


STATE OF HAWAII 
STATE COUNCIL 

ON DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES 
919 ALA MOANA BOULEVARD, ROOM 113 

HONOLULU, HAWAII 96814 
TELEPHONE: (808) 586-8100 FAX: (808) 586-7543 

March 2, 2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim, Chair 
Senate Committee on Ways and Means 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
State of Hawaii 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Dear Senator Mercado Kim and Members of the Committee: 

SUBJECT: SB 1679 SD1 - RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET 
RESERVE FUND 

The position and views expressed in this testimony do not represent nor reflect 
the position and views of the Departments of Health (DOH) and Human Services. 

The State Council on Developmental Disabilities (DO) STRONGLY SUPPORTS 
S8 1679 S01. The purpose of the bill is to appropriate moneys from the emergency 
and budget reserve fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels of programs 
determined to be essential to education, public health, and public welfare. 

With respect to page 2, lines 14-16, the Council brings to your attention the 
shortfall projected for DO services in the current fiscal year. The amount stated as the 
projected shortfall is $5.4 million. That amount included $5 million for the Home and 
Community-Based Services (HCBS) Medicaid Waiver Program and $400,000 for the 
Partnerships in Community Living (PICL) Program. DOH, DO Division's budget (HTH 
501) for FY 2009 includes the elimination of the PICL Program and a reduction in 
services for individuals with DO/Mental Retardation (MR) in the HCBS Medicaid Waiver 
Program. In addition, DO Division is experiencing a shortfall of $267,420 for crisis 
services network for the current fiscal year. 
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Standing Committee Report No. 416 provides a list of critical safety net programs 
with appropriation amount requests for each program. Attached is information about the 
DOH Respite Program, HCBS Medicaid Waiver Program, and DOH PICL Program to 
explain the appropriation amounts. 

A. $500,000 for the DOH Respite Program 
B. $7 million for the HCBS Medicaid Waiver Program 
C. $500,000 for the PICL Program 

The Council is hopeful that the Economic Recovery and Reinvestment Act will 
provide Hawaii with some level of fiscal recovery. Hawaii will benefit from the proposed 
enhanced Federal Medical Assistance Percentage. The increase in Federal 
reimbursements will result in a decrease in the State's share and would allow for State 
funds to be redirected to other priority areas not matched by Federal funds. This may 
include the DOH PICL and Respite Programs. 

We appreciate your consideration of the appropriation amounts in the Committee 
Report and recognize that SB 1679 SD1 is a work in progress. We will continue to work 
with the Legislature on this measure throughout the session. 

Thank you for the opportunity to present our testimony in strong support of 
SB 1679 SD1. 

Executive Administrator 

Attachments 

Rosie Rowe 
Chair 



Department of Health (DOH) 
Respite Program 

The DOH Respite Program's budget has been administered under the Health 
Resources Administration (HRA). The budget has taken its share of reductions of 
$375,872 during the past 18 years resulting in $624,128 for the program. Below is the 
breakdown of the budget and its reductions. 

$1,000,000 
($375,872) 
$624,128 
($51,316) 

$572,812 

$572,812 
($412,024) 

$160,788 

DOH Respite Program Budget 
Act 324, SLH 1990 

Act 324, SLH 1990 Appropriation 
Minus Budget reductions 

Remaining in operating budget 
Minus 4% legislative reduction, transfer of 
funds to cover payroll shortfall, adjustment 

for personal services 
Remaining in operating budget (minus the 

above reductions) 

Operating Budget 
Minus the Governor's proposed 

adjustments in the Executive Budget 
Request for FY 2010 and FY 2011 

Actual amount available for the Respite 
Program 

During the past year, the budget was affected by the four percent legislative 
reduction ($30,732), transfer of funds to cover the payroll shortage for HRA ($16,165), 
and adjustment for personal services ($4,419). Those reductions left the program with 
$572,812, until the Governor's proposed adjustments to the Executive Budget Request 
for FY 2010 and FY 2011 included the deletion of $412,024 for respite services. The 
total reduction in the respite budget is $463,340. Current budget for respite services is 
$160,788. That amount divided by each of the six program areas means $26,798 for 
each target group. Information about the DOH Respite Program and impact of the 
reduction in the budget is included in the attached FACT SHEET. 



FACT SHEET 

Department of Health (DOH) Respite Program 

What is Respite? 
• Respite provides temporary relief for a family, which helps to preserve the family unit by 

decreasing the individual and family stresses associated with caregiving so that families 
can continue to care for their loved ones. It is beneficial not only for the family caregiver, 
but also for the child or adult with special needs. It allows the family to engage in daily 
activities, decrease a feeling of isolation, increase the ability to cope with daily care­
giving responsibilities, and maintain stability during crisis situations. 

• Respite provides substitute support for a child or adult with special needs in order to 
provide a period of relief or rest for the family caregiver. Respite can allow time for the 
family caregiver to address personal needs, other business, or an unexpected 
emergency. 

• Respite is an important part of the continuum of services for families who care for an 
individual with special needs. This support for families prevents burnout of the caregiver 
and reduces the possibility for out-of-home placement. 

Who Receives Respite? 
Families caring for a family member who is: 

• An infant or toddler three years of age or younger with a developmental delay 
• A child or adult up to age 21 with a serious or terminal illness 
• A child with a serious emotional disturbance 
• A child or an adult with a developmental disability 
• An adult with a serious mental illness 

Who Provides Respite? 
Currently, the Respite Program affords respite to the families of clients from six program areas 
of four divisions of DOH, per the intent of Act 324, SLH 1990. Each of these six program areas 
split the respite funds equally (approximately $104,000 per program area - before budget 
reductions). In addition, the programs work together and have transferred funds between 
programs to cover shortfalls experienced by one or more of the other programs. 

• Family Health Services Division - Early Intervention Section (EIS) - Provides respite 
support to families in two program areas - medically fragile children or youth up to age 
21 and infants and toddlers with developmental delays three years of age or younger. 

• Child and Adolescent Mental Health Division (CAMHD) - Provides respite support to 
families for children with a serious emotional disturbance. 

• Developmental Disabilities Division (DDD) - Provides respite support to families in 
two program areas - respite is available to families of individuals (children and adults) 
with developmental disabilities and/or mental retardation (DD/MR) who are not in the 
DD/MR Home and Community-Based Medicaid Waiver Program. 

• Adult Mental Health Division (AMHD) - Provides respite services via a single, 
statewide provider, Mental Health Kokua. A respite housing pilot was initiated that will 
present a valuable resource to families and providers in the community and a formal 
contract modification was completed. Due to the recent budget reduction of $25 million 



to the AMHD budget, the contract with Mental Health Kokua was terminated effective 
January 15, 2009. Respite funds were being used to supplement funds provided 
through the AMHD operating budget (approximately 25 percent of the total contract 
expenditures). 

What are the Budget Expenditures for Fiscal Year 2008? 

Fiscal Year 2008 

Division FSHD CAMHD DDD AMHD Total 
Amount Spent $202, 627 $67,543 $156,110 $17,899 $444,179 
Number of Families 544 73 194 34 845 
Served 
Number of Families 35 Data Not Data Not Not Data Not 
Waiting For Services available available Applicable available 

What is Extent of the Budget Reduction? 
The respite program budget sustained a discretionary reduction for FY 09 of approximately 
$51,316. The Governor's recommendation in the executive budgetfor the FB 2009-2011 further 
reduces the amount for respite by $412,024, resulting in a total appropriation of $160,788 to be 
shared among the six program areas. 

What is the Impact of a Budget Reduction? 
Overall, the budget reduction would have an adverse impact on the provision of respite for 
families and individuals with special needs. As respite is reduced, families will become more "at 
risk" for out-of-home placement, foster care, and possibly higher levels of care. In addition, it is 
more cost effective to provide respite funds to families than to pay for foster care or out-of-home 
placement if families are unable to care for their loved ones at home. 

• Family Health Services Division - Early Intervention Section (EIS) -
o A determination will need to be made as to whether to reduce the number of 

families served or reduce the respite hours per month. 
o The waitlist for respite services is expected to increase. 
o Reduction in Federal grant funding - general funds from the respite appropriation 

have been used as a "match" required to leverage the Federal Community-Based 
Child Abuse Prevention Grant. 

• Child and Adolescent Mental Health Division (CAMHD) -
o Possible increases in out-of-home placements and higher levels of care, such as 

therapeutic foster care, community-based residential care, or hospital-based 
residential care, which are much more restrictive and costly. 

• .Developmental Disabilities Division (DDD) -
o Allotments for respite services of children and adults would decrease, with a 

more significant reduction of respite allotment for Neighbor Islands. 
o Anticipates that it will be receiving more requests for respite services that will 

exceed their annual portion, particularly from families who do not qualify for 
Medicaid, are not eligible for the DD/MR Medicaid Waiver Program respite 
services, or have had a reduction in respite services under the waiver program. 



• Adult Mental Health Division (AMHO) -
o AMHD Respite services contract with Mental Health Kokua was terminated 

effective January 15, 2009. All consumers with open authorizations for respite as 
of January 1, 2009 were transitioned to AMHD Peer Coaching services that 
provide similar support for consumers and respite for caregivers delivered by a 
peer. 



Department of Health (DOH), Developmental Disabilities (DD) Division 
Home and Community-Based Services (HCBS) Medicaid Waiver Program 

for Individuals with Developmental Disabilities/Mental Retardation (DD/MR) 

• Provides individuals with DD/MR support and services that will enable them to live as 
independently as possible in the least restrictive environment. Services include: 

• Adult Day Health 
• Personal Assistance 
• Respite 
• Habilitation 
• Habilitation-Supported Employment 
• Skilled Nursing 
• Specialized Services 
• Personal Emergency Response 
• Non-Medical Transportation 
• Specialized Medical Equipment 
• Environmental Accessibility Adaptations 

• An individual must be eligible for Medicaid and require Intermediate Care Facility for the 
Mentally Retarded (ICF/MR) level of care. 

• For FY 2008, 2,532 individuals were served, and $107,145,000 was expended. 
• DD Division will need about $7 million more for FY 2010 in order to add 125 people into 

the waiver and continue level of services for those currently in the waiver. 
• The budget remains at $71 million for FY 2010 and 2011. 
• A letter from DOH, DD Division was mailed to over 2,500 participants in the HCBS 

Medicaid Waiver Program to inform them of a reduction in services for individuals with 
DD/MR. 

• Based on the State's economic conditions, DD Division "must reduce all participant 
services by 15% in order to sustain our system of supports and maintain services." 

• To do that, DD Division asked participants to tell the Division where the individual could 
make the reductions. 

• Individuals were asked to complete a Budget Reduction Worksheet that contained their 
monthly target budget for February to June 2009 and a list of services. 

• The reduction in services began on February 1, 2009. 
• Services that are affected include: 

1. All levels of Personal Assistance Habilitation (including Chore), 
2. Adult Day Health, 
3. Consumer Directed (including Chore), 
4. Skilled Nursing, and 
5. Respite. 

• The reduction in services will impact individuals in receiving necessary personal 
assistance and other services to live independently in the community. 

• Over 2,000 participants have completed and returned their budget reduction worksheets. 
• DD Division has sent out Notice of Action letters to those participants that included 

information on their right to appeal the decision of DD Division. 
• Over 250 participants have filed an informal appeal with DD Division. Informal hearings 

have been scheduled beginning January 30, 2009. 



Department of Health (DOH) 
Partnerships in Community Living (PICL) Program 

• Prior to the proposed elimination of the program, PICL's budget was $1.4 million. 
• A mandatory reduction of $1.2 million was made in August 2008. 
• Remaining $200,000 was eliminated in the Governor's proposed budget for FY 

2010 and FY 2011. 
• Contracts with providers were terminated in December 2008. 
• In accordance with Hawaii Revised Statutes, Section 333F-2(e), " ... Only those 

individuals eligible for community services but not eligible for Medicaid waiver 
services or other federally reimbursed programs or for whom such services are 
not appropriate or not available based on their individual service plan shall 
receive services and supports with one hundred percent state funds." 

• All participants, however, must first apply for Medicaid and the Developmental 
Disabilities/Mental Retardation (DD/MR) Home and Community-Based Services 
(HCBS) Medicaid Waiver Program prior to the receipt of any DD Division-funded 
services. 

• The intent of PICL was to be a flexible source of funding to allow individuals to 
self-direct their supports to live in the community. 

• For individuals with DD who are ineligible for Medicaid or any other federally­
reimbursed services, PICL is their only source of support. 

• Individuals receive services in the following cases: 
1. Pending determination for Medicaid waiver services; 
2. Medicaid eligible, but the Medicaid waiver or other program does not cover 

the service or item; or 
1. Ineligible for Medicaid or any other federally reimbursed services, but eligible 

to receive community services. 
• Services include, but are not limited to: 

Adaptive equipment 
Adult community activities 
Companionship 
Clothing 
Cleaning, kitchen, bathroom household supplies 
Day program costs not covered by Medicaid waiver 
Dental 
Emergency supplies 
Emergency placement supports 
Legal services 
Personal care items 
Specialized youth program 
Transportation 
Technology supports 

• Funding was limited ($2,000 per referral), and referrals were on a first-come, 
first-served basis. 

For FY 2008, there were 1,404 referrals with $1,153,519 expended. 
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BERNARD P. CARVALHO, JR. 
MAYOR 

GARVK.HEU 
ACMIf<iISTRATIVEASSISTANT 

ELDERLY AFFAIRS 

COUNTY OF KAUA'I 
AGENCY ON ELDERLY AFFAIRS 

February 27,2009 

Senator Donna Mercado Kiln, Chair 
Senate Ways and Means Comm.ittee 

Support ofSB 1679, Relating to the Emergency and Budget Reserve Fund 

Dear Senator Mercado Kim and Members of the Committee: 

NO. 6664 P. 1 

LUDVINA K. TAKAHASHI 
exECUTIVE ON AI3'1II1ll 

The CQunty ofKaua'i Agency on Elderly Affairs is in full support ofSB 1679, which would 
appropriate funding fot Hawai'i's Healthy Aging Partnership (HAP) and the development of the 
Aging and Disability Resource Centers. Both initiatives support the Administration on Aging's 
(AoA) Choices for Independence, which empowers older adults to improve their health thrO~lgh 
evidence-based, disease prevention programs and provides the opportunity for them to gain 
knowledge through the ADRC about choices and options for long-tenn care. 

Evidence-based programsIHAP 
It is important for us to continue to support Hawai'i's abring network's capacity in evidence-based 
progratntning and effectively embed two of the programs currently being implemented, Ke ala 
Pono, the Chronic Disease Self-Management Program (CDSMP) and EnhanceFimess, a physical 
activity program for older adults. This bill includes support for HAP to continue its development 
statewide. 

For over five years, the KAEA has been a part of the Healthy Aging initiative. Since 2007, the 
IUEA and its local partnership have been working together to provide the EnhanceFitness 
program.~ which has now expanded to six sites here on Kaua'i. We have witnessed the impact on 
the lives of our seniors who participate at these one hour classes offered 3 times a week. The 
seniors have enjoyed the classes, seeing the benefits ofincreased strength, endurance, and 
balance and the opportunity for socialization in this group exercise program. Performance 
measures have also shown significant improvement in their lower body strength and agility, an 
important aspect to fall prevention. 

More recently, we also began implementation of the Chronic Disease Self-Managemel1t Program, 
in partnership with the Kaua'i District Health Office. Through this progratn, older adults with 
chronic illnesses are empowered to do goal setting and action planning with a 6-week series of 
classes, learning abOllt topics to help them to better manage their health. 

Healthy aging is about empowering our elders to make healthier choices for their future. The 
evidence is overwhelming that older adults who make healthier choices live longer and better 
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lives and benefit from reduced healthcare costs by making behavioral changes that will reduce 
their risk of disease, disability and injury. 
Aging and Disability Resource Center CADRe) 

We are currently in the development stage in preparation for Kaua'i's ADRC. Older adults, 
persons with special needs, and caregivers of older adults and grandparents raising grandchildren 
would be provided access to infonn.ation on an array of resources in one central place. The 
ADRC would support them in learning about programs and services in our community and at the 
statewide level. An appropriation would support the ABA, other counties, and our State 
Executive Office on Aging in our continued coordination and implementation~ which includes 
management information system products, consultation, maintenance, and technical support. In 
addition, consumer education and outreach would be included to reach our target population 
through media and print 

With your support~ we can move forward in making systemic changes at the statewide and 
community levels for our older adults and families. We appreciate your consideration and 
sUpport of SB 1679. 

NSS 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
(Ms.) Ludvina Takahashi 
C01l11ty Executive on Aging 
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DEPARTMENT OF WATER SUPPLY • COUNTY OF HAWAii' 
345 KEKUANAO'A STREET. SUITE 20 • 1"111.0. HAWAI'I 96720 

TEL.EPHONE (1;108) 961-8060 • FAX (808) 961-8667 

Honorable Donna Mercado Kim, Chair 
Honorable Shan S. Tsutsui~ Vice Chair 
Com.mittee on Ways and Means 
The Senate~ Sta.te Capitol 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

February 271 2009 

SB1381. SDl, RELATING TO THE ENVIRONMENT 

The Hawai'i Department of Water Supply strongly supports SB1381~ SD1, which authorizes the 
Director of the State Department of Health to use federal moneys from the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act of2009 (UAct") to fund drinking water and wastewater infrastructure programs. 

The passage of this bill will enable all the County Water Departments to take advantage of the Act to 
fund critical drinking water projects statewide. The County Water Departments have requested 
fUnding for water infrastructure projects valued at more than $100 million. This federal funding will 
help the Counties implement essential drinking water projects, including new infrastructure, pipeline 
replacements, reservoir repairs, well renovations, and pump improvements that will benefit all rate 
payers and enable the County Water Departments to provide safe and dependable drinking water 
supplies to our customers. 

The Department ofWa.ter Supply, County ofHawai'i, therefore, strongly supports the passage of 
HB 1381, SD1. Thank you for the opportunity to provide these comments. 

MDP:dms 

Sincerely yours, 

Milton D. Pavaol P.E. 
Manager 

.tt Wate, /'l"in~ pl"O,Y'e44 ... 
1'hl Oepllrl!nlilnt of Waler Supply iF; an Equal Opportunity provIder lind employer. 'Ib td! II complainl of dlacrlmlnal1Df1, wtila: USDA. Dlrecttor. Office of Civil 

Rights. Room 32S·W, Whi"en Building, 14th ancllndep~ndence Avenue, SW. Weahlngton DC 20250·9410. Or call (202) 720-5964 (volca Gnd TOO) 

212 



DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY SERVICES 

CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU 
715 SOUTH KING STREET, SUITE 311 • HONOLULU, HAWAII 96813 • AREA CODE 808. PHONE: 768-n62. FAX: 768-n92 

MUFI HANNEMANN 
MAYOR 

DEBORAH KIM MORIKAWA 
DIRECTOR 

I 

February 27, 2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim, Chair 
and Members of the Committee on Ways and Means 

The State Senate 
State Capitol 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Dear Chair Mercado Kim and Members: 

Subject: Providing Comments on S.B. 1679, S.D. 1 
Relating to the Emergency Budget and Reserve Fund 

ERNEST Y. MARTIN 
DEPUTY DIRECTOR 

The City and County of Honolulu's Elderly Affairs Division is Honolulu's 
designated Area Agency on Aging and operates in accordance with the Older 
Americans Act of 1965 to coordinate, advocate, and improve services to assist older 
persons in leading independent, meaningful, and dignified lives in their own homes and 
communities for as long as possible. We are in support of S.B. 1679, S.D. 1, Relating 
to the Emergency Budget and Reserve Fund. 

This omnibus bill includes funding for many programs that support the needs of 
the increasing population of elderly residents in Hawaii. We strongly support funding 
for the following programs: 

Kupuna Care 
Aging and Disability Resource Centers 
Health Aging Partnership Program 
Senior Centers 

The funding included in this bill would be essential to maintaining the health and welfare 
of older adults in Hawaii. 



The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim, Chair 
and Members of the Committee on Ways and Means 

February 27, 2009 
Page 2 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit this testimony. 

CY:ab 
sb 1679 

Sincerely, 

ilun/)~~~h1o~~ 
Deborah Kim Morikawa 
Director 

~~e~A) 
County Executive on Aging 
Elderly Affairs Division 



To: 

From: 

Date: 

GOOd~ Beginnings Alliance 
Every Keiki Deserves A Good Beginning 

Senator Donna Mercado Kim, Chair 
Senator Shan Tsutsui, Vice Chair 
SENATE COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 

Elisabeth Chun, Executive Director 
Good Beginnings Alliance 

Monday, March 2,2009,9:30 a.m. 
Conference Room 211 

Hearing date: 
Monday, March 
2, 2009, 9:30 a.m. 
Senate Ways and 
Means Committee 
Room 211 

Subject: SB1679 SDl: Appropriates moneys from the emergency budget and reserve 
fund to maintain levels of programs for education, human services, and health. 

The Good Beginnings Alliance is a policy and advocacy organization focused on Hawaii's 
youngest children and their families. We strive to ensure a nurturing, safe and healthy 
development for all children from pre-birth to age eight. We believe all children deserve safe 
and supportive environments that meet their needs as they grow and develop. 

We strongly support this bill, especially with regard to the funding for the Healthy Start 
Program. 

Hawaii's Healthy Start program is regarded as foundational to our early learning system. The 
hospital screenings as well as the home visits are critical to the prevention of child abuse and 
neglect for Hawaii's families. Healthy Start also initiates vitally important parental engagement 
and training as to how the family can foster a child's early learning and healthy growth. 

At a time when Hawaii's weakened economy is placing more stress on families, it is critical that 
programs such as Healthy Start not be eliminated. At a minimum, the maintenance of prevention 
programs is a must. Long-term studies show that if we do not support prevention, our state will 
have to pay more in social services and remedial education costs years from now as these 
children enter school, and eventually join the workforce and become parents. 

Please protect our young children and support their healthy development. Mahalo for your 
support. 

For more information contact: Good Beginnings Alliance; phone: 531-5502; 
lchuncmgoodbeginnings.org 
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Qahu 

Administrative OffIce 
2610 Kilihau Street 
Honolulu, HI 96819-2020 
Business: (808) 836-0313 
Facsimile: (808) 833-4943 
www.higoodwill.org 

Beretania Office 
1085 South Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96814-1603 
Business: (808) 524-6942 
Facsimile: (808) 521-1637 

East Hnweli 

HlloOffice 
500 Kalenlanaole Avenue, Suite 1 
Hi/o, HI 96720-4756 
Business; (808) 961-0307 
Fecslmile: (808) 969-3861 

Maul 

Maul Office 
250 Alamaha Slreel, Suite N16A 
Kahului, HI 96732-2493 
Business: (808) 873-3972 
Facsimile: (808) 873-3974 

To: The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim 
Chair of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means 

The Honorable Shan S. Tsutsui 
Vice Chair of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means 

From: Wanda Villareal, Director of Developmental Disabilities Services 
Goodwill Industries of Hawaii, Inc. 

Date: February 27, 2009 

CS09:054:WV 

Re: Testimony in Support of S.B. 1679 - Relating to Emergency and Budget 
Reserve Fund 

Goodwill Industries of Hawaii, Inc. ("Goodwill") submits this testimony in support of 
Senate Bill 1679. Goodwill receives funding from the Department of Health­
Developmental Disabilities Division ("DOH-DOD") via a DHS Medicaid Waiver 
Contract to operate Adult Day Health and Personal Assistance/Habilitation 
programs for individuals with significant developmental disabilities on Oahu and in 
East Hawaii (Hilo). Participants in Goodwill's programs and their families are 
Medicaid Waiver recipients who have limited socioeconomic resources. Waiver 
programs are essential for the public health, safety, welfare and education of 
individuals with developmental disabilities. 

The projected budget shortfall for developmental disabilities services in the current 
fiscal year resulted in DOH-DOD mandating that individuals in Medicaid Waiver 
programs reduce services by 15% or greater, depending on the individual or 
families' utilization rates, effective February 1, 2009. Individuals and families were 
forced to immediately reduce critical services and necessary programs, such as 
those operated by Goodwill. In some cases, families are choosing between taking 
a shift at their jobs or caring for their dependent disabled family member creating 
more difficult economic circumstances for families. 

In addition, since services have been reduced, Goodwill has also felt the effects 
resulting in our need to cut back our staff who provide direct service hours in our 
Waiver programs, and experienced employees have been laid off. 

Goodwill is in strong support of Senate Bill 1679. The emergency and budget 
reserve fund of $7,000,000 should be used to maintain the previous level of 
Medicaid Waiver programs which are essential for the health, safety, welfare and 
education of individuals with developmental disabilities. The DOH-DOD's 
mandated budget reductions should be reversed as soon as possible. 

Thank you for this opportunity to testify. 

we see the good. we see the will. C;ooClwili works. 



HA WAH DISABILITY RIGHTS CENTER 
900 Fort Street Mall, Suite 1040, Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Phone/TTY: (808) 949-2922 Toll Free: 1-800-882-1057 Fax: (808) 949-2928 
E-mail: info@hawaiidisabilityrights.org Website: www.hawaiidisabilityrights.org 

TESTIMONY TO THE TWENTY-FIFTH STATE LEGISLATURE, 2009 SESSION 

To: 

From: 
Re: 

Hearing: 

Senate Committee on Ways and Means: 

Hawaii Disability Rights Center 
SB 1679, SD1 Relating To The Emergency and Budget Reserve 
Fund 

Monday, March 2, 2009 9:30 AM 
Conference Room 211, State Capitol 

Members of the Committee on Ways and Means: 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony supporting Senate Bill 1679, 
SD1. 

We are the agency mandated by federal law and designated by Executive Order 
to protect and advocate for the human, civil and legal rights of Hawaii's estimated 
180,000 people with disabilities. 

We strongly support this bill and are delighted to see the legislature 
acknowledge that despite our economic difficulties at the moment, we cannot as 
a society allow the neediest and weakest amongst us to fall through a safety net 
of basic, necessary services. In recent months, our office has been extensively 
involved with clients affected by recent budget cuts. We represent many 
individuals with mental illness who have been affected by cuts in the AMHD 
Budget. Currently, we are in the midst of representing many families who are 
affected by the cuts experienced at the Developmental Disabilities Division . 

We are particularly concerned that in this area, the problems facing the DO 
Division have been somewhat self inflicted by the Administration. For the past 
several years, they have been budgeting year to year with a heightened 
dependence on emergency appropriations. Last year, the Division requested a 
larger base budget than they were permitted to seek from the legislature by the 
Governor. At that time, they were told that if they ran short of funds, they should 
simply seek another emergency appropriation. However, this year, the Governor 



has instructed them they cannot seek that emergency appropriation. That is 
why they are in the fiscal predicament they face and must cut services. 

This example illustrates the importance of securing a solid, accurately planned 
out, base budget. Recognizing that general funds will be stretched thin to support 
a variety of necessary and worthwhile efforts, we support this bill and the 
legislature's desire to use the emergency budget and reserve fund. We believe 
that the circumstances facing the state justify the use of these funds for these 
purposes. 

We are also pleased to see funds included for respite care. Caregiver burnout is 
a well recognized phenomenon in these cases. This is where respite care proves 
to be invaluable as it provides an opportunity for the caregiver to either perform 
other essential chores or simply avail themselves of a brief time out so they can 
rejuvenate themselves. This money is extremely well spent from a quality of life 
and economic perspective. For those reasons, we support this bill. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 



Hawai'i Primary Care Association 
345 Queen Street I Suite 601 I Honolulu, HI 96813-4718 I Tel: 808.536.8442 I Fax: 808.524.0347 
www.hawaiipca.net 

To: The Senate Committee on Ways & Means 
The Han. Donna Mercado Kim, Chair 
The Han. Shan S. Tsutsui, Vice Chair 

Testimony in Support of Senate Bill 1679, SD 1 
Relating to Emergency and Budget Reserve Fund 

Submitted by Beth Giesting, CEO 
March 2, 2009, 9:00 a.m. agenda, Room 211 

The Hawaii Primary Care Association strongly supports this bill to ensure adequate funding for 
essential services in the face of our state and national economic crisis. Each and everyone of 
the items identified for funding in SD 1 is important to the health and well-being of Hawaii. 
Each contributes substantially to preventing far worse calamities and costs than we currently 
experience. 

The Hawaii Primary Care Association particularly asks your support for section 14 that calls for 
adequate funding for health care provided to the uninsured. 

Thank you for the opportunity to support this measure and for considering the needs of the 
growing number of uninsured residents of Hawaiil as well as many other people who are more 
vulnerable than ever during this unsettling time. 



Comments on SB 1679 
Emergency Budget and Reserve Fundj Appropriationj Educationj Human 

Servicesj Health Programs 
March 2, 2009-Senate Ways and Means Committee 

Comments presented by Howard S. Garval, President & CEO, Child & Family 
Service 

Healthy Start, Hawaii's nationally recognized and evidence-based child abuse 
prevention program is first cut 29% in FY 09 and then eliminated from the 
Governor's proposed budget for FY 10, FY 11. 4,000 families at risk of child abuse 
will have no alternative program if Healthy Start is gone. 200 employees in 
nonprofit organizations all over the state will lose their jobs costing an estimated 
$2.5 million in unemployment costs. 

Adults struggling with mental illness had their services reduced from 3 hours a 
week to 3 hours a month in a major budget cut from the Adult Mental Health 
Division. Many employees were laid off by the organizations that received these 
funding cuts. 

A 15% cut to services to the developmentally disabled was announced for 
February 1, 2009. 

How much further can we erode the services to these at risk populations before 
we are facing tragedies due to child abuse, suicides, or other serious problems? 

Child & Family Service supports SB 1679 because it seeks to protect and/or 
restore services in key areas of education, human services, and health. This is an 
excellent use of Rainy Day Funds so that the most vulnerable in our community 
can continue to receive services that will help them stay safe and maintain or 
improve their overall functioning. The use of these funds will reduce the risk of 
more serious problems occurring due to programs closing or shrinking. Don't we 
owe it to our community to protect our keiki, ohana, the mentally ill and disabled, 
and our kupuna? 

I urge you to support SB 1679 and keep enough services in place during these 
difficult economic times. Mahalo for the opportunity to provide comments today. 
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Hawaii Waiver Providers Association 

February 27, 2009 

Honorable Senator Donna Mercado Kim, Chair of the Senate Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

Honorable Shan S. Tsutsui, Vice Chair of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means 

State Capitol, Hawaii State Senate 
415 South Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Re: SB 1679 Relating to the Emergency and Budget Reserve Fund 

Dear Chair Mercado Kim, Vice Chair Tsutsui and Members of the Committees: 

The Hawaii Waiver Providers Association (HWPA) is a statewide association comprised 
of 19 Developmental Disabilities Medicaid Waiver Service Providers affording leadership 
to collaborate and shape the service system to meet the needs of people with 
developmental disabilities. Founded in 2001, HWPA's mission is to provide the 
necessary resources to develop, strengthen, and attain the highest standards of 
excellence for the developmental disabilities community. 

The Hawaii Waiver Providers Association (UHWPA") submits this testimony in 
strong support of Senate Bill 1679. 

The Department of Health-Developmental Disabilities Division's ("DOH-DDD") projected 
budget shortfall for developmental disabilities services in the current fiscal year resulted 
in immediate mandated budget reductions. Approximately 2,500 individuals statewide 
with significant disabilities and limited socioeconomic resources were impacted. 
Families and established human service providers who offer critical programs essential 
for the health, welfare and safety of individuals with developmental disabilities were also 
impacted. 

The attached position statement details HWPA's significant concerns with the mandated 
budget reductions. Waiver programs are essential for the health, welfare and safety of 
individuals with developmental disabilities. The emergency and budget reserve fund in 
the amount of $7,000,000 should be used to maintain the level of programs for 
individuals with developmental disabilities, which will in turn reverse the DOH-DDD's 
mandated budget reductions as soon as possible. 

We humbly ask for your support of Senate Bill 1679 which provides for the return to 
established funding levels for critical programs and services for our most vulnerable 
population. 

Thank you for this opportunity to testify. 

SinCerel, " "'~' "} /7 . ('\/ ' .. ' 4/1 ,~ ~ l!~:/!f/atyl(X)( 
Wanda Villareal 
President 
Hawaii Waiver Providers Association 
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Hawaii Waiver Providers Association (HWPA) 
Position Statement on Recent Budget Reductions 

WHO WE ARE 

HWPA is a statewide association comprised of 19 service providers affording 
leadership to collaborate and shape the service system to meet the needs of 
people with developmental disabilities. Founded in 2001, HWPA's mission is to 
provide the necessary resources to develop, strengthen, and attain the highest 
standards of excellence for the developmental disabilities community. 

SYNOPSIS OF SITUATION 
Approximately 2,500 individuals statewide with significant disabilities and limited 
socioeconomic resources were impacted by the recent mandated budget 
reductions set forth by the State of Hawaii Department of Health-Developmental 
Disabilities Division ("DOH-DOD"). The specific reductions have affected the 
Developmentally Disabled/Mental Retardation ("DD/MR") Medicaid Waiver 
recipients reducing services for people with disabilities of 15% or greater, 
depending on the individual or families' utilization rates, effective February 1, 
2009. 

CONCERNS AND POTENTIAL IMPACT 
The primary goal of the DD/MR Waiver is to promote community inclusion in the 
least restrictive environment and to prevent institutionalization. The Hawaii 
Waiver Provider Association (HWPA) is deeply concerned that the budget 
reductions will reverse the intended goal the Waiver was intended to promote 
and presents the following concerns and potential impact the service reductions 
will have. 

Lack of Timely Notification 
The entire stakeholder community of all participants, families and provider 
representatives did not receive proper notice and sufficient time to respond, plan 
and prepare for the reductions. The abbreviated timeline only allowed legal 
guardians a maximum of ten (10) days to analyze the letter and make the 
important decision about which services must be immediately reduced. Primary 
care providers are being forced to make decisions about their own work 
schedules in order to care for family members. This work schedule reduction will 
pose undue economic hardship on Medicaid dependent families with limited 
socioeconomic resources. 

Insufficient Notice of the Appeal Process 
Individuals and families were not adequately notified and informed of the right 
and process to appeal the DOH's decision to reduce Medicaid services by 15%. 

Lack of Assessment to Determine Risk of Safety and Health Issues 
There was an inadequate assessment of safety and health needs to determine 
the individual health and safety impact of reductions for each service recipient to 
include identification of alternate resources. This has left recipients without 
service for a minimum of 1-2 full days a week potentially totaling 15-20 hours per 
week. There is the potential for care providers to select an unqualified person to 
support the recipient, further comprising the individual's health and safety. 



Individual Plans Being Revised to Meet State Needs 
Individual service plans, which are required by the Federal government, are 
being revised to reflect what the State can afford and not what individuals 
actually need on a daily basis. Legal guardians and primary care providers 
unable to retain support may be faced with alternate residential placements for 
their family members in long-term care facilities. which this program is specifically 
designed to prevent. 

Crucial Services Provided by Agencies Are Compromised 
Agencies providing crucial services are reporting actual losses of up to 40%.' 
Operationally agencies will have one week to analyze the impact after receiving 
final confirmation of each individual'S revised service budgets. Provider agencies 
will need to immediately reduce staff and the availability of services. Service 
providers will not be able to sustain the loss of business resulting in the closure 
of provider agencies and ultimately a weaker community infrastructure for 
persons with severe disabilities. 

RECOMMENDATION 
In the unlikely event future reductions may be necessary, the DOH must ensure 
that all participants, families and provider representatives receive adequate 
notice with complete information and sufficient time to respond, plan and prepare 
for the reductions. 

Immediately ensure that all individuals and families receive notification and 
complete information of their rights and of the process to appeal DOH's decision 
to reduce services. 

Develop a comprehensive risk assessment and response plan to address all 
potential health and safety issues that will arise from mandated service 
reductions. 

Develop and establish the Individual Budgeting process to include sound 
assessments procedures. Follow the methodical and fair process that was 
implemented for the age thirteen (13) and under recipients. 

DOH-DOD must analyze the process in which these significant reductions were 
implemented and determine best practices and procedures. DOH-DOD should 
start fiscal year July 2009 with specific solutions in place. 

Determine other potential budget reduction possibilities within the DOH to include 
internal administrative functions that do not directly compromise the health and 
safety of Hawaii's citizens with developmental disabilities. 

Secure the necessary funds to meet the critical needs of vulnerable populations. 
Strongly advocate for an increase in the FMAP (Federal matching funds) to 
reestablish safety net services for individuals with developmental disabilities. 



KOKUA KALIHI V ALLEY (Comprehensive Family Services) 
Elderly Services Program 
1846 Gulick Avenue, Honolulu, Hawaii 96819 
Te1:(808) 848-0977 + Fax: (808) 848-8689+ 

To: The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim, Chair 
The Honorable Shan S. Tsutsui, Vice-Chair 
Committee Members on Human Services 

From: Merlita Compton, MPH 
Kokua Kalihi Valley Elderly Services Program 
E-mail address:mcompton@kkv.net 

Hearing: Monday March 2,2009 at 9:30 am 
Conference Room 211 

Subject: Support of SB 1679: Relating to Emergency and Budget Reserve Fund 

Dear Chair Mercado Kim, Vice Chair, Tsutsui and Members: 

I am writing to offer my strongest support for SB 1679 Relating to the Emergency and Budget Reserve 
Fund. As a University of Hawaii School of Public Health graduate student, I had the opportunity to conduct a 
needs assessment for seniors living in Kalihi Valley area. Using the results of that study, Kokua Kalihi Valley 
Comprehensive Family Services (KKV) created a program to meet these needs. For over seven years, KKV 
Elderly Services Program has been a vital resource for Kalihi seniors. 

Kokua Kalihi Valley has been one of the Kupuna Care Service providers for the past 8 years. Kupuna Care 
Services provides case management, care giver support and respite care, health maintenance, individual and 
family counseling, transportation services, and easy access to dental and medical services to frail residents who 
are 60-years-old or older and their families. I strongly support all Senate bills relating to maintaining (preferably 
increasing) funding for the administration, coordination, and delivery of Kupuna Care services. 

The funding for KUPUNA CARE is critical to help seniors avoid premature institutional placement. Continuing 
to live in one's own home with adequate support and regular opportunities for participation in meaningful 
activities, as a member of the community, has been clearly shown to give seniors a greater sense of control over 
their lives, resulting in healthier seniors and a higher quality of life. The improvement in physical and mental 
function and reduction in the need for special care, following such simple interventions has since been 
repeatedly demonstrated in studies across the nation 

Working with over five hundred (500) participants in the KKV Elderly Services Program for the past 8 years, I 
see clear evidence of the improved quality of life for our elders and the savings in health care costs when people 
have ready access to useful information and activities. Members of the Ways and Means Committee have an 
open invitation to visit our program and meet the participants first hand. 

Thank you for your work in continuing the support for this very important legislation. I can say with complete 
assurance, our community will greatly appreciate and benefit from the services these funds can provide. The 
need is great. 



The Honorable Suzanne Chun Oakland, Chair 
And Members of the Committee of Human Services 

The Honorable David Y. Ige, Chair 
And Members of the Committee on Health 
March 10,2009 
Page 2 

Sincerely, 

Merlita Compton 
Program Coordinator 
Kokua Kalihi Valley Elderly Services Program 
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LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE OF THE 
COMMUNITY CmLDREN'S COUNCILS OF HAWAII 

c/o Community Children's Council Office 
1177 Alakea Street· B-I00· Honolulu· m· 96813 

TEL: (808) 586-5363 . TOLL FREE: 1-800-437-8641' FAX: (808) 586-5366 

February 27,2009 

House Committee on Finance 
Representative Marcus R Oshiro, Chair 
Twenty Fifth Legislature 
Honolulu, Hawaii, 96813 

Re: sa 1679- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE FUND 

Dear Representative Marcus R Oshiro, 

The Legislative committee of the 17 Community Children's Councils in Hawaii supports 
the intents of SB 1679 for the utilization of funds from the emergency and reserve fund 
to support services related to education, health and public welfare. We respectfully ask 
your consideration of placing a priority of funds essential for the maintenance of 
services to students with disabilities so that the necessary funds needed to meet 
federal and state mandates is maintained. 

We also support the inclusion of funds under the DO waiver to allow students with 
developmental delays to continue developing their vocational and independent living 
skills. We are also aware of the need to continue funds for the respite program which is 
critical for families in need of such services. We hope the new stimulus bill before the 
Congress will provide additional funds for some of these services thus freeing up state 
funds for redirection to other areas of need. 

We look forward to continuing dialogue as this important bill proceeds .. Thank you for 
the opportunity to submit testimony on this critical piece of legislation. 

Respectfully submitted 

Tom smith. Chair 
(Signature on file with the CCCO) 

1 11 



Hawai'i Alliance for Retired Americans AFT Retirees 

HGEA Retirees 

An affiliate of the Alliance for Retired Americans HSTA - Retired 

C/O AFSCME . 888 Mililani Street, Suite 101 . Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 ILWU Retirees 
Kokua Council 

_________________________ Machinists Union Retirees 
UPW Retirees 

ADA/Hawaii 
Hawaii Family Caregivers Coalition 

(Submitted by email to: WAMTestimonV@Capitol.hawaii.gov February 27, 2009) 

Comments of AI Hamai, President, Supporting SB 1679, SD1, Relating to the 
Emergency and Budget Reserve Fund 

Senate Committee on Ways and Means Meeting 

March 2, 2008, 9:30 a.m. Conference Room 211 

Chair Donna Mercado Kim, Vice Chair Shan S. Tsutsui, Vice Chair 
and Members of the Committee on Ways and Means, 

HARA strongly supports SB 1679, SD1. HARA has nine affiliates, 
listed on this letterhead, representing 21,000 members. 

The purpose of this bill is to appropriate moneys from the emergency 
and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels of 
programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and 
public welfare. 

The HARA concurs with the purpose and has testified on many bills 
before this legislature supporting essential programs in public health 
and public welfare, such as the Kupuna Care Program and senior 
centers. HARA believes that the use of the emergency and budget 
fund is appropriate during these hard times when the need for such 
programs is so great and there is a state budget shortfall. 

HARA urges the Senate Committee on Ways and Means to approve 
SB 1679, SD 1. Mahalo. 

HARA is a strong voice for Hawaii's retirees and seniors; a diverse community-based 
organization with national roots; a grassroots organizer, educator, and communicator; and a 
trusted source of information for decision-makers. 



NASW 
National Association of Social Workers 

February 27, 2009 

TO: Senator Donna Kim, Chair 
Members of the Senate Ways and Means Committee 

FROM: Debbie Shimizu, LSW 
National Association of Social Workers, Hawaii Chapter 

Senate W AM Cmte 
Mon, Mar 2, 2009 
9:30 am 
room 211 

Hawaii Chapter 

RE: SB 1679 SD1 Relating to the Emergency and Budget Reserve Fund- SUPPORT 

Chair Kim and members of the Senate Ways and Means Committees, I am Debbie Shimizu, 
Executive Director of the National Association of Social Workers (NASW), Hawaii Chapter. 
NASW is the largest professional organization for social workers in Hawaii. We are testifying in 
SUPPORT of SB 1679 SDI. 

During the past decade, the state has been slowly handing over its responsibility of providing 
direct services to individuals and families to the private, nonprofit sector through purchase of 
service contracts. The Governor in her state of the state address was proud of the many 
achievements the state has made working with its' community partnerships. However, now when 
the state is in a fiscal crisis, the state is cutting funds to those contracts. This will ultimately 
result in dismantling many of the programs that the state was proud of. 

The Center on Budget and Policy Priorities (CBPP) is a policy organization that works on federal 
and state fiscal policy and public programs that affect low- and moderate-income families and 
individuals. In a report in February 2008, CBPP cautioned states from implementing across the 
board cuts to address its fiscal crisis. Instead CBPP fiscal advisors recommended that policy 
makers be more careful about cutting programs that affect low-income residents. They 
encouraged the use of rainy day funds to minimize the need to cut programs that are designed to 
assist state's residents the most during economic downturns. 

Now is not the time to be cutting services that help vulnerable populations. I urge your favorable 
consideration of SB 1679 SD 1. 

Thank you for this opportunity to testify. 

677 Ala Moana Blvd #702 • Honolulu, HI 96813 • TEL (808)521-1787. FAX (808)628-6990. Email: info@naswhLorg 



Special Education 
Advisory Council 

Ms. Ivalee Sinclair, Chair 
Mr. Steve Laracuente, Vice 
Chair 

Ms. Brendelyn Ancheta 
Dr. Paul Ban, Liaison 

to the Superintendent 
Ms. Sue Brown 
Ms. Deborah Cheeseman 
Ms. Phyllis DeKok 
Ms. Mary Ellis 
Ms. Debra Farmer 
Ms. Gabriele Finn 
Ms. Martha Guinan 
Mr. Henry Hashimoto 
Mr. John Hinkle 
Ms. TamiHo 
Ms. Barbara Ioli 
Ms. Shanelle Lum 
Ms. Rachel Matsunobu 
Ms. June Motokawa 
Ms. Kristy Nishimura 
Ms. Connie Perry 
Ms. Barbara Pretty 
Ms. Kau'i Rezentes 
Dr. Patricia Sheehey 
Mr. August Suehiro 
Ms. Judy Tonda 
Ms. Cari White 
Ms. Jasmine Williams 
Mr. Duane Yee 
Mr. Shawn Yoshimoto 

Jan Tateishi, Staff 
Susan Rocco, Staff 

SEAC 
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March 3, 2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim, Chair 
Senate Committee on Ways and Means 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

RE: SB 1679, SD l-RELATINGTOTHEEMERGENCY AND 
BUDGET RESERVE FUND 

Dear Chair Mercado Kim and Members of the Committee: 

The Special Education Advisory Council, Hawaii's State Advisory Panel 
under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), supports 
the intent of SB 1679, SD 1 to utilize monies from the emergency and 
budget reserve fund to avert detrimental budget cuts to services related to 
education, health and public welfare. We are particularly concerned with 
placing a priority on funds essential to the maintenance of educational 
benefit for students with disabilities and to services required by federal 
mandate under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. 

SEAC is also in favor of using these emergency funds to maintain a 
safety net for individuals with developmental disabilities under the DD 
Waiver to allow them to pursue their vocational and independent living 
goals. We likewise support continued respite services to families of 
individuals with disabilities, as these services enable families to better 
participate in their child's educational and vocational goals by providing 
periodic breaks from caregiving. 

Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony on this issue. Should 
you have any questions regarding our position, you are welcome to 
contact me by phone or email. 

Sincerely, 

Ivalee Sinclair, Chair 

Mandated by the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 



-SECOH 
SUPPORTING EXCEPTIONAL CITIZENS OF HAWAII 

TO: Donna Mercado Kim, Chair of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means 
and Members of the Ways and Means Committee 

FROM: Sandra 1. Yoro, Executive Director, SECOH 

HEARING: Decision Making Monday, March 2,2009 at 9:30 a.m. 

RE: Support of Senate Bill 1679 SDI 
Relating to the Emergency and Budget Reserve Fund 

SECOH (Special Education Center of Hawaii), is a private, nonprofit organization with a mission to 
provide services and supports to people with developmental disabilities, or acquired disabilities due 
to aging or head injuries. 

We strongly SUPPORT S.B. 1679 SD1, Relating to The Emergency and Budget Reserve Fund, 
which provides appropriations for various "safety net" services including the State of Hawaii 
Department of HeaIth-Deve1opmental Disabilities Division (DOH-ODD) Developmentally 
DisabledlMental Retardation (DDIMR) Medicaid Waiver Service program, the DOH Respite 
program and the DOH Partnerships in Community Living (PICL) program. These programs were 
r~cently eliminated or reduced leaving people with severe intellectual and physical disabilities 
and their families to fend for themselves as they watch the programs designed to protect them 
destroy them. 

The elimination or reduction in services has left the majority of our customers without adult day 
care services 1-2 days per week and without personal assistance services for up to 20 hours per 
week. Family members and primary care providers have had to reduce their own work schedules or 
hire privately to care for their family members causing them economic hardship in already 
economically challenging times. Consequently many of our family members and primary care 
providers albeit devastating are considering out-or-home residential placement of their loved 
ones into long-term care facilities, which this program was designed to prevent. 

Hawaii's citizens with developmental disabilities due to no fault of their own are an extremely 
intellectually, physically, and economically vulnerable population. These programs are vital to the 
survival and inclusion of people with developmental disabilities in our society. Our disability 
service sector has worked tirelessly for the last twenty years to build the DDIMR home and 
community based waiver program so we could close the state institution Waimano Training School 
and Hospital and support people with disabilities to have meaningful lives in an inclusive society. 
We must not put the lives of these people in jeopardy of institutionalization again. We have 
made too much progress to throw it all way. 

An appropriation to restore these programs and services at previously prescribed levels will ensure 
basic health and safety protections and allow us to continue our fight in support of full and 
meaningful lives for people with developmental disabilities. I respectfully request and encourage 
your committee to PASS Support of Senate Bill 1679 SDl Relating to the Emergency and 
Budget Reserve Fund. 

Special Education Center of Hawaii 
708 Palekaua Streel • Honolulu' Hawaii. 96816·4755 • Phone (808) 734·0233 • Fax (B08) 734·0391 

email:info@secoh.org • www.secoh.org 



March 2, 2009 

UNIVERSITY 
of HAWAtI® 

MANOA 

Senator Donna Mercado-Kim, Chair 
Members of the W AM Committee 
Hawaii State Capitol, 
Honolulu, Hi 96813 

Myron B. Thompson School of Social Work 

Office of the Dean 

Re: SB 1679, SD-1, Relating to the Emergency and Budget Reserve Fund 

Dear Senator Mercado Kim: 

I am Gail Breakey, Director of the Hawaii Family Support Institute testifying in support of SB1679, SDl...This 
bill provides funding a number of important human services aimed at ensuring a safety net for Hawaii's most 
vulnerable citizens. 

Many in our community are suffering due to job loss, the mortgage crisis and the general economic downturn 
which is affecting not only people with limited resources but also those of the middle class. Experience and 
studies show increases in domestic violence and child abuse in times of economic crisis. 

In previous hearings of the Senate Health and Human Services Committee, many of us have testified as to the 
need for the Healthy Start and Enhanced Healthy Start programs related to the safety and well being of high risk 
infants. We has also testified as to the effectiveness and cost benefit of the Healthy Start program, as well as the 
fact that Enhanced Healthy Start does not replace the functions of Healthy Start .. 

These funds will be sorely needed as part of the effort to maintain these services for the highest risk families. The 
service providers are in the process of developing a more streamlined assessment process and services that will 
actually intervene with only the highest risk families, those with scores of 40 and over on the Family Stress 
Checklist, who according to the validation study on the Checklist have a 50% likelihood of becoming a child 
welfare case. 

Thank you very much for your serious consideration of allocating these funds to the Healthy Start and Enhanced 
Healthy Start programs, as well as to other needed services. 

Sincerely, 

Gail Breakey, Executive Director, 
The Hawaii Family Support Institute 

1800 East-West Road, Henke Hall Honolulu, Hawai'i 96822 
Telephone: (808) 956-6300 Fax: (808) 956-5964 

An Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Institution 



TESTIMONY TO THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 
Senator Donna Kim Mercado, Chair 

Senator Shan Tsutsui, Vice-Chair 

Testimony Supporting S.B# 1679, S.D. 1: "Relating to the Emergency and Budget 
Reserve Fund" 
March 2, 2009 

9:30 p.m. 
Conference Room 211 

Individual Testimony of 
Audrey Suga-Nakagawa 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of S.B. # 1679 - "Relating to the 
Emergency and Budget Reserve Fund" which provides temporary supplemental funding 
for Hawaii's safety net programs especially for vulnerable populations such as children, 
the elderly, and disabled persons. One of the safety net programs included in this bill is 
the Aging and Disability Resource (also refer as ADRC) Project, listed under SECTION 
10. This bill supports the ADRC Project development and coordination that are currently 
underway. 

The ADRC is part of a national effort to establish a single-entry, one-stop service that 
help people make informed decisions about long term services and options. In a 
collaborative effort under the U.S. Health and Human Services, the Administration on 
Aging (AoA) and the Centers of Medicare and Medicaid Services had awarded 47 states 
and territories throughout the U.S including Hawaii. State grantees received $800,000 
for a three year period to start up the ADRC sites in its respective communities. 

The goal of the ADRC program is to empower individuals to make informed choices and 
streamline access to long term support which includes in-home care, community based 
programs and institutional services such as nursing homes and other programs that are 
designed to help the elderly and individuals with disabilities including the younger adult 
population. In many communities, long term support services are administered by 
multiple agencies, and have complex, fragmented, and often duplicative intake, 
assessment, and eligibility functions. It is often difficult and confusing for consumers to 
access information and navigate the long term care system. A single, coordinated system 
of information and access for all persons seeking long term care support minimizes this 
confusion, enhances individual choice and supports informed decision making. The 
ADRC reduces duplication in paperwork and streamlines the process to find and apply 
for needed services in a timely manner. 

There are two pilot sites on the islands of Hawaii and Oahu. The Executive Office on 
Aging (EOA), which is administratively attached to the Department of Health, serves as 



INPEACE- Institute for Native Pacific Education and Culture 

TESTIMONY 

8B1679,8D1 
RELATING TO EARLY LEARNING 

Testimony Presented Before 
The Ways and Means Committee 

March 2, 2009 @ 9:30am in Conference Room 211 
by 

Kanoe Naone, Ph.D. Chief Executive Officer 

INPEACE SUPPORTS the overall intent of this bill and urges the committee to pass it. 

INPEACE annually serves more than 2,400 children, parents and community members through 

its early childhood and workforce development programs on 5 different islands. With more than 

fourteen years experience providing high-quality and culturally-relevant services to young 

children and adults in predominantly Native Hawaiian communities, INPEACE understands the 

critical role education, health and various human services play in the lives of families and 

communities that might not otherwise have access to these services. While difficult economic 

times require us to cut back on budgets and compromise certain spending priorities, education, 

human services, and health programs-among which child care services are provided-cannot 

be compromised. These programs are not extraneous services, but are vital to the health and 

well-being of our communities. As it is, child care services such as ours stretch every dollar 

that come into our programs-the bill simply asks to maintain the level of these programs by 

appropriating funds from the Emergency Budget and Reserve Fund. Needy families and 

children without adequate means to afford childcare services are directly impacted by the 

stream of state funds-they cannot afford to lose these funds. INPEACE stands by its mission 

and its call to a social responsibility to families and communities in need. We urge the 

committee to pass bill 8B1679. 



02/27/2009 10:51 8089450007 PROJECT DANA 

TO: The Honorable Senator Donna Mercado Kim,Chair 
The Honorable Shan S. Tsutui, Vice Chair 
Members of the Ways and Means Committee 

The Honorable Senator Suzanne Chun-Oakland, Chair 

The Honorable Leslhara, Jr., Vice Chair 
Members of the Human Services Committee 

The Honorable Senator David Ige, Chair 
The Honorable Senator Josh Green, Vice Chair 
Members of the Health Committee 

FROM: Rose Nakamura, Administrator, Project Dana 

PAGE 02 

SUBJECT: Testimony Supporting S8 1679 SO 1 Relating to the Emergency and Budget 

Reserve Fund 

As Administrator of Project Dana, I wish to take this opportunity to strongly support S.B.1679 
SD1 Relating to the Emergency and Budget Reserve Fund. This Bill appropriates funding from 
the emergency budget and reserve fund to maintain levels of programs for education, human 

services, and health.' 

Project Dana is a volunteer caregivers program that provides support services to homebound 
frail elders, disabled persons and family caregivers to ensure their well-being and 
independence. The PrOject's mission is to recruit, train and mobilize volunteers to fill critical 
service gaps by working with community agencies and provide a continuum of services for 

Hawaii's needy population. 

I am particularly concerned and fully support the appropriation measures of Kupuna Care 
($1,025,000), Aging and Disability Resource Center's development ($250,000) and senior 
centers ($682,000). 

Aging in place is the desire for everyone in Hawaii and for many aSSistance of various nature 
i.e. case management, meals on wheels, transportation, respite, personal care, attendant care 
(volunteer services) is increasing due to a growing population of older adults and the decline of 
Hawaii's economy. A waitlist of Kupuna Care Services has occurred in each island county. 
Many older adults have difficulty with daily living activities. They are isolated, shut-ins, lonely, 
helpless and need some aSSistance in coping with daily living. 

Funding for SB 1679 SD1 is strongly in need of your support as health and human service 
programs are vital to the quality of life for Hawaii's people. 

Thank you very much. 



The Arc in Hawaii Opera Theatre 
3989 Diamond Head Road 

Honolulu Hawaii 96816 

Senator Donna Mercado Kim, Chair 
Senate Committee on Ways and Means 
Hawaii State Senate 

W AMTestimony@Capitol.hawaii.gov 

Statement in Strong Support of SB 1679 SD 1 
Public Decision Making March 2,2009 9:30 AM 

Dear Senator Kim and Members of the Committee 

The Arc in Hawaii strongly supports SB 1679 SD 1. 

SB 1679 SD 1 would, among other important purposes, restore recent reductions in 
Medicaid waiver payments to a large number of persons with developmental disabilities. 

These reductions have left many of the people that we serve without vital services that 
they have come to rely upon. In a typical case, our clients have lost one out of their five 
regular days of Adult Day Health services. This has denied them of meaningful 
habilitation services and daily activities for a full day. In addition, finding alternate care 
for these persons on the service day that has been eliminated has caused a strain on the 
working families who must now care for these individuals on one work day per week. 

The curtailment of service has adversely affected the health and safety of many of our 
clients. 

The Arc in Hawaii serves over 100 persons with developmental disabilities, many on a 
7-day 24-hour basis. 

Thank you for considering this important Bill. 

Thomas P. Huber 
President 



The Arc in Hawaii 
3989 Diamond Head Road 

Honolulu Hawaii 96816 

Senator Donna Mercado Kim, Chair 
Senate Committee on Ways and Means 
Hawaii State Senate 

W AMTestimony@Capitol.hawaii.gov 

Statement in Strong Support of SB 1679 SD 1 
Public Decision Making March 2,2009 9:30 AM 

Dear Senator Kim and Members of the Committee 

The Arc in Hawaii strongly supports SB 1679 SD 1. 

SB 1679 SD 1 would, among other important purposes, restore recent reductions in 
Medicaid waiver payments to a large number of persons with developmental disabilities. 

These reductions have left many of the people that we serve without vital services that 
they have come to rely upon. In a typical case, our clients have lost one out of their five 
regular days of Adult Day Health services. This has denied them of meaningful 
habilitation services and daily activities for a full day. In addition, finding alternate care 
for these persons on the service day that has been eliminated has caused a strain on the 
working families who must now care for these individuals on one work day per week. 

The curtailment of service has adversely affected the health and safety of many of our 
clients. 

The Arc in Hawaii serves over 170 persons with developmental disabilities, many on a 
7-day 24-hour basis, more than 90 of whom receive Medicaid waiver services. 

Thank you for considering this important Bill. 

Thomas P. Huber 
President 



February 27,2009 

To: Senator Donna Mercado Kim, Chair 
Senator Shan S. Tsutsui,Vice Chair 
Members of the Ways and Means Committee 

From: Gretchen Lawson, President/CEO 
The Arc of Kona 

Re: Senate Bill 1679, SD 1: Emergency Budget and Reserve Fund; Appropriation; 
Education; Human Services; Health Programs 

I am in strong support of using Emergency Funds to keep basic services in tact for our 
most vulnerable populations. The effect of the loss of support for these citizens has been 
devastating in some cases and when people with disabilities are left without supervision it 
means that the immediate family must drop whatever work they are doing to attend to 
their care-this removes a significant tax paying base from the economy. Therefore the 
loss of support does not necessarily save the local economies any money. The programs I 
am most interested in seeing restored are: 

1) Department of Health Respite Program for primary Caregivers 

2) The Developmentally Disabled Medicaid Waiver Program 

3) The Partnership in Community Living Program 

We are all aware of the financial predicament that the down tum in the economy has had 
on all sectors. However, it is the vulnerable populations who are usually targeted because 
they cannot speak for themselves. The severe cutbacks to these people's support systems 
have created unemployment for their caregivers, have strained home life and caused 
economic burden to the families and that is out of proportion to the savings for the State 
budgets. 

Thank you for reading and attending to this great need and for using emergency funds to 
support these programs. 



The Arc of Kauai 
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3201 Akahi Stn~et, Lihue, Hawaii 96766, Phon,': (808) 245-41.32, Fax (808) 246 .. 1721 

February 27, 2009 

Honorable Senator Donna Mercado Kim, Chair and 
Members of the Committee on Ways and Means 
State Capitol, Hawaii State Senate 
415 South Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

RE: Support of SB 1679, SD1 • Relating to the Emergency and Budget Reserve 
Fund 

Dear Chair Mercado Kim and Members of the Committee: 

My name is Ellen Ching and for the past 25 years, I have served as the Executive 
Director of The Arc of Kauai. The Arc of Kauai is a private non-profit organization that 
was formed by parents in 1961. Our primary mission is to secure for all people with 
developmental disabilities the opportunity to realize their goals and to choose where 
and how they learn, live, work and play. To this end, The Arc of Kauai develops 
implements and maintains a variety of programs and services for approximately 191 
individuals. 

I am writing thh; letter in strong support of 5B 1679, SD1. 

