
Honolulu, Hawaii 
FEB 2 6 2010 

RE : S.B. No. 2487 
S.D. 1 

Honorable Colleen Hanabusa 
President of the Senate 
Twenty-Fifth State Legislature 
Regular Session of 2010 
State of Hawaii 

Madam : 

Your Committees on Economic Development and Technology and 
Water, Land, Agriculture, and Hawaiian Affairs, to which was 
referred S.B. No. 2487 entitled: 

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO HISTORIC PRESERVATION," 

beg leave to report as follows: 

The purpose of this measure is to ensure the qualifications 
of the State Historic Preservation Officer by: 

(1) Requiring that the State Historic Preservation Officer 
be appointed from a list of at least three nominees 
submitted by the Board of Land and Natural Resources; 

(2) Requiring that the list of nominees be developed in 
consultation with the appropriate Hawaii and historic 
preservation organizations; and 

(3) Establishing specific qualifications of the State 
Historic Preservation Officer. 

Testimony in support of this measure was submitted by the 
Office of Hawaiian Affairs, Historic Hawai'i Foundation, Society 
for Hawaiian Archaeology, Kapi'olani Park Advisory Council, and 
three individuals. Testimony in opposition was submitted by the 
Department of Land and Natural Resources. 

Written testimony presented to the Committees may be reviewed 
on the Legislature's website. 
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Your Committees find that the Governor's appointment of a 
State Historic Preservation Officer is required of any state 
wanting to participate in the nationwide, federal historic 
preservation program and to receive annual grant support from the 
Historic Preservation Fund, which is administered by the National 
Park Service. Under federal and state law, the State Historic 
Preservation Officer is responsible for ensuring that the State's 
comprehensive historic preservation program meets federal program 
requirements and that the State Historic Preservation Office is 
staffed with qualified professionals. 

Your Committees further find that when the State of Hawaii 
chose to participate in the federal historic preservation program 
in 1976 and enacted legislation to enable Hawaii's participation, 
the statute for the State Historic Preservation Officer required 
only "professional competence and experience in the field of 
historic preservation". The amendments proposed in this measure 
would expand and strengthen these qualifications. 

Your Committees understand that some states, like Hawaii, do 
not specify that the State Historic Preservation Officer shall be 
a qualified historic preservation professional, but the historic 
preservation staff must include qualified professionals. Kansas, 
like a number of other states, authorizes the State Historic 
Preservation Office functions to be handled by a qualified 
nonprofit, the Kansas State Historical Society. 

Your Committees note that the United States Secretary of the 
Interior has established standards for historic preservation 
professionals that define the minimum education and experience 
required to perform identification, evaluation, registration, and 
treatment activities in the historic preservation professions of 
history, archaeology, architecture, and architectural history, or 
closely related fields. Your Committees are in agreement that 
adopting these standards would strengthen the role of the State 
Historic Preservation Officer and may assist in resolving 
troubling issues that have plagued the Historic Preservation 
Division in recent years. 

Your Committees have amended this measure by: 

(1) Clarifying that the Board of Land and Natural Resources 
shall consult with appropriate Native Hawaiian 
organizations; 
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(2) Specifying that nominees for the State Historic 
Preservation Officer shall meet the United States 
Secretary of the Interior standards for historic 
preservation professionals, and include a closely 
related field such as Hawaiian studies; 

(3) Amending the effective date to July 1, 2040, for the 
purpose of encouraging further discussion; and 

(4) Making a technical amendment for the purposes of clarity 
and consistency. 

As affirmed by the records of votes of the members of your 
Committees on Economic Development and Technology and Water, Land, 
Agriculture, and Hawaiian Affairs that are attached to this 
report, your Committees are in accord with the intent and purpose 
of S.B. No. 2487, as amended herein, and recommend that it pass 
Second Reading in the form attached hereto as S.B. No. 2487, 
S.D. 1, and be placed on the calendar for Third Reading. 

Respectfully submitted on 
behalf of the members of the 
Committees on Economic 
Development and Technology and 
Water, Land, Agriculture, and 
Hawaiian Affairs, 

CAROL FUKUNA 
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Twenty-Fifth Legislature 

State of Hawaii 
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