therapist therefore | ask that HB2029 be opposed.

Repealing the regulatory program managing licensure of MFTs would decrease the availability of
qualified mental health services within our state, especially to those who reside in rural areas, causing
hardship for clients and for the MFT industry. MFTs are important to Hawaii and its residents because:

1. MFTs are more likely to practice in rural areas than are other mental health professions.

2. MFTs specifically work in concert with other professions as well as with families and
communities.

3. MFTs are widely recognized as providers of mental health services throughout the country and
are designated as a “core mental health profession” by the federal government. They are
effective practitioners who treat the full range of mental and emotional disorders and health
problems.

4. MFTs provide quality mental health services. Over 98 percent of clients of marriage and family

~ therapists report therapy services as good or excellent.

5. MFTs are extensively recognized as viable mental health providers within our federal and state
governments.
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Marriage and Family Therapists provide essential mental health services to the people of Hawaii. | ask
for your support by voting against HB2029.

If you would like to speak to me directly regarding my testimony, please contact me at the phone
number and email printed above. Thank you very much for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Julie Segawa, MFT
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Jack Estonactoc

95-1062 Wekiu St.
Militani, HI 96789
estopar@yahoo.com

Testimony for House Finance Committee
Hearing scheduled: Friday, February 19, 2010, 11:00 a.m.
Measure #: HB2029
Opposed
Copies needed: 2

February 16, 2010

Chairman Marcus Oshiro, Vice-Chair Marilyn Lee
and Members of the House Finance Committee
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 308

415 S. Beretania Street

Honolulu, HI 96813

RE: HB 2029, Relating to Professions and Occupations/OPPOSED
Dear Chairman Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Finance Committee:

As husband of a Marriage and Family Therapist, | writing to express my opposition to HB2029 and
vote against its passage within your committee.

My wife is a Marriage and Family Therapist on Oahu. She has a full-time private practice in Wahiawa.
She is able to offer her services to both military personnel and local residents. Warking in the field of
marriage and family therapy has been a passion of hers and she does well helping others with personal
and family problems. | was recently laid off from my company of 25 years where | was a
Pharmaceutical Sales Representative. If my wife were unable to be a provider of mental health
services, it would greatly impact our family’s financial situation because she would be unable to earn a
living as she has over the past 3 years.

Repealing the regulatory program managing licensure of MFTs would decrease the availability of
qualified mental health services within our state, especially to those who reside in rural areas, causing
hardship for clients and for the MFT industry. MFTs are important to Hawaii and its residents because:

1. MFTs are more likely to practice in rural areas than are other mental health professions.

2. MFTs specifically work in concert with other professions as well as with families and
communities.

3. MFTs are widely recognized as providers of mental health services throughout the country and
are designated as a “core mental health profession” by the federal government. They are
effective practitioners who treat the full range of mental and emotional disorders and health
problems.

4. MFTs provide quality mental health services. Over 98 percent of clients of marriage and
family therapists report therapy services as good or excellent.

5. MFTs are extensively recognized as viable mental health providers within our federal and state
governments.
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Marriage and Family Therapists provide essential mental health services to the people of Hawaii. | ask
for your support by voting against HB2029.

if you would like to speak to me directly regarding my testimony, please contact me at the phone
number and email printed above. Thank you very much for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Jack Estonactoc
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J n-ﬁE r Rosa 1273 W. Kuiaha Rd. Haiku, HI 96708

Testimony for House Finance Committee
Hearing scheduled: Friday, February 19, 2010, 11:00 a.m.
Measure #: HB2029
Opposed
Copies needed: 2

February 16, 2010

Chairman Marcus Oshiro, Vice-Chair Marilyn Lee
and Members of the House Finance Committee
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 308

415 S. Beretania Street

Honolufu, HI 96813

RE: HB 2029, Relating to Professions and Occupations/OPPOSED
Dear Chairman Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Finance Committee:

As a Marriage and Family Therapist (Therapy Intern, Student, Friend, etc), | writing to express my
opposition to HB2029 and vote against its passage within your committee.

MFT's is another professional outlet to Hawaii residents if they have mental health issues. With a
private practice it gives the customer another avenue of receiving help on the already burdened mental
health practices and agencies that provide these services. Social Service agencies require that the
therapists, parent educators and other entities have people with Master's Degrees. MFT’s are able tofill
in those voids and therefore provide services for families. If you do not recognize MFT, would that
mean also there is no employment for these people who serve families and increase the burden
already on a system.

