
Honorable Colleen Hanabusa 
President of the Senate 
Twenty-Fifth State Legislature 
Regular Session of 2009 
State of Hawaii 

Madam: 

STAND. COM. REP. NO.~~ 
Honolulu, Hawaii 

MAR 05 Z009 

RE: S.B. No. 906 

Your Committee on Judiciary and Government_Operations, to 
which was referred S.B. No. 906 entitled: 

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO PUBLIC MEETINGS," 

begs leave to report as follows: 

The purpose of this measure is to allow interactive 
conference technology to replace videoconferencing as a permitted 
means of holding meetings of boards and commissions under the 
sunshine law. 

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure 
from the Governor's Office; Hawaii State Council on Developmental 
Disabilities; Disability & Communication Access Board; and The 
League of Women Voters of Hawaii. Comments were received from the 
Office of Information Practices. Written testimony presented to 
the Committee may be reviewed on the Legislature's website. 

This measure defines "interactive conference technology" as 
any form of audio or audio and visual conference technology, 
including teleconference, videoconference, and voice over internet 
protocol, that facilitates interaction between the public and 
boars:i members. 

The intent of this measure is to amend the current 
videoconference meeting requirements by allowing public agency 
meetings that only use audio communications, by requiring that the 
meetings by audio communication without the use of video 
technology meet specific requirements that would enable the 
members of the board or commission and the public to participate 
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as fully as they may be able without being physically present at 
the meeting. The measure introduces a new definition entitled 
"interactive conference technology" to include different and more 
current technological means of communication, that allows meetings 
to take place even though one or more members of the board or 
commission is not meeting in the same location. 

The measure retains all of the video conference requirements 
on quorum, voting requirements of the members on the board or 
commission, and notice of meetings and meeting location 
requirements. 

Your Committee finds that this measure would facilitate the 
holding of public agency meetings without violating the spirit and 
intent of Hawaii's sunshine law. Members of boards and 
commissions and the public who reside on neighbor islands and who 
find it difficult to travel because of economic, health, or other 
reasons, would still be able to participate in meetings that are 
usually held in Honolulu. 

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your 
Committee on Judiciary and Government Operations that is attached 
to this report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and 
purpose of S.B. No. 906 and recommends that it pass Second Reading 
and be placed on the calendar for Third Reading. 
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Respectfully submitted on 
behalf of the members of the 
Committee on Judiciary and 
Government Operations, 

BRIAN T. 
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