This bill will restore funding for the Department of Health's Respite Program, the 
Partnerships in Community Living (PICL) Program and the DD/MR Waiver Program. 

The budget cuts have resulted in the termination of the PICL Program and the loss of 
$395,505.00 in services to children and adults on Kauai. The budgetreductions to the 
DD/MR Waiver Program at a minimum will result in the loss of approximately 
$162,850.64 in services. The full impact of the loss of DDfMR services is still unknown 
as families are appealing the budget cuts and service reductions. 

The real tragedy however is human suffering and the burden this puts on our 
families ... a single elderly mom with two adults with developmental disabilities that was 
counting on the PICL funds to provide services to her son for eight weeks while she is in 
Honolulu with her daughter who needs treatment for breast cancer. She was also 
counting on MRiDD services for her daughter whose prognosis is about another 4 
years. 

When You Give Hell" You (Jive Hope 
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A mother suddenly dies on December 24, 2008 and leaves behind a grieving family that 
includes an ailing husband and a daughter with developmental disabilities. Her other 
daughter, moves her sister with a developmental disability into her home but she doesn't 
even know her sisters social security number or the numerous things involved in caring for 
her sister. On January 2nd. a letter is received telling her she must make a decision to cut 
her sister's services which will result in the loss of one day of service by January 1 zlh. She 
and her husband work and cannot take care of her during the week. On January 3ro, they 
buried their mom. 

While we are fully aware that budget cuts are necessary, we do not believe that the process 
in which families were asked to make these cuts was fair or equitable throughout the MR/DD 
Waiver Program. Without clear or full information, most of the families felt intimidated and 
reduced their services. We hope that should we be faced with a similar situation, a rate 
reduction will be instituted so that families can continue to support their loved ones with 
developmental disabilities. 

I humbly ask for your support of 561679 501 and keeping families whole. Should you 
need more information or have any questions, please feel free to contact me at (808) 245-
4132 ext. Oor 16 or arcklizann@viphawaiLnet. Thank you for your consideration. 

SinCerelY,,,/] 

"i/ 

-~i~~:/ 
Ellen 9hi~g 
Executive Director 
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Tile Arc of Kauai 

Date: 
02/27/09 
Attn: 

This fax comes to you from 
JonaVillon 

Office Managel" 
arcIgona@viphawaii.net 

Telephone: 245-4132 ext. 18 Fax: 246-1721 

Members of the Committee on Ways and Means 
Fax#: 
1-800-586-6659 
Pages including cover: 
25 
Subject: Support of SB 1679. SDI - Relating to the Emergency & Budget Reserve Fund 

Comments are to be submitted to: 

Senator Donna Mercado Kim, Chair; 
Senator Shan S. Tsutsui, Vice Chair; 
and Mexnbets of the Committee on Ways and Means 

Hearing Date & Time: 

Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30am, Room 211 

A waJ:m aloha. 
JanaVillon 
Office Manager 
The Arc of l{auai 

Frn. n Y'I c.'(:n.9 trl r'. { !:Ju 

CONFIDENTIAL NOTICE: This message and all attachments are confidential or proprietary to Jona Villon or The Arc of 
Kauai and diSClosure, use, or distribution to anyone other than the intended recipient without prior written permission of 
Jona Villon or The Arc of Kauai, is. prohibited. This message and any attachmenlS may contain confidential health 
information that is protected by law. This information is Intended only for the use of the individual or entity named above. If 
you are not the Intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, or disbibution is strictly prohibited. 
If you think you have received this message In error, please notify the sender by replying to this e-mail and delete the 
message without disclosure. Mah1310 
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February 27, 2009 

TO: Senator Donml Mercado Kim. Chair; 
Senator Shan S. Tsutsui, Vice Chair; 
and Members of the Committee on Ways and Means 

HEARING: Monday, March 2, 2009. 9:30 a.m., Room 211 

RE: Support of sa 1679, SD1 
Relating to the Emergency and Budget ReselVe Fund 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT of S.B. 1679. SD1. This bill makes an 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. Specifically. 1 
am supporting appropriations to restore the lost funding for the Department of Health's Respite, 
Developmental Disabilities Medicaid Waiver, and the Partnerships in Community Living 
Programs. 
III my capacity as a Personal Assistance Habilitation Program Service Supervisor, 
I knOw of at least two :Eamilies who would be greatly affected without resoration 
of lost funding. In both cases, the parents . are elderly and doing the best they 
can to maintain their adult son and daughter at home. Family "A" has a .son who 
is con£ined to a wheel chair and totally der::endent on his elderly ps.rents for 
bis care. Family "Btl is an elderly widow, with her own hea~th issues, taking 
care of a daughter who, in addition to 'being .totally dependent on her mother, 
has multiple seizures and may go for days and nights without sleeping. These 
parents receive min:imal service fram the state, 30 hrs and 40 hra per week 
respectively to support their efforts and desires to maintain thier sonl 
daughter at home. To decrease tbis suptX>rt is abusive, undermines family 
involvement and cormnitD.'lent end not very cost effective if it results in 
placement out of the h~. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as pOSSible, the state will be putting at 
risk the thousands of families and individuals with developmental disabilities that are served 
each day in these essential programs. Thank you for your consideration and the opportunity to 
present testimony. 

Sincerely, 

r;~ r ~S() 
Name: Gail R. lorenzo 

Address: PO Box 789 l~eo, Kauai, Hawaii 96741 

Phone No.: _3_32_-_7_0_8_5 _______________________ _ 

141.002 
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February 27, 2009 

TO: Senator Donna Mercado Kim, Chair; 
Senator Shan S. Tsutsui, Vice Chair; 
and Members of the Committee on Ways and Means 

HEARING: Monday, March 2. 2009. 9:30 a.m., Room 211 

RE: Support of S8 1679, SD1 
Relating to the Emergency and Budget Reserve Fund 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT of S.B. 1679. 501. This bill makes an 
appropriation from the emerge'ncy and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. Specifically, I 
am supporting appropriations to restore the lost funding for the Department of Health's Respite, 
Developmental Disabilities Medicaid Waiver, and the Partnerships in Community Living 
Programs. W 
YJur4~H~8 ~dNd~dt~JI ~ 

- • ~~A J U!.,../1it .tl~~,J -ft c:J~L.J .J!trr/(£J ....oroH~ I Y(K, '. A. __ .~ (d..-7 

~edn ~ -. ~u.-~crJ4'~ VltPUVI.J 71'/>Yl _ 

L Jt.. .. ,- ~ r~~. t6...1:~ ofJ ,,port I· ~(/" 

(j/ifh -h ~rNr. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible. the state will be putting at 
risk the thousands of families and individuals with developmental disabilities that are served 
each day in these essential programs, Thank you for your consideration and the opportunity to 
present testimony. 

141 003 
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February 27, 2009 

TO: Senator Donna Mercado Kim, Chair; 
Senator Shan S. Tsutsui, Vice Chair: 
and Members of the Committee on Ways and Means 

HEARING: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30 a.m., Room 211 

RE: Support of 58 1679, 501 
Relating to the Emergency and Budget Reserve Fund 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT of S.B. 1679, 5D1. This bill makes an 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs determined to be essential to education, public health. and welfare. Specifically, I 
am supporting appropriations to restore the lost funding for the Department of Health's Respite, 
Developmental Disabilities Medicaid Waiver, and the Partnerships in Community Living 
Programs. 

I've worked with the Arc of Kauai, as the Office Manager for over a year now and have come to 
learn a lot about individuals with developmental disabilities. I've learned that they need a lot of 
love and attention. Funds help families to get these kinds of attention. I don't work with these 
individuals first hand, but I do see them when they arrive back from their days activities. May it 
be volunteer parking cleanin!g, volunteer recycling or just having a day out in the community with 
their Personal Assistant. The smiles and appreciation shown upon their face says a million 
words. By restoring funding we can continue support for our individuals with developmental 
disabilities as well as support for their families. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at 
risk the thousands of families and individuals with developmental disabilities that are served 
each day in these essential !programs. Thank you for your consideration and the opportunity to 
present testimony. 

Cfu? 
Name: c/Dna V,/lon 
Address: __ ~",",,:II:-;&;~a---:-k--:~_~h=-=-i _~--;-\f--;;;;;·:--~_'h_u_e..:.-J _{..ff __ q_h 7_lJ._. & ____ _ 

N C:Z.IfEJ- 4·/ a;;;l- )( I J' Phone o.: __________ ~ ________________________________________ ___ 

141 004 
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February 27, 2009 

TO: Senator Donna Mercado Kim, Chair; 
Senator Shan S. Tsutsui, Vice Chair; 
and Members of the Committee on Ways and Means 

HEARING: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30 a.m., Room 211 

RE: Support of SB 1679, SD1 
Relating to the Emergency and Budget Reserve Fund 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT of 5.B. 1679, 5D1. This bill makes an 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs determined to be essential to educationl public health, and welfare. Specifically, I 
am supporting appropriations to restore the lost funding for the Department of Health's Respite. 
Developmental Disabilities MI9dicaid Waiver. and the Partnerships in Community Living 
Programs. 

During 2001 - 2007 I had the honor of working at The ARC of Kaua'i and with individuals with 
developmental disabilities and I was able to witness such great successes with these individuals 
Having programs such as the Personal Assistance Program and the Partnerships in Community 
Living Program has allowed individuals with developmental disabilities earn their own income 
with recycling, be involved in volunteer work such as cleaning parks, and obtain much needed 
medical supplies to name a few. 

Having funds for these individuals will not only enhance these individual's lives, but will also 
enhance the lives of their families. as care is not always available for by the individuals family 
members. 

If the emergency appropriatil:m is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at 
risk the thousands of familiel~ and individuals with developmental disabilities that are served 
each day in these essential programs, Thank you for your consideration and the opportunity to 
present testimony. 

Sincerely, 

Jamie (j). P.. Cliong 

Name: Jamie D. Eo Chong 

Address: P. O. Box 3218. Llhu'e, HI 96766 

Phone No.: 808·651-94..Qa 

141005 
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February 27, 2009 

TO: Senator Donna Mercado Kim. Chair; 
Senator Shan S. Tsutsui. Vice Chair; 
and Member.s of the Committee on Ways and Means 

HEARING: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30 a.m., Room 211 

RE: Support of 5B 1679, SD1 
Relating to the Emergency and Budget Reserve Fund 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT of S.B. 1679, SD1. This bill makes an 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. Specifically, I 
am supporting appropriations to restore the lost funding for the Department of Health's Respite, 
Developmental Disabilities Medicaid Waiver. and the Partnerships in Community Living 
Programs. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at 
risk the thousands of families and individuals with developmental disabilities that are served 
each day in these essential programs. Thank you for your consideration and the opportunity to 
present testimony. 

Sincerely, 

141006 
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February 27, 2009 

TO: Senator Donna Mercado Kim. Chair; 
Senator Shan S. Tsutsui. Vice Chair; 
and Members of the Committee on Ways and Means 

HEARING: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30 a.m" Room 211 

RE: Support of SB 1679, 501 
Relating to the' Emergency and Budget Reserve Fund 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT of S.B. 1679, 501. This bill makes an 
appropriation from the emert~ency and budget fund of the state of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. Specifically, I 
am supporting appropriations to restore the lost funding for the Department of Health's Respite, 
Developmental Disabilities Medicaid Waiver, and the Partnerships in Community Living 
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If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at 
risk. the thousands of familiets and individuals with developmental disabilities that are served 
each day in these essential programs. Thank you for your consideration and the opportunity to 
present testimony. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Name: ~g£dA ~ I~ClY\ 
Address: j6P7 B Wfrngcfa Ri 
Phone No.: =:{ifd'i5 -6.::1.:2 ..... 6077 
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February 27, 2009 

TO: Senator Donna Mercado Kim, Chair; 
Senator Shan S. Tsutsui, Vice Chair; 
and Members of the Committee on Ways and Means 

HEARING: Monday, Mar(~h 2, 2009, 9:30 a.m., Room 211 

RE: Support of S8i 1679, SD1 
Relating to the Emergency and Budget Reserve Fund 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT of S.B. 1679, SD1. This bill makes an 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs determined to bl~ essential to education, public health, and welfare. Specifically, I 
am supporting appropriations to restore the lost funding for the Department of Health's Respite, 
Developmental Disabilities Medicaid Waiver, and the Partnerships in Community Living 
Programs. 

1 \!lD~ w~ VV\0-tf\:Y CA~ \AJt-U1 Dw~O\J~ \)ll~(\i~~ +M 
\Q~.f1t 8tUt)y ~m 4til0 ~(~ 1\1\ o.:Ll~. 1+ VlPl~ . 
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If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at 
risk the thousands of families and individuals with developmental disabilities that are served 
each day in these essential pmgrams. Thank you for your consideration and the opportunity to 
present testimony. 

Sincerely, 

~di4ef~ 
Name: l?lJteLJ7Ht( L.. fle;Pl). 

Address: df39 ttofJ~ 57 
Phone No.: U~l- (973 

141 008 
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February 27,2009 

TO: Senator Donna Mercado Kim, Chair; 
Senator Shan S. Tsutsui, Vice Chair; 
and Members of the Committee on Ways and Means 

HEARING: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30 a.m., Room 211 

RE: Support of SB 1679, SD1 
Relating to the Emergency and Budget Reserve Fund 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT of S.B. 1679, SD1. This bill makes an 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. Specifically, I 
am supporting appropriations to restore the lost funding for the Department of Health'.s Respite, 
Developmental Disabilities Medicaid Waiver, and the Partnerships in Community Living 
Programs. . • 
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If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at 
lisle the thousands of'families and individuals with developmental disabilities that are served 
each day in these essential programs. Thank you for your consideration and the opportunity to 
present testimony. 

Sincerely, ~ ~ 

Name: /(y\ ~ ~ M 0 n ~ ~ 
Address: 20C(O H-"'v\l'A \lM ~ ,S~~+ AA'IOj 
Ph N <6og-'24~;;- 41 ~'-J one 0.: _---"---___ ... _---.: .... =..:::)L=---___ --__________ _ 
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February 27. 2009 

TO: Senator Donna Mercado Kim, Chair; 
Senator Shan S. Tsutsui, Vice Chair; 
and Members of the Committee on Ways and Means 

HEARING: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30 a.m., Room 211 

RE: Support of S8 1679, SD1 
Relating to the Emergency and Budget Reserve Fund 

1 am submitting testimony in :STRONG SUPPORT of S.B. 1679, SD1. This bill makes an 
appropriatlon from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. Specifically, I 
am supporting appropriations to restore the lost funding for the Department of Health's Respite, 
Developmental Disabilities Medicaid Waiver, and the Partnerships in Community Living 
Programs. 
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If the emergencyappropriati,on is not approved as soon as possible,'the state will be putting at 
risk the thousands of families and individuals with developmental disabilities that are served 
each day in these essential programs. Thank you for your consideration and the opportunity to 
present testimony. 

Sincerely, 

~l?.-r 
Name: __ ~A~/~Fo~Qn~~~j~.~P,~~~+~f ______________________________ __ 
Address: __ 3-:-·_~~f~1~o:....-..:..K . ..;..,)_h._·1J ~H~..,y:....... ---:L::;..'.;.;h~tJ..!::..~ 7""", .J..LU:"':":--L~.!I:..6 .z;.t,,-' ,St-.-_______ _ 
Phone No.: --'(.....::8:.......(g....:::;!~) ..-!~:...-l'3:.JI.1.f_ .. ...;::";...;..o-!...-:r....Ll _______________ _ 
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February 27,2009 

TO: Senator Donna Mercijdo Kim. Chair; 
Senator Shan S. Tsutsui, Vice Chair: 
and Membel"S of the Committee on Ways and Means 

HEARING: Monday, Ma.rch 2, 2009, 9:30 a.m., Room 211 

RE: Support of S81679, SD1 
Relating to the Emergency and Budget Reserve Fund 

141 011 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT of S.B. 1679. 8D1. This bill makes an 
appropriation from the ems1rgency and budget fund of the state of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. Specifically, I 
am supporting appropriations to restore the lost funding for the Department of Health's Respite, 
Developmental Disabilities Medicaid Waiver, and the Partnerships in Community Living 
Programs. 
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I! the emergency approprialtion is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at 
nsk the thousands at-families and individuals with developmental disabilities that are served 
each day in these essential programs. Thank you for your consideration and the opportunity to 
present testimony. 

Name: ~O#l!..' ~~AJ (l.Ei-(?.£"L5£ 

Address: 7>z> -8 d)! o-;r e?r- ,L/ ~/.e 
Phone No.: (77 cY 3 ¢' ~ ,;,.s/o / , 
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February 27. 2009 

TO: Senator Donna Mercado Kim, Chair; 
Senator Shan S. Tsutsui, Vice Chair; 
and Members, of the Committee on Ways and Means 

HEARING: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30 a.m., Room 211 

RE: Support of S8 1679, SD1 
Relating to the Emergency and Budget Reserve Fund 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT of S.B, 1679, SD1. This bill makes an 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs determined to be essential to education, public health. and welfare. Specifically, I 
am supporting appropriations to restore the lost funding for the Department of Health's Respite, 
Developmental Disabilities Medicaid Waiver, and the Partnerships in Community Living 
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If the emergency a~~r~priation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at 
risk the thousands of familiE~s and individuals with developmental disabilities that are served 
each day in these essential programs. Thank you for your consideration and the opportunity to 
present testimony. 

Sincerely, 
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February 27, 2009 

TO: Senator Donna Mercado Kim, Chair; 
Senator Shan S. Tsutsui, Vice Chair; 
and Members of the Committee on Ways and Means 

HEARING: Monday, Man~h 2, 2009, 9:30 a.m., Room 211 

RE: Support of 581679, SD1 
Relating to the Emergency and Budget Reserve Fund 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT of S.B. 1679, SD1. This bill makes an 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. Specifically, I 

. am supporting appropriations to restore the lost funding for the Department of Health's Respite. 
Developmental Disabilities Medicaid Waiver, and the Partnerships in Community Living 
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If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at 
risk the thousands of families and individuals with developmental disabilities that are served 
each day in these essential programs. Thank you for your consideration and the opportunity to 
present testimony. 
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February 27, 2009 

TO: Senator Donna Mercado Kim, Chair; 
Senator Shan S. Tsutsui, Vice Chair; 
and Members of the Committee on Ways and Means 

HEARING: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30 a.m., Room 211 

RE: Support of SB 1679. SD1 
Relating to the Emergency and Budget Reserve Fund 

I am submitting testimony in :STRONG SUPPORT of S.B. 1679, S01. This bill makes an 
appropriation from the emergtency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs determined to be essential to education, public health. and welfare. Specifically, I 
am supporting appr9p..riations to restore the lost funding for the Department of Health's Respite, 
Developmental Disabilities Medicaid Waiver. and the Partnerships in Community Living 
Programs. 
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If the emergency appropriatit:m is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at 
risk the thousands of families and individuals with developmental disabilities that are served 
each day in these essential programs. Thank you for your consideration and the opportunity to 
present testimony. 

Sincerely, 

Name: J~ANA~,{W A. A&(lAOIIl1 
Address: ~~q~ ih1)1AJl.{) fi-
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February 27.2009 

TO: Senator Donna Mercado Kim, Chair; 
Senator Shan S. Tsutsui, Vice Chair; 
and Members of the Committee on Ways and Means 

HEARING: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30 a.m., Room 211 

RE: Support of 581679, SD1 
Relating to the Emergency and Budget Reserve Fund 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT of S.B. 1679, 5D1. This bill makes an 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs determined to ble essential to education, public health. and welfare. Specifically, I 
am supporting appropriations to restore the lost funding for the Department of Health's Respite, 
Developmental Disabilities Medicaid Waiver, and the Partnerships in Community Living 
Programs. 
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If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at 
risk the thousands of families and individuals with developmental disabilities that are served 

. each day in these essential programs. Thank you for your consideration and the opportunity to 
present testimony. 

Sincerely, 

W lIAR/AI! 
Name:~ __ ~~~~ __ ~~~~r7~~~ __ ~~~~ __ ~~=-__ ~~~ 
Addr~s: __ ~~~~ __ 7=~~~~:-~~ __ ~~ __ ~~~~ __ ~~~~_ 
Phone No.: --e;;L.o.o~-?---'_~:....L __ r!....-________________________ _ 
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February 27, 2009 

TO: Senator Donna Mercado Kim, Chair; 
Senator Shan S. Tsutsui. Vice Chair; 
and Members of the Committee on Ways and Means 

HEARING: Monday, March 2, 2009. 9:30 a.m., Room 211 

RE: Support of S6 1679, SD1 
Relating to the Emergency and Budget ReselVe Fund 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT of S.B. 1679. SD1. This bill makes an 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. Specifically, I 
am supporting appropriatiom; to restore the lost funding for the Department of Health's Respite, 
Developmental Disabilities Medicaid Waiver, and the Partnerships in Community Living 
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If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible. the state will be putting at 
risk the thousands of families and individuals with developmental disabilities that are selVed 
each day in these essential programs. Thank yciu for your consideration and the opportunity to 
present testimony. 

Sincerely, -4 tp( J)qJ~ 
~'A 7'\ .,.. r"', 

Name: 7/uu-t.fa t..X::01{ tlt!J. 
Address:ULJfl5-A wihaq ~ad KAp~ rt-faUth · Cff/;7Lf{p 
Phone No.: ~ ;:;q.- t1?; 3/ , 
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February 27, 2009 

TO: Senator Donna Mercado Kim, Chair; 
Senator Shan S. Tsutsui, Vice Chair; 
and Members of the Committee on Ways and Means 

HEARING: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30 a.m., Room 211 

RE: Support of S81679, SD1 
Relating to the Emergency and Budget Reserve Fund 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT of S.B. 1679, SD1. This bill makes an 
appropriation from the emer,~ency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs determined to be essential to education. public health. and welfare. Specifically. I 
am supporting appropriations to restore the lost funding for the .Department of Health's Respite, 
Developmental Disabilities Medicaid Waiver, and the Partnerships in Community Living 
Programs_ 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at 
risk the thousands of families and individuals with developmental disabilities that are served 
each day in these essential programs. Thank you for your consideration and the opportunity to 
present testimony. 

Sincerely •• 

~ 
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February 27, 2009 

TO: Senator Donna Mercado Kim, Chair; 
Senator Shan S. Tsutsui, Vice Chair; 
and Members of the Committee on Ways and Means 

HEARING: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30 a.m., Room 211 

RE: Support of S8 1679, SD1 
Relating to the Emergency and Budget Reserve Fund 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT of S.B. 1679, SD1. This bill makes an 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs determined to be essential to education, public health. and welfare. Specifically, I 
am supporting appropriations to restore the lost funding for the Department of Health's Respite, 
Developmental Disabilities Medicaid Waiver, and the Partnerships in Community Living 
Programs. 
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If the emergency appropriath:m is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at 
risk the thousands of families and individuals with developmental disabilities that are served 
each, day in these essential programs. Thank you for your consideration and the opportunity to 
present testimony. 

Sincerely, 

141 018 
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February 27,2009 

TO: Senator Donna Mercado Kim, Chair; 
Senator Shan S. Tsutsui, Vice Chair; 
and Members of the Committee on Ways and Means 

HEARING: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30 a.m., Room 211 

RE: Support of S8 1679, SD1 
Relating to thE3 Emergency and Budget Reserve Fund 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT of S.B. 1679, SD1. This bill makes an 
appropriation from the eme~lency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the ·Ievels 
of programs determined to ble essential to education, public health, and welfare. Specifically, I 
am supporting appropriations to restore·the lost funding for the Department of Health's Respite. 
Developmental Disabilities Medicaid Waiver, and the Partnerships in Community Living 
Programs. 
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If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at 
risk the thousands of families, and individuals with developmental disabilities that are served 
each day in these essential programs. Thank you for your consideration and the opportunity to 
present testimony. 

Sincerely, 

Name: ____ c: __ ~\_~_\_~_~ __ \_~~6 ___ 0 __ ~_· __ ~~._~_~ ___ ~ __________________________ __ 

Address: ___ ,? __ . o __ ._'C& ......... o_·')(_._'":s_"'Z.,: __ s ___ Ec_:&_t\..;.;::,·-=-...::t_ . .:!,..J r __ \ \ ___ ct._w_·_l_D...:.iS' ____________ _ 
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February 27 r 2009 

TO: Senator Donna Mercado Kim, Chair; 
Senator Shan S. Tsutsui, Vice Chair; 
and Members of the Committee on Ways and Means 

HEARING: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30 a.m., Room 211 

RE: Support of 58 1679, SD1 
Relating to the Emergency and Budget Reserve Fund 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT of S.B. 1679. SD1. This bill makes an 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. Specifically, I 
am supporting appropriations to restore the lost funding for the Department of Health's Respite, 
Developmental Disabilities Medicaid Waiver, and the 'Partnerships in Community Living 
Programs. 
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If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at 
risk the thousands of families and individuals with developmental disabilities that are served 
each day in these essential programs. Thank you for your consideration and the opportunity to 
present testimony. 

Sincerely. GIl ~ 12. 

Name: Ej)U8. ~~-f.b 
Address: =1';Cl k~~:sr: 
Phone No.: C~C)W· ?1:r~ :r ?.-.4#= 
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February 27, 2009 

TO: Senator Donna Mercado Kim, Chair; 
Senator Shan S. Tsutsui, Vice Chair; 
and Members of the Committee on Ways and Means 

HEARING: Monday, Marc:h 2,2009,9:30 a.m., Room 211 

RE: Support of SB 1679, SD1 
Relating to the Emergency and Budget Reserve Fund 

141 021 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT of S.B. 1679, 5D1_ This bill makes an 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. Specifically, I 
am supporting appropriations to restore the lost funding for the Department of Health's Respite, 
Developmental Disabilities Medicaid Waiver, and the Partnerships in Community Living 
Programs. 
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If the emergency appropriaticlin is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at 
risk the thousands of families and individuals with developmental disabilities that are selVed 
each day in these essential programs. Thank you for your consideration and the opportunity to 
present testimony ~ / 

SincerelYJ ~a~ 

Name: tJl J 4 z.,.'''54/:?1-

Address: (pq.;:;q Af./(£C-fS' p~ IU.c 

Phone No.: ('~(8) $.:1 1-- ;<57/ 
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February 27~ 2009 

TO: Senator Donna Mercado Kim, Chair; 
Senator Shan S. Tsutsui, Vice Chair; 
and Members of the Committee on Ways and Means 

HEARING: Monday, March 2~ 2009, 9:30 a.m., Room 211 

RE: Support of 58 1679. 8D1 
Relating to the Emergency and Budget Reserve Fund 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT of S.B. 1679, 8D1. This bill makes an 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. Specifically, I 
am supporting appropriations to restore the lost funding for the Department of Health's Respite, 
Developmental Disabilities Medicaid Waiver, and the Partnerships in Community Living 
Programs. 
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tN. ~ 'IA ct r (hj a.f t:" -It {11.£ ~.trt-f f h f () fA, (J rl{j jr-q.·m J -/11 t{;j' 
help ~ OI·tfl'~ {e;p Wv!'d -Hwf Dtr.e. qrt d -J1u{/r' ~-efJ se C)-I 
be I UVl.q ( Vl\q. 

If the emergenc1' appro~riatjon is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at 
risk the thousands of families and individuals with developmental disabilities that are served 
each day In these essential programs. Thank you for your consideration and the opportunity to 
present testimony. 

Sincerely, 

Name: ___ M~~-:-t l-:::' S:......::S~o=--_-:r_i d_Of.:....,.-.-
-.~,,~ ... ,-.. -... -.~.,.-.-------

Address: __ 4~.:-i-\ -,-CR_O-:.,.t\.a-,;:;' 6;.....:;O~\l...:...a.~~~t!....-· ---L.......:f\L¥12+~~;:z::..;·I'---_\.L.!.A _____ _ 
Phone No.: _..::::~~I V!-:-;U~.Q.,~~\J~\---l::q.:.(o.....t..7...::!;;G:....Ioo(P~ _________ _ 
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February 27.2009 

TO: Senator Donna Mercado Kim. Chair; 
Senator Shan S. Tsutsui, Vice Chair; 
and Members of the Committee on Ways and Means 

HEARING: Monday. March 2, 2009. 9:30 a.m., Room 211 

RE: Support of SB 1679, SD1 
Relating to thf9 Emergency and Budget Reserve Fund 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT of S.B. 1679, SD1. This bill makes an 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs determined to be essential to education. public health, and welfare. Specifically. I 
am supporting appropriations to restore the lost funding for the Department of Health's Respite, 
Developmental Disabilities Medicaid Waiver, and the Partnerships in Community Living 
Programs. 

.. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at 
risk the thousands of families and individuals with developmental disabilities that are served 
each day in these essential programs. Thank you for your consideration and the opportunity to 
present testimony. 

Sincerely, 

Name: .JJ:R£MfV1 1:..~ kA. ClUtZ 
Address: J'7712 ""lAhOIA .'iT 11-/02.· idYll';' HI. qfzrer, 
Phone No.: Iq51-- 8'l7~ 

141023 
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February 27. 2009 

TO: Senator Donna Mercado Kim, Chair; 
Senator Shan S. Tsutsui, Vice Chair; 
and Members of the Committee on Ways and Means 

HEARING: Monday, March 2. 2009, 9:30 a.m., Room 211 

RE: Support of S8 1679, SD1 
Relating to the Emergency and Budget Reserve Fund 

I am submitting testimony in :STRONG SUPPORT of S.B. 1679, 8D1_ This bill makes an 
appropriation from the emerg.ency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. Specifically. I 
am supporting appropriations to restore the lost funding for the Department of Health's Respite, 
Developmental Disabilities Medicaid Waiver, and the Partnerships in Community Living 
Programs_ 

141 024 
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If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible. the state will be putting at 
risk the thousands of families and individuals with developmental disabilities that are served 
each day in these essential programs. Thank you for your consideration and the opportunity to 
present testimony. 

Sincerely. ~ 

.. 
Name= __ ~ ____ ++ __ ~~r-~ __ ~ __ ~ __ ~~~~~ __ ~ __________ ___ 

Address: _--'-.....-..._-=-+-_____ ..::..:.... __ ~:::....---=-~~-...K;::..-L-~--------
Phone No.: __ ---l ........ ............,'""'--+--~ ______________________ _ 
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February 27,2009 

TO: Senator Donna Mercado Kim) Chair; 
Senator Shan S. Tsutsui, Vice Chair; 
and Members of the Committee on Ways and Means 

HEARING: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30 a.m., Room 211 

RE: Support of S8 1679, SD1 
Relating to the Emergency and Budget Reserve Fund 

i4J025 

I am sUbmitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT of S.8, 1679, SD1. This bill makes an 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the le"els 
of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. Specifically, I 
am supporting appropriations to restore the lost funding for the Department of Health's Respite, 
Developmental Disabilities Medicaid ~~{band the Partner:hips in Community Living I D _ J-
Programs. ~ a.- WJl~ o{ r. lI~oloi k"t'tJ. J. bv.::LMJ... '-tf-D0 

i-lL~ ~letw1, ~~ ~. ~ {J).L ~ 11U ~ 
~ ~ ~Iv tzn., ~ CLttv ~ ~r(J ~I ~ · ~ 
Tf.,,,, C'txA- wf .,.1..£ ?~ ~ o.of iL:J..' ddZ 7'0( nJU ~ 
ifL .~ ~~ ~D1\MA Wr ~. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at 
risk the thousands of'familhss and individuals with developmental disabilities that are served 
each day in these essential programs. Thank you for your consideration and the opportunity to 
present testimony. 

Sincerely, 'Wt1b-;l( 
Name: lLArf.l--L~ y. YVtP iMA 
Address: qlnt {lA ~- 3t. ~ 4~ C I\AJli W q lq 7ft. (, 
Phone N0l~~ &Ji/6H 



FEB-27-2009 15:40 From: 6810813 

Friday, Februmy 27, 2009 

The Honorable Oonna Mercado Kim arId Senator Shan S. Tsutsui 
State ot"Hawaii. Joint Hemings - Senate Committee on Ways & Means 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Bel'etania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679- RGLA TING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BU DGET RESERVE 
FUND 

Heai'ing: Monday. March 2,2009, 9:30am, Conference Room 211 

Dear Senators Mercado and Tsutsui & Members of the Committee on Ways & Means: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679. This bill makes an emergency 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund orthe State of Ilawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs determined to be essential to education. public health. and wdH:lrt::, Specifically I am 
supporting appropriations (.o restore lost funding for the Deptlrlment of Healtll Re.'ipile, DD 
Divisiolz DD/M"R Waiver, and tIle DD Di"ision Partners/lips ill C()#tJmlmity LiltiflC (PICL) 
Programs. 

I am an employee and advocate of participants with disabU ities that has been able to aCcess 
support afforded by the service:) offered in the DlJ/MR Waiver ill order to eare for people. With 
the support of these selvices I am able to provide services and ensure needs are being met. and 
that participants arc safe. I am able to put family's minds at peace when they need to go to work, 
and know their family tnen1bets who reccive services atc able 10 participate in meaningful 
activities that allow them to have a lite just like every other citizen. Without the sel'Vices provided 
under the MRJDD Waiver, participants may have to be home alone, disengaged from the 
community. and could create mtYor health and safety concerns. 

If the ctnergency ~tppropdaliol1 is not approved as soon as possible, the stale will be putting at risk 
the thousands oftamilies that are or were served each month in these very valuable p,'ograms. 
Thank you tor the opportunity to prcscnt testimony in StrOllg Support ofSB 1679. I can be 
Teac1led at (808)681-0747, fbr ally fUlther questions. 

Si~l~~ 
~<{ 

Charles Cru7. 0 
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rriday, ¥ebruary 27,2009 

The Honomble Donna Mct~tdo Kim and Senat.or Shun S. Tsutsui 
Stale of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Ways & Means 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Ilonoll1lu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679- RELATiNG TO TI IE n.MP.RGRNCY AND BUDGET R ESERV E FUND 

Hearing: Monday. March 2, 2009, 9:30am. Conference Room 211 

Dcar Scnalur5 Mercado and Tsutsui & Membel's ofthc Cummittee 011 Ways & Means; 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679. This bill makc~ an emergency 
appropriation from the cmt..Tgency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels of 
programs determined to be essential to education. public healtll. and welfare. Specifically I am supporting 
appropriations to restore lost funding for the Department of He.(IIm Re.fpite, DO Division D.D/MR 
Waiver, (llrel tI,e DD Divisiem PClrlller.fJI.;pS in Community Living (PICL) Programs. 

1 ('1m tin atimini,ytrath'e assistant with Easier Seals Hawli;;, Ewa ADH Progl'{lnl.. T W(IS sad to I,ea,. 
whe" till! State of Hllwaii implemented budget fe(lud;("",'i that took effect on Februllry 1, 2009. Some 
JJarticipaltts IOtlkecil1'f1 ,fat! at the end oftlte dllY tm Thur,~day. February Sf' when they .vaid ~'see YOli 
tomiJ"(}W" and in tllTn 1 wOlild "'lly, Ill) "1'11.fet! you ()It Mondayl" So many participants looked 
forward tl' (.'(m,ilrK to program MondaY,f-FrltltlJls. It feels so different tl' $f!1.! "hollt only 1131iftlle 
participants who attellded pl'(Jgram on Friday.fJ. I mi. .. ,,, the other 21J of our pariidpalll,f wlto etm'l ('ome 
illlf! to the budget reduction. WI,at are tile]' doing Oil Frit/a)lj' nt/w? 1.\' ,fomeone /,om.e to he will' them? 
{f,y(), IlOw mll(:/, of a /,ardtthip it l{" lin '''mle parents; gllardialls antVot' caregivers to give lip work for 1 
day/week. It ai, .. o It(ls afj'eeteel my ('(/wflTken, who also Itad hout's cut 1 dClylweek due to less fJ'lfticipUllty 
ctJmil,c to program. Just (is we !t.1rive t(, pr(lVide excellent services and Ilelp many ill Iteell, bUt/get\' tire 
cut tmrl/lave call sed tu.rnuliljot' parlicipant~tfll1llilie"'i; Guardialt1f, cal'egiver~', (Inti staff. We Itt!t!dJi/.llll~ 
to ludp keel' U,!; going inste(uJ of Jail behind dlle to lack ofmc)tJey. E,'eryolle iv doi"lJ tlleir be~·t to come 
IqJ with the he,\11t'olutions llUt how long ..,1/lllml IllSI wit/mat fund$? I Also. who will tllke care of those 
who call't take care. of 01' speilk fllr t/zem.ve/ves?! T beg you to please clIn.\·ider tile emergency 
appropl'iati011. 

lfthe emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possihle, the $latc will be putting at risk the 
thousands ofiamilies that ure or wel'e served each tnrlTllh in Ihese very valuable programs. Th".11k. you for 
the 0ppoltunity to present testimony in Strong Support of" SO 1679. I can be rcached at (808) 927·9025 
(cellular) for any nllther questions. 

Sincerely. 

~.A taaU4'/. 
Lcann S. Uehira 
Fairway VilIa.ge a.t Waikelc 
94·824 Lumiauau Street, Y10l 
Waipahu. HI 96797 

T 
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Friday, February 27, 2009 

TIle Hononlble Donna Mercado Kim nnd Senator Shan S. Tsutsui 
Shue of Ilawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Ways & Means 
Twenty-Fifth Lcghdalure 
St.u.tt: Cupitol 
415 S, Bcretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 968 I 3 

Sullject: SH 1679- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND nUDGEr RESERVE 
.FUND 

Hearing; Monday, Mar'eh 2, 2009, 9:30am, Conference Room 211 

Dear Senators Mercado and Tsutsui & Members of the Committee on Ways & Means: 

1 am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF sa 1679. This bill makes an emergency 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State ofHawi.~ii to maintain the levels 
of programs dclermined to he essential to education, public health, and welfare. Specifically I am 
stlpporting appropriations to rest.ote lost funding for the Depal'tllletlt of Hcaltl, Re:.;pite, DD 
Divifion DDIMR Waiver, and tilt! DD Divisiofl. p(lftlier~lhips in ClmlmUlIUy L;v;"K (PICL) 
PI'ogl'lima. 

I have been atl employee of Easter Seals Hawai'i for nearly 10 years and have had the 
opportunity to work with 50+ adults with Developmental Disabilities. I sec how important and 
meaningful these services are for the people we serve and because of these services, people do 
not need to stay home and al'e able to have. and lead. rcallives. People are able to get jobs, be 
active members of their communities, and make lasting and real friendships. 

Since the State's reccnt budget reduction 1 huve seen many changes to participant.'s services. 
Some have shown an increase in needs for supports while others are more withdrawn fi'om 
offered activities and are stmggIillg with the reduction in service days or hoUl'S. Other people at 
our program arc concerned because they are missing out on mueh needed social skills 
opportunit.ies thai support them to build real and meaningful relationships with others. 

I also havc family members with disabilities who benet It form services. T knl)W how vitil.l services 
through the DD/MR Waiver are. I urge you to please pass SB 16791 

Ifthe emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as pOSSible, the state will be putting at risk 
the thous~mds of families that are or were sClVcd each month in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you for the oPPoltunity to present testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679. I can be 
r'eached at (808) 681-0747, for tilly further questions. 

Sincerely. 

S:)"Hi~q. ~~ 
Sonya J. Kclii 
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ft'r'iday, February 27.2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Senator Shan S. Tsutsui 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Ways & Means 
Twenty-FiUh Lcgi!)laLure 
Slate Capitol 
415 S. Bcrctania Street 
Honolulu. Hawai i 96813 

Subject: sa 1679- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY ANn BUDGET RESERVE 
FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30am. Conference Room 211 

Dear Senators Mercado and Tsutsui & Members of {he Committee on Ways & Means: 

I am submitt.ing t.cstimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SlJ 1679. This bill makes an emergency 
appropriation from the emergency und budget fund of the State of HawaH to maintain the levels 
of programs dctcnnined to be essential to education. public he-11th. and welfare. Specitlca.lIy Tam 
supporting appropriations to restore lost: funding for the Deparimelli of ITealil, Respite, DD 
DivivilJH DDIMR Waive,., IlIttl t',e DD Dhlisifl1l P(l.rt"'!Fsllips ;11 Commll.Rity Living (PICL) 
Programs. 

I ~tD1 ~m employee with Raqter Seals Hawaii, Ewa ADI I Program and an advocate of participants 
with disabilities. The services provided through our program for these participants have been cut 
to appoint thuL it aftects their daily living and goals. These individuals depend on our program Lo 
receive opportunities that allow them to be active members in their community from Educational 
Programs. associating with leaders and businesses_ 

Reing recogni~ed for their achievements give them a sense of independence and self-wOIth. By 
cutting from their days and hauI·s. it becomes difficult for them to be able to accomplish all of 
their choices. We also had to cut accordingly tu meet budgets; a drastic situation tor a 101 or our 
participants. 

I'lcase put yourselves in their situations if not at present, future, or even another tamily member 
and make the right decision to provide fot what is needed for us to do what is right tor tho!";e who 
need us to speak lor them. 

Ifthe emergency appropriation is not approved as sOon as possible, the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands ot'fil.lnilies that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to presenttestimollY in Strong Support of SB 1679. I CHl1 be 
reached at (808) 681-0747. Ii)T any further questions. 
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Friday, .February 27,2009 

TIle Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Senator Shan S. Tsutsui 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings·- Senate Committee on Ways & Means 
Twenty-Fii'th Legislature 
Sl.tlc Capitol 
1\ 15 S. Beretania Slrcct 
Honolulu, Hawaii 968 1 3 

Subject: SB 1679- RELA'rINGTOTIIE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE 
FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2,2009, 9:30am, Conference Room 211 

Dear Senators Mercado and Tsutsui & Members of the Committee on Ways & Means: 

1 am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679. This bill makes an emergency 
appropriation fr'om the emergcncy and budget fund ofthe State of I lawaii to maintain the levels 
ofprogrums detenllined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. Specifically I am 
suppOiting appropriations to restore lost funding fot the Deptlrtment (lfHelllth Re.'lipite, DD 
Divisi(}n .DDIMR Waiver; alrd the DD DivisiON Pal'mersl,ips in CQmmtm;fy LivlnJ.: (PICL) 
ProgrllRl.t;. 

r am a pctson with ~~ disability that has been able to access support because r I'eceivc $crvicc~ 
offered in the DD/MR Waiver. With the support ofthcse services I am ahle to P<irt,lcipate in 
meaningtul activities that allow 11'le LO have a lifejusllike every other person. l'A,'\t.e1' Seals 
Hawai'i is good. You can team. I team the computer. I learn job skills. 1 paint the '"No dumpi11g 
in the drain" warnings on the sidewalk, 1 do hula at different places. e.g. Leeward Nursing I lome. 
My life has mea.ning and without services my health and safety would be at risk. 

[fthe: emergency apptoprhllion is 110l approved <IS soon as possible. the state will be puttin~ at risk 
the thousands of families that are or were served each 1110nth in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679. I can be 
reached a1 (808)681-0747, for any further questiuns, 

\ 

Sffic.TC'Y'DC5\ V \~ feC\ We 
David Ke<lwe 
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Friday, Fehruary 27,2009 

The Honorable Dnnnn Mercado Kim and Senator Shan S. Tlmtc:ui 
State of Hawaii. Joint Hearings··. Senate Committee on Ways & Means 
Twenty-Fifth I.egislaturc 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretallia Street 
Ilonolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Page:3/5 

Subject: SB 1679- RELATING TO TI-IE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE 
FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30am, Conference Room 211 

nea.r Sena.tors Mercado and 'i'Sl.ltsui & Members oftbe Committee em Ways &. Means: 

I am subtnitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 167.9, This bill makes an emergency 
"ppropriation from the emergency and budget fund ofthe State ofHawuii to maintain the levels 
of programs determined to be cssential to education. public health) and welfare. Specifically I am 
supporting a.ppropriations to restore lost funding for the Departmellt of lIealtll Respite, DD 
Divit.iOlI DD/M'R WaiveI', alltl tile DD Dil1b';on ParllleTships in Cmnmunity Living (PICL) 
Prog1'(uns. 

1 am a person with a disa.bilIty that has been able to access support because I receive services 
offet'ed in the I)I)/MR Waivcr. With the support oflhcsc services 1 am abJe to participate in 
meaningful activities that allow me to have a life j us. like every other person, 1 like to get to 
make friends a.nd go places. Without these supports, there will be madness for me jf} dOIl't go to 
pmgram. My health and safety would be at risk. 

Iflhe emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting a.t risk 
the thousands offamilies that arc or were served each month in thcse very valu~tb(e programs. 
T1l<111k you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679. T can be 
reached at (808)681-0747, lor any furthet qIlCS1iOM. 
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Friday, February 27, 2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Senat.or Shan S. Tsutsui 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings·~ Senate Committee on Ways & Means 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
II 15 S. Berciania Strcct 
Honolulu, Hawaii 968 J 3 

Subject: SB 1679- RBLATING TO TI IE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESER Vii 
FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2,2009, 9:30am, Conference Room 211 

Dear Sertutors Mercado and Tsutsui & Members of the Committ.cc on Ways & Means: 

1 am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679, This bi1J makes. an elnergency 
appropriation fi'om the emergency and budget fund of •. he State O[H~WHii to maintain the levels 
of programs detetmined io be essential to education, public health, and welfure. Specifically T am 
suppurting appmpriations to restore lost funding tor the .Department of Health Rellpite, DD 
Diyision DDI.MR Waiver, lind tlte DD Dil';S;IJll Part"eT.';hip.~ in Community Liy;ng (PICL) 
l~Qgr(lnlS. 

T am a ]1¢tl:)Oll with a di:;ability tJUlt has been able to access support because I receive services 
uffered in the DD/MR WaiVel'. With the SUppOit of these services I am able to participate in 
meaningful activities that allow me to havc a nfc just like cvery other person. I like coming to 
Easter Scals Hawai'i. I leam money, games, go out, holo hol(), check my calendar, check folders, 
and do my Qwn scheduling, .I am ha.ppy over here, WitJlOut services, my health and safety would 
be at risk. 

Tfthc emergency appropriittiull is nol ttpproved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands of families that are 01' were served each month in these vel}' valuable programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support ofSB 1679. I can be 
reached at (808)681-0747. for any furlher questiuns. 

Sincerely, t1 .11 j l . 

~f~~T 
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Friday, February 27. 2009 

The Honomble Donna Mercado Kim and Senator Shan S. Tsutsui 
Stute of Hawtui, Joint Hearings - Senate COlllmittee ("In Ways & Means 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Rcrclunia Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET 'RESERVE 
FUND 

Hearing: MOI'lday. March 2, 2009. 9:30am. Conference Room 211 

Deu}" Senator!>. Mercado and Tsu1.sui & Members of the Committee on Ways & Mc~.ns; 

I am subnlitting testimony in STRONG SUl:fpORT OF SB 16'79. This bill makes an emergency 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the level.s 
of programs ucLcmlined to be essential to educatiotl. public health, .. \11d welfare. Specifically I am 
SupPolting apprt)priat.ions to restore 10:.>( funding fo,' the lJeptlrlment of lIetlltll Re.\pite, /)0 
Division DDIMR Waiver~ and the DD Divisicm PartlU!l'.flillp!)· in Community Livillg (P1CL) 
,P/'ogl'tuns. 

I am a person with a disability that has been able to access support because I receive services 
offered in the DD/MR W,iiver. With the support of these services I am able to participate in 
meaningful activities that allow me to have a life just like evel'Y o~hel· person. I like guing Lo 
program. I like learning hula and evel-ything. J like leat'ning and h~lving choices. Without scrvices, 
my health and safety would be at risk. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state: will be putting at risk 
the thousands of families lhal are or were served cnchmonth in these very valuable prob'nmls. 
Thank you for the opportunity to prcsortt testimony in Strong Support ofSB 1679. I call be 
reached at (808)681-0747. for any further qucRtions. 

Sincerely, 

ROblYl W~5ne r-
Robin Wagnel' 
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February 27, 2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim 
State of Hawaii - Senate Committee on Ways and Means 
Hawaii State Capitol 
415 South Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

Subject! SB 1679- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE FUND 

Heartng: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30 a.m. (Senate Ways and Means Committee), 
Conference Room 211 

Dear Senator Mercado Kim & Members of the Senate Ways and Means Committee: 

I feel sad because I like Kalima 0 Maui Waiver program and my hours are cut now. 
I want to stay until 5:00 p.m. every day but now I can't. Please help me. 

Thank you, 

Javson Harris 

PAGE 04 
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February 27. 2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim 
State of Hawaii ~ Senate Committee on Ways and Means 
Hawaii State CJV)itoJ 
415 South Beretania Street 
Honolulu, III 96813 

SUbject: SB 1679 - RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET 
RESERVE FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30 a.m. (Senate Ways And Means 
Committee), Conference Room 21 ] 

Dear Senator Mercado IGoo & Members oftbe Senate Ways and Means Committee: 

I am upset about the time I cannot be at Kalima 0 Maui. I do not want this to last a long 
time. I will miss all my friends. 

PAGE 02 

1 work for Ka Lima 0 Mani three days a week. I attend waiver program after work and 
two days a week, this time is very important to me. It's comfortable here at program and 
we make a lot of stuff. We have fun with Dana. We weave and make pillows and shirts. I 
go everywhere. I go beach, I fly kites at parks, and I go to recycle. I don't want to miss 
that. 
I don't want to cut my hours. I want to stay at program for as long as I can. It is very hard 
for me and I cannot stand it. So please do not cut my hours again. I feel mad and angry. 
It's not right. Thank: you for listening. 

Eugene Perreira 
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February 27, 2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim 
State of Hawaii - Senate Committee on Ways and Means 
Hawaii State Capitol 
415 South Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

Subject: SB 1679- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30 a.m. (Senate Ways and Means Committee), 
Conference Room 211 

Dear Senator Mercado Kim & Members of the Senate Ways and Means Commfttee: 

PAGE 1213 

I wish my hours was 7:30 am to 4 pm all the time. It makes me feel sad and mad when 
the hours is cut. Can you leave my schedule 7:30am - 4pm? 

Mahalo and Aloha, 
Brandon Decambra 

BlZ-AtJDD)J 

D e ( 1\ m [5J<vck 
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February 27, 2009 

TO: Senator Donna Mercado Kim, Chair; 
Senator Shan S. Tsutsui, Vice Chair; 
and Members of the Committee on Ways and Means 

HEARING: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30 a.m., Room 211 

RE: Support of S6 1679. SD1 
Relating to the Emergency and Budget Reserve Fund 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT of S.B. 1679, SD1. This bill makes an 
appropriation from the emer~Jency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. Specifically, I 
am supporting appropriatioms to restore the lost funding for the Department of Health's Respite, 
Developmental Disabilities Medicaid Waiver, and the Partnerships in Community Living 
Programs. 

iiRoN G~)' 

fV~P<: ~A"'D r d)~ 
~FmM-ftJT 

~'Q~' It\~ 

ff' 1t\t" ~i:" v~_ ~ I.fNr- ,r 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible. the state will be putting at 
risk the thousands of families and individuals with developmental disabilities that are served 
each day in these essential programs. Thank you for your consideration and the opportunity to 
present testimony. 

Sincerely, I ~ ... /\ 
----tft);t~ 

Name: lS if It ~1WtQ~) ~ ... 'MiND ~ 
Address: ?'..37~' tJ:HJA!~l~r:' ~I-l Llt±i~ ~vJA-ll q(;)G k 
Phone No.: ( Q O~) ··~4<;;~'-)" (RQ 

[4]002 
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February 27, 2009 

TO: Senator Donna Mercado Kim, Chair; 
Senator Shan S. Tsutsui, Vice Chair; 
and Members of the Committee on Ways and Means 

HEARING: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30 B.m., Room 211 

RE: Support of S8 1679, SD1 
Relating to the Emergency and Budget Reserve Fund 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT of S.B. 1679, SD1. This bill makes an 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs determined to bC3 essential to education, public health, and welfare. Specffically. I 
am supporting appropriations to restore the lost funding for the Department of Health's Respite, 
Developmental Disabilities Medicaid Waiver, and the Partnerships in Community Living 
Programs. 

r ~~ LUt4M ~\S· b't l \ ~ -:pa. Ss. ---rhe c..l\~.s. 

141 003 

r.e.eJ. ~LL-\:- e){:\-r~ o....~O'('\ ~CL-\- -\-kJJ\ ~'v~ 
~ u..~ ~ t""-e.c..\.tLV\~ ~ - c:) __ , 1 , 

on \b -\-0 ~ ~ ~ 0" ~ ~~e.. r-el'l\~ 
or- dl...lO.rd.t' ri!,." ~ a.r..J +k;r ~ 
It\OLCD ~O ~ C-ou.n-\- 01'\ u":) CUt\.d. ~O~ ~ 
l\-,,\~ CU'\.1 kl.d I~ r ~'I\VJ... -m VY\~k 0-o \f> ,_ \'\.JU__ \ o'\tecl one~ .. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at 
risk the thousands of families and individuals with developmental disabilities that are served 
each day in these essential programs. Thank you for your consideration and the opportunity to 
present testimony. 
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February 27.2009 

TO: Senator Donna Mercado Kim, Chair; 
Senator Shan S. Tsutsui, Vice Chair; 
and Members of the Committee on Ways and Means 

HEARING: Monday, March 2f 2009f 9:30 a.m., Room 211 

RE: Support of S8 1679, SD1 
Relating to thE~ Emergency and Budget Reserve Fund 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT of S.B. 1679. SD1. This bill makes an 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. Specifically, I 
am supporting appropriations to restore the lost funding for the Department of Health's Respite, 
Developmental Disabilities Medicaid Waiver, and the Partnerships in Community Living 
Programs. 

, 

141004 

5fJLJ- K,~'i" ~ b vI,. ~1 I .i I'h'( Cit tAt I- J/h. d.. £..'"5 1"\.. ..... I. 
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If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as pOSSible, the state will be putting at 
risk the thousands of families and individuals with developmental disabilities that are served 
each day in these essential programs. Thank you for your consideration and the opportunity to 
present testimony. 

Sincerely. 

~:::~s-=---:~n~--~ -. "J61't-"-~--':-'1~~~~S-"" ----;-~ft~-' a:-f-; -'1+r"'i"""":'.:t.-'7~"""':'""'~"1~4:--G------
Ph N --~(~6o-8~)~,I~S~~-_~~~(~'~f--~--------~--------one 0,: ____ '-______ -:...... ________ ~-_____ _ 
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February 27, 2009 

TO: Senator Donna Mercado Kim, Chair 
Senator Shan S. Tsutsui J Vice Chair 

808 821 6949 

And Members of the Committee on Ways and Means 

HEARING: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30 a.m., Room 211 

RE: Support of SB 1679, SD1 
Relating to the Emergency and Budget Reserve Fund 

P. 01 

, am submitting in STRONG SUPPORT of S.B. 1679, 8D1. This bill makes an appropriation 
from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels of programs 
determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. Specifically, I am 
supporting appropriations to restore the lost funding for the Department of Health's Respite, 
Developmental Disabilities Medicaid Waiver, and the Partnership in Community Living 
Programs. 

As a program aide at the Arc of Kaua'i Kapa'a Center I feel it is absolutely essential that this 
day program be fully supported. Adults with developmental disabilities who are supported with 
programs such as our day program are able to maintain a high level of health, wellness and 
functionality. It would be tragic for clients, families, staff and the community to restrict or deny 
any of these important services. 

In my opinion to do so would create even more need in the community. I am very strongly in 
support of this Bill because it would impact so many in so many ways. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at 
risk the thousands of families and individuals with developmental disabilities that are served 
each day in these essential programs. Thank you for your consideration and the opportunity to 
present testimony. 

Sincerely, 

Name: Carol Volker 
Address: 6391 Waipouli Road. Kapa'a HI 96746 
Phone No.: (808) 822-9180 



FEB-27-2009 FRI 03:47 PM ARC-OF-KAUAI 

February 27, 2009 

TO: Senator Donna Mercado Kim, Chair 
Senator Shan S. Tsutsui, Vice Chair 

808 821 6949 

And Members of the Committee on Ways and Means 

HEARING: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30 a.m., Room 211 

RE: Support of SB 1679, SD1 
Relating to the Emergency and Budget Reserve Fund 

P, 02 

I am submitting in STRONG SUPPORT of S.B. 1679, SD1. This bill makes an appropriation 
from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels of programs 
determined to be essential to education, public health. and welfare. Specifically, I am 
supporting appropriations to restore the lost funding for the Department of Health's Respite. 
Developmental Disabilities Medicaid Waiver, and the Partnership in Community Living 
Programs. 

I do not want to see our clients lose the opportunity of coming to the Adult Day Health program 
in Kapa'a because their budgets have been reduced. Also our clients may not see their friends, 
they may not have the opportunity to learn simple daily living skills, simple educational skills, 
and also learn to properly interact with others. If they lose these skills they may not be able to 
function properly interact or we will see lots of behaviors from this and instead of being more 
independent they will become more dependent and this may put a strain on the families or 
care providers. These are the reasons why I strongly support S.B. 1679, SD. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible. the state will be putting at 
risk the thousands of families and individuals with developmental disabilities that are served 
each day in these essential programs. Thank you for your consideration and the opportunity to 
present testimony. 

Sincerely, 

Name: Marrv Sunada 
Address: 2080 Manawailea Street. Apt. 207. bihue HI 96766 
Phone No.: (808) 651-1455 . 
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February 27, 2009 

TO: Senator Donna Mercado Kim, Chair 
Senator Shan S. TsutsUi, Vice Chair 

808 821 6949 

And Members of the Committee on Ways and Means 

HEARING: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30 a.m., Room 211 

RE: Support of S8 1679, SD1 
Relating to the Emergency and Budget Reserve Fund 

P. 01 

I am submitting in STRONG SUPPORT of S.B. 1679,801. This bill makes an appropriation 
from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels of programs 
determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. Specifically, I am 
supporting appropriations to restore the lost funding for the Department of Health's Respite, 
Developmental Disabilities Medicaid Waiver, and the Partnership in Community Living 
Programs. 

I have been working with people with Developmental Disabilities for over thirty years and have 
seen great changes that has afforded them the basic rights that we all have. These past few 
months, as budget reductions were implemented, it appears that we have taken a step 
backward and are doing a disservice to this population. 

I have received numerous phone calls from families that have tried their best to keep their 
families together. One of the calls came from a sister who recently took her sister into her own 
home when their mother suddenly passed away during the holidays. They are aI/ adjusting to 
this new situation and now are faced with another dilemma ... budget cuts. This adult receives 
Medicaid Waiver services to attend Adult Day Health program daily and now they are being 
told that services must be reduced. This family wants to keep their sister with them but is 
having difficulty make things work. Because they are working and must continue to work to 
support themselves and now their sister they don't know where to turn if she cannot attend a 
day program on a daily basis. 

Another frantic call came from a single mother who is working. He son utilizes services so she 
can work. They have no family here on Kauai that can help them and they are frantic. She 
must continue to work and her son is not able to stay by himself as he is not aware of dangers 
around him. 

An elderly mother called to say that her son must have a program to go to daily. He wants to 
go to an Adult Day Health program to learn new things and be with his friends and this budget 
reduction will not allow him to do this. This mother reports that her son is angry and does not 
understand why he cannot do this and it is difficult for her. 

I have also been invoked in the Partnership in Community Living program that has assisted 
consumers and their families. As this contract was at first reduced then terminated, families 
were in a quandary. The assistance they received from this Plel program helped keep their 
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family members healthy and safe. Some medical needs are being met an Oahu and extra 
assistance is needed to transport them there, a computer is needed to assist with 
communication, medication for someone who does not qualify for Medicaid services are 
needed, dantal care must be up kept and families don't know how to obtain these services 
without funding. 

Many other calls have been received and I don't know what to tell them. Everyone has been 
looking for other resoUrces to help them but in these economic times there are none. They 
want to keep their families intact, healthy, and safe but don't know how to do this. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at 
risk the thousands of families and individuals with developmental disabilities that are selVed 
each day in these essential programs. Thank you for your consideration and the opportunity to 
present testimony. 

Sincerely, 

Name: Merle Takashima 
Address: 3201 Akahi Street, Lihue, HI 96766 
Phone No.: 808-821-6944 
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February 27. 2009 

TO: Senator Donna Mercado Kim. Chair 
Senator Shan S. Tsutsui, Vice Chair 

808 821 6949 

And Members of the Committee on Ways and Means 

HEARING: Monday, March 2. 2009. 9:30 a.m., Room 211 

RE: Support of S8 1679. SD1 
Relating to the EmerQency and Budget Reserve Fund 

p, 01 
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I am submitting in STRONG SUPPORT of S.8. 1679, SD1. This bill makes an appropriation 
from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels of programs 

. determined ,to be essential to education, public health. and welfare. Specifically, I am 
supporting appropriations to restore the lost funding for the Department of Health's Respite, 
Developmental Disabilities Medicaid Waiver, and the Partnership in Community Living 
Programs. 

I live with my Mother who must work to support us. My sister also helps to take care of me. I 
attend Adult Day Health program and have PA Services while my Mother works. 

I cannot be le'ft alone because I cannot take care of myself, In order for my Mother to work to 
support us I must have services to take care of me while she is working. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at 
risk the thousands of families and individuals with developmental disabilities that are served 
each day in these essential programs. Thank you for your consideration and the opportunity to 
present testimony. 

