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RELATING TO COQUI FROGS

Senate Bill 696, Senate Draft 1 proposes to authorize the Counties to use a portion oftheir share
ofthe Transient Accommodations Tax (TAT) to conduct coqui frog eradication efforts. The
Department ofLand and Natural Resources (Department) supports funding ofwork on invasive
species, including coqui, but recommends that it be an integrated, broad and efficient approach to
address multiple species through the strategic Hawaii Invasive Species Council (HISC) process
and not be limited to a single species approach. And while the Department encourages the
Counties to participate in invasive species efforts including coqui, the Department, however,
defers to the respective Counties regarding their fiscal priorities utilizing their share ofthe TAT.

The Department recognizes coqui frogs as injurious wildlife and an invasive pest. Coqui frogs
are only one of several invasive species that have come to the attention ofthe public. The
Department along with its partner departments in HISC is tasked with strategically addressing all
invasive species. The Department's approach is to support funding a broad, comprehensive
program of invasive species effort through the HISC, so that such control efforts can be carried
out in a coordinated and strategic manner. Limiting funds to only one species will reduce the
ability ofHISC to address most pressing needs in a flexible and adaptable manner.


