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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
TWENTY-FIFTH LEGISLATURE, 2009 H . B . N O .

STATE OF HAWAII

A BILL FOR AN ACT

RELATING TO THE HAWAII TOURISM AUTHORITY.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HAWAII:

SECTION 1. In 2007, the legislature, cognizant of the
impact world events may have on the flow of tourists to our
State, created the tourism emergency trust fund as a mechanism
to protect our visitors and residents in the event of national
disasters, terrorist threats, and other catastrophic
emergencies. Act 201, Session Laws of Hawaii 2007, also
directed the Hawaii tourism authority to prepare and implement
response measures when a substantial interruption in the State's
tourism industry is threatened. The legislature finds that
tourism emergencies occur from many causes not originally
contemplated by Act 201. A weakening national economy,
recession, and credit market crisis may not meet the standard of

a catastrophic event, making it difficult for the tourism

authority to address these issues under current law.

The purpose of this Act is to broaden the definition of a
"tourism emergency”" to reflect its unpredictable nature,

providing the tourism authority flexibility in planning and
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programming for a wide variety of forces that impact Hawaii's

largest industry.

SECTION 2. Section 201B-1,

Hawaii Revised Statutes,

is

amended by adding a new definition to be appropriately inserted

and to read as follows:

""Tourism emergency"”" means the occurrence of an event or

condition,

regardless of when or where it occurs,

that adversely

affects Hawaii's tourism industry by resulting in a substantial

interruption of commerce in the State and adversely affects the

welfare of the people of the State.”

SECTION 3. Section 201B-9,
amended to read as follows:

"[£1§8201B-9[}]

Tourism emergency.

Hawaii Revised Statutes,
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emergency exists[+],

the board shall execute a plan or program
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developed pursuant to subsection (b) to provide emergency
relief.

(b) [Dpen—dectarationby—the governor—that—a—teurism
mergeney—existspursuant—to—subseetion—{a)ry—the] The authority

shall develop [apd—implementmeasures] plans and programs to

respond to

[£he—tourismemergeneyy] tourism emergencies,
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Execution of necessary strategies to provide

assistance to victims of the emergency and to protect

the health and safety of the victims;

Coordinating the activities of public and private

organizations that may be mobilized to provide

assistance during the emergency;

Execution of programs to respond to economic downturns

HB LRB 09-

with carefully targeted strategies designed to sustain

Hawaii's visitor industry;
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(4) Expediting the procuring of supplies, equipment, and

services in light of the exigencies of the emergency

as part of a relief plan or program; and

(5) Executing a public information strategy as part of a

relief plan or program."

SECTION 4. Statutory material to be repealed is bracketed
and stricken. New statutory material is underscored.

SECTION 5. This Act shall take effect upon its approval.

2009
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Report Title:
Hawaii Tourism Authority; Tourism Emergency

Description:
Broadens definition of "tourism emergency" and provides for
plans and programs to address them.
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