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Chair Tokuda, Vice Chair Sakamoto, and Members of the Committee on Higher Education: 
 
My name is Presley W. Pang, and I am the interim secretary for the Board of Regents, 
University of Hawaii.  I appreciate this opportunity to testify on these resolutions, SCR 79 
and SR 47.   
 
These resolutions request that the Board of Regents develop procedures and policies to 
auction the naming rights for buildings and facilities on the University of Hawaii – West 
Oahu campus.   As suggested in the resolutions, the naming rights would be limited in 
duration, and the buildings or facilities are to be named for deceased persons and historical 
figures.   The resolutions suggest that a minimum bid price for the naming rights be 
established, and that the proceeds from the auctioning of naming rights be used for capital 
improvements, equipment, and programs of the West Oahu campus.   
 
These concepts are novel and may generate lively discussion within the University 
community.  Among the issues that may be discussed is whether an auction is the most 
efficient and effective way to generate revenue for the University while also preserving the 
University’s identity and institutional integrity.  In addition, as you may know, the University 
currently has a system-wide policy and an implementing executive policy on the naming of 
buildings and facilities.  We will examine how an auction might be integrated with and not 
work at cross purposes against existing policy and the institutional values underlying these 
policies.  Finally, we will examine how an auction procedure might complement other private 
development and fundraising strategies currently pursued or envisioned by the UH 
Foundation.  
 
We welcome this opportunity to explore these issues and to report back to the Legislature 
before the start of its 2010 session.  
    
  



From: Joel Fischer
To: HRE Testimony
Subject: SCR79;HRE;4/2/09;1:15PM;Rm225
Date: Monday, March 30, 2009 3:37:28 PM
Importance: High

SCR79, Requesting the UH to Sell Itself to the Highest Bidder!
 
IN STRONG OPPOSITION!
 
The idea that the University of Hawai`i should prostitute itself by selling components
of our heritage to the highest bidder is morally wrong and financially unacceptable.
Our UH has a terrible reputation for corruption that I know to be factual. Have we
sunk so low that we no longer care about what and how our buildings are named
that we have to sell the rights? The faculty finds this disgusting!
 
I urge rejection of this idea and this reso.
Thank you.
 
joel

Dr. Joel Fischer, ACSW 
Professor 
University of Hawai'i, School of Social Work 
Henke Hall 
Honolulu, HI 96822 

"It is reasonable that everyone who asks justice should DO justice." 
Thomas Jefferson 

"There comes a time when one must take a position that is neither safe, nor politic,
nor popular, but one must take it because one's conscience tells one that it is right."

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

"Never, never, never quit." 
Winston Churchill 
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From: Joel Fischer
To: HRE Testimony
Subject: SR47;HRE;4/2/09;1:15PM;Rm225
Date: Monday, March 30, 2009 3:53:58 PM
Importance: High

SR47, Requesting the UH to Sell Itself to the Highest Bidder!
HRE: Chair, Sen Tokuda
 
IN STRONG OPPOSITION!
 
The idea that the University of Hawai`i should prostitute itself by selling components
of our heritage to the highest bidder is morally wrong and financially unacceptable.
Our UH has a terrible reputation for corruption that I know to be factual. Have we
sunk so low that we no longer care about what and how our buildings are named
that we have to sell the rights? The faculty finds this disgusting!
 
I urge rejection of this idea and this reso.
Thank you.
 
joel

Dr. Joel Fischer, ACSW 
Professor 
University of Hawai'i, School of Social Work 
Henke Hall 
Honolulu, HI 96822 

"It is reasonable that everyone who asks justice should DO justice." 
Thomas Jefferson 

"There comes a time when one must take a position that is neither safe, nor politic,
nor popular, but one must take it because one's conscience tells one that it is right."

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

"Never, never, never quit." 
Winston Churchill 

mailto:jfischer@hawaii.edu
mailto:HRETestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov

