
Honorable Colleen Hanabusa 
President of the Senate 
Twenty-Fifth State Legislature 
Regular Session of 2009 
State of Hawaii 

Madam: 

STAND. COM. REP. NO. 

Honolulu, Hawaii 

FEB 11 2009 
RE: S.B. No. 153 

S.D. 1 

Your Committees on Water, Land, Agriculture, and Hawaiian 
Affairs and Transportation, International and Intergovernmental 
Affairs, to which was referred S.B. No. 153 entitled: 

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO PUBLIC ACCESS," 

beg leave to report as follows: 

The purpose of this measure is to provide greater protection 
of the public's right to access coastal and inland recreational 
areas by requiring state and county agencies to ensure that a 
public right-of-way is available before the approval of any 
development project, subdivision, or zoning change. 

Testimony in support of this measure was submitted by one 
state agency, one organization, and one public citizen. Testimony 
in opposition of this measure was submitted by one state agency, 
two county agencies, and two organizations. 

Hawai'i offers some of the most stunning hiking trails and 
beaches in the world, attracting residents and visitors alike for 
their beauty and challenge. Access to Hawai'i's coast and mountain 
areas for recreational, cultural, or subsistence use is a core 
value that residents have respected for generations. Certain 
developers and gated communities restrict access to public lands, 
and they are growing in popularity. This measure will help ensure 
safe access along the coastline and to public inland areas to 
prevent abuses of Hawai'i's access laws. 
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Your Committees find that it is the intent of this measure to 
require state and county agencies to ensure that a public right­
of-way is available for development projects that may affect 
public access. This measure will not affect most improvements to 
existing structures. 

Your Committees adopted the recommendation of the Department 
of Land and Natural Resources and amended this measure by deleting 
references to dwelling unit and house. Your Committees understand 
that application of this measure to individual homes may be overly 
restrictive at this time, however, your Committees believe this 
measure is a necessary regulatory check to ensure the availability 
of public rights-of-way. 

As affirmed by the records of votes of the members of your 
Committees on Water, Land, Agriculture, and Hawaiian Affairs and 
Transportation, International and Intergovernmental Affairs that 
are attached to this report, your Committees are in accord with 
the intent and purpose of S.B. No. 153, as amended herein, and 
recommend that it pass Second Reading in the form attached hereto 
as S.B. No. 153, S.D. 1, and be placed on the calendar for Third 
Reading. 
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Respectfully submitted on 
behalf of the members of the 
Committees on Water, Land, 
Agriculture, and Hawaiian 
Affairs and Transportation, 
International and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, 

IJ-u--
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