Repealing the regulatory program managing licensure of MFTs would decrease the availability of
qualified mental health services within our state, especially to those who reside in rural areas, causing
hardship for clients and for the MFT industry. MFTs are important to Hawaii and its residents because:

1. MFTs are more likely to practice in rural areas than are other mental health professions.

2. MFTs specifically work in concert with other professions as well as with families and
communities.

3. MFTs are widely recognized as providers of mental health services throughout the country and
are designated as a “core mental health profession” by the federal government. They are
effective practitioners who treat the full range of mental and emotional disorders and health
problems.

4. MFTs provide quality mental health services. Over 98 percent of clients of marriage and family
therapists report therapy services as good or excellent.

5. MFTs are extensively recognized as viable mental health providers within our federal and state
governments.

Marriage and Family Therapists provide essential mental health services to the people of Hawaii. | ask
for your support by voting against HB2029.

If you would like to speak to me directly regarding my testimony, please contact me at the phone
number and email printed above. Thank you very much for your consideration.
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Sincerely,

Jennifer Rosa
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Robin Spencer Aty
Honolulu, Hi 96813
533-4515
robinspencer611@yahoo.com

Testimony for House Finance Committee
Hearing scheduled: Friday, February 19, 2010, 11:00 a.m.
Measure #: HB2029
Opposed
Copies needed: 2

February 16, 2010

Chairman Marcus Oshiro, Vice-Chair Marilyn Lee
and Members of the House Finance Committee
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 308

415 S. Beretania Street

Honolulu, HI 96813

RE: HB 2029, Relating to Professions and Occupations/OPPOSED
Dear Chairman Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Finance Committee:

As a Marriage and Family Therapist (Therapy Intern, Student, Friend, etc), | writing to express my opposition to HB2029
and vote against its passage within your committee.

| have spent more than $50,000 getting trained as a marriage and family therapist and have volunteered since 2006 at
“ alvation Addiction Treatment Services doing couples and family counseling for those putting their lives back together
after beginning recovery. This is professionally rewarding; the support these families gain from one another then keeps
the addict from returning to drugs and the criminal lifestyle and other destruction that it generates. Also, the next
generation that have been hurt or raised in the drug lifestyle get a second chance for healing and healthy nurturing.

Repealing the regulatory program managing licensure of MFTs would decrease the availability of qualified mental health
services within our state, especially to those who reside in rural areas, causing hardship for clients and for the MFT
industry. MFTs are important to Hawaii and its residents because:

1. MFTs are more likely to practice in rural areas than are other mental health professions.
2. MFTs specifically work in concert with other professions as well as with families and communities.
3. MFTs are widely recognized as providers of mental health services throughout the country and are designated

as a “core mental health profession” by the federal government. They are effective practitioners who treat the full range
of mental and emotional disorders and health problems.

4. MFTs provide quality mental health services. Over 98 percent of clients of marriage and family therapists report
therapy services as good or excellent.
5. MFTs are extensively recognized as viable mental health providers within our federal and state governments.

Marriage and Family Therapists provide essential mental health services to the people of Hawaii. | ask for your support
by voting against HB2029.

If you would like to speak to me directly regarding my testimony, please contact me at the phone number and email
printed above. Thank you very much for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Robin Spencer
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H 91-202 Makahaiwaa Place
Angelina Brown Kapolel, Hauan 98707

808-744-2288

Testimony for House Finance Committee
Hearing scheduled: Friday, February 19, 2010, 11:00 a.m.
Measure #: HB2029
Opposed
Copies needed: 2

February 18, 2010

Chairman Marcus Oshiro, Vice-Chair Marilyn Lee
and Members of the House Finance Committee
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 308

415 S. Beretania Street

Honolulu, HI 96813

RE:

HB 2029, Relating to Professions and Occupations/OPPOSED

Dear Chairman Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Finance Committee:

As a friend of a Marriage and Family Therapist, | am writing to express my opposition to HB2029 and
vote against its passage within your committee.

With education in the communication field, | recognize and applaud the work that Marriage and Family
Therapists offer to a community that needs additional support during difficult times. Personal
experience with being separated from my husband for an extended period of time ied me to seek
additional advice where | would have otherwise misunderstood certain communication situations.

Repealing the regulatory program managing licensure of MFTs would decrease the availability of
qualified mental health services within our state, especially to those who reside in rural areas, causing
hardship for clients and for the MFT industry. MFTs are important to Hawaii and its residents because:

1.
2.

3.

MFTs are more likely to practice in rural areas than are other mental health professions.

MFTs specifically work in concert with other professions as well as with families and
communities.

MFTs are widely recognized as providers of mental health services throughout the country and
are designated as a “core mental health profession” by the federal government. They are
effective practitioners who treat the full range of mental and emotional disorders and health
problems.

MFTs provide quality mental health services. Over 98 percent of clients of marriage and family
therapists report therapy services as good or excellent.

MFTs are extensively recognized as viable mental health providers within our federal and state
governments.

Marriage and Family Therapists provide essential mental health services to the people of Hawaii. | ask
for your support by voting against HB2029.

Thank you very much for your consideration.
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Sincerely,

Angelina Brown, MBA
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Abby Halston PO Box 15090 Honoluly, HI 96830

abbyhalston @yahoo.com
808-218-5494

Testimony for House Finance Committee
Hearing scheduled: Friday, February 19, 2010, 11:00 a.m.
Measure #: HB2029
Opposed
Copies needed: 2

February 16, 2010

Chairman Marcus Oshiro, Vice-Chair Marilyn Lee
and Members of the House Finance Commiitee
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 308

415 S. Beretania Street

Honolulu, HI 96813

RE: HB 2029, Relating to Professions and Occupations/OPPOSED

Dear Chairman Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Finance Committee:

As a Marriage and Family Therapist | am writing to express my opposition to HB2029 and vote against
its passage within your committee.

Current as a Behavioral Health Specialist | provide services any public education student with
significant emotional and/or behavioral needs through prevention, early intervention, and intensive
counseling services. School based behavioral health therapist role includes assessment, diagnostic
services, classroom management strategies, techniques and methods, individualized behavioral
supports, and interventions to facilitate attainment of the appropriate behavior(s).

Repealing the regulatory program managing licensure of MFTs would decrease the availability of
qualified mental health services within our state, especially to those who reside in rural areas, causing
. hardship for clients and for the MFT industry. MFTs are important to Hawaii and its residents because:

1. MFTs are more likely to practice in rural areas than are other mental health professions.

2. MFTs specifically work in concert with other professions as well as with families and
communities.

3. MFTs are widely recognized as providers of mental health services throughout the country and
are designated as a “core mental health profession” by the federal government. They are
effective practitioners who treat the full range of mental and emotional disorders and health
problems.

4. MFTs provide quality mental health services. Over 98 percent of clients of marriage and family
therapists report therapy services as good or excellent.

5. MFTs are extensively recognized as viable mental health providers within our federal and state
governments.

Marriage and Family Therapists provide essential mental health services to the people of Hawaii. | ask
for your support by voting against HB2029.

If you would like to speak to me directly regarding my testimony, please contact me at the phone
number and email printed above. Thank you very much for your consideration.
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Sincerely,

Abby Halston, MFT #189

Page 2of 2



Frank L. Castagnetti, MA [ 5.2,

(808) 966-9869
(808) 990-9600

Testimony for House Finance Committee
Hearing scheduled: Friday, February 19, 2010, 11:00 a.m.
Measure #: HB2029
Opposed
Copies needed: 2

February 16, 2010

Chairman Marcus Oshiro, Vice-Chair Marilyn Lee
and Members of the House Finance Committee
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 308

415 S. Beretania Street

Honolulu, HI 96813

RE: HB 2029, Relating to Professions and Occupations/OPPOSED
Dear Chairman Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Finance Committee:

As a recent Argosy University graduate with my Masters of Arts in Marriage and Family Therapy, | am
writing to express my opposition to HB2029 and vote against its passage within your committee.

It is not in our state, consumers, nor my best interest to de-regulate government oversight, as currently
provided by licensure, of Marriage and Family practitioners. In simplest terms, de-regulation allows
anyone to provide Marriage and Family services without providing a shred of educational or experiential
proof of competency. Further, this action would remove valuable and competent MFT services covered
by most medical insurance carriers, placing consumers at greater risk by not being able to access
professional care.

Licensure for any social service profession, including MFT and LSW, demands dedication and provides
a level of competency that we, as professionals willingly strive to accomplish. To complete my graduate
program, | have invested several years of arduous effort and hard work, financial sacrifice and time
spent away from my ohana. My journey does not end there, as licensure requires 200 hours of post-
graduate clinical supervision over a minimum 2 year period, followed by robust preparation before
sitting for the actual licensing examination. | gladly accept this challenge while working full time and
raising my ohana.

To allow de-regulation is to “dumb down” the high standards of care MFT provide.

Repealing the regulatory program managing licensure of MFTs would decrease the availability of
qualified mental health services within our state, especially to those who reside in rural areas, causing
hardship for clients and for the MFT industry. MFTs are important to Hawaii and its residents because:

1. MFTs are more likely to practice in rural areas than are other mental health professions.

2. MFTs specifically work in concert with other professions as well as with families and
communities.

3. MFTs are widely recognized as providers of mental health services throughout the country and
are designated as a “core mental health profession” by the federal government. They are
effective practitioners who treat the full range of mental and emotional disorders and health
problems.

4. MFTs provide quality mental health services. Over 98 percent of clients of marriage and family
therapists report therapy services as good or excellent.
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5. MFTs are extensively recognized as viable mental health providers within our federal and state
governments.

Marriage and Family Therapists provide essential mental health services to the people of Hawaii. | ask
for your support by voting against HB2029.

If you would like to speak to me directly regarding my testimony, please contact me at the phone
number and email printed above. Thank you very much for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Frank L. Castagnetti, MA
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February 16, 2010

Chairman Marcus Oshiro, Vice-Chair Marilyn Lee
and Members of the House Finance Committee
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 308

415 S. Beretania Street

Honolulu, HI 96813

RE: HB 2029, Relating to Professions and Occupations/OPPOSED
Dear Chairman Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Finance Committee:

As graduate from a Marriage and Family Therapy Program, | am writing to express
my opposition to HB2029 and vote against its passage within your committee.

Since graduating | have been working hard for the last few years to obtain my license
and help serve the families of Hawaii. It has come at a cost and sacrifice to me, but a
process | feel is well worth it. Working in the field | have seen how Marriage and
Family Therapists are well trained and effective therapists who are very valuable to
society. Especially in these hard economic times, they are a very valuable and
affordable option given the impact they have in our homes, schools, communities, -
and even military and police department. Hawaii has come so far to catch up to the
rest of the country that already recognizes this, please do not set our state back.
Please oppose this bill and vote for continued progress.

Repealing the regulatory program managing licensure of MFTs would decrease the
availability of qualified mental health services within our state, especially to those who
reside in rural areas, causing hardship for clients and for the MFT industry. MFTs are
important to Hawaii and its residents because:

1. MFTs are more likely to practice in rural areas than are other mental health
professions.

2. MFTs specifically work in concert with other professions as well as with
families and communities.

3. MFTs are widely recognized as providers of mental health services
throughout the country and are designated as a “core mental health
profession” by the federal govemment. They are effective practitioners who
treat the full range of mental and emotional disorders and health problems.
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4. MFTs provide quality mental health services. Over 98 percent of clients of
marriage and family therapists report therapy services as good or excellent.

5. MFTs are extensively recognized as viable mental health providers within our
federal and state governments.

Marriage and Family Therapists provide essential mental health services to the
people of Hawaii. | ask for your support by voting against HB2029.

If you would like to speak to me directly regarding my testimony, please contact me
at the phone number and email printed above. Thank you very much for your
consideration.

Sincerely,

Shannon Tsubaki, MA
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February 16, 2010

Chairman Marcus Oshiro, Vice-Chair Marilyn Lee
and Members of the House Finance Committee
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 308

415 S. Beretania Street

Honolulu, HI 96813

RE: HB 2029, Relating to Professions and Occupations/OPPOSED
Dear Chairman Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Finance Committee:

As a Naturopathic Physician and supporter of Marriage and Family Therapist (Therapy Intern, Student,
Friend, etc), | writing to express my opposition to HB2029 and vote against its passage within your
committee.

Repealing the regulatory program managing licensure of MFTs would decrease the availability of
qualified mental health services within our state, especially to those who reside in rural areas, causing
hardship for clients and for the MFT industry. MFTs are important to Hawaii and its residents because:

1. MFTs are more likely to practice in rural areas than are other mental health professions.

2. MFTs specifically work in concert with other professions as well as with families and
communities.

3. MFTs are widely recognized as providers of mental health services throughout the country and
are designated as a “core mental health profession” by the federal government. They are
effective practitioners who treat the full range of mental and emotional disorders and health
problems.

4. MFTs provide quality mental health services. Over 98 percent of clients of marriage and family
therapists report therapy services as good or excelient.

5. MFTs are extensively recognized as viable mental health providers within our federal and state
governments.

Marriage and Family Therapists provide essential mental health services to the people of Hawaii. | ask
for your support by voting against HB2029.

Thank you very much for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Karen Tan, ND, LAc
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Chairman Marcus Oshiro, Vice-Chair Marilyn Lee
and Members of the House Finance Committee
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 308

415 S. Beretania Street

Honolulu, HI 96813

- RE: HB 2029, Relating to Professions and Occupations/fOPPOSED
Dear Honorable Chair Oshiro, Vice-Chair Lee, and Members of the Finance Committee,

I am writing to express my opposition to HB2029 and to request a vote against its passage within your
committee.

