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The Department of Human Services supports the nomination of Gwen L.
Kelilhoomalu to the State Rehabilitation Council (SRC). The SRC was established
in the 1992 Amendments to the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. The SRC acts in
partnership with the Vocational Rehabilitation and Services for the Blind Division on
services that address employment needs of individuals with disabilities.

Ms. Gweﬁ L. Kelihoomalu is seeking reappointment to the SRC. She has
brought a much needed perspective of the private industries vocational rehabilitation
services and the Neighbor Islands needs to the SCR.

Ms. Kelilhoomalu has participated in determining priorities for the consumers
of vocational rehabilitation services to better determine the employment needs and

possibilities of our Hawai'i’s disabled and has participated in selecting fair hearings
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officers for the appeals processes and comprehending the Federal RSA relationship
with the Vocational Rehabilitation state agency. Ms. Keliihoomalu is a qualified
vocational rehabilitation counselor working in the Hilo-area in private vocational
rehabilitation services for individuals who are disabled.
Ms. Keliihoomalu maintains that consistency of opportunity and education
leads to the possibilities of quality employment and a life filled with dreams attained.
Ms. Kelilhoomalu will provide representation to the SRC for Hawai'i County.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony to this Committee.
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