
STAND. COM. REP.

Honolulu, Hawaii

~~e..., 4

NO. go
, 2009

RE: H.B. No. 625

Honorable Calvin K.Y. Say
Speaker, House of Representatives
Twenty-Fifth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2009
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Judiciary, to which was referred H.B. No.
625 entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO SURCHARGE FOR INDIGENT LEGAL
SERVICES, II

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this bill is to expand access to the justice
system by providing more adequate funding for legal services to
indigent persons by:

(1) Increasing from $10 to $35 the surcharge imposed on
civil actions in the district court for which an initial
filing fee is required to be paid;

(2) Increasing from $25 to $65 the surcharge imposed on
civil actions in the circuit court for which an initial
filing fee is required to be paid;

(3) Increasing from $25 to $65 the surcharge imposed on
civil actions in the courts of appeal for which an
initial filing fee is required to be paid; and

(4) Adjusting the distribution formula of the funds for
legal-services organizations for the indigent by:

(a) Allocating 70 percent of all funds to be
distributed on a pro rata basis to qualifying
organizations; and
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(b) Distributing equally the remaining 30 percent of
the funds to qualifying organizations whose total
budget in the prior year for civil legal services
to indigent persons exceeded $100,000.

Volunteer Legal Services Hawaii, the Access to Justice
Commission, Legal Aid Society of Hawaii, Hawaii Immigrant Justice
Center, Native Hawaiian Legal Corporation, Mediation Center of the
Pacific, American Civil Liberties Union of Hawaii, Hawaii
Disability Rights Center, Domestic Violence Action Center, and
several concerned individuals testified in support of this bill.

The League of Women Voters of Hawaii, Credit Associates of
Maui, Ltd., Collection Law Section of the Hawaii State Bar
Association, and several concerned individuals opposed this
measure.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Judiciary that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No. 625
and recommends that it pass Second Reading and be referred to the
Committee on Finance.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Judiciary,
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives

The Twenty-fifth Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Judiciary

Bill/Resolution No.:

He lP:lS:-
Committee Referral:

.JUD j FrtJ
Date:

o The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: )ilPass, unamended (as is) 0 Pass, with amendments (HD) 0 Hold

o Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

JUDMembers

TOTAL (16) 1 \

Excused

o Not AdoptedThe recommendation is: ~dopted

If joint referral, -----r-;:------ did not support recommendation.

Vice Chair's or designee's signature:

Distribution: Original (White) - Committee Duplicate (Yellow) - Chief Clerk's Office Duplicate (Pink) - HMSO