As a resident of the Big Island of Hawaii, I obtained my Bachelor’s Degree in 2003 from the
University of Hawaii at Hilo and my Master’s Degree in 2005 with a specialty in Marriage and
Family Therapy from Argosy University Honolulu. Since then I have been working in the Puna
District with primarily with individuals diagnosed with serious and persistent mental illness (SMPI) in
case management, care coordination and therapy positions. My goal is to become a licensed MFT in
the state of Hawaii, so that I may better serve those individuals diagnosed with mental illness in the
rural communities of Puna. Due to the economic downturn, I am currently unemployed, and in the
interim I am pursuing a Ph.D. in Psychology at Capella University, so that I will be better able to serve
my community and contribute to the field of psychology.

Repealing the regulatory program managing licensure of MFTs would decrease the availability of
qualified mental health services, within our state, especially to those who reside in rural areas, causing
hardship for clients and for the MFT profession. Mental health services have already been reduced by
the state of Hawaii due to recent budget restrictions, resulting in reduced programs, lowered services
to those diagnosed with mental illness, including permanent state worker layoffs at AM.H.D. MFTs
are dedicated, ethical, highly trained professionals who not only provide a critical service to thousands
of Hawaii residents and their families, they are tax payers. MFTs are currently licensed in all 50 states
and many may be forced to move the mainland to pursue their livelihood if HB2029 is passed without
modification removing MFT deregulation. Some important facts about MFTs are:

1. MFTs are widely recognized as providers of mental health services throughout the country and are
designated as a “core mental health profession” by the federal government. They are effective
practitioners who treat the full range of mental and emotional disorders and health problems.
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2. MFTs provide quality mental health services. Over 98 percent of clients of marriage and family
therapists report therapy services as good or excellent.

3. MFTs are extensively recognized as viable mental health providers within our federal and state
governments.

4. MFTs are more likely to practice in rural areas than are other mental health professions.

MFTs specifically work in concert with other professions as well as with families and

communities.

W

Marriage and Family Therapists provide essential mental health services to the people of Hawaii. I
request your support by voting against HB2029.

If you would like to speak to me regarding my testimony, please feel free to contact me at the phone
number or email address shown below. Thank you very much for your time and consideration in this
important matter.

Sincerely,

Christine K. Frazier, M.A.

P.O. 838, Volcano, HI. 96785
808-938-7380
christine@rickfrazier.com
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Janet Covington, LMHC [0t
Wahlawa, HI 96785
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Testimony for House Finance Committee
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February 16, 2010

Chaimman Marcus Oshiro, Vice-Chair Marilyn Lee
and Members of the House Finance Commitiee
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 308

415 S. Beretania Street

Honolulu, HI 96813

RE: HB 2029, Relating to Professions and Qccupations ,
Dear Chairman Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Finance Committee:

As a Marriage and Family Therapy Intem and a Licensed Mental Health Counselor, |
am opposed to HB2029 and ask that you not allow it to pass through your committee.

Marriage and Family Therapists (MFTs) are committed and experienced mental
health professionals who serve a vast number of clients throughout our island
communities. To repeal the regulatory program managing licensure of MFTs would
decrease the availability of qualified mental health services within our state,

especially to those who reside in rural areas, causing hardship for clients and for the
MFT industry.

MFTs are important to Hawaii because:

1. MFTs are more likely to practice in rural areas than are other mental health
professions. Family Therapists are more likely to be in rural areas than
psychiatrists and also to be in areas that do not have a psychiatrist. This is
very important to Hawaii, whose large rural communities continue to have
major needs for mental heaith services.

2. MFTs specifically work in concert with other professions as well as with
families and communities. MFTs specifically look for ways to collaborate
within the entire system of care and demonstrate fraditional collaborative and
working relationships with other professions.

3. MFTs are widely recognized as providers of mental health services
throughout the country and are designated as a “core mental heaith
profession” by the federal government. They are effective practitioners who
treat the full range of mental and emotional disorders and health probiems.



Feb 17 10 10:29a Jack Covington 808-622-4971 p.2

® Page 2 February 17, 2010

4. MFTs provide quality mental heaith services. In a recent study, 96% of
consumers report that marmiage and family therapists are mental heatth
professionals they would recommend to friends. Over 98 percent of clients of
marriage and family therapists report therapy services as good or excellent.

