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In consideration of
SENATE BILL 786, SENATE DRAFT 1
RELATING TO HISTORIC PLACES

Senate Bill 786, Senate Draft 1 would make the entering or remaining unlawfully on property
listed in the Hawaii Register of Historic Places after warning or request to leave, an offense of
criminal trespass in the First Degree. This bill would also makes the intentional or knowing
damage to property on the Hawaii Register of Historic Places an offense of criminal property
damage in the First Degree. The Department of Land and Natural Resources strongly supports
this measure, and appreciates the Senate’s support of historic preservation in Hawaii.
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Subject: Support of SB786, Relating to Historic Places

On behalf of Historic Hawai‘i Foundation (HHF), I am writing to suppott SB786SD1, which
increases criminal penalties for trespass upon and vandalism of properties on the Hawai‘l Register of
Historic Places.

The state historic register is the official list of cultural resources that are recognized for their
significance to Hawaii’s history, architecture, archaeology, engineering and culture. The Register lists
buildings, sites, objects, districts and structures which give a sense of place and identity to those who
live in the Islands, as well as give visitors insight into the uniqueness of our island community. Each
site listed on the Register serves as a tangible reminder of our complex history and contributes to
our collective heritage.

Given the importance of the sites recognized on the Hawai‘i Register of Histotic Places, it is
appropriate that they be treated with special care, dignity and respect. HHF suppotts efforts to
expand the tools and mechanisms provide for their protection.

Since 1974, Histotic Hawai‘l Foundation has been a statewide leader for historic preservation. HHF
works to preserve Hawai‘l’s unique architectural and cultural heritage and believes that historic
presetvation is an important element in the present and future quality of life, economic viability and
environmental sustainability of the state.
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