Sincerely, 

'"J -c.. r ('I C G\ r i f)·L '0 

Name: ____ ~J~er~~~C==ar~in~e~o~ __________________ ------________________ __ 
Address: _...:3:::2;.:::.O~1 .:..:A~ka::;.:.h~i .:S~tr.:::.;ee=t~! L=ihL.!.:·u::.::e:......:H-:.:·1...:9~6~7.:::.;66=-_____________ _ 
Phone No.: ......lL~8~08:::.)..;8~21-'--6=9::.....!4....!..4 ______ ---,-___________ _ 
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February 27.2009 

TO: Senator Donna Mercado Kim, Chair 
Senator Shan S. Tsutsui. Vice Chair 

808 821 6848 

And Members of the Committee on Ways and Means 

HEARING: MondaYj March 2.2009. 9:30 a.m., Room 211 

RE: Support of sa 1679. SD1 
Relating to the Emergency and Budget Reserve Fund 

P, U2 

I am submitting in STRONG SUPPORT of S.B. 1679, 301. This bill makes an appropriation 
from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels of programs 
determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. Specifically. I am 
supporting appropriations tp restore the lost funding for the Department of Health's Respite. 
Developmental Disabilities Medicaid Waiver. and the Partnership in Community Living 
Programs. 

I am an adult with developmental disabilities who does not qualify for Medicaid. The 
partnership in community Living program has helped me by paying for some of my medical 
care. They have helped by paying for travel for myself and my mother when I had to go to 
Oahu to see medical specialists. They have also helped with my dental expenses as well as 
care of my glaucoma. 

With the assistance from the Partnership in Community Living program I have been able to 
maintain my health because I would not have been able to afford this expense. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible. the state will be putting at 
risk the thousands of families and individuals with developmental disabilities that are served 
each day in these essential programs. Thank you for your consideration and the opportunity to 
present testimony. 

Name: Robert Stuart 
Address: 3201 Akahi street. Lihue, HI 96766 
Phone No,: _808-821-6944 
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February 27, 2009 

TO: Senator Donna Mercado Kim, Chair 
Senator Shan S. Tsutsui, Vice Chair 

808 821 6949 

And Members of the Committee on Ways and Means 

HEARING: Monday, March 2. 2009, 9:30 a.m., Room 211 

RE: Support of SB 1679, SD1 
Relating to the Emergency and Budget Res~rve Fund 

p, 01 

I am submitting in STRONG SUPPORT of S.B. 1679, SD1. This bill makes an appropriation 
from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels of programs 
determined to be essential to education, public health. and welfare. Specifically. I am 
supporting appropriations to restore the lost funding for the Department of Health's Respite. 
Developmental Disabilities Medicaid Waiver, and the Partnership in Community Living 
Programs. 

I am a 58 year old adult with developmental disabilities who lives with my Mom who is getting 
old. Because of her physical health, my sisters have been helping us so ,I can continue to live 
with her. 

With the decrease in Medicaid Waiver services. it will be harder for my Mother to keep me at 
home if I cannot attend my Adult Day Health program daily. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at 
risk the thousands of families and individuals with developmental disabilities that are served 
each day in these essential programs. Thank you for your consideration and the opportunity to 
present testimony. 

Sincerely, 

1c~Yf~ 
Name: Jay Padre 
Address: 5979 Puka Street. Kapa'a HI 96746 
Phone No.: (808) 822-4518 
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February 27, 2009 

TO: Senator Donna Mercado Kim, Chair 
Senator Shan S. Tsutsui, Vice Chair 

808 821 6949 

And Members of the Committee on Ways and Means 

HEARING: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30 a.m., Room 211 

RE: Support of SB 1679. SD1 
Relating to the Emergency and Budget Reserve Fund 

P, 02 

I am submitting in STRONG SUPPORT of S.B. 1679, S01. This bill makes an appropriation 
from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels of programs 
determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. Specifically, I am 
supporting appropriations to restore the lost funding for the Department of Health's Respite, 
Developmental Disabilities Medicaid Waiver, and the Partnership in Community Living 
Programs. 

My Mother who took care of me passed away at Christmas and my sister was good enough to 
have me move into her house with her family so she can take care of me. 

We are having a hard time, missing our Mom and trying to adjust to this new situation. When 
the Medicaid Waiver Services were cut we worry about what will happen because my sister 
needs to work and I cannot stay alone. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible. the state will be putting at 
risk the thousands of families and individuals with developmental disabilities that are served 
each day in these essential programs. Thank you for your consideration and the opportunity to 
present testimony. 

Sincerely, 

Name: ____ ~s~te~p~~~·n~~~e~~~e~rm~O~yL~ _________________________________ --__ __ 
Address: _...!3~5:...!..7.:::.3-=L:.t!.lilii.:::ko:::.:i..J.P...l:la:::.::c::=e~, .:::.:La~w~a::....!'i~H...!.II...::9~6~76:::.:5=---__________________ _ 
Phone No.: --,(~8~08::::")1..::3~3~2....!M7....:::!4:..L78~ ___________________ _ 
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February 27, 2009 

TO: Senator Donna Mercado Kim, Chair 
Senator Shan S. Tsutsui, Vice Chair 

808 821 8949 

And Members of the Committee on Ways and Means 

HEARING: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30 a.m., Room 211 

RE: Support of SB 1679, SD1 
Relating to the Emergency and Budget Reserve Fund 

P. 03 

I am submitting in STRONG SUPPORT of S.B. 1679, SD1. This bill makes an appropriation 
from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels of programs 
determined to be essential to education, public health. and welfare. Specifically, 1 am 
supporting appropriations to restore the lost funding for the Department of Health's Respite, 
Developmental Disabilities Medicaid Waiver, and the Partnership in Community Living 
Programs. 

I am an adult with developmental disabilities that use DD Medicaid Waiver funds to attend a 
Adult Day Health Program and have PA Services. I live with my Mother who works to support 
us. 

I want to continue to live with my Mother but don't know what will happen if funds are not 
restored because she needs to continue working and I cannot take care of myself. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at 
risk the thousands of families and individuals with developmental disabilities that are served 
each day in these essential programs. Thank you for your consideration and the opportunity to 
present testimony. 

Sincerely, 
1~ ~ til e cA, II (jlr'bcJt fOt-f 

Name: Kahea Lindburg 
Address: 12068, Kamalu Road, Kapa'a HI 96746 
Phone No.: (808) 821-6944 
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February 27. 2009 

TO: Senator Donna Mercado Kim, Chair 
Senator Shan S. Tsutsui, Vice Chair 

808 821 6949 

And Members of the Committee on Ways and Means 

HEARING: Monday, March 2. 2009. 9:30 a.m., Room 211 

RE: Support of S8 1679, SD1 
Relating to the EmerQency and Budget Reserve Fund 

P. 01/04 

I am submitting in STRONG SUPPORT of S.B. 1679, SD1. This bill makes an appropriation 
from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels of programs 
determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. Specifically. I am 
supporting appropriations to restore the lost funding for the Department of Health's Respite, 
Developmental Disabilities Medicaid Waiver. and the Partnership in Community Living 
Programs. 

I live with my Mother who must work to support us. My sister also helps to take care o'f me. I 
attend Adult Day Health program and have PA Services while my Mother works. 

I cannot be left alone because I cannot take care of myself. In order for my Mother to work to 
support us I must have services to take care of me while she is working. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at 
risk the thousands of families and individuals with developmental disabilities that are served 
each day in these essential programs. Thank you for your consideration and the opportunity to 
present testimony. 

Sincerely, 

J ~rr"l c.. G\ ri f)·loO 

Name: Jerry Carineo 
Address: 32Q1 Akahi Street] Lihue HI 96766 
Phone No.: _(8081 821"6944 
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February 27, 2009 

TO: Senator Donna Mercado Kim, Chair 
Senator Shan S. Tsutsui, Vice Chair 

808 821 6949 

And Members of the Committee on Ways and Means 

HEARING: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30 a.m., Room 211 

RE: Support of 58 1679, SD1 
Relating to the Emergency and Budget Reserve Fund 

P. 02/04 

I am submitting in STRONG SUPPORT of S.B. 1679, 5D1. This bill makes an appropriation 
from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels of programs 
determined to be essential to education. public health, and welfare. Specifically, I am 
supporting appropriations to restore the lost funding for the Department of Health's Respite, 
Developmental Disabilities Medicaid Waiver, and the Partnership in Community Living 
Programs. 

I am an adult with developmental disabilities who does not qualify for Medicaid. The 
partnership in community Living program has helped me by paying for some of my medical 
care. They have helped by paying for travel for myself and my mother when I had to go to 
Oahu to see medical specialists. They have also helped with my dental expenses as well as 
care of my glaucoma. 

With the assistance from the Partnership in Community Living program I have been able to 
maintain my health because I would not have been able to afford this expense. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at 
risk the thousands of families and individuals with developmental disabilities that are served 
each day in these essential programs. Thank you for your consideration and the opportunity to 
present testimony. 

Name: Robert Stuart 
Address: 3201 Akahi Street. Lihue. HI 96766 
Phone No.: 808~821 ~6944 
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February 27, 2009 

TO: Senator Donna Mercado Kim, Chair 
Senator Shan S. Tsutsui, Vice Chair 

808 821 6949 

And Members of the Committee on Ways and Means 

HEARING: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30 a.m., Room 211 

RE: Support of 88 1679, SD1 
Relating to the Emergency and Budget Reserve Fund 

P, 03/04 

I am submitting in STRONG SUPPORT of S.B. 1679,801. This bill makes an appropriation 
from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels of programs 
determined to be essential to education. public health, and welfare. Specifically, I am 
supporting appropriations to restore the lost funding for the Department of Health's Respite, 
Developmental Disabilities Medicaid Waiver, and the Partnership in Community Living 
Programs. 

I am an adult with Cerebral Palsy and the Partnership in Community Living program helped by 
buying a computer for me to help me with my communication because people have a hard 
time understanding me. This was 8 years ago and this year my computer broke and I really 
can use another one so I can tell people how I feel and what I need but I cannot afford a new 
computer. 

If the emergency appropriation is not ~pproved as soon as pOSSible, the state will be putting at 
risk the thousands of families and individuals with developmental disabilities that are served 
each day in these essential programs. Thank you for your consideration and the opportunity to 
present testimony. 

Sincerely, 

_O~k ~r;r--. 
Name: Dale Shimamoto 
Address: P.O. Box 510012. Kealia HI 96751 
Phone No.: (808) 822-4092 
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February 27, 2009 

TO: Senator Donna Mercado Kim, Chair 
Senator Shan S. Tsutsui, Vice Chair 

808 821 6949 

And Members of the Committee on Ways and Means 

HEARING: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30 a.m., Room 211 

RE: Support of S8 1679, SD1 
Relating ,to the Emergency and Budget Reserve Fund 

P. 04/04 

I am submitting in STRONG SUPPORT of S.B. 1679, SQ1. This bill makes an appropriation 
from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels of programs 
determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. Specifically, I am 
supporting appropriations to restore the lost funding for the Department of Health's Respite, 
Developmental Disabilities Medicaid Waiver, and the Partnership in Community Living 
Programs. 

I have been working with the developmentally disabled community for over 7 years in several 
capacities, the last 5 years as a Director for the Partnership in Community Living program. 
The program has serviced hundreds of Individuals with developmental disabilities with a 
myriad of services and needs. I believe that the most telling requests were for dental work. 

Medicaid did not provide for those requiring dental services except in the case of extractions. 
The developmentally disabled community was fast becoming edentulous. The Partnership in 
Community Living program serviced those dental requests. The process was slow at first, 
trying to convince the community that there was a better alternative then being toothless but, it 
grew and grew into a service that truly met the needs of those individuals with developmental 
disabilities. 

My only regret is that the developmentally disabled community, without this program, will 
regress to a point where there again will be no choice but extraction. That, in and of itself, 
would be a crime against a population that looks to others for ~uidance. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at 
risk the thousands of families and individuals with developmental disabilities that are served 
each day in these essential programs. Thank you for your consideration and the opportunity to 
present testimony. 

Sincerely, /) 
h ~ ~.:r'h IJ z- a:;;:.:"~ -/- '/ ~,;l--A--. 't'fl~ 

Name: Edwin F. Nilson. Jr. 
Address: P.O. Box 1114, Kapa'a, HI 96746 
Phone No.: (808) 652-8213 
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February 27, 2009 

TO: Senator Donna Mercado Kim, Chair 
Senator Shan S. Tsutsui, Vice Chair 

BOB B21 6949 

And Members of the Committee on Ways and Means 

HEARING: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30 a.m., Room 211 

RE: Support of SB 1679, SD1 
Relating to the Emergency and Budget Reserve Fund 

P, 01/03 

FEB 2 7 2009 

I am submitting in STRONG SUPPORT of S.B. 1679, SD1. This bill makes an appropriation 
from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels of programs 
determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. Specifically, I am 
supporting appropriations to restore the lost funding for the Department of Health's Respite, 
Developmental Disabilities Medicaid Waiver. and the Partnership in Community Living 
Programs. 

I am an adult with developmental disabilities that attends Adult Day Health program. This is the 
place that I learn new things and can be with my friends. 

I live with my Mother who works and my sister who goes to school and works. They help take 
care of me because J cannot do this myself. 

I must be able to attend Adult Day Health program every day so I can still learn new things and 
my Mother can continue to work to support us. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible. the state will be putting at 
risk the thousands of families and individuals with developmental disabilities that are served 
each day in these essential programs. Thank you for your consideration and the opportunity to 
present testimony. 

Sincerely, FtL i ~ 
Name: Jason Felipe 
Address: 3201 Akahi Street. Lihue HI 96766 
Phone No.: 1.808) 821-6944 
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February 27, 2009 

TO: Senator Donna Mercado Kim, Chair 
Senator Shan S. Tsutsui, Vice Chair 

808 821 6949 

And Members of the Committee on Ways and Means 

HEARING: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30 a.m'l Room 211 

RE: Support of sa 1679, SD1 
Relating to the Emergency and Budget Reserve Fund 

p, 02/03 

I am submitting in STRONG SUPPORT of S.B. 1679, SD1. This bill makes an appropriation 
from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels of programs 
determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. Specifically, I am 
supporting appropriations to restore the lost funding for the Department of Health's Respite, 
Developmental Disabilities Medicaid Waiver, and the Partnership in Community Living 
Programs. 

I am an adult with developmental disabilities who lives with my parents who takes care of me 
because I cannot do that myself. I attend Adult Day Health program and have some PA 
services so that my parents can go to work to support us. The program is helping me learn 
new things. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at 
risk the thousands of families and individuals with developmental disabilities that are served 
each day in these essential programs. Thank you for your consideration and the opportunity to 
present testimony. 

SincerelYI 

~ 
Name: Randelle Lee 
Address: P.O. Box 341, Waimea HI 96796 
Phone No.: (808) 338~1207 . 
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February 27.2009 

TO: Senator Donna Mercado Kim, Chair 
Senator Shan S. Tsutsui l Vice Chair 

808 821 6949 

And Members of the Committee on Ways and Means 

HEARING: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30 a.m., Room 211 

RE: Support of SB 1679, SD1 
Relating to the Emergency and Budget Reserve Fund 

P. 03/03 

I am submitting in STRONG SUPPORT of 8.B. 16791 8D1. This bill makes an appropriation 
from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels of programs 
determined to be essential to education. public health, and welfare. Specifically, I am 
supporting appropriations to restore the lost funding for the Department of Health's Respite, 
Developmental Disabilities Medicaid Waiver. and the Partnership in Community Living 
Programs. 

I am a person with developmental disabilities that has used the Partnership in Community 
Living fund for dental work. I still need to have. more dental work done but cannot do this 
because I cannot afford the cost. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as pOSSible, the state will be putting at 
risk the thousands of families and individuals with developmental disabilities that are served 
each day in these essential programs. Thank you for your consideration and the opportunity to 
present testimony. 

Sincerely.. _ J_ 
Gctum 'T~{yw rao 

Name: Carina Florendo 
Address: P.O. Box 308, Kekaha. HI 96752 
Phone No.: (BOB) 337-9636 
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February 27, 2009 

TO: Senator Donna Mercado Kim, Chair 
Senator Shan S. Tsutsui, Vice Chair 

808 821 8949 

And Members of the Committee on Ways and Means 

HEARING: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30 a.m., Room 211 

RE: Support of sa 1679, SD1 
Relating to the Emergency and Budget Reserve Fund 

P, 01 

I am submitting in STRONG SUPPORT of S.8. 1679, SD1. This bill makes an appropriation 
from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels of programs 
determined to be essential to education. public health, and welfare. Specifically, I am 
supporting appropriations to restore the lost funding for the Department of Health's Respite, 
Developmental Disabilities Medicaid Waiver, and the Partnership in Community Living 
Programs. 

I am an aide at an Adult Day Health program and work with persons with developmental 
disabilities. Cutting funding would have a tremendous effect on all of the individuals. Our 
clients worry about who will care for them if they are not able to attend the Adult Day Health 
program and to take away their PA services places an extra burden on their family. Some 
clients do not understand why their service is being cut and that makes them apprehensive. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at 
risk the thousands of families and individuals with developmental disabilities that are served 
each day in these essential programs. Thank you for your consideration and the opportunity to 
present testimony. 

Sincerely, 

~r 
Name: Donna Jerves 
Address: P.O. Box 1241. Kapa'a, HI 96746 
Phone No.: (808) 651-7263 
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February 27,2009 

TO: Senator Donna Mercado Kim, Chair 
Senator Shan S. Tsutsui~ Vice Chair 

808 821 6949 

And Members o'f the Committee on Ways an~ Means 

HEARING: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30 a.m., Room 211 

RE: Support of S8 1679, SD 1 
Relating to the Emergency and Budget Reserve Fund 

P. 02 

I am submitting in STRONG SUPPORT of S.B. 1679, SD1. This bill makes an appropriation 
from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels of programs 
determined to be essential to education, public health. and welfare. Specifically, I am 
supporting appropriations to restore the lost funding for the Department of Health's Respite, 
Developmental Disabilities Medicaid Waiver. and the Partnership in Community Living 
Programs. 

I work with persons with developmental disabilities and seeing their faces every morning with 
their smiles, excitement and enthusiasm when they get to the Adult Day Health program is so 
rewarding and a bleSSing. They need this Bill to pass in order to keep their lives and happiness 
just as it is right now. It has been such a dramatic situation for them and their families cutting 
their hours of service because of funding. 

Keep them active, busy in their life and help them to fulfill their dreams of happiness. Make this 
Bill work. please. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at 
risk the thousands of families and individuals with developmental disabilities that are served 
each day in these essential programs.' Thank you for your consideration and the opportunity to 
present testimony. 

Since~~ j r;? __ ~ 
~ \]~=--

Name: Darfin Zablan 
Address: 5338 Olopua Street. Kapa'a, HI 96746 
Phone No.: (808) 652-7207 
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Friday, February 27, 2009 

Tile Honomble Donna Mercado Kim and Shan S. Tsulsui 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings Senate C.ommittee on Human Services & Hcall.h & the Ways 
a.nd Means Committee 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Callilol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, IIawaii 96813 

Subject; SB 1679 SD 1- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET 
RESERVE FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30am (Joint Committee on Health and Hut.mm 
Senrices & Housing & the Ways and Means C'..ornmiUce), Conference Room 211 

Dear SCfUllors Kim and TRutRui & Members of the Joint Committees Ofl Human Services and 
Health & the Ways and Mcan::; Committee: 

J am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB '1679 SD 1. This biUmukes an 
emergency appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain 
the levels of programs determined to be essential to educatiun, public health. and wclfure. 
Specifically I am supporting aPl)rollriations to rc;sturc lust funding for the Department of Health 
Respite, DD Div;"i;on DD/Mk Waiver, and the DD Divi,'g;Qn Partnerships itt Ci,mmunity Lil'ing 
(PICL Program,li;. 
T am the sister/guardian of a disabled child that has beell able to access support afforded by the 
services offered in the MR/DD Walver. My ~'i~·ter is severely disa11led alid depellds upon the 
waiver sen'ices to provide her the support to learn 1,0W to be indepe"dent as possible. Through 
tlu/se services my sister Iws learned Iww .',1 complete simple task that many of us may take for 
granted, Sllch as feed her,w~lJ, cOlmnunicate and walk. AI.9o~ my j'atlu:r s employment requil'e.~' 
him to be aWay from home for most of the day and due to this, I am my sister s primary 
caretaker during the day. As the parent of two small children, I also depend U/'0n wuiver 
services to provide me milch needed respite. Wail'er ~'e",ices give my sister the opportunity jor 
her tQ acces,~ amI be a part of her community and work on becoming more inde]Jendent. 
Without the services provided ullder ti,e MR/DD Waiv(frt my sister would have to s .. tay home, 
disengaged/rom the community which would be major health and safety coneel'n, 
Ifthe emergency appropriation is not upproved as soon as possihle, the state will be putting at ri&:k 
the thousands of familie.s that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. 
Thank YOll fot the opportunity to present testimony 11'1 Strong Support of SB 1679 SD 1. I (.:an 
be reached at 808-934-9.587 for any fllTthet questions. 

Sincerely, 

Jocelyn Ramones 



FEB-27-2009 13:51 From: 8089693234 ESH HILO SSV 

Friday, February 27,2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Shan S. T~utsui 
State of Hawaii, JOint Hearings Sena.te Committee on Human Services & Health & the Ways 
and Me.ms Committee 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Berctania Street 
Honolulu, Ilawaii 96813 

Subject: S'B 1.679 SD 1- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET 
RESERVE FUND 

Hearing: Monduy, March 2, 2009, 9:30am (Joint Committee 01\ Health and Human 
Services & Housing & the Ways and Means Committee), Conference Room211 

Dear Senators Kim and Tsutsui & Members of the Joint Cummittees 011 Human Services and 
Health & tho Ways and Means Committee: 

I ~tm submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679 SD 1. This biH makes an 
emergency appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of lhe State of Hawaii to maintain 
the levels of programs determined to he essential t.o education, public health, <:\Ud wclfure. 
Specifically T am supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Department of H ealilt 
Respite, DD Division nD/MR Waiver, and th.e DD Division Partnerships ill Commuility Living 
(PI,,'L Programs. 
I am the sister in law/guardian of an adult with severe disabilities. Waiver services provide my 
brother in law with a c1ean~ healthy and safe home. Prior to my brother in law living with us he 
was institutionali:t.(:c;l, This WHS not H positive experience, it requited him to be hospitalized lauer. 
Waiver services also provide my brother in law with (lpPoItunities to socialize and access and be 
a part of'his community like everyone else. 

Tf the emergency appropriation is not approved a,) soon as possible, the slate will be putting at risk 
the thousnnds of families that arc or were served each month in theRe vel'y valuable programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679 SD 1. T can 
be reached at 808-990-4286 for any further quc~tiom;. 

Sinccrely, 

Devi BcrlTlubi::; 
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Friday, February 27, 2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Shall S. Tsutsui 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings Senate Committee on Human Services & Health & t.he Ways 
und Means Commi.ttee 
Twenty-Fifth T £gislaturc 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679 SD 1- RELATING TOTHR eMBRGENCY AND BUDGET 
RESERVE FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30am (Joint Committee on Health and Human 
Serviccs & Housing & the Ways and Means Committee), Confetence Room 211 

Dear Senato". Kim and T!\Utsui & Members of the Joint Committee!> on Human SetviCes and 
Health & the Wa.ys and Means CommiUcc; 

I am submitting te!Otimony in STRONG SU/~P()RT OF SB ·1679 SD 1. This bill mal<cs an 
em.etgency appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the Stale of Hawaii to maintain 
the levels of programs detel'11uned to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. 
Spc.cifically r am supporting appropriations to restore lost funding fot the Department of Health 
.Respite, DD Division DD/MR Waiver, and the DD Division Partner~'hips in Commullity Living 
(PICL Pr(}grams. 
I am a single working parent of a young child with disabilities. Services ludp provide my child 
with OPllOrtunities to engage with other children and acce.f.i hi.i community. As a Single parent 
my re:"QurCC!J arc very limited. BiJtk Q,f my parenl,"iI are elderly al,d unable to widch my emld. 
Havin.g services all.ow me to continue to work and provide an income for my son and 1. 
Without tlJese sef'Yices, I wilt not he able to work, becaw;e, I win haJ1e to stay home to take care 
o/my child. 
If the emergency appropriation is not apptoved as S0011 as possible, t.he state will be puUing at risk 
the thousands of families that are or were !>erved each month in these very valuable program!>. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support of Sft 1679 SD 1. J CHn 

he reached at 808-895-3116/808-965-9076for any further questions, 

Sincerely, 
Cristina Acupan 
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rriday, February 27 .• 2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Shan S. Tsu1sui 
SlaLe of Hawaii, Joint Hearings Senate C.ommittee on Human Services & Health &. the Ways 
and Means Committee 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature. 
Stale Cupitol 
415 S. Heretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679 SD 1" RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET 
RR~RRVE FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2. 2()09, 9:30am (.Toi.nt Committee on Health and Human 
Services & Housing & the Ways and Means Committee), Conference Room 211 

Dcar Senators Kim and Tsutsui & Mcmben; of the Joint Committees on Human SelVices and 
Health & the Ways and Means Committee: 

1 am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT or sa 1679 SD 1. This bill mak:cs an 
emergcncy appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the Statc of Hawaii to maintain 
the levels of programs determined lo be crsstmliallo education, public health, and welfare. 
Specifically I am I\upputting appropriations to restore losl funding for the Department oj.Health 
Respite. DD Dil'ision DD/MR Wmver, and the DD Divi~i()n Pat'tner.dlip.~ in Commlmity Living 
(PICL Program.Y. 
J am the aUtll/guardian of an adult child tlult is severely disabled. Waiver service~' hal'e 
provided my nephew with a safo, healthy environment. Through these service~' we are able to 
provide a IOVittf: liome and opporlU1lities for him to accesS' ancll}(f a purt of his community. My 
nephew many years ago was im;titutiQtudized witlwutOUT knowledge. Thi.~ experience was 
very hQrri/lle fQr him "lid not ~·uccessful. We a.'Ok that YQU CQntiitUff to supporl these waiver 
se1'llice~·. 
If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putling at risk 
the thousands of families T.hat are or were served each 1110nth in these very valmtble programs. 
Tha.nk you for the opportunity to present te..c;timony in Strong Support of SB 1679 SD 1. 1 can 
be reached at, 808-935-2604 for any f~mher questions. 

Sincerely, 

Angeline Moni:G 
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Ftid:lY, J:'ebruary 27, 2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Shan S. Tsulsui 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings SemIte Committee on Human Services & J.lealth & I.he Ways 
and Means Committee 
Twenty-Fifth I...cgislature 
Stale ('.·upitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
IIonolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679 SD 1- RBLATING TO THE EMERG ENCY AND BUDGET 
RESERVE FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30am (Joint Committee on Health and Human 
Services & Housing & the Ways and Means Committee), C.onference Room 2·1"1 

Dear Senators Kim llmJ T:mtsui & Members of the Joint Committees on Human Service!> and 
Health & the Ways and Means Committee: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPQRT OF S13 1679 SD 1. This bill makes an 
emergency appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain 
the levels of programs determined to be csscnthtll.Q education, public health, and welfare. 
Specifically I am supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the-Department of Health 
Respite, DD Di"ision DDIMR Wail'qr, "TId the DlJ Division Partnel'sh;p:~ in Community Living 
(PICI .. Programs. 
1 am a young adult with a disability. Waiver services help me greatly. I live all by myself on 
the Big Island. Waiver services /mve Itclped me like a family would. Without these services 1" 
would not be able to dQ my grocery shopping, banking, bill paying and attend my doctor 
appointments. Waiver services alto Ilelp me Ilcce.~.~ a7Ul be a part of1llY commutlity. T a ... k that 
you continue to Slip pori these waiver ~'ervices, without them 1 would be.iu.ft .ftaying at home. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible. the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands of families that arc or were served each month in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679 SD 1. I can 
be reached at 808-934-9206, for any further questions. 

Sincerely. 
Kyle Naka!Oone 
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Friday, February 27, 2009 

The Honomble DOllna Mercado Kim lmd Shan S. Tsutsui 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings Senate Committee on Human SelVices & Health & the Ways 
a1ld Means Committee 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Bcretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679 SD 1- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET 
RESERVE FUND 

Hearing; Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30am (Joint Committee on Health and Human 
Services & Housing & the Ways and Means Col1lI11ittee)~ Conference Koorn 211 

Dear Senators Kim and TsuLsui & Members of the Joint Committees on Human Services nnd 
HeaJth & the Ways and Means Committee: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679 SD 1. This hil1 makes an 
emergency approprialion r.tom the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain 
the levels of programs determined to be essential to education, pl,lblic health, and welfare. 
Specifically I am supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the DelJartment of Health 
Re.~pite, 1)1) Dtvisron DDIMR Waiver, and the DD Divisi(m Partnerships in Community Living 
(PICL Programs. 
1 am the parent of an adult child whQ has 4 dtmbUity. We are currently appealing a recent cut 
to her .fJervice.~ that were more than 50%. Waiver services have provided my adult child witll 
much needed opportunities to access and be a part oj her community. Her waiver services al.';o 
provide her with a clean, healthy and safe home along with respite for myself. 

II the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands of families that are or were served each month in these very vlIluuble progralU .. <;. 

Thank you for the oppo.'iuIlUy t.o present. testimony ill Strong Support of SB 1679 SD L I can 
be reached at 808-961-3179 for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 
Jutta Halcamau 
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Friday. February 27, 2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado KIm and Shan S. Tsut!;ui 
Slale of Hawaii, Joint Hearings Senate Committee on Human Services & Health & the Ways 
and Means Cummittee 
Twcnly~Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Berctania Street 
Honolulu, liawaii Y6~13 

Subject: SB 1679 SD 1- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET 
RESERVE FUND 

Heating: Monday. March 2,2009, 9:30um (Joint C.ommittee on Health and Human 
Service~ & Housing & the Ways and Means Committee), Conference Room 211 

Dear Scnator8 Kim and Tsutsui & MemberR of the Joint Committees on Human Services nnd 
Health & the Ways and Means Committee; 

r am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPo.RT OF SB 1679 SD '1. This hi1l makes an 
emergency appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain 
the levels of programs dctcmrlncd to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. 
Specifically 1 am supporting appropriations to restore· lust funding for the Departmeltt afHealth 
Respile. DD Division DDIMR Waiverp and the DD Divi.~·ion Partnerships in Community Living 
(P1CL Programf, 
I am the parent of a disabled child that ho..-; been able to access support afforded by the services 
offered in the MR/DD Waiver. My child is blind and depends upon the waiver .,ervicea to 
provide her the support to learn how to be independent as possible. Tltmugh tl,ese services my 
child has learned how to compl.ete simple ta..~k that many of us may take for granted, such a.v 
feed herself, baLh, walk and clean her living area. Our family reside.~ in a rural area~ which 
requires my husband to travel at least 60 miles roundtrill for work. Due to this. I am my child .f> 

primary caretaker during the day. I depend upon waiver services to provide me much lleeded 
respite and the opportunity Jor my child to access and be a part of h.er community alf.d work On 
becoming more independent. Without the services provided under the MR/DD Waiver, my 
child would have in !.lay home, di.~engaged fmm the (:Qmmunity which would be major h.(~altlz 
and safety CQncerlt. 
If the emergency appropriation is not approved as SOon us possible. the state will be putting at risk 
the thousunds of families that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679 SD 1. I can 
be reached at !::!()!::!-962-08067 for any further questions. 
Sincerely, 

Juliet Evallgclisi.!l 
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Friday, Fehruary 27,2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Shan S. Tsutsui 
State of HawaH, Joint Henrings Senate Committee on Human Setvices & Health & the Ways 
.mll Means Committee 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu~ Hawaii 9681.3 

Subject: SB 1679 SD 1- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET 
RESERVE FUN)) 

Hearing: Monday. March 2, 2009, 9:30am (Joint Committee on Health and Human 
Services & Housing & Ihe Wuys .. nd Means Committee), Conference Room 211 

Dcar Senators Kim and Tsutsui & Members of the Joint CommiUees on Human Services and 
Health & the Ways and Mcan~ Committee: 

I am suhmitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679 SD 1. This bill makes an 
emergency appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to ml.lintain 
the levels of programs determined to be essential to education, public health. and welfare. 
Specifically T am supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Departmtmt of lIealt/J 
Re.~pite, IJIJ [Jivi.f1ion DDIMR Waiver, and the DD Division Partnerships in Community Living 
(PICL Program/j', 
I am writ~g you as a service provider for waiver .~ervice$. 1 have personally witnessed the need 
and importance services are to our disabled community ultd families. The/j'e services provide 
our families and parlicipalil opportunities to be a part a/their camlnu"ity. Waiver services 
provide healthy and safe homes for needed chores services. Service.f provide our participants 
the oppnrtunity to apply for tmlunteel' and emplnyment oppol'tlttiitie.~, participate in Special 
Olympic Junctions and complete many task that we take Jor granted daily. 1 ask you to Illeast! 
support SB 1679. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, lhe state will be putting at risk 
the thnllr.and~ ()f families that are nr were served each Mt)nlh in the~c vc:ty valuable pn,lb'T{tms. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present t.estimony in Strong Support of SB 1679 SD 1. 1 can 
be reached at 808-756-7740. for any further {IUeslions. 

Sincerely, 

Judy Marsh 
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Friduy, February 27, 2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Shan S. Tsutsui 
Stale of Hawaii, Joint Hearings Senate Committee on Human Services & Health & the Ways 
and Means Committee 
Twenty-Fif~h Lcgild.tlure 
Stute Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679 SD 1· RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET 
RESERVE FUND 

I learing: Monday. March 2, 2009, 9:30a111 (Joint Committee on Health and Human 
Services & Housing & the Ways and Meam~ Committee), Conference Room 211 

Dear Senators Kim and Tsutsui & Members of the Joint Committee!! on Human Services and 
Heallh & the Ways .tnd Means Committee: 

I am submiit.ing t.eslimony in STRONG SUPPORl' OF SB 1679 SD 1. This bill makes an 
emergency appropriation from the emergency and budget. fund of the State of Hawaii to maioic.iin 
the 1evellfl of programs determined to be essentiallo education. public health, and welfare. 
SpecIfIcally I am supporting appropriations lo restore lost funding for the Department of Health 
RespiJe, DD Division DD/MR Waiver. and tIle DD Divi..viQIJ Partnerships in Community Livillg 
(PICL Programs. 
We are the parent/sLyter of u'" adult witl, a disability. These services provide my brother with 
the opportunities to access and be a part of ,.is community. Waiver services have al.Yo 
&'upported my brother with maintaining his health and safety thrQugh exercise and seizure 
awarene.YS. Wilhoue ehese services my brother would II0t be able to go out and learn how to be 
more independent. lmtead he would bejust sitting at home. 

If the emergcncy appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands of families lhat are or were served each month in the,')e very va.luablc programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to prc.~ent testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679 SD 1. I can 
be reached at 808-969-7197/t10lS-854-5171, for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 

Vincelyn Mehttu 
JoLyn Mehau 



FEB-27-2009 13:55 From: 8089693234 ESH HILO SSV 

Friday, February 27. 2009 

The Honorable Donna Merca.do Kim and Shan S. Tsutsui 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings Senate Committee on Human SelViccs & Health & the Ways 
and Mel.tm~ Committee 
-twenty-Fifth Legi~latlJtc 
State Capitol 
415 S. Bctctania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 968·13 

Subject: SB 1679 SD 1- RELATING '1'0 THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET 
RE..f.)ERVE FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30am (Joint Committee 011 Health and Human 
Scrvice.~ & Housing & the Ways and Means Cornmittcc), C'..oTlference Room 211 

Dear Sellator~ Kim and TsuLsui & Members of the Joint Committees on l:Iurnan Services and 
Hcaltll & the Ways and Means Committee: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679 SD ." This bill makes an 
emergency appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of t.he St.ate of Hawaii to maintain 
the levels of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfatl;:. 
Specifically T am. supporting appropriations Lo restore lost funding for the Department oj Health 
Re.'I'pite. /)J) IJivision .DDfMR Waiver. and the DD Division Partnership ... in Commtm;ty Living 
(PJCL Prog,.am8. 
I am the grandmother/guardia" aftwo di.<ilalJled grandchildren that have been able to acce ... ,y 
support afforded by the services offered in the MR/DD Waiver. I am. also a recent widow and 
depend upon these services greatly to assist with maintaining tlteir hetl.lthy altd safety. 1 do "ot 
drive, however, waiver .flervice.fI have tls$i.~·tl:1d with getti1fg my grandchildren to much needed 
medical/dental uppointmellt&'. Waiver services has also been benefreial with helpi"g my 
childrell participate in activities out in the community such a.fJ Special Olympics alld even 
emilloyment and volunteer opportunities These services have helped my grandchildren to be a 
part ojthelr community and have a life jU&11ike every other citizen. Without the services 
provided under the MR/DD Waiver, my grandchildren wOllld have to .fltay hmne, disengaged 
from the community which would be major health and safety concern. 
lfthe emergency appropriation is 110t approved as soon as possible, the state will be pulling at risk 
the t110usands of f.amilies Lhat arc or were served each month in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Suppol1 ofSH 1679 SD 1. I enn 
be reached at 808-965-7766 for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 
Barbra Rcny 
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Friday, February 27, 2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Shan S. Tsutsui 
St.1I,e of Hawaii, Joint Hearing.q Senate Committee on Human Services & Health &. the Ways 
and Means Colnmittcc 
Twenty-Pirt h Legisluture 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679 SD 1- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET 
RESERVE FUND 

Hearing: MonthlY, March 2, 2009, 9:30am (Joint Committee on Health and Human 
Services & Housing & the WaY5: and Means Committee). C.onference Room 21'1. 

Dear Semltors Kim and Tsutsui & Members of the Joint Committees 011 Human Services and 
Health & the Ways and Means Committee: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUP1)ORT OF SB '1679 SD 1. This bill makes an 
emergency appropriation from the emcrgency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain 
the levels of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, amI welfare. 
SpecUically I am supporting appropriations to rcstore lost funding for the Department of Healtlt 
Respite" DD Division DDIMR Waiver. and the DD Division Parlnel'l.·hip ... in Community Living 
(PICL Programs. 
I am a young adult with a disability. Waiver {)'ervices help me access my community and take 
care o/my per'$onal needs such a&' banking, grocery shopping antI medical appoitltments. 
Without waiver services I do not know how 1 wmlld be able to do tl16se things, because I do flot 
dl'ive. Al.J;(,J since T live on the Big Island, public tra"sportation is ,'ery limited and taxis are an 
expellse that I can llot afford. Waiver service.r;; al~o have supported me with Special Olympic 
particillOtion and they provide respite for my great grandmother who also lives with me. 1 ask 
that you continue to support thtU;e waiver service{)', wit/lOut them 1 would be just staying at 
home. 
If the emergency appropriation Lc; not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk 
the tholl:''lat1d~ of familie~ Ihat. ate Of' wCtC setvcd each mOnth in I !lese very valuable programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support of SH 1679 sn 'I. J can 
be reache.d at 808-969-7107 for any further questions. 

Sincere.y, 

Matthew Garcia 
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Friday, Fehruary 27,2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Shan S. Tsutsui 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings Senate Committee on Human Services & Health & the Ways 
and Means Committee 
Twenty-Fiftl1 LcgislMu'te 
State Cnpitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
lionolulu? Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SO 1679 SD 1- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET 
RESERVE FUND 

Hearing; Monday> March 2, 2009, 9:30am (joint Committee on Health and Human 
SeIVices & Housing & the Ways and Means Committee). Conference Room 211 

Dear Scnalr..l1:S Kim and Tsutsui & Members of the Joint Committees on Human Services and 
Health & the Ways and Mcan$i C'..ornmiUee; 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SH °1679 SD 1. This bill mllkes an 
emergency appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain 
the levels of l'rograms determined to be essential to cduCitlion, public health, and welfare. 
Specifically 1 am supporting appropriutions to restore lost funding for the Department oJ Ilealth 
Re.~pite. DD Divi.don nnlMR Waiver, and the DD Division Parlner.tghips in Communil)' IJiving 
(PICL Programs. 

Hi 1 am a participant at Eas·te,. Seals Hawaii. J want my ... ervices back, because 1 miss going 
out into the cummunity in the afternoons with my PA. 1 thQught it was my fault thar my time 
was cut, but now I don t think that. .1 would like to have my hours back. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands of families that are or were served ea.ch month in these very valuable programs. 
-fhank you for the opportunity to prescnt testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679. I can be 
reached at 808·959-8099for any further questions. 

Sincerely~ 
Denise Dcmott1l 
2469B 
Kilauea Ave 
Hilo, Hi 96720 
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Friday, February 27, 2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Shan S. Tsutsui 
State of Hawaii, JOint Hearings Senate Committee on Human Services & Health & the Ways 
and Means Committee 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Bcrctania Street 
Honolulu, J lawai i 96813 

Subject: SB 1679 SD 1- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND 13tJDGET 
RF..SF.RVR FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2,2009, 9:30am (Joint Committee on Health and Human 
Services & Housing & the Ways and Means Committee), Conference Room 211 

Dear Senators Kim and T~ut~uj & Members of the Joint Committees on Human Services and 
Health & the Ways and Means Committee: 

(am !'>uhmitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679 SD L This bill makes .tn 
emergency appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the Sli:lte of Hliwaii to maintain 
the levels of programs determined to be esseuLi(d ~o eUucH.l.ion. public health, and welfare. 
Specifically I am ~uppt)fling appropriations to restore lost fl.1nding for the Department o/.Health 
Respite, DD Divi.~ion IJ/JIMR Waiver, and the DD Division Partnerslzip.v in Community Living 
(PICI .. Programs. 

Aloha, 
My name i~ C()llc.m 1)aly. J alll a Home and Comlmmity Based (:ase Coordinatur Jor 

Easter Seal .. Hawaii working in at the Hilo SlIP port Se",ice~ Pl'ogl'am. Our program senles 
children and adults with development di.'fahilitie.fi through home and community based sen/ices 
such a.'i per,fiQnal assistance, chore assistance, and habilitated employment through tke MRIDD 
waiveI'. Recently our ptt !rI' and their families were cut by a 15% budget reduction to their 
se",ices. Some of our INlrticilJants andfamilies based on the way the cut was made ended UI' 
losing much more hOUTS than expected, and are now faced with the hardtoliip of k, . .,i',g tlleiT 
jobs, hOllTS. medica(. and for the participants the activiiie.~ and care they were pTe-viously 
receiving. This saddens me to see, WI' the people we serve deserve and have the right to be 
provided with the care and activities that thi."r wai-ver wa.'i' made to provide. 

If the emergency appropriation is nol approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands of families that are or were served each month In these very valuable program:;. 
Thank you for the opportunity to pre~ent te~tjl11oriy in Strong Support of SR t 679. T Can be 
reached at 808-961-3716 for any further questions. 
Sincerely, 

~fi)4 
HeBS Case Coordinatur 
1266 Kamehameha Avellu.e. #12 
Hilo! Hawaii 96720 
l)honc: 808.961.3716 
Email: cdall'@en..<dersealshawaii.org 
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Friday, February 27, 2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Shan S. Tsutsui 
State of ffilwaii, loint Hearings Senate Committee on Human Services & Health & the Ways 
and Means Committee 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679 SD 1- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET 
RESERVE FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30am (Joint Committee on Health and Human 
Services & Housing & the Ways and Means Committee). Conference Room 211 

Dear Senators Kim and Tsutsui & Members of the loint Committees on Human Services ilnd 
Health &. the Ways and Mean~ Committee: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679 SD 1. This bill makes an 
emergency appropriation from the emergency 1\nd budget fund of the State of B<twaii to maintain 
the levels of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. 
Specificully 1 um supporting appropriations to restore Jost funding for the Department of Health 
Respite, DD Div~'ion DD/MR Waive~. and the DO Division PartlJerships in Community Living 
(plCL Programs. 

1 am .fUpporting SB1679, becaUti6 the services I have received/rom Easler Seals has Ilelped to 
Teaeh me future skills. lUke going to my bowling club .• being able to go out into ti,e 
community. I wOllld be very up.l~et ilihey tried tf) cut my service91 1 wish I could /,ave my week 
ends and evening hours back. 

1£ the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at tisk 
the thousand~ of familie!:! that arc or were served each month in these very valuable progra:ms. 
Thank you for the opportunity to prc!;cnt testimony in Strong Support of SB 1619. I can be 
reached at 808-989-1938 for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 
Allen Kakazu 
PO Box 582 
Mt. View, HI 96771 
I'hone: 966-7454 
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Friday, February 27, 2009 

The Honoruble Donna Mercado Kim and Shan S. Tsut.~ui 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hc~ring~ Scm, I.e Committee on Human Services & HeaJth & the Ways 
and Mc:at'lS Committee 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretallja Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679 SD 1· RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET 
RESERVE FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9;30am (Joint Committee on Health and Human 
Services & Housing & the Ways and Means Committee), Conference Room 211 

Dcar Senal.oN,: Kim und Tsul!.lui & Members of the Joint Committees on Human SeTvices nnd 
Health & the Ways and Means Committee: 

I urn submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF sa "1679 SD '1. This bill mukes .tIl 
emergency appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain 
tho level:> uf pTogram~ determined to be essenti .. u to edllcation, public health, and wei rate. 
Specifically I am supporting appropriation!> to re. .. tore lost funding for the Dep4t'tment of Health 
Resllite~ DD Division DD/MR Waipel't and the DD Div;...·ion Partnerships in Community l.ivim( 
(PICL Programs. 

1 am pare/u of a !tall witll a dLfOa/Jiiity tllal Ila." been able to (I.(!Ce.'Ys .'Yupport uJ/orded by tile 
.~ervices offered in the MR/DD Waiver in order to care for my ,·hild. With the support ofthe.qe 
services, my husband and 1 are able to go to work. as well as provide sen,ices fO our .~on+ My 
other !tQn and his girlfriend also provide services througl, the MR/DD Waiver 10 ourlJ'on which 
allow my husband and I to be able to go to work ialowing that hi!t need.v are [Ieing met Qild that 
he Lv.'ia/e. My hlUJband and 1 sjoin income iv what holds our home togeehef~ ifmy Son were 
,wt able to be provided with Illesc servicest I would !lave to give up my job, a,,.d our economic 
hardship would become more stressed. Through the MR/DD Wail'er program my son is able 
participate in m.eaningful activitie:,' that allow him to have a lifejust like every other citi'l.tm. 
Without the services provided under the MR/DD Waiver, my son would have to he home aWlle, 
which i.'i not IJO!~$ible due to the extent of his di ... ability, a ... well (1$ disengaged from the 
community which would be major health attd safety concern. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be puttin.g at risk 
I.he thousal'lds of f.amilies that arc 01' were served each month in these very valuable ptograms. 
Th,ink you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support of SM '1679. T cao be 
reached at 808-9H2-7843, for any further Questions. 

Sjnccrcly~ 

Karen, & Ricky SR. Torres and entire ft ..... mrily. 
16-634 Old Volcano Rd. 
Kca au In 96749 
982-7843 (home) 
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Friday, Fcbru~\Ty 27. 2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Shan S. Tsutsui 
State of Hawaii. Joint Hearings Senate Committee on Human Services & HaIth & the Ways 
and MCMI!l Committee 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Berctanla Street 
Honolulu. Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679 SD 1- RElATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND UDGE"r 
RESERVE FUND 

Hearing: Monday. March 2, 2009, 9:30am (Joint Committee on Hcall and Human 
Services & Houl!ling & the Ways and Means Conullittee), Confetence Room 211. 

Dear Senators Kim and Tt.;ut~ui & Members of the Joint Commillees on Hum 11 Services and 
Health & the Ways and Means Committee: I 
I am. submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF S8 1679 SD 1. This h II makes an 
emergency appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of awaii to mal ntain 
the levels of programs determined to be csscnti.'\l to education; public health •. nd welfare. 
Specifically I am supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the De rlment oJ Health 
Respite, DD Division DD/MR Wait-tel', and the DD Division Partnerships in ommunity UvilJg 
(PICL Program.t. 

The well being of my participant will be effected by any more cuts i tile budget. I have 
seen a change in behavior already and this coul.d re.flult in angry Qutbursts. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible. tile state ill be putting at riRk 
the thousands of families that are Ot were served each month in these very val able programs;. 
Thank you for the oppurtunity to present testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679. I c,an be 
reached at 808-961-37'16 for any further questions. 

Sincerely. 

Community Based Provider (Easter Seals) 
Richard Miller 
(808) 935-4371 
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Friday, February 27, 2U09 

'fhe Honorable Donna Merca.do Kim and Shan S. Tsutsui 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings Senate Committee on H.uman Services & H a1th & the Ways 
and Means Commiu.co 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679 SD 1- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND UDGET 
RESERVE FUND 

Hearing: Monday, MaTch 2, 20(9) 9:30am (Joint Committee on Hc::alt 1 a.nd Human 
Services & Housing & the Ways and Means Committee), Conference Room 211 

Dear ScnatMs Kim und Tsutsui & Members of the Joint Committees on HUlll n Services .md 
Health & the Ways and Means Committee: 

l. am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPo.RT OF SB 1679 SOl. This b 11 makes an 
emergency appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the Slale of awaii to maintain 
the levels (lfprograms determined to be essential to eUtlcatiQn, public healt]l,' nd welfare. 
Specifically 1 am supporting appropriations tn "fe-store lost funding for the De rtnJcrrt of Health 
Respite .• DD Division DDIMR Waiver, and tlte DI) Division Partnership.1f; in .ommanity I,iving 
(PICL Programs. 

I am supponing SB1679, because Easter SeaLlf; helped my son in E.l to achi ve succeS.fi iI,Jim! 
motor, and gross motor Itelping Itim calel. up tv M8 appropriate age level. I work us u PA in 
the home and communit,y based program. at Easter Seals and fully J>l~pport t eir mission in 
providing exceptionaiae1"J1ices to people with developmental disabilities. Th ae pe01Jie need to 
have tile same acee.v., and opportunities as anyone else, it would he .m sad to see anymore cuts 
in this area. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as !!loon as possible, the state ill be putting at T.isk 
the thou~atldR of families thlll ute ot were served each month in these very val able pTograms. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support of SB 679. I can be 
reached at 808-989-1938 for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 
Richard Ah-Yo m 
P.OBox 1081 
Keaau Hi 96749 
(808)968-6255 
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Friday, February 27, 2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Shan S. Tsutsui 
State of Hawaii, Joint Heurings Senate Committee on Human Services & H alLh & the Ways 
and Means Committee 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii %813 

Subject: SH 1679 SD 1- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND 
RESERVE FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30am (Joint Committee on Healt and Human 
Services & Housing & Ihe Ways <md Means Committee), Conference Room 2"11 

Dear Senators Kim and Tsutsui & Members of (he Joint Committees on Hum n Services and 
Health & the Ways and Means Committee; 

I am Ruhmitting testimony in STRONG SUPPOR'1' OF sa 1679 sn 1. This b 11 makes an 
emergency appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of awaii to maintain 
the levels of programs determined to be cRsentia,l to education, public health, nd welfare, 
Specifically T am supporting appropriations t.o restore lost funding for the Deprtmont o.f Health 
Respite. DD Division DDIMR Waiver, and the DD Division Partnerships in ommu,,;iy Living 
(PICL Progra.ms. 

Aloha, 1 am sending you thi$ because 1 feel tlud these people lleed~' aU the h urs and hell' they 
have been getting. It is unfair to them and thei,. families. They need to go ut in to the 
community and do things that others get to do. They need to sQcialize with thesr in the 
community and get out. Please give them back their rights and freedom. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible~ the state m be putting at risk 
the thousands of families that arc or were served each month in these very val able programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support of SB 679. I can be 
reached at 808-989-1938 for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 
Maelisa Evangelista 
P.OBox 1002 
Keaau Hi 96749 
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Friday, February 27, 2009 

The HonorabJe Donna Mercado Kim and Shan S. 'rsutsui 
State of Hawaii, Jr..llllt Hearings Senate Committee r..m HunUin Services & H !'lHh & the Ways 
and Means Committee 
Twenty-Fifth Lcgi:;latutc 
St.'ltc C..apittll 
415 S. Beret .. mia Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

SUbject: SB 1679 SD 1- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY ANI) UDGET 
RESERVE FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2. 2()U9. 9:30am (Joint Committee on Health and Human 
Services & Housing & the Ways and Means Committee). ConferencelRoom 211 

Deal' Senalur:; Kim aud Tsutsui & Members of the Joint Committees on HumJn Services; a.nd 
Health & the Ways and Means Committee: I 

r am .submitting testimony in STRONG SU1)PORl' OF SB 1679 SD 1. This bill makes an 
emergency appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of 'Iawai! to mainl.ain 
the levels of program~ determined to be essential 1.0 education, public health. I\d welfare. 
Specifically I am suppotting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Del rlmeltt QJ lIealth 
Respite. 1)1) IJivision DD/MR Wail'or, and the DD Division Partnllr.'fhips iTl 'Qmmunily Living 

pie;~~J.n~o\- L,,\'r- ~~ nDcth q 'rI{ fAOr~/06 
\t- \/v'1 \ ~ W\IJtN l/'I\f! II'\')~, 1/t- \rv \ \ S-J'O ~ 
'yv'\eOZ 6\iA~ W\,-\ &\L!;1. V \ (7) -'C (,.- ve ~ 

If the emergency appropriation i~ nnt approved aR soon I\S possible, the state ill be putting at risk 
the thuusands of families that are or were served each month in these very valhable programs. 
Thank you fO~ .. ~.~~~.,o,p'portunjty to prcsent t~timony in Strong Support of SB 679 SD 1. I can 
be reached at .... I a for any further qucstions. 

ftt I f~ij NWlO\lD \tJttrvtJ( 
30<? -afo! -- ?;{w atlrl. (611eDl fiJly 
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The Honorable Donmt Mercado Kim and Shan S. T"ursui i 

State of Hawaii. Joint Hearings Senate Committee on Human Services & H~alth & the WaYR 
and Me •• "s Committee I 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature ! 
State Capitol 
415 S. Bcrctania Street I 
Honolulu, H~waii 96813 I 

Subject: SB 1679 SO 1- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET 
RESERVE FUND I 

i 
Hearing: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30am (Joint Committee on Health and Human 
Services & Housing & the Ways and Metlns Committee), conferenCtRoom 211 

DeaT Senators Kim and Tsutsui & Members of the Juinl Committees 011 Hum" n Services and 
Health & the Ways and Means Committee: 

1 am submitting tc.o;;timony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679 SD 1. '[his b1ll makcs an 
emergency appropriation from the emergency and budget fuod of the State of Hawaii to mainhtin 
the levels ofptogram~ determined to be essential to cducntion. public health, . nd welfare. 
Specifically I am suppotting appropriations to restore lost funding fot the neJartment oj Health 
Re.f;pite~ DTJ Division DD/MR Waiver, and the DD Divivicm Partnersltip.OJ ill Community Living 
(PICL Progral1Z$, 

J am a single parent ofa .Yon with a disability thm has been able to acCef"S S ,'PPort afforded by 
t/,e servi.ce.~ offered in the MR/DD Wail·or in order to care for my child. With the support of 
theRe $e",ices I am able to go to work knowing thot Iti.§; Izeed~ are being me/l and that ',e is safe. 
Not only am I able to go to work, bllt my son is able to participate in mean ngful activititl.~ that 
allow him to have a lifeJust like every other citizen. Without the senices p 'Ovided under the 
MRIDD Waiver, my SQn would have to be homo alone, disellgaged.from th community which 
would be major health and safety concern. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as Roon as pOl:ISible. the state "1i11 be putting at risk 
the thousands of famifies that are or were served e:u,:h month in these vc.ty vaHutble program~. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present tcstilnuny in Strung Support of SB 679. Please feel 
free (0 (!ontact me my address is P.O. Box 6 Papaikou, Hi 96781 and my cont ct phone numbers 
are (808) 964~lOS7(H). (~O~) 937-()W4 (Cell) and (808) 930-0210 9(W). 

SinceTely, 

Desiree M. Amaral 
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The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Shan S. Tsutsui i 
State of Hawaii. Joint Hearings Senate Committee on Human Services & Health & the Way~ 
and Means Committee I 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature I 
State Capitol i 
415 S. Beretania Street I 
Honolulu, Hawaii 968"13 I 

I 
Subject: SM 1679 SD l- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY ANDjBUDGET 
RESERVE FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30am (Joint Committee on Heal h and Hum~Ul 
Services & HouRing & the Ways and Means Committee), conferenci ROOm 211 

Dear Senators Kim and Tsutsui & Members of the Joint C.ommiUees on (-Tuman Service~ and 
Health & the Ways and Means Committee: I 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679 SD 1. This Jill makes an 
emergency appropriation from the emergency and hudget fund of the Shltc o~Hawaii to maintain 
the levels of programs determined to be essential to edUCl:ltion, public health, nd welfare. 
Specifically r am supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the /Je ariment of Health 
Respite, DD Division DDIMR Waiver? and tile DD Division Partfwrships in Commuf,ity Living 
(PICL Program.~. 

I am the primary care giver lor my gmnddaughter who has a disability. We halle beell able to 
acee.ts !;;Upport afforded by the service.y offered ;n the MR/DD Waiver in. wh' 'k have provided 
tile help we have needed in ordel' 10 provide care. Whh the support Ofthel'J~1 services I am able 
tQ go to work knowing that her Ileeds ore being met alld that she i.!I .'Jale. 1 a " 70 yr.\· old and 
recently (within the last two weekv) underwent eye sllrgery fl.~ 1 am partially bliml and disabled 
my self. With the help from the DDIMR waiver my gr(lnddaughter has the I?pportunity to be 
able to participate in meaningful activities that alf.ow him/her to have a lifelust like every other 
citizen. Without the ~'eTVices provided under the MR/DD Waiver, my grondlJaughter would 
',ave tv be home alone daily, which is not po.fil.filible" disengaged j'rom the co I munity, and not 
allotted tlae .WU/l.f/ opportunities 0,.<: every one else which to me would be maj r hell"t" alui safety 
concel'n. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved m; soon as pos!;iblo, the state ill be putting at risk 
the thousands of families that are or were served each monUI in these very val able programs. 
Thank you for the OPPl.lttUnity to present testImony in Strong Support of sn 1679. I can be 
reached at 808-959-8099, for any further qU(:$~ions. 

Sincerely, 
EIlenAoki 
1444 Mona Loop 
Hila, Hi 96720 
(808) 959-8099 



Friday, February 27,2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Shan S. Tsutsui 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Human Services & Health & the Ways 
and Means Committee 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679 SD 1- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET 
RESERVE FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30am (Joint Committee on Health and Human 
Services & Housing & the Ways and Means Committee), Conference Room 211 

Dear Senators Kim and Tsutsui & Members of the Joint Committees on Human Services and 
Health & the Ways and Means Committee: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679 SD 1. This bill makes an 
emergency appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain 
the levels of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. 
Specifically I am supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Department of Health 
Respite, DD Division DDIMR Waiver, and the DD Division Partnerships in Community Living 
(PICL Programs. . 

I have been both a DOE educator as well as a health care provider for Hawaii's 
developmentally disabled population for nearly two decades. I am appalled and outraged at the 
recent lack of compassion shown toward those who are least capable of speaking up for 
themselves. In a move so swift that it allowed no time for discussion, many of our special 
clients suddenly found their vital services cut not merely by 15% but up to 50% and beyond. 

These are good citizens and proud citizens, and many are struggling to live as independently as 
possible. But to do so, they need help with many of the simple daily tasks that the rest of us 
takefor granted. By taking away even 15% of the PA services they currently receive, many 
could easily find independent living an impossibility, and the cost of their increased needs will 
surely fall back onto the taxpayers. 

It has been said that societies are judged by the manner in which they care for the least of their 
citizens. In Hawaii, we have a long and proud history of supporting great organizations. I 
recognize that these are difficult times, financially. But the wide variety of services provided to 
our disabled population are critically important, and this is the absolute last place we should 
ever be looking to slash funding. 



If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands of families that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679 SD 1. 

Sincerely, 

Cheryl Crabtree 



WRITTEN ONLY 

TESTIMONY BY GEORGINA K. KAWAMURA 
DIRECTOR, DEPARTMENT OF BUDGET AND FINANCE 

STATE OF HAWAII 
TO THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 

ON 
SENATE BILL NO. 1679, S.D. 1 

March 2, 2009 

RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE FUND 

Senate Bill No. 1679, S.D. 1, appropriates funds from the Emergency and Budget 

Reserve Fund for Fiscal Year 2010 and Fiscal Year 2011 to the Departments of Health, 

Human Services, and Education to maintain levels of programs determined to be essential to 

education, public health and public welfare and for grants to private agencies. 

We are opposed to this bill. Rather than using the Emergency and Budget Reserve 

Fund to supplement general funds, in light of the critical budget shortfall facing the State, we 

believe it is more appropriate to use the Emergency and Budget Reserve Fund to replace 

general funds. Accordingly, in Senate Bill No. 882, we have proposed to use $60 million 

from the Emergency and Budget Reserve Fund to replace general funds that are currently 

appropriated for the health care payments program in Fiscal Year 2009. In addition, in Senate 

Bill No. 883, we have proposed to use another $15 million from the Emergency and Budget 

Reserve Fund to replace general fund appropriations for the health care payments program in 

Fiscal Year 2010. This will leave the Emergency and Budget Reserve Fund with projected 

balances of$6.2 million, $3.5 million and $15.7 million in Fiscal Years 2009, 2010 and 2011, 

respectively. 



Friday, February 27,2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Senator Shan S. Tsutsui 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Ways & Means 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE 
FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2,2009, 9:30am, Conference Room 211 

Dear Senators Mercado and Tsutsui & Members of the Committee on Ways & Means: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679. This bill makes an emergency 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. Specifically I am 
supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Department of Health Respite, DD 
Division DDIMR Waiver, and the DD Division Partnerships in Community Living (PICL) 
Programs. 

I am a person with a disability that has been able to access support because I receive services 
offered in the DDIMR Waiver. With the support of these services I am able to participate in 
meaningful activities that allow me to have a life just like every other person. With services, I get 
to participate with Special Olympics, have fun, and make friends. I now have friends. Going to 
program is good. Everything is good when I get to see staff and my friends. Without services, my 
health and safety would be at risk. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands of families that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679. I can be 
reached at (808)681-0747, for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 

Almer Villanueva 



Friday, February 27,2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Senator Shan S. Tsutsui 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Ways & Means 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE 
FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2,2009, 9:30am, Conference Room 211 

Dear Senators Mercado and Tsutsui & Members of the Committee on Ways & Means: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679. This bill makes an emergency 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. Specifically I am 
supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Department of Health Respite, DD 
Division DDIMR Waiver, and the DD Division Partnerships in Community Living (PICL) 
Programs. 

I am an employee and advocate of participants with disabilities that has been able to access 
support afforded by the services offered in the DDIMR Waiver in order to care for people. With 
the support of these services I am able to provide services and ensure needs are being met and 
that participants are safe. I am able to put family's minds at peace when they need to go to work, 
and know their family members who receive services are able to participate in meaningful 
activities that allow them to have a life just like every other citizen. Without the services provided 
under the MRIDD Waiver, participants may have to be home alone, disengaged from the 
community, and could create major health and safety concerns. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands of families that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679. I can be 
reached at (808)681-0747, for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 

Charles "Bo" Roy 



Friday, February 27,2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Senator Shan S. Tsutsui 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Ways & Means 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE 
FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2,2009, 9:30am, Conference Room 211 

Dear Senators Mercado and Tsutsui & Members of the Committee on Ways & Means: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679. This bill makes an emergency 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. Specifically I am 
supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Department of Health Respite, DD 
Division DDIMR Waiver, and the DD Division Partnerships in Community Living (PICL) 
Programs. 

I am a person with a disability that has been able to access support because I receive services 
offered in the DDIMR Waiver. With the support of these services I am able to participate in 
meaningful activities that allow me to have a life just like every other person. My services help 
me with daily life skills and I get to make friends. I would miss not getting to go on excursions 
and see new things. Without services, my health and safety would be at risk. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands of families that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679. I can be 
reached at (808)681-0747, for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 

Edward Kepa-Smith 



Friday, February 27,2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Senator Shan S. Tsutsui 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Ways & Means 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE 
FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2,2009, 9:30am, Conference Room 211 

Dear Senators Mercado and Tsutsui & Members of the Committee on Ways & Means: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679. This bill makes an emergency 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. Specifically I am 
supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Department of Health Respite, DD 
Division DDIMR Waiver, and the DD Division Partnerships in Community Living (PICL) 
Programs. 

I am a person with a disability that has been able to access support because I receive services 
offered in the DDIMR Waiver. With the support of these services I am able to participate in 
meaningful activities that allow me to have a life just like every other person. I don't want my 
services to be cut. I want to keep coming to Easter Seals Hawai'i. I am learning how to use 
money because I come to program. Without services, my health and safety would be at risk. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands of families that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679. I can be 
reached at (808)681-0747, for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 

Kathleen Tabata 



Friday, February 27,2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Senator Shan S. Tsutsui 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Ways & Means 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE 
FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30am, Conference Room 211 

Dear Senators Mercado and Tsutsui & Members ofthe Committee on Ways & Means: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679. This bill makes an emergency 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. Specifically I am 
supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Department of Health Respite, DD 
Division DDIMR Waiver, and the DD Division Partnerships in Community Living (PICL) 
Programs. 

I am a person with a disability that has been able to access support because I receive services 
offered in the DDIMR Waiver. With the support of these services I am able to participate in 
meaningful activities that allow me to have a life just like every other person. Belonging to a 
program and working with staff makes me happy. I have more fun going to program then if I had 
to stay home alone. I would miss everyone and my health and safety would be at risk. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands of families that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679. I can be 
reached at (808)681-0747, for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 

Leighton Nuibe 



Friday, February 27,2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Senator Shan S. Tsutsui 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Ways & Means 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE 
FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2,2009, 9:30am, Conference Room 211 

Dear Senators Mercado and Tsutsui & Members of the Committee on Ways & Means: 

Please accept this testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679. This bill makes an 
emergency appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain 
the levels of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. 
Specifically I am supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Department of Health 
Respite, DD Division DDIMR Waiver, and the DD Division Partnerships in Community Living 
(PICL) Programs. 

My son Robert and daughter Janet attend Easter Seals Hawai'i and without these funds it would 
be difficult for them to continue. Since they need the continuing socialization and mental 
stimulation this program affords, they would lose a very important part of their lives. This is 
something that I have fought for, for our many deserving challenged adults. Please pass this bill. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands of families that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679. I can be 
reached at (808)672-0099, for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 

Elizabeth Russell 



Friday, February 27,2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Shan S. Tsutsui 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Human Services & Health & the Ways 
and Means Committee 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679 SD 1- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET 
RESERVE FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30am (Joint Committee on Health and Human 
Services & Housing & the Ways and Means Committee), Conference Room 211 

Dear Senators Kim and Tsutsui & Members of the Joint Committees on Human Services and 
Health & the Ways and Means Committee: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679 SD 1. This bill makes an 
emergency appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain 
the levels of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. 
Specifically I am supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Department of Health 
Respite, DD Division DDIMR Waiver, and the DD Division Partnerships in Community Living 
(PICL Programs. 

Hi, my name is Kevin and am a person with a disability that has been able to access support 
afforded by the services offered in the MRIDD Waiver. With the support of these services I am 
able to work on my goals. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands of families that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you for the ()pportunity to present testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679 SD 1. I can 
be reached at ~lHC24~g:, for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 

Kevin Foster 



Friday, February 27, 2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Shan S. Tsutsui 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Human Services & Health & the Ways 
and Means Committee 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679 SD 1- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET 
RESERVE FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30am (Joint Committee on Health and Human 
Services & Housing & the Ways and Means Committee), Conference Room 211 

Dear Senators Kim and Tsutsui & Members of the Joint Committees on Human Services and 
Health & the Ways and Means Committee: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679 SD 1. This bill makes an 
emergency appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain 
the levels of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. 
Specifically I am supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Department of Health 
Respite, DD Division DDIMR Waiver, and the DD Division Partnerships in Community Living 
(PICL Programs. 

I am a parent of a son with a disability that has been able to access support afforded by the 
services offered in the MRIDD Waiver in order to care for my child. With the support of these 
services I am able to know that his needs are being met and that he is safe. My son is able 
participate in meaningful activities that allow him to increase his independence, maintain 
health and safety, continue to participate in his exercise programs, and to have a life just like 
every other citizen. Without the services provided under the MRIDD Waiver, my son would 
have to be home alone, disengagedfrom the community which would be major health and 
safety concern. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands of families that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you forthe opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679 SD 1. I can 

.. '?:i:~~' ~1"'i *!~("'.'''''' 

be reached at 9.i?J~;\~,qmQf for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 

Marlene Miprano 



Friday, February 27,2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Senator Shan S. Tsutsui 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Ways & Means 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE 
FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30am, Conference Room 211 

Dear Senators Mercado and Tsutsui & Members of the Committee on Ways & Means: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679. This bill makes an emergency 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. Specifically I am 
supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Department of Health Respite, DD 
Division DDIMR Waiver, and the DD Division Partnerships in Community Living (PICL) 
Programs. 

I have been an employee of Easter Seals Hawai'i for several years and have had the opportunity 
to work with many adults with Developmental Disabilities. I see how important and meaningful 
these services are for the people we serve and because of these services, people do not need to 
stay home and are able to have, and lead, real lives. People are able to get jobs, be active 
members of their communities, and make lasting and real friendships. 

Since the State's recent budget reduction I have seen many changes to participant's services. 
Some have shown an increase in needs for supports while others are more withdrawn from 
offered activities and are struggling with the reduction in service days or hours. Other people at 
our program are concerned because they are missing out on much needed social skills 
opportunities that support them to build real and meaningful relationships with others. This in 
turn leads to health and safety concerns for the people we support. Please pass this bill. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands of families that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679. I can be 
reached at (808) 681-0747, for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 

Michelle Kane 



Friday, February 27,2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Senator Shan S. Tsutsui 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Ways & Means 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2,2009, 9:30am, Conference Room 211 

Dear Senators Mercado and Tsutsui & Members of the Committee on Ways & Means: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679. This bill makes an emergency appropriation from the 
emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels of programs determined to be essential to 
education, public health, and welfare. Specifically I am supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the 
Department of Health Respite, DD Division DDIMR Waiver, and the DD Division Partnerships in Community Living 
(PICL Programs.) 

I work for a provider agency as a Service Supervisor who covers cases of people with developmental disabilities. 
I have seen first hand the effect of the recent budget reduction on families and participants and it has been a devastating 
process. Many of our families rely on services funded by the waiver program to work, support their loved ones and their 
household finances. Many families are unable to provide the opportunities that our provider agencies can provide for 
these participants. 

With these essential services, our participants are able to learn valuable life skills in a safe environment. Our 
people are able to be included in their community with these waiver funded supports which every person on earth is 
entitled to. Many of the supports that we provide, families can not provide for the simple reason that they do not have the 
tools or resources that we do. I have assisted many participants with utilizing visual supports at day programs that 
families just do not have the resources for. 

In reaction to the budget reduction, I have had to sat down with many family members who provide services to 
their loved ones and listen to their stories of how they do not know how they are going to make ends meet now that their 
hours have been cut so significantly. Others have shared how disappointed and sad they are that now their loved one will 
no longer be able to attend our ADH program which essentially means they will lose out on many opportunities that 
families can not provided 

After sitting down with all my families I support and doing my best to support them through this process, I have 
had to sit down with many staff to tell them that their hours have been cut so dramatically, now they are at risk of losing 
their benefits. The past couple of months have been so dismal; this budget reduction has affected so many people; not just 
the participants we serve. Our families and staff who have dedicated their lives to supporting people with disabilities truly 
believe that people are people, no matter what disability they may have. 

Since I have been in the field of supporting people with disabilities, I have seen the quality of services we are able 
to provide dramatically and steadily improve. We have moved from excommunicating people from the world of "normal" 
by institutionalizing people to believing that ALL people have rights no matter what shape, size or disability. Cutting these 
funds and services will push us backwards many years. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk the thousands of 
families that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. Thank you for the opportunity to present 
testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679. I can be reached at 678-3754, for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 

Sara Ann Dinkelo 



Friday, February 27,2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Senator Shan S. Tsutsui 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Ways & Means 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30am, Conference Room 211 

Dear Senators Mercado and Tsutsui & Members of the Committee on Ways & Means: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679. This bill makes an emergency appropriation from the 
emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels of programs determined to be essential to 
education, public health, and welfare. Specifically I am supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the 
Department of Health Respite, DD Division DDIMR Waiver, and the DD Division Partnerships in Community Living 
(PICL Programs.) 

I care for my sister who has a developmental disability. The support my sister receives through the MRiDD 
Waiver allows her to access support to a variety of programs that help support our household, my sister's quality of life, 
and her access of her community. 

The Waiver allows me to get paid for supporting my sister through a provider agency. With out this support, I 
would not be able to support our household as I am unable to have another job. My sister is also able to work on her 
independence through the support of the day programs she attends. The programs provide meaningful activities and 
access into the community. These programs also support my sister with learning life skills and allow her to learn to do 
more things for herself. Since my sister's first language is Vietnamese, these programs assist my sister with learning 
better English and communicating her wants and needs more on her own. 

The services that my sister receives are crucial for our household survival and also for my sister's quality of life. 
The services that she receives gives her the ability to participate in meaningful activities that allow her to have a life just 
like every other citizen. With out the services provided under the MRiDD Waiver, my sister would have to stay home and 
be disengaged from the community. Also, I would no longer be able to support our household's financial needs. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk the thousands of 
families that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. Thank you for the opportunity to present 
testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679. I can be reached at677-4717, for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 

Nu Giang 



Friday, February 27,2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Senator Shan S. Tsutsui 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Ways & Means 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30am, Conference Room 211 

Dear Senators Mercado and Tsutsui & Members of the Committee on Ways & Means: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679. This bill makes an emergency appropriation from the 
emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels of programs determined to be essential to 
education, public health, and welfare. Specifically I am supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the 
Department of Health Respite, DD Division DDIMR Waiver, and the DD Division Partnerships in Community Living 
(PICL Programs.) 

I care for my nephew who has a developmental disability. As a result of the recent budget reduction, he is no 
longer able to attend his day program Monday through Friday; he has to stay home on Fridays now. Also, it has resulted 
a cut in my own hours which has affected our household's situation dramatically. 

When my nephew attends the day program, he is able to access his community and his challenging behaviors are 
supported. Also, since I am also caringfor my husband who's health has recently declined, I am overwhelmed at home. I 
try to do my best to support my nephew and my husband but it is often taxing on my own health as well as I do not often 
get a break. 

The Adult Day Habilitation program that my nephew attends is crucial in obtaining behavioral supports that he 
needs, participating in meaningful activities and overall, they are able to support Martin in ways that I am not capable of 
at home. 

Without the services provided under the MRiDD Waiver, my nephew would miss out on meaningful opportunities 
for him to manage his challenging behaviors and participate in activities that are crucial for him having a meaningful 
life. Since I do not drive, I am unable to assist my nephew with going out into the community very often. 

Without these services, I would lose my paycheck that I receive assisting my nephew with his provider agency 
and also I will miss out on the support that they provide to me and my family to assist Martin. Since I have to care for 
both my nephew and my husband, I am unable to work any other job and the funding that this service brings into my 
household is vital for survival. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk the thousands of 
families that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. Thank you for the opportunity to present 
testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679. I can be reached at 734-0925, for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 

Blossom Asunsion 



Friday, February 27,2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Senator Shan S. Tsutsui 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Ways & Means 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE 
FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2,2009, 9:30am, Conference Room 211 

Dear Senators Mercado and Tsutsui & Members of the Committee on Ways & Means: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679. This bill makes an emergency 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. Specifically I am 
supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Department of Health Respite, DD 
Division DDIMR Waiver, and the DD Division Partnerships in Community Living (PICL 
Programs. 

I am a parent of a daughter with a disability that has been able to access support afforded by 
the services offered in the MRiDD Waiver. The services that my daughter receives are essential 
to her involvement in the community. Because of these services my daughter can be involved in 
the community and have access to activities like the Special Olympics. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands of families that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679. I can be 
reached at685-4644, for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 
Paul Kelley 



Friday, February 27, 2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Senator Shan S. Tsutsui 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Ways & Means 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE 
FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2,2009, 9:30am, Conference Room 211 

Dear Senators Mercado and Tsutsui & Members of the Committee on Ways & Means: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679. This bill makes an emergency 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. Specifically I am 
supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Department of Health Respite, DD 
Division DDIMR Waiver, and the DD Division Partnerships in Community Living (PICL 
Programs. 

I am a parent of a daughter with a disability that has been able to access support afforded by 
the services offered in the MRIDD Waiver. Because of these services I am able to go to work 
and have her be in a safe environment where her personal needs are met. Without these 
services I may not be able to work and meet my own family's needs or pay my mortgage. There 
is no other place for my daughter to go that could take care of her. If services were lost I would 
have to quite my job to care for her and we would loose our home. My daughter was born with 
only one kidney and also has seizures so she needs to be constantly monitored to make sure her 
medical needs are met. Without these services it would be impossible to meet her needs. I want 
you to be aware that my daughter is not just a case or another number but she is a real person 
who cannot take care of herself unless I can receive the help provided by the MRIDD waiver. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands of families that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679. I can be 
reached at 255-4897, for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 
Janelle Gugudan 



Friday, February 27,2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Senator Shan S. Tsutsui 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Ways & Means 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE 
FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30am, Conference Room 211 

Dear Senators Mercado and Tsutsui & Members of the Committee on Ways & Means: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679. This bill makes an emergency 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. Specifically I am 
supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Department of Health Respite, DD 
Division DDIMR Waiver, and the DD Division Partnerships in Community Living (PICL) 
Programs. 

I am a mother of a daughter with a disability that has been able to access support afforded by 
the services offered in the MRIDD Waiver. Through the DD waver program I am most grateful 
for services that my daughter receives. She is not home bound and is out in the community 
where she has opportunities to make friends, socialize, learn to make good choices, and 
participate in activities such as water exercise, country line dancing and stretching. With the 
services my daughter is like a plant that has the right environment and nutrients to grow. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands of families that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679. I can be 
reached at 839-4912, for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 
Janice Chang 



Friday, February 27,2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Senator Shan S. Tsutsui 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Ways & Means 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE 
FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30am, Conference Room 211 

Dear Senators Mercado and Tsutsui & Members of the Committee on Ways & Means: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679. This bill makes an emergency 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. Specifically I am 
supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Department of Health Respite, DD 
Division DDIMR Waiver, and the DD Division Partnerships in Community Living (PICL) 
Programs. 

I am a sister of a person with a disability who has been able to access supports afforded by the 
MRiDD Waiver. With the support of these services I am able to go to work knowing that her 
needs are being met and that she is safe. My sister needs routine to function and the loss of this 
routine would result in confusion and increased agitation for her. My sister also has a great 
bond with her community based provider and this bond is essential to continuity of care and 
helps her to increase her daily functioning. My sister also has alzheimer's and Dementia and a 
disruption in her routine may worsen these disorders. Without these services my sister would 
not be able to be as active or involved in the community. Not only am I able to go to work 
knowing that my sister is safe, but with these services she is able to participate in meaningful 
activities that allow her to have a life just like every other citizen. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands of families that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679. I can be 
reached at 351-7508, for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 
Peggy Maki 



Friday, February 27,2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Senator Shan S. Tsutsui 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Ways & Means 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE 
FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30am, Conference Room 211 

Dear Senators Mercado and Tsutsui & Members of the Committee on Ways & Means: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679. This bill makes an emergency 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. Specifically I am 
supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Department of Health Respite, DD 
Division DDIMR Waiver, and the DD Division Partnerships in Community Living (PICL) 
Programs. 

I am a sister of a person with a disability that has been able to access support afforded by the 
services offered in the MRIDD Waiver. Without these services my sister would not be able to 
participate in community activities. Without these services she would not be able to get the help 
that she needs like being active and healthy within the community. Because my sister is able to 
have these services she is able to participate in meaningful activities within the community and 
live life like every other citizen. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands of families that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679. I can be 
reached at 262-4515, for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 
Cynthia Silva 



Friday, February 27, 2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Senator Shan S. Tsutsui 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Ways & Means 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE 
FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30am, Conference Room 211 

Dear Senators Mercado and Tsutsui & Members of the Committee on Ways & Means: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679. This bill makes an emergency 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. Specifically I am 
supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Department of Health Respite, DD 
Division DDIMR Waiver, and the DD Division Partnerships in Community Living (PICL) 
Programs. 

I am a mother of a daughter with a disability that has been able to access support afforded by 
the services offered in the MRIDD Waiver. I am a single parent and my income is all of the 
support that I have. If there are any more cuts in services I will have to stay home to take care 
of my child and we will suffer severe financial diffiCUlty. My child has cerebral palsy and 
epilepsy and I know that her care takers are trained to handle a seizure if she has one. I know 
that because of these services she is safe and I am able to work because she can be safe with 
her care providers. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands of families that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679. I can be 
reached at 551-5398, for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 
Julie Pleasanton 



Friday, February 27,2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Senator Shan S. Tsutsui 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Ways & Means 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE 
FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30am, Conference Room 211 

Dear Senators Mercado and Tsutsui & Members of the Committee on Ways & Means: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679. This bill makes an emergency 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. Specifically I am 
supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Department of Health Respite, DD 
Division DDIMR Waiver, and the DD Division Partnerships in Community Living (PICL) 
Programs. 

I am a guardian of a niece with a disability that has been able to access support afforded by the 
services offered in the MRIDD Waiver. These services are important because they teach her 
independent living skills. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands of families that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679. I can be 
reached at 235-7621, for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 
Brenda Abe 



Friday, February 27, 2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Senator Shan S. Tsutsui 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Ways & Means 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE 
FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2,2009, 9:30am, Conference Room 211 

Dear Senators Mercado and Tsutsui & Members of the Committee on Ways & Means: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679. This bill makes an emergency 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. Specifically I am 
supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Department of Health Respite, DD 
Division DDIMR Waiver, and the DD Division Partnerships in Community Living (PICL) 
Programs. 

I am a grandparent who has adopted my grandson with a disability that has been able to access 
support afforded by the services offered in the MRIDD Waiver. I am at the age where I cannot 
provide all of the supports that he needs and I cannot be as active with him as a young parent 
could be. The community based provide helps me to take my grandson to events and essential 
activities in his community. I want the hours to be restoredfor my grandson because he has 
very few hours of supports and when these hours are cut it makes a huge impact on his life. 
Without services my grandson would not be able to participate in the Special Olympics and 
would not be able to be actively involved in his community living life like everyone else. 
Without services my grandson would not have help and support to learn independent living 
skills. I believe that part of the money should go to the department of health to help provide 
services for the DDIMR population. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands of families that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679. I can be 
reached at 625-9183, for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 
Linda Cabael 



Friday, February 27, 2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Senator Shan S. Tsutsui 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Ways & Means 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE 
FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30am, Conference Room 211 

Dear Senators Mercado and Tsutsui & Members of the Committee on Ways & Means: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679. This bill makes an emergency 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. Specifically I am 
supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Department of Health Respite, DD 
Division DDIMR Waiver, and the DD Division Partnerships in Community Living (PICL) 
Programs. 

I am a parent of a son with a disability that has been able to access support afforded by the 
services offered in the MRIDD Waiver. My son benefits greatly from these services because 
they provide him with instruction on life skills, develop his independence and social 
interaction. My son would not be able to get these supports without the funding provided by the 
MRiDD Waiver. Easter Seals is an extremely important part of his life. It is so important for 
my son to lead a "normal" life, and with these supports he is able to get out into the community 
and really thrive as an individual. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands of families that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679. I can be 
reached at 623-6501, for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 
Barbara Burke 



Friday, February 27,2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Senator Shan S. Tsutsui 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Ways & Means 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE 
FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30am, Conference Room 211 

Dear Senators Mercado and Tsutsui & Members of the Committee on Ways & Means: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679. This bill makes an emergency 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. Specifically I am 
supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Department of Health Respite, DD 
Division DDIMR Waiver, and the DD Division Partnerships in Community Living (PICL) 
Programs. 

I am a parent of a son with a disability that has been able to access support afforded by the 
services offered in the MRIDD Waiver. Without these services he could not be involved in the 
community. If he did not have these services he would be at home and not able to attend 
community events. Ifeel that it is really importantfor the DD community to receive services. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands of families that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679. I can be 
reached at 221-2971, for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 
Sherry Harada 



Friday, February 27, 2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Senator Shan S. Tsutsui 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Ways & Means 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE 
FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30am, Conference Room 211 

Dear Senators Mercado and Tsutsui & Members of the Committee on Ways & Means: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679. This bill makes an emergency 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. Specifically I am 
supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Department of Health Respite, DD 
Division DDIMR Waiver, and the DD Division Partnerships in Community Living (PICL) 
Programs. 

I am a parent of a son with a disability that has been able to access support afforded by the 
services offered in the MRIDD Waiver. There have been cuts made already and my son has 
been affected by this because due to these cuts he no longer has one on one services. The lack 
of one on one service greatly affects my son because he is not able to participate in community 
events and which impacts his learning. I am in favor of any funding that can help restore these 
services. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands of families that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679. I can be 
reached at 221-2971, for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 
Lauree Kaleikau-Gill 



Friday, February 27, 2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Senator Shan S. Tsutsui 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Ways & Means 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE 
FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2,2009, 9:30am, Conference Room 211 

Dear Senators Mercado and Tsutsui & Members of the Committee on Ways & Means: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679. This bill makes an emergency 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. Specifically I am 
supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Department of Health Respite, DD 
Division DDIMR Waiver, and the DD Division Partnerships in Community Living (PICL) 
Programs. 

I am a parent of a daughter with a disability that has been able to access support afforded by 
the services offered in the MRIDD Waiver. These services have helped my daughter in learning 
to socialize and could help her to work toward employment in thefuture. Ifeel that with this 
support she would be able to become more independent and give back to the community. I 
really want my daughter to become more independent but she has not yet been able to learn 
how to cross the street safely. With the services that she has gotten in the past under the DD 
Waiver she has improve her awareness of safety issues in the community. Routine and 
repetition are very important to her learning. The more she is out in the community and in 
those types of environments the more successful she will be in achieving her goals of safety 
and independence. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands of families that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679. I can be 
reached at 351-5935, for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 
Rachel Tanaka 



Friday, February 27,2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Senator Shan S. Tsutsui 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Ways & Means 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE 
FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2,2009, 9:30am, Conference Room 211 

Dear Senators Mercado and Tsutsui & Members of the Committee on Ways & Means: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679. This bill makes an emergency 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. Specifically I am 
supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Department of Health Respite, DD 
Division DDIMR Waiver, and the DD Division Partnerships in Community Living (PICL) 
Programs. 

I am a parent of a son with a disability that has been able to access support afforded by the 
services offered in the MRIDD Waiver. Depriving our sonfrom monthly services that allow 
him to go out into the community and participate in community activities. This is a disruption 
in his routine and he can no longer participate in these activities because he does not have the 
community based provider as a support. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands of families that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679. I can be 
reached at 291-0362, for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 
Gordon Sam 



Friday, February 27,2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Senator Shan S. Tsutsui 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Ways & Means 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2,2009, 9:30am, Conference Room 211 

Dear Senators Mercado and Tsutsui & Members of the Committee on Ways & Means: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679. This bill makes an emergency appropriation from the 
emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels of programs determined to be essential to 
education, public health, and welfare. Specifically I am supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the 
Department of Health Respite, DD Division DDIMR Waiver, and the DD Division Partnerships in Community Living 
(PICL) Programs. 

I am a service supervisor at an agency that provides services to the MRiDD Waiver population. As you already know 
the families that we serve have been asked to make cuts and sacrifice services because of the recent budget reductions. 
Many families have lost 15% or more of their services and are in a tight spot. Several participants in our program are 
severely disabled and need constant care. Ifeel that it is unfair to ask these people to take a cut in services because they 
would not be able to hold down ajob and carefor their loved one without the support provided by the MRIDD Waiver. 
This means that families will have to give up their jobs to stay at home and provide care, resulting in other 
consequences like loosing their home because of inability to pay their mortgage or going on welfare because of the 
lack of income to support their family. If families do not quit their jobs they will be forced to place their loved on in an 
institution because there will be no one else to provide care for them. Either way, it will ultimately be more expensive 
for the state to provide institutional care or other welfare services to families than it will be for the state to award some 
money from the emergency reserve budget to ensure that this does not happen. Please do not make an already bad 
financial situation worse for families, participants and the state in general. I urge you to use some of the money from 
the Emergency reserve budget to help support our families in these difficult economic times. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk the thousands of 
families that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. Thank you for the opportunity to present 
testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679. I can be reached at 678-3754, for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 
Danielle Giroux, B.A. 



Friday, February 27, 2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Senator Shan S. Tsutsui 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Ways & Means 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE 
FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30am, Conference Room 211 

Dear Senators Mercado and Tsutsui & Members of the Committee on Ways & Means: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679. This bill makes an emergency 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. Specifically I am 
supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Department of Health Respite, DD 
Division DDIMR Waiver, and the DD Division Partnerships in Community Living (PICL) 
Programs. 

I am a parent of a son with a disability that has been able to access support afforded by the 
services offered in the MRIDD Waiver in order to care for my child. My son has benefited 
greatly from the supports provided by this program This program has provided my son with 
routine and support within the community. These supports have allowed him to participate in 
community activities that he would not otherwise have the chance to be involved in. This 
program has also enabled my son to participate in meaningful activities in the community 
when he would otherwise be at home. Without the services provided by the MRIDD waiver, my 
son would have to be at home disengagedfrom the community. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands of families that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679. I can be 
reached at 456-9893, for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 
Lianna McMillan 



Friday, February 27,2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Shan S. Tsutsui 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Human Services & Health & the Ways 
and Means Committee 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679 SD 1- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET 
RESERVE FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30am (Joint Committee on Health and Human 
Services & Housing & the Ways and Means Committee), Conference Room 211 

Dear Senators Kim and Tsutsui & Members of the Joint Committees on Human Services and 
Health & the Ways and Means Committee: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679 SD 1. This bill makes an 
emergency appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain 
the levels of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. 
Specifically I am supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Department of Health 
Respite, DD Division DDIMR Waiver, and the DD Division Partnerships in Community Living 
(PICL Programs. 

I am an individual with a disability that has been able to access support afforded by the 
services offered in the MRIDD Waiver. With the support of these services I am able to access 
my community and work on developing my life skills. I am also able participate in meaningful 
activities that allow me to have a life just like every other citizen. Without the services provided 
under the MRIDD Waiver, I would have to be home alone, disengagedfrom the community 
which would be major health and safety concern as both my mother and sister work and are 
busy. Receiving services makes me happy. I do not like staying at home. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands of families that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679 SD 1. I can 
be contacted at 16-785 Kikania, Kea'au, HI 96749 for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 

Anna-Lisa Pabro 



Friday, February 27,2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Shan S. Tsutsui 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Human Services & Health & the Ways 
and Means Committee 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679 SD 1- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET 
RESERVE FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2,2009, 9:30am (Joint Committee on Health and Human 
Services & Housing & the Ways and Means Committee), Conference Room 211 

Dear Senators Kim and Tsutsui & Members of the Joint Committees on Human Services and 
Health & the Ways and Means Committee: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679 SD 1. This bill makes an 
emergency appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain 
the levels of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. 
Specifically I am supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Department of Health 
Respite, DD Division DDIMR Waiver, and the DD Division Partnerships in Community Living 
(PICL Programs. 

I am a person who receives PAB 1 services through the DDIMR Medicaid Waiver Program. 
Through this program, I am able to socialize with my friends and make more friends. I am able 
to exercise every day and stay healthy in a safe environment. I can also work to improve on my 
life skills such as cooking, budgeting, attending necessary appointments, shopping, etc. I really 
enjoy receiving services and being a part of my community. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands of families that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Snpport of SB 1679 SD 1. I can 
be reached at 933-2344 for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 

Chloe Awong-Seghom 



Friday, February 27,2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Shan S. Tsutsui 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Human Services & Health & the Ways 
and Means Committee 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679 SD 1- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET 
RESERVE FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30am (Joint Committee on Health and Human 
Services & Housing & the Ways and Means Committee), Conference Room 211 

Dear Senators Kim and Tsutsui & Members of the Joint Committees on Human Services and 
Health & the Ways and Means Committee: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679 SD 1. This bill makes an 
emergency appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain 
the levels of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. 
Specifically I am supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Department of Health 
Respite, DD Division DDIMR Waiver, and the DD Division Partnerships in Community Living 
(PICL Programs. 

I am a parent of a daughter with a disability that has been able to access support afforded by 
the services offered in the MRIDD Waiver in order to carefor my child. With the support of 
these services I am able to go to work knowing that her needs are being met and that she is 
safe. Not only am I able to go to work, but my daughter is able participate in meaningful 
activities that allow her to have a life just like every other citizen. Without the services 
provided under the MRIDD Waiver, my daughter would have to be home alone, disengaged 
from the community which would be major health and safety concern. For these reasons, I 
am very upset. Why should our children be punished! It is improper and unprofessional for 
services to be taken away from these vulnerable and unfortunate kids. Why do our kids have to 
go without all the time. These funds help my daughter and other individuals with disabilities a 
"normal" life. My daughter is entitled to these funds. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands of families that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679 SD 1. I can 
be reached at 854-6833 for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 
Debbie Seghom 



Friday, February 27, 2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Shan S. Tsutsui 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Human Services & Health & the Ways 
and Means Committee 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679 SD 1- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET 
RESERVE FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2,2009, 9:30am (Joint Committee on Health and Human 
Services & Housing & the Ways and Means Committee), Conference Room 211 

Dear Senators Kim and Tsutsui & Members of the Joint Committees on Human Services and 
Health & the Ways and Means Committee: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679 SD 1. This bill makes an 
emergency appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain 
the levels of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. 
Specifically I am supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Department of Health 
Respite, DD Division DDIMR Waiver, and the DD Division Partnerships in Community Living 
(PICL Programs. 

I am a parent of a daughter with a disability that has been able to access support afforded by 
the services offered in the MRIDD Waiver in order to carefor my child. With the support of 
these services I am able to go to work knowing that her needs are being met and that she is 
safe. Not only am I able to go to work, but my daughter is able participate in meaningful 
activities that allow her to have a life just like every other citizen. Without the services 
provided under the MRIDD Waiver, my daughter would have to be home alone, disengaged 
from the community which would be major health and safety concern. For these reasons, I 
am very upset. Why should our children be punished! It is improper and unprofessional for 
services to be taken away from these vulnerable and unfortunate kids. Why do our kids have to 
go without all the time. These funds help my daughter and other individuals with disabilities a 
"normal" life. My daughter is entitled to these funds. 

lfthe emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands of families that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679 SD 1. I can 
be reached at 854-6833 for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 
Debbie Seghom 



Friday, February 27,2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Shan S. Tsutsui 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Human Services & Health & the Ways 
and Means Committee 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679 SD 1- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET 
RESERVE FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2,2009, 9:30am (Joint Committee on Health and Human 
Services & Housing & the Ways and Means Committee), Conference Room 211 

Dear Senators Kim and Tsutsui & Members of the Joint Committees on Human Services and 
Health & the Ways and Means Committee: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679 SD 1. This bill makes an 
emergency appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain 
the levels of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. 
Specifically I am supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Department of Health 
Respite, DD Division DDIMR Waiver, and the DD Division Partnerships in Community Living 
(PICL Programs. 

My name is Gavin-John Mata and I am a Community Based ProviderlDirect Service Worker 
and work with individuals with Developmental Disabilities. I support this bill because these 
services are important. Participants get to interact with their community and their community 
gets to interact with them. We are all the same and our participants should be themselves. 
Without this service, our participants wouldn't be able to access the community and would be 
left at home majority of the time. Let's help them to become contributing members of the 
community. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands of families that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679 SD 1. I can 
be reached at 756-0998 for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 
Gavin-John Mata 
2706 Pulima Dr. 
Hilo, HI 96720 



Friday, February 27,2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Shan S. Tsutsui 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Human Services & Health & the Ways 
and Means Committee 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679 SD 1- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET 
RESERVE FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30am (Joint Committee on Health and Human 
Services & Housing & the Ways and Means Committee), Conference Room 211 

Dear Senators Kim and Tsutsui & Members of the Joint Committees on Human Services and 
Health & the Ways and Means Committee: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679 SD 1. This bill makes an 
emergency appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain 
the levels of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. 
Specifically I am supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Department of Health 
Respite, DD Division DDIMR Waiver, and the DD Division Partnerships in Community Living 
(PICL Programs. 

My name is Gavin-John Mata and I am a Community Based Provider/Direct Service Worker 
and work with individuals with Developmental Disabilities. I support this bill because these 
services are important. Participants get to interact with their community and their community 
gets to interact with them. We are all the same and our participants should be themselves. 
Without this service, our participants wouldn't be able to access the community and would be 
left at home majority of the time. Let's help them to become contributing members of the 
community. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands of families that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679 SD 1. I can 
be reached at 756-0998 for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 
Gavin-John Mata 
2706 Pulima Dr. 
Hilo, HI 96720 



Friday, February 27,2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Shan S. Tsutsui 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Human Services & Health & the Ways 
and Means Committee 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679 SD 1- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET 
RESERVE FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30am (Joint Committee on Health and Human 
Services & Housing & the Ways and Means Committee), Conference Room 211 

Dear Senators Kim and Tsutsui & Members of the Joint Committees on Human Services and 
Health & the Ways and Means Committee: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679 SD 1. This bill makes an 
emergency appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain 
the levels of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. 
Specifically I am supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Department of Health 
Respite, DD Division DDIMR Waiver, and the DD Division Partnerships in Community Living 
(PICL Programs. 
I am a provider for a young girl with a disability that has been able to access support afforded 
by the services offered in the MRIDD Waiver in order to receive care. With the support of 
these services the parents of the child I work with are able to go to work knowing that their 
child is safe and her needs are being met. Not only is the parent able to go to work but her 
daughter is able to participate in meaningful activities that allow her to have a life just like 
every other citizen. Without the services provided under the MRIDD Waiver, this young lady 
would have to be home alone, disengaged from the community which would be a major health 
and safety concern. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands of families that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679 SD 1. I can 
be reached at (808) 990-2701, for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 

Nalani Aiwohi 



Friday, February 27,2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Shan S. Tsutsui 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Human Services & Health & the Ways 
and Means Committee 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679 SD 1- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET 
RESERVE FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30am (Joint Committee on Health and Human 
Services & Housing & the Ways and Means Committee), Conference Room 211 

Dear Senators Kim and Tsutsui & Members of the Joint Committees on Human Services and 
Health & the Ways and Means Committee: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679 SD 1. This bill makes an 
emergency appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain 
the levels of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. 
Specifically I am supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Department of Health 
Respite, DD Division DDIMR Waiver, and the DD Division Partnerships in Community Living 
(PICL Programs. 
The services my daughter receives has changed her life and made my life a lot more manageable. My 
daughter has Downs Syndrome and was very difficult to teach her appropriate things to do. With 
the attention I need to give to my ailing husband, who has prostate cancer, and is on dialysis, having 
no use of his hands or feet due to a stroke he suffered some years ago, it was very difficult to manage 
the needs of my daughter. The Personal Assistant services she receives from the Medicaid Waiver 
program has allowed my daughter to grow towards independence. She is able to do things for herself 
like brush her own teeth, know that she can leave the store after getting a treat, and following a 
visual schedule to be more independent with her responsibilities after school. The services she 
receives are definitely invaluable services that have changed her and her whole family's well-being. 
lfthe emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands of families that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679 SD 1. I can 
be reached at (808) 956-7294, for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 

Valerie Thompson 



Friday, February 27,2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Shan S. Tsutsui 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Human Services & Health & the Ways 
and Means Committee 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679 SD 1- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET 
RESERVE FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2,2009, 9:30am (Joint Committee on Health and Human 
Services & Housing & the Ways and Means Committee), Conference Room 211 

Dear Senators Kim and Tsutsui & Members of the Joint Committees on Human Services and 
Health & the Ways and Means Committee: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679 SD 1. This bill makes an 
emergency appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain 
the levels of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. 
Specifically I am supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Department of Health 
Respite, DD Division DDIMR Waiver, and the DD Division Partnerships in Community Living 
(PICL Programs. 
The Personal Assistance / Habilitation (PAB) services from the DDIMR Waiver program that my 
daughter receives is a necessary service that has proven to be beneficial to her health and over all 
well-being. Without these services, my daughter would be at home since there are no other programs 
suitable to meet my daughter's needs. No other program is skilled and trained to curtail the kinds of 
behaviors my daughter displays in situations that only she encounters where coping can be difficult. 
Through the years of receiving PAB services, my daughter has matured, her character molded to 
where she's able to handle situations in a more manageable way. She has made good progress and 
continues to improve in every aspect of her life. Currently she's researching job opportunities, and 
volunteers at a pre-school, becoming a contributing member of her community. 
If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at 
risk the thousands of families that are or were served each month in these very valuable 
programs. Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679 SD 
1. I can be reached at (808) 959-1198, for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 

Mary Lou Benevides 



Friday, February 27,2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Shan S. Tsutsui 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Human Services & Health & the Ways 
and Means Committee 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679 SD 1- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET 
RESERVE FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30am (Joint Committee on Health and Human 
Services & Housing & the Ways and Means Committee), Conference Room 211 

Dear Senators Kim and Tsutsui & Members of the Joint Committees on Human Services and 
Health & the Ways and Means Committee: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679. This bill makes an emergency 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. Specifically I am 
supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Department of Health Respite, DD 
Division DDIMR Waiver, and the DD Division Partnerships in Community Living (PICL 
Programs. 

I am a sibling and caregiver of a person with a disability that has been able to access support 
afforded by the services offered in the MRiDD Waiver in order to carefor my brother. 
Receiving services has helped my brother be able to live with his family instead of living in a 
care home, where he wouldn't be happy. Through services, he is able to be more independent 
and receives the best care possible. He receives help with personal care needs and a lot more. 
If he lived in a care home, it would cost the state and tax payers a lot more money to care for 
him and he wouldn't be able to get the quality, 24-hour care he does now. With the support of 
these services, I know that his needs are being met and that he is safe. My brother is able 
participate in meaningful activities that allow him to have a life just like every other citizen. 
Without the services provided under the MRiDD Waiver, my brother would be in a care home, 
disengagedfrom the community which would be major health and safety concern. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands of families that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679. I can be 
reached at 640-2772 or 15-573 South Puni Mauka Lp. Pahoa, HI 96778 for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 
Harriet Schilling 



Friday, February 27,2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Shan S. Tsutsui 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Human Services & Health & the Ways 
and Means Committee 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679 SD 1- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET 
RESERVE FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30am (Joint Committee on Health and Human 
Services & Housing & the Ways and Means Committee), Conference Room 211 

Dear Senators Kim and Tsutsui & Members of the Joint Committees on Human Services and 
Health & the Ways and Means Committee: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679 SD 1. This bill makes an 
emergency appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain 
the levels of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. 
Specifically I am supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Department of Health 
Respite, DD Division DDIMR Waiver, and the DD Division Partnerships in Community Living 
(PICL Programs. 

My name is Nanimahealani Saffery and I am a Community Based ProviderlDirect Service 
Worker for an individual with a developmental disability receiving supportfrom the MRIDD 
Waiver. Ifeel that the service and support I provide is really good in helping my participant 
get out in to the community and work on important life skills goals. Without these services, my 
participant would not be a participating member of the community and she would not be able 
to access the community as much as her mother and sister are very busy. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands of families that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679 SD 1. I can 
be reached at 938-9200 for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 

Nanimahealani Saffery 



Friday, February 27, 2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Shan S. Tsutsui 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Human Services & Health & the Ways 
and Means Committee 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679 SD 1- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET 
RESERVE FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2,2009, 9:30am (Joint Committee on Health and Human 
Services & Housing & the Ways and Means Committee), Conference Room 211 

Dear Senators Kim and Tsutsui & Members of the Joint Committees on Human Services and 
Health & the Ways and Means Committee: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679 SD 1. This bill makes an 
emergency appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain 
the levels of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. 
Specifically I am supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Department of Health 
Respite, DD Division DDIMR Waiver, and the DD Division Partnerships in Community Living 
(PICL Programs. 

My name is Tisha Takazawa and I work with individuals with disabilities every day. I support 
SB 1679 because the money would help us to support individual with disabilities. Benefits of 
this program include Socialization, Community Access, Improving Life Skills, developing self­
worth, etc. It is a fact that there is a high rate of isolation among individuals with disabilities 
and one ofthefocuses of this program is to support our participants to become contributing 
members of their community. A lot of the participants I work with would be left home alone or 
have to be put into a care home if they were unable to receive services. We have done simple 
things such as help individuals get to their doctor'sldentist's appointments, learn to cook, clean 
their home, do the laundry, or personal care items such as taking a bath, assist in feeding, 
accessing the community or even volunteering and getting ajob. All of these items are 
meaningful to these individuals. These services help individuals with disabilities to have 
"normal" lives and to be ''just like everyone else." Our participants are able to go out into the 
community through our program. Without it, they would be left home alone andfor many of 
these individuals, it would be a major health and safety concern. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands of families that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. 
Mahalo for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679 SD 1. I can be 
reached at 640-4328 for any further questions. 



Sincerely, 

Tisha Takazawa 
27-1049 Mamalahoa Hwy. 
Pepe'ekeo, HI 96783 



Friday, February 27,2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Shan S. Tsutsui 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Human Services & Health & the Ways 
and Means Committee 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679 SD 1- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET 
RESERVE FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2,2009, 9:30am (Joint Committee on Health and Human 
Services & Housing & the Ways and Means Committee), Conference Room 211 

Dear Senators Kim and Tsutsui & Members of the Joint Committees on Human Services and 
Health & the Ways and Means Committee: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679 SD 1. This bill makes an 
emergency appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain 
the levels of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. 
Specifically I am supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Department of Health 
Respite, DD Division DDIMR Waiver, and the DD Division Partnerships in Community Living 
(PICL Programs. 

I am a parent of a son with a disability that has been able to access support afforded by the 
services offered in the MRIDD Waiver in order to carefor my child. With the support of these 
services I am able to go to work knowing that his needs are being met and that he is safe. Not 
only am I able to go to work, but my son is able participate in meaningful activities that allow 
him to have a life just like every other citizen. Without the services provided under the MRIDD 
Waiver, my son would have to be home alone, disengagedfrom the community which would be 
major health and safety concern. 

Ifthe emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands of families that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679 SD 1. I can 
be reached at 9:68~6,Q~:~" for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 

Dolores Verbanic 



Friday, February 27,2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Shan S. Tsutsui 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Human Services & Health & the Ways 
and Means Committee 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679 SD 1- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET 
RESERVE FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30am (Joint Committee on Health and Human 
Services & Housing & the Ways and Means Committee), Conference Room 211 

Dear Senators Kim and Tsutsui & Members of the Joint Committees on Human Services and 
Health & the Ways and Means Committee: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679 SD 1. This bill makes an 
emergency appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain 
the levels of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. 
Specifically I am supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Department of Health 
Respite, DD Division DDIMR Waiver, and the DD Division Partnerships in Community Living 
(PICL Programs. 

I am a parent of a daughter with a disability that has been able to access support afforded by 
the services offered in the MRiDD Waiver in order to carefor my child. With the support of 
these services I am able to go to work knowing that her needs are being met and that she is 
safe. Not only am I able to go to work, but my daughter is able participate in meaningful 
activities such as Special Olympics that allow her to maintain her physical fitness and increase 
her social skills, and have a life just like every other citizen. Without the services provided 
under the MRIDD Waiver, my daughter would have to be home alone, disengagedfrom the 
community which would be a major health and safety concern. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands of families that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679 SD 1. I can 
be reached at ~:3~m:O~~1, for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 

Carey Uchida 



Friday, February 27, 2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Shan S. Tsutsui 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Human Services & Health & the Ways 
and Means Committee 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679 SD 1- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET 
RESERVE FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30am (Joint Committee on Health and Human 
Services & Housing & the Ways and Means Committee), Conference Room 211 

Dear Senators Kim and Tsutsui & Members of the Joint Committees on Human Services and 
Health & the Ways and Means Committee: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679 SD 1. This bill makes an 
emergency appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain 
the levels of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. 
Specifically I am supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Department of Health 
Respite, DD Division DDIMR Waiver, and the DD Division Partnerships in Community Living 
(PICL Programs. 

I am a parent of a son with a disability that has been able to access support afforded by the 
services offered in the MRIDD Waiver in order to care for my child. With the support of these 
services I am able to go to work knowing that his needs are being met and that he is safe. Not 
only am I able to go to work, but my son is able participate in meaningful activities that allow 
him to have a life just like every other citizen. Without the services provided under the MRiDD 
Waiver, my son would have to be home alone, disengagedfrom the community which would be 
major health and safety concern. My son is not able to stay home alone, he needs care 24 
hours every day. Due to the budget cuts my son has to stay home two days out of the week and 
I have to hire people to take care of him so that I can work. The thing I am most scared of his 
is the future for the people with disabilities. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands of families that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you for theopportunity to present testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679 SD 1. I can 
be reached at ~!~~!~~19~ for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 



Helen Trusdell 



Friday, February 27,2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Shan S. Tsutsui 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Human Services & Health & the Ways 
and Means Committee 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679 SD 1- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET 
RESERVE FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2,2009, 9:30am (Joint Committee on Health and Human 
Services & Housing & the Ways and Means Committee), Conference Room 211 

Dear Senators Kim and Tsutsui & Members of the Joint Committees on Human Services and 
Health & the Ways and Means Committee: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679 SD 1. This bill makes an 
emergency appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain 
the levels of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. 
Specifically I am supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Department of Health 
Respite, DD Division DDIMR Waiver, and the DD Division Partnerships in Community Living 
(PICL Programs. 
I truly believe that the services my son receives through the DDIMR Waiver services are 
needed for his support, health and well-being. I am a single mom who cannot leave my son 
under the care of unskilled workers who respectfully work in other after school programs. 
Having support under the DDIMR Waiver services, I know my son is under the care of 
trained, skilled staff that is able understand him, redirect his behaviors, and take him into 
the community to learn life skills. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at 
risk the thousands of families that are or were served each month in these very valuable 
programs. Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679 SD 
1. I can be reached at (808) 936-6222, for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 

Angela Evans 



Friday, February 27,2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Shan S. Tsutsui 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Human Services & Health & the Ways 
and Means Committee 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679 SD 1- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET 
RESERVE FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2,2009, 9:30am (Joint Committee on Health and Human 
Services & Housing & the Ways and Means Committee), Conference Room 211 

Dear Senators Kim and Tsutsui & Members of the Joint Committees on Human Services and 
Health & the Ways and Means Committee: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679 SD 1. This bill makes an 
emergency appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain 
the levels of programs detennined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. 
Specifically I am supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Department of Health 
Respite, DD Division DDIMR Waiver, and the DD Division Partnerships in Community Living 
(PICL Programs. 
I am a single parent who has had the privilege to see my special needs daughter in the 
DDIMR Waiver services grow towards independence in the home as well as out in the 
community. The DDIMR Waiver services also allowed her to grow in her behavior and 
character. The skilled, trained staff my daughter has working with her has been the 
difference in support towards getting her more independent. Without these services, my 
daughter would spend her time at home, not getting the kind of support and training she so 
desperately need. 
If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands of families that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679 SD 1. I can 
be reached at (808) 965-8276, for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 

Laverne Sanchez 



Friday, February 27,2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Senator Shan S. Tsutsui 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Ways & Means 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE 
FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30am, Conference Room 211 

Dear Senators Mercado and Tsutsui & Members of the Committee on Ways & Means: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679. This bill makes an emergency 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. Specifically I am 
supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Department of Health Respite, DD 
Division DDIMR Waiver, and the DD Division Partnerships in Community Living (PICL) 
Programs. 

I am a parent of a son with a disability that has been able to access support afforded by the 
services offered in the MRJDD Waiver in order to care for my child. With the support of these 
services, my son has been able to receive personal care and have access to the community. 
Without the services provided under the MRJDD Waiver, my son/daughter would have to be 
home alone, disengaged from the community, which would be a major health and safety concern. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands of families that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679. I can be 
reached at (808) 291-5771, for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 

Petronilla Eschelbach 



Friday, February 27,2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Senator Shan S. Tsutsui 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Ways & Means 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE 
FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2,2009, 9:30am, Conference Room 211 

Dear Senators Mercado and Tsutsui & Members of the Committee on Ways & Means: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679. This bill makes an emergency 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. Specifically I am 
supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Department of Health Respite, DD 
Division DDIMR Waiver, and the DD Division Partnerships in Community Living (PICL) 
Programs. 

I am a parent of a daughter with a disability that has been able to access support afforded by the 
services offered in the MRIDD Waiver in order to care for my child. My daughter is medically 
fragile and needs constant supervision to remain safe and healthy. She needs to be fed through G­
tube, receive suctioning as needed, and range of motion to avoid bed-sores. Because of the recent 
budget cut, I am unable to go to work as I need to take care of my daughter. Without the services 
provided under the MRIDD Waiver, my daughter's health and safety would be a great concern for 
my family and me. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands of families that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679. I can be 
reached at (808) 429-1596 for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 

UnHeeLee 



Tuesday, February 10, 2009 

The Honorable Suzanne Chun Oakland and David Y. Ige 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Human Services & Health 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE FUND 

Hearing: Tuesday, February 10,2009, 1:15pm (Joint Committee on Health and Human Services 
& Housing), Conference Room 016 

Dear Senators Chun-Oakland and Ige & Members of the Joint Committees on Human Services and 
Health: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679. This bill makes an emergency 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels of 
programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. Specifically I am supporting 
appropriations to restore lost funding for the Department of Health Respite, DD Division DDIMR 
Waiver, and the DD Division Partnerships in Community Living (PICL Programs. 

I work with individuals with developmental disabilities. For the past 8 years I have seen the positive 
outcomes of these individuals receiving personal assistance/habilitation/rom direct service workers 
through DDIMR Medicaid Waiver programs. With the recent budget cut, these individuals,families, 
and direct service workers were affected. Individuals that relied on direct service workers to support 
them in their daily living and independent living skills are isolated from the community. Their health 
and safety are also put at risk due to the fact that those who need a higher level of care has no one to 
support that area of their life. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk the 
thousands of families that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. Thank you for 
the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679. I can be reached at 678-3754, for 
any further questions. 

Sincerely, 



Friday, February 27,2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Senator Shan S. Tsutsui 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Ways & Means 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE 
FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30am, Conference Room 211 

Dear Senators Mercado and Tsutsui & Members of the Committee on Ways & Means: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679. This bill makes an emergency 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. Specifically I am 
supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Department of Health Respite, DD 
Division DDIMR Waiver, and the DD Division Partnerships in Community Living (P1CL) 
Programs. 

I am a person with a disability that has been able to access support because I receive services 
offered in the DDIMR Waiver. With the support of these services I am able to participate in 
meaningful activities that allow me to have a life just like every other person. Without services 
supported by the DDIMR Waiver I would not get to be around friends. My services help me with 
daily life skills and I get to make friends. Without services, my health and safety would be at risk. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands of families that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679. I can be 
reached at (808)681-0747, for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 

Norine Ng 



Friday, February 27,2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Senator Shan S. Tsutsui 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Ways & Means 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE 
FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30am, Conference Room 211 

Dear Senators Mercado and Tsutsui & Members of the Committee on Ways & Means: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679. This bill makes an emergency 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. Specifically I am 
supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Department of Health Respite, DD 
Division DDIMR Waiver, and the DD Division Partnerships in Community Living (PICL) 
Programs. 

I am a person with a disability that has been able to access support because I receive services 
offered in the DDIMR Waiver. With the support of these services I am able to participate in 
meaningful activities that allow me to have a life just like every other person. I am happy coming 
to program. I like learning how to write and draw at program. I also get to make choices and 
purchase products at stores. I am happy coming to a program. Without services, my health and 
safety would be at risk. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands of families that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679. I can be 
reached at (808)681-0747, for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 

Sean Reilley 



Friday, February 27, 2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Senator Shan S. Tsutsui 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Ways & Means 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE 
FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30am, Conference Room 211 

Dear Senators Mercado and Tsutsui & Members of the Committee on Ways & Means: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679. This bill makes an emergency 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. Specifically I am 
supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Department of Health Respite, DD 
Division DDIMR Waiver, and the DD Division Partnerships in Community Living (PICL) 
Programs. 

I am a person with a disability that has been able to access support because I receive services 
offered in the DDIMR Waiver. With the support of these services I am able to participate in 
meaningful activities that allow me to have a life just like every other person. Going to program is 
good. Everything is good when I get to see staff and my friends. I get to have fun. Without 
services, my health and safety would be at risk. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands of families that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679. I can be 
reached at (808)681-0747, for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 

Sharon Bettencourt 



Friday, February 27,2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Shan S. Tsutsui 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Human Services & Health & the Ways 
and Means Committee 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679 SD 1- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET 
RESERVE FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30am (Joint Committee on Health and Human 
Services & Housing & the Ways and Means Committee), Conference Room 211 

Dear Senators Kim and Tsutsui & Members of the Joint Committees on Human Services and 
Health & the Ways and Means Committee: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679 SD 1. This bill makes an 
emergency appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain 
the levels of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. 
Specifically I am supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Department of Health 
Respite, DD Division DDIMR Waiver, and the DD Division Partnerships in Community Living 
(PICL Programs. 
My daughter's services through the DDIMR Waiver program have been the difference 
maker in my daughter's life. She has developed life and safety skills she wouldn't have 
gotten if the services weren't in existence. She is now able to cook and bake with assistance, 
she is able to cross the street safely, and able to make her own purchases at the stores in the 
community. If the services were cut any further, or be cancelled altogether, my daughter's 
health and safety would be at risk. 
If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands of families that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679 SD 1. I can 
be reached at (808) 896-5477, for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 

Lisa Vierra 



Friday, February 27,2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Shan S. Tsutsui 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Human Services & Health & the Ways 
and Means Committee 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679 SD 1- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET 
RESERVE FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30am (Joint Committee on Health and Human 
Services & Housing & the Ways and Means Committee), Conference Room 211 

Dear Senators Kim and Tsutsui & Members of the Joint Committees on Human Services and 
Health & the Ways and Means Committee: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679 SD 1. This bill makes an 
emergency appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain 
the levels of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. 
Specifically I am supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Department of Health 
Respite, DD Division DDIMR Waiver, and the DD Division Partnerships in Community Living 
(PICL Programs. 
I am thankful for the services my daughter has received via the DDIMR Waiver Services 
Program. Over the last couple of years, my daughter has increased her independence to 
where I never thought was possible for her. With supports, she is now able to do her own 
laundry, do her own chores, grocery shop at specific stores, and live on her own at her own 
place. She is also volunteering at a hotel and at the food bank, distributing food for the ones 
who are in need. Without these services, my daughter would be home bound and lose her 
independence, increase in negative behavior, and not be a contributing member of her 
community. 
If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands of families that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679 SD 1. I can 
be reached at (808) 896-3122, for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 

Doris Iwaoka 



Friday, February 27,2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Shan S. Tsutsui 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Human Services & Health & the Ways 
and Means Committee 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679 SD 1- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET 
RESERVE FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2,2009, 9:30am (Joint Committee on Health and Human 
Services & Housing & the Ways and Means Committee), Conference Room 211 

Dear Senators Kim and Tsutsui & Members of the Joint Committees on Human Services and 
Health & the Ways and Means Committee: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679 SD 1. This bill makes an 
emergency appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain 
the levels of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. 
Specifically I am supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Department of Health 
Respite, DD Division DDIMR Waiver, and the DD Division Partnerships in Community Living 
(PICL Programs. 

I am a parent of a son with a disability that has been able to access support afforded by the 
services offered in the MRIDD Waiver in order to care for my child. With the support of these 
services I know that his needs are being met and that he is safe. My son is able to participate 
in meaningful activities that increase his independent living skills, communication skills, social 
skills, and that allow him to have a life just like every other citizen. Without the services 
provided under the MRIDD Waiver, my son would be disengagedfrom the community which 
would be a major health and safety concern. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands of families that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you forthe opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679 SD 1. I can 
be reached at 2~,~~i~7f$~; for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 

Karen Melillo 



Friday, February 27,2009 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Shan S. Tsutsui 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Human Services & Health & the Ways 
and Means Committee 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679 SD 1- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET 
RESERVE FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30am (Joint Committee on Health and Human 
Services & Housing & the Ways and Means Committee), Conference Room 211 

Dear Senators Kim and Tsutsui & Members of the Joint Committees on Human Services and 
Health & the Ways and Means Committee: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679 SD 1. This bill makes an 
emergency appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain 
the levels of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. 
Specifically I am supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Department of Health 
Respite, DD Division DDIMR Waiver, and the DD Division Partnerships in Community Living 
(PICL Programs. 

I am a brother/guardian of a woman with a disability that has been able to access support 
afforded by the services offered in the MRiDD Waiver in order to carefor my sister. With the 
support of these services I am know that her needs are being met and that she is safe. I also 
am ensured that my sister is able participate in meaningful activities that allow her to have a 
life just like every other citizen. Without the services provided under the MRIDD Waiver, my 
sister would have to be home alone, disengaged from the community which would be major 
health and safety concern. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands of families that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679 SD 1. I can 
be reached at ~~9,,95Xl~; for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 

Ted Furuta 
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To: The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim 
Chair of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means 
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i S'~=-\--~ ~QQ ~C~ 
l ~ <h:, C:C1<'NL ~ GCJ'l)~u.:~ 

f2J-><!AyJj _ 

~ ~o..u ~ ~~(l ~{)'\1L ~,,~ ~ 

*c...... C>..Jv.1 ~.} .. ..s'.>JL.&u- -
-\\.n1's ~ \1 ~ 