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THE SENATE 713
TWENTY-FIFTH LEGISLATURE, 2009 S . B N O . SD.2
STATE OF HAWAII - H.D. 1

A BILL FOR AN ACT

MAKING AN APPROPRIATION FOR THE EMERGENCY ENVIRONMENTAL
WORKFORCE.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HAWAII:
SECTION 1. Act 4, Third Special Session Laws of Hawaii
2001, is amended by amending sections 1, 2, 3, and 4 to read as

follows:

["SECTION—I—The September 3312061 tragedy—resulting

SB713 HD1 HMS 2009-3366

L TR



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

Page 2

SB713 HD1l HMS 2009-3366

A O




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

S.B. NO. &:

H.D. 1

43+ Redueecoguifreogand—fire—antpopulations—|

SECTION 1. The legislature finds that the September 11,

2001, terrorist attacks continue to have lasting impacts on the

lives of Hawaii residents and other Americans. The ensuing wars

in Afghanistan and Irag are ongoing and have cost the United

States over $600,000,000,000 thus far. The exorbitant economic

cost of these wars represents the opportunity cost of providing

social safety nets and ultimately translates into lower

resiliency in the face of economic downturns.

The legislature finds that the recent collapse of national

credit, housing, financial, and other markets has culminated in

the current national economic crisis, which continues to have

severe consequences on the local economy, including significant

losses in local air transportation, tourism, restaurant, and

other industries. Moreover, the department of labor and

industrial relations estimates that state employment has grown

by just 0.07 per cent annually from 2007 to 2009.
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During severe national and local economic downturns, the

legislature finds cost efficiency to be an important principle

in determining which state activities to pursue and prioritize.

Activities that can accomplish multiple goals can help the state

weather seasons of financial shortage. The legisglature further

finds that the emergency environmental workforce is a program

that provides short-term employment to those who need it and

S

provides a workforce to protect Hawaii's environment. The

legislature also finds that the emergency environmental

workforce program should be continued, especially during times

of war or significant economic hardship that will likely occur

in the future.

The purpose of this Act is to appropriate funds to continue

the emergency environmental workforce program to provide short-

term employment for individuals who have lost their jobs due to

recent national and local economic downturns and to continue to

provide emergency environmental workforce services during

periods of warfare or significant economic hardship.

SECTION 2. There is established the emergency
environmental workforce program to be attached to [FheResecareh

Corporatien] the research corporation of the University of
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Hawaii for administrative purposes. The emergency environmental

workforce program shall:

(1)

Employ, as employees of the research corporation of

the University of Hawaii for no fewer than twelve

months, approximately [four—bhundred—to—four hundred

£ifey] individuals who were terminated from

their jobs [after—the September 11t tragedy—as]:

(A) As a result of [the] significant local economic
downturn [—Fhe—individuals—shall -be—employed—as
three—month—contract—employeess]; or

(B) As a result of acts of war;

provided that these employees shall be subject to the

employment policies and procedures of the research

corporation of the University of Hawaii, except for

any applicable unemployment insurance coverage which

shall be the responsibility of the State;

Deploy contract employees to all island mayors
certifying a need for environmental clearance and
eradication services to supplement current services
being provided for the isolation of dengue fever, the

eradication of the miconia plant and other invasive
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plants, and the reduction of coqui frog and fire ant
populations; and

(3) Coordinate its efforts with the efforts of the
invasive species committee on each island.

Any procurement actions related to the program shall be -

subject to the applicable policies of the research corporation

of the University of Hawaii.

SECTION 3. The [Researeh Corporatien] research corporation

of the University of Hawaii shall:

(1) Together with the Pacific Cooperative Studies Unit,
develop a planning, administration, implementation,
and evaluation strategy, including a program duration
plan and a budget for contract and administrative
expenges for the gsum appropriated;

(2) Consult with private employers with workforces, which
have, or which may be, affected by layoffs [frem—the
economie—downturanas—aregsult—of—the September 33

£ragedy] resulting from any of the events set forth in

paragraph (1) of section 2 of this Act to develop a

recruitment and public information plan;
(3) Develop a strategy for the interviewing and selection
of program participants;
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Work with island mayors requesting cleaning and
eradication services to administer physical
examinations, as may be necessary, to qualifying
applicants prior to final contract offers;
Reguest—that—the atterneys—employed—orretained-by—the
Yatversity—of-Hawati—prepare—thenecessary—cmploviment
contracts—tomeet—theobjeetivesof the program on—an
eiﬁpeéi Eeé basa:‘ S 0

(5) Submit review and assessment reports to the
governor, the senate president, and the house speaker
every sixty days for the duration of the program; and
(6) Undertake all other necessary activities for

program development and implementation.

SECTION 4. There is appropriated out of the general

revenues of the State of Hawaii the sum of $1,500,000 or so much

thereof as may be necessary for fiscal year 2001-2002 for the

establishment of an emergency environmental workforce to be

administered by [The Resgecareh Corporatieon] the research

corporation of the University of Hawaii.

The sum appropriated shall be expended by [FheRegeareh

Corporation] the research corporation of the University of

Hawaii for the purposes of this Act."
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SECTION 2. There is appropriated out of the general
revenues of the State of Hawaii the sum of $ or so much
thereof as may be necessary for fiscal year 2009-2010 and the
same sum or so much thereof as may be necessary for fiscal year
2010-2011 to continue the emergency environmental workforce
program to be administered by the research corporation of the
University of Hawaii.

The sums appropriated shall be expended by the research
corporation of the University of Hawaii for the purposes of this
Act.

SECTION 3. Statutory material to be repealed is bracketed
and stricken. New statutory material is underscored.

SECTION 4. This Act shall take effect on July 1, 2050.
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Report Title:
Emergency Environmental Workforce Program; Appropriation

Description:
Appropriates funds to continue the Emergency Environmental

Workforce Program. (SB713 HD1)

SB713 HD1 HMS 2009-3366

0 O





