
S .B. NO. ~o 
JAN 2 6 2009 

A BILL FOR AN ACT 

RELATING TO NOTARY PUBLIC SEALS. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HAWAII: 

1 SECTION 1. Section 456-3, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 "§4S6-3 Seal. Every notary public shall constantly keep 

4 an engraved seal of office or a rubber stamp facsimile seal 

5 which shall clearly show, when embossed, stamped, or impressed 

6 upon a document, only the [notary's] notary public's name, the 

7 notary public's commission number, and the words [T] "notary 

8 public" and "State of Hawaii". The notary public shall 

9 authenticate all the [notary's] notary public's official acts, 

10 attestations, certificates, and instruments therewith, and shall 

11 always add to an official signature the typed or printed name of 

12 the notary public and a statement showing the date that the 

13 [notary's] notary public's commission expires. Upon 

14 resignation, death, expiration of term of office without 

15 reappointment, or removal from or abandonment of office, the 

16 notary public shall immediately deliver or have immediately 

17 delivered the [notary's] notary public's seal to the attorney 

18 general who shall deface or destroy the same. If any notary 
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1 public fails to comply with this section within ninety days of 

2 the date of the [notary's] notary public's resignation, 

3 expiration of term of office without reappointment, or removal 

4 from or abandonment of office or if the [notary's] notary 

5 public's personal representative fails to comply with this 

6 section within ninety days of the [notary's] notary public's 

7 death, then the notary public or the [notary's] notary public's 

8 personal representative shall forfeit to the State not more than 

9 $200, in the discretion of the court, to be recovered in an 

ro action brought by the attorney general on behalf of the State." 

11 SECTION 2. Statutory material to be repealed is bracketed 

12 and stricken. New statutory material is underscored. 

13 SECTION 3. This Act shall take effect upon its approval. 

14 

15 

16 

INTRODUCED BY: 

BY REQU ST 
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Report Title: 
Notary Public Seals 

Description: 
Requires a notary public to include on the notary public's stamp 
or seal the notary public's commission number. 
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DEPARTMENT: 

TITLE: 

PURPOSE: 

MEANS: 

JUSTIFICATION: 

56 ~50 
JUSTIFICATION SHEET 

Attorney General 

A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO NOTARY PUBLIC 
SEALS. 

To clarify the information required to be on 
notary public seals. 

Amend section 456-3, Hawaii Revised 
Statutes. 

Section 456-3, Hawaii Revised Statutes, 
requires notaries public to have an engraved 
seal or rubber stamp seal with "the notary's 
name, and the words, 'notary public' and 
'State of Hawaii'." Section 5-11-5(a), 
Hawaii Administrative Rules, requires every 
notary public to "obtain and keep an 
official seal of one type, either an 
engraved seal or a rubber stamp facsimile 
seal, on which shall be inscribed the name 
of the notary public, the commission number 
of the notary public, and the words 'notary 
public' and 'State of Hawaii'." 

The additional requirement of the commission 
number ?f the notary pubiic on the notary 
public's seal was adopted by administrative 
rule to help deter fraudulent use of notary 
seals or stamps in that the commission 
number could be used to quickly ascertain 
whether the·notary was properly commissioned 
in this State. Several other states such as 
California, Oregon, and New York similarly 
require the commission number on the 
notary's stamp or seal. 

The amendment of section 456-3, Hawaii 
Revised Statutes, will clarify that the 
commission number of the notary public is 
required on the notary public's seal. 

Impact on the public: Because notaries 
public obtained new stamps or seals in 
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GENERAL FUND: 

OTHER FUNDS: 

PPBS PROGRAM 
DESIGNATION: 

OTHER AFFECTED 
AGENCIES: 

EFFECTIVE DATE: 

compliance with section 5-ll-5(a), Hawaii 
Administrative Rules, this statutory 
amendment will have no negative impact on 
the public. In fact, it will help reduce 
confusion and assist notaries in clarifying 
exactly what information is required on 
notary stamps or seals. 

Impact on the department and other agencies: 
This statutory amendment will help reduce 
the amount of time spent by the Department's 
staff in responding to questions about 
notary's stamps and seals. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

Upon approval. 
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