5. MFTs are extensively recognized as viable mental health providers within our
federal and state governments. The Federal Government extensively
recognizes MFTs in education, veterans treatment, Tricare, and other areas
including veterans' post-traumatic stress disorder needs. The Department of
Education, in the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, designates
marriage and family therapists as qualified providers of early intervention
services to infants and toddlers with a disability.

Marriage and Family Therapists provide much-needed mental health services to the

people of Hawaii. | ask for your support by opposing HB2029 and the inclusion of
MFTs within this bill.

If you would like to speak to me directly regarding my testimony, piease feel free to
contact me at the phone number and email printed above.

Thank you very much for your consideration.

Sincerely,

{ / Janet Covington
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February 16, 2010

Chairman Marcus Oshiro, Vice-Chair Marilyn Lee
and Members of the House Finance Committee
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 308

415 S. Beretania Street

Honolulu, HI 96813

RE:

HB 2029, Relating to Professions and Occupations/OPPOSED

Dear Chairman Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Finance Committee:

As a Marriage and Family Therapist Therapy Intern, | am writing to express my opposition to HB2029
and vote against its passage within your committee.

Currently, | work at Hina Mauka Recovery Center, helping with people in need of recovery from
substance abuse and dependence.

Repealing the regulatory program managing licensure of MFTs would decrease the availability of
qualified mental health services within our state, especially to those who reside in rural areas, causing
hardship for clients and for the MFT industry. MFTs are important to Hawaii and its residents because:

1.
2.

3.

MFTs are more likely to practice in rural areas than are other mental health professions.

MFTs specifically work in concert with other professions as well as with families and
communities.

MFTs are widely recognized as providers of mental health services throughout the country and
are designated as a “core mental health profession” by the federal government. They are
effective practitioners who treat the full range of mental and emotional disorders and health
problems.

MFTs provide quality mental health services. Over 98 percent of clients of marriage and family
therapists report therapy services as good or excellent.

MFTs are extensively recognized as viable mental health providers within our federal and state
governments.

Marriage and Family Therapists provide essential mental health services to the people of Hawaii. | ask
for your support by voting against HB2029.

If you would like to speak to me directly regarding my testimony, please contact me at the phone
number and email printed above. Thank you very much for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Anthony R. Cara,
Master of Arts in Counseling Psychology
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Testimony for House Finance Committee
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Opposed
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February 16, 2010

Chairman Marcus Oshiro, Vice-Chair Marilyn Lee
and Members of the House Finance Committee
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 308

415 S. Beretania Street

Honolulu, HI 96813

RE:

HB 2029, Relating to Professions and Occupations/OPPOSED

Dear Chairman Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Finance Committee:

As a Marriage and Family Intern, | am writing to express my opposition to HB2029 and vote against its
passage within your committee.

| am currently accumulating direct supervised hours towards licensure as a Marriage and Family
Therapist. | work as a school counselor offering assistance to students with a wide variety of issues,

including family problems. My MFT training has been invaluable in helping these students deal with
their issues.

Repealing the regulatory program managing licensure of MFTs would decrease the availability of
qualified mental health services within our state, especially to those who reside in rural areas, causing
hardship for clients and for the MFT industry. MFTs are important to Hawaii and its residents because:

1.
2.

3.

MFTs are more likely to practice in rural areas than are other mental health professions.

MFTs specifically work in concert with other professions as well as with families and
communities. )

MFTs are widely recognized as providers of mental health services throughout thé country and
are designated as a “core mental health profession” by the federal government. They are
effective practitioners who treat the full range of mental and emotional disorders and health
problems.

MFTs provide quality mental health services. Over 98 percent of clients of marriage and family
therapists report therapy services as good or excellent.

MFTs are extensively recognized as viable mental health providers within our federal and state
governments.

Marriage and Family Therapists provide essential mental health services to the people of Hawaii. | ask
for your support by voting against HB2029.

If you would like to speak to me directly regarding my testimony, please contact me at the phone
number and email printed above. Thank you very much for your consideration.

Respecitfully,

Karyn Tercy, MSCP
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February 17, 2010

Chairman Marcus Oshiro, Vice-Chair Marilyn Lee
and Members of the House Finance Committee
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 308

415 S. Beretania Street

Honoluiuy, HI 96813

RE: HB 2029, Relating to Professions and Occupations/OPPOSED
Dear Chairman Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Finance Committee:

As a Marriage and Family Therapist Intern, | am writing to express my opposition to HB2029 and vote
against its passage within your committee.

| have recently graduated last year with my Master's Degree in Marriage and Family Therapy and have
been earning hours towards obtaining my licensure. The experience | had at my internship in my
master's program was a validation to why | chose this profession. | worked with at-risk adolescent girls
who had gone through many foster homes, substance abuse, physical abuse, suicidal attempts, and
severe mental disorders. At that residential home, | also realized the importance of the families these
teenagers come from who also suffer from generations of physical abuse, substance use, etc. From
this experience, | noticed there is a big need for MFTs who are able to work with these family systems
to improve the relationships in the family which affect the well-being and behaviors of their children.

I currently work as a Multisystemic Therapist with a local agency and work directly with families in their
home. As a therapist, | am able to go into the clients homes to observe and work with the families to
improve parenting skills and help families create a structure for their adolescents who struggle with
truancy, criminal behavior, and substance use. | work in collaboration with state agencies, the school
system, and other stakeholders in the community. As an MFT intern, | am able to apply my knowledge

of family therapy theories to these families and to help the families be successful in their freatment of
their difficult adolescents.

Repealing the regulatory program managing licensure of MFTs would decrease the availability of
qualified mental health services within our state, especially to those who reside in rural areas, causing
hardship for clients and for the MFT industry. MFTs are important to Hawaii and its residents because:

1. MFTs are more likely to practice in rural areas than are other mental health professions.

2. MFTs specifically work in concert with other professions as well as with families and
communities.

3. MFTs are widely recognized as providers of mental health services throughout the country and
are designated as a “core mental health profession” by the federal government. They are
effective practitioners who treat the full range of mental and emotional disorders and health
prablems.

4. MFTs provide quality mental health services. Over 98 percent of clients of marriage and family
therapists report therapy services as good or excellent.
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5. MFTs are extensively recognized as viable mental health providers within our federal and state
governments.

Marriage and Family Therapists provide essential mental health services to the people of Hawaii. | ask
for your support by voting against HB2029.

If you would like to speak to me directly regarding my testimony, please contact me at the phone
number and email printed above. Thank you very much for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Cheryl Sabey, MA
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February 17, 2010

Chairman Marcus Oshiro, Vice-Chair Marilyn Lee
Members of the House Finance Committee
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 308

415 S. Beretania Street

Honolulu, HI 96813

RE: HB 2029, Relating to Professions and Occupations/OPPOSED
Dear Chairman Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Finance Committee:

As a Marriage and Family Therapist Therapy Intern, | am writing to express my opposition to
HB2029 and vote against its passage within your committee.

| am a substance abuse counselor and my certification through the State of Hawaii Alcohol and
Drug Division (and its oversight) is essential to assure the best possible care is provided to the
consumer. My education in MFT is even more crucial as substance abuse involves and affects
many systems — family, friends, community and criminal justice.

The MFT licensure is a requirement to bill many third party providers. Consumers will not be
able to afford these vital services if the option of payment though health insurance is

extinguished. The consumers — especially here on the Big Island — will be adversely affected.
These services must be available so we can heal our island.

Repéaling the regulatory program managing licensure of MFTs would decrease the availability of
qualified mental health services within our state, especially to those who reside in rural areas, causing
hardship for clients and for the MFT industry. MFTs are important to Hawaii and its residents because:

1. MFTs are more likely to practice in rural areas than are other mental health professions.

2. MFTs specifically work in concert with other professions as well as with families and
communities.

3. MFTs are widely recognized as providers of mental health services throughout the country and
are designated as a “core mental health profession” by the federal government. They are
effective practitioners who treat the full range of mental and emotional disorders and health
problems.

4. MFTs provide gquality mental health services. Over 98 percent of clients of marriage and family
therapists report therapy services as good or excellent.

5. MFTs are extensively recognized as viable mental health providers within our federal and state
governments.

Marriage and Family Therapists provide essential mental health services to the people of Hawaii.
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1 ask for your support by voting AGAINST HB2029.

If you would like to speak to me directly regarding my testimony, please contact me at the phone
number and email printed above. Thank you very much for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Michele J. Biane MA, CSAC
Certified Substance Abuse Counselor
Marriage and Family Therapy Post-Masters Intern

Page 2 of 2
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February 16, 2010

Chairman Marcus Oshiro, Vice-Chair Marilyn Lee
and Members of the House Finance Committee
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 308

415 S. Beretania Street

Honolulu, HI 96813

RE: HB 2029, Relating to Professions and Occupations/OPPOSED
Dear Chairman Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Finance Committee:

As a Marriage and Family Therapist Intern, | am writing to express my opposition to HB2029 and vote against its passage within
your committee.

| just took the Marriage & Family Therapist licensure exam on January 30" and am anxiously awaiting to hear the results of my
=vam. | moved here because | wanted to bring my experience and compassion to serve the needs of Hawaii. | believe that MFTs
g a set of skills that social workers and psychologists do not due to our specific training.

f{epealing the regulatory program managing licensure of MFTs would decrease the availability of qualified mental health services
within our state, especially to those who reside in rural areas, causing hardship for clients and for the MFT industry. MFTs are
important to Hawaii and its residents because:

1. MFTs are more likely to practice in rural areas than are other mental health professions.

2. MFTs specifically work in concert with other professions as well as with families and communities.

3. MFTs are widely recognized as providers of mental health services throughout the country and are designated as a
“core mental health profession” by the federal government. They are effective practitioners who treat the full range of
mental and emotional disorders and health problems.

4. MFTs provide quality mental health services. Over 98 percent of clients of marriage and family therapists report therapy
services as good or excellent.

5. MFTs are extensively recognized as viable mental health providers within our federal and state governments.

Marriage and Family Therapists provide essential mental health services to the people of Hawaii. | ask for your support by voting
against HB2029.

If you would like to speak to me directly regarding my testimony, please contact me at the phone number and email printed
above. Thank you very much for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Your Name
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Chairman Marcus Oshiro, Vice-Chair Marilyn Lee
and Members of the House Finance Committee
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 308

415 S. Beretania Street

Honolulu, HI 96813

RE: HB 2029, Relating to Professions and Occupations
Dear Chairman Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Finance Committee:

As a Marriage and Family Therapy Intem and a Licensed Mental Health Counselor, |
am opposed to HB2029 and ask that you not allow it to pass through your committee.

Marriage and Family Therapists (MFTs) are committed and experienced mental
health professionals who serve a vast number of clients throughout our island
communities. To repeal the regulatory program managing licensure of MFTs would
decrease the availabilty of qualified mental health services within our state,

especially to those who reside in rural areas, causing hardship for clients and for the
MFT industry.

MFTs are important to Hawaii because:

1. MFTs are more likely to practice in rural areas than are other mental health
professions. Family Therapists are more likely to be in rural areas than
psychiatrists and also to be in areas that do not have a psychiatrist. This is
very important to Hawaii, whose large rural communities continue to have
major needs for mental health services.

2. MFTs specifically work in concert with other professions as well as with
families and communities. MFTs specifically look for ways to collaborate
within the entire system of care and demonstrate traditional collaborative and
working relationships with other professions.

3. MFTs are widely recognized as providers of mental health services
throughout the country and are designated as a “core mental health
profession” by the federal government. They are effective practitioners who
treat the full range of mental and emotional disorders and health problems.
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4. MFTs provide quality mental health services. In a recent study, 96% of
consumers report that marriage and family therapists are mental health
professionals they would recommend to friends. Over 98 percent of clients of
marriage and family therapists report therapy services as good or excellent.

5. MFTs are extensively recognized as viable mental health providers within our
federal and state governments. The Federal Government extensively
recognizes MFTs in education, veterans treatment, Tricare, and other areas
including veterans' post-traumatic stress disorder needs. The Department of
Education, in the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, designates
marriage and family therapists as qualified providers of early intervention
services to infants and toddlers with a disability.

Marriage and Family Therapists provide much-needed mental health services to the

people of Hawaii. | ask for your support by opposing HB2029 and the inclusion of
MFTs within this bill.

If you would like to speak to me directly regarding my testimony, please feel free to
contact me at the phone number and email printed above.

Thank you very much for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Janet Covington

Page 2 of 2
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February 16, 2010

Chairman Marcus Oshiro, Vice-Chair Marilyn Lee
and Members of the House Finance Commitiee
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 308

415 S. Beretania Street

Honolulu, HI 96813

RE: HB 2029, Relating to Professions and Occupations/OPPOSED
Dear Chairman Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Finance Committee:

As a Marriage and Family Therapist, intern, | am writing to express my opposition to HB2029 and vote
against its passage within your committee.

I've worked in the mental health field for over 10 years and received my Masters in Counseling in
Marriage and Family Therapy in 2005. I've also completed extensive training and worked very hard to
accrue my internship hours over the course of 2 years with the goal of taking the MFT Licensure Exam.
I've been studying for this exam for the past 8 months and will sit for it in May 2010. | am currently
providing family counseling through a non-profit organization. I've come across many families and
individuals who having difficulties with Anxiety, Depression, Domestic Violence issues, life transitions
and many more. These issues are sensitive and it is important to regulate the practice of Marriage and
Family Therapists, in order to ensure that the families of Hawaii are getting qualified Clinicians helping
them. We, MFT’s, are also held at a high ethical standard and without this regulation, it would allow for
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