
STAND. COM. REP.

Honolulu, Hawaii

f't,..."; "

NO. 2'~ -10

, 2010

RE: H.B. No. 2561

Honorable Calvin K.Y. Say
Speaker, House of Representatives
Twenty-Fifth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2010
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Water, Land, & Ocean Resources, to which
was referred H.B. No. 2561 entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO LANDS CONTROLLED BY THE
STATE,"

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this bill is to enable the timely and
efficient sale and gift of state-owned lands by limiting

. legislative oversight on these transactions to ceded lands only.

The Department of Land and Natural Resources, Attorney
General, Department of Agriculture, Office of Hawaiian Affairs
(OHA) , University of Hawaii System, Hawaii Public Housing
Authority, Building Industry Association-Hawaii, and The Chamber
of Commerce of Hawaii testified in support of this bill.

Your Committee notes that Act 176, Session Laws of Hawaii
2009, was enacted in the wake of the United States Supreme Court's
decision in Hawaii v. Office of Hawaiian Affairs, 129 S. Ct. 1436
(2009) to allow the Legislature to oversee the fee simple
transfers of most of the land owned by the State or its agencies,
and to exercise that function with knowledge and information
provided by both the public and the state departments and agencies
selling or giving land to others.
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That Act, however, has extended the time State departments
and agencies, like the Hawaii Housing Finance and Development
Corporation (HFDC), have had to spend performing their statutorily
assigned responsibilities. For example, HFDC administers the
State's affordable housing and lease-to-fee conversion programs,
and land sales are a key aspect of both programs. Additionally,
Act 176 has extended the time required to complete capital
improvement projects that require land dedications to satisfy
federal funding requirements or participate in joint ventures with
the counties or private developers.

Your Committee finds, therefore, that passage of this bill
will reduce the operational difficulties that many of the state
departments and agencies that are required to sell or convey non­
ceded lands to others in fee simple have encountered since Act 176
was enacted, without diminishing the purpose for which it was
enacted, or affecting ceded lands.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Water, Land, & Ocean Resources that is attached to
this report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and
purpose of H.B. No. 2561 and recommends that it pass Second
Reading and be referred to the Committee on Finance.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Water, Land, &
Ocean Resources,

_cd
KEN ITO, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives

The Twenty-fifth Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Water, Land, & Ocean Resources

BiIJlResolution No.:

fO 1-6<P1 Date: 1.)6 \0

o The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: Pass, unamended (as is) 0 Pass, with amendments (HD) 0 Hold

o Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

ExcusedNaysAyes (WR)

\0
o NOl Adopled

___-,--j'!-_-,--,-_did not support recommendation.

TOTAL(l3)

WLOMembers

Vice Chair's or designee's signature:

The recommendation is:

Distribution: Original (White) - Comm" tee Duplicate (Yellow) - Chief Clerk's Office Duplicale (Pink) - HMSO




