STAND. COM. REP. NO. lagﬁ

Honolulu, Hawaii

f‘h/,,lq 23 , 2009

RE: S.B. No. 848

Honorable Calvin K.Y. Say
Speaker, House of Representatives
Twenty-Fifth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2009

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce, to which
was referred S.B. No. 848 entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO METAL,"
begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this bill is to deter copper theft by making
permanent the provisions of Act 197, Session Laws of Hawaii (SLH)
2007, which:

(1) Established theft of copper as a felony offense;

(2) Imposed additional documentation requirements for scrap
dealer purchases of copper; and

(3) Established minimum fines for violations of scrap dealer
licensing and purchase documentation requirements.

The Department of the Attorney General, Department of the
Prosecuting Attorney of the City and County of Honolulu, Honolulu
Police Department (HPD), Hawaiian Electric Company, Hawaii
Electric Light Company, and Maui Electric Company testified in
support of this bill.

HPD has testified that in 2006 it received reports of 426
copper theft cases totaling $935,773 in stolen copper. In 2008
and following the passage of Act 197, only 84 such cases, totaling
$297,432 in stolen copper, were reported to HPD. Public utilities
have similarly reported a reduction of copper theft incidents that
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have previously inconvenienced utility customers and posed dangers
to those attempting to steal copper from utility facilities that
are energized at high voltages. Your Committee finds that the
demonstrated effectiveness of Act 197 in reducing copper thefts
warrants making this law permanent.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce that is attached to
this report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and
purpose of S.B. No. 848 and recommends that it pass Second Reading
and be referred to the Committee on Judiciary.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Consumer
Protection & Commerce,

L

ROBERT N. HERKES, Chair
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House of Representatives
The Twenty-fifth Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

e ros (R, JUD Yol

O The committee is reconsidering its Ws decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: El/Pass, unamended (as is) O Pass, with amendments (HD) 1 Hold
QO Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

Excused

CPC Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays

HERKES, Robert N. (C)

WAKALI, Glenn (VC)

BELATTL Della Au

CABANILLA, Rida

CARROLL, Mele

ITO, Ken
KARAMATSU, Jon Riki
LUKE, Sylvia
McKELVEY, Angus L.K.

. MIZUNQO, John M.

11. MORITA, Hermina M.

12. SOUKI, Joseph M.

13. TSUJI, Clift

14. MARUMOTO, Barbara C.

15. THIELEN, Cynthia
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TOTAL (15) |2 ¢ @ D
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The recommendation is: Z/Adopted O Not Adopted
If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
Amy{t‘ee acronym(s)

Vice Chair's or designee's signature:

YN\ \
Distribution: Original (White) — Committe\a\ Dupl#ite (Yell}w) — Chief Clerk's Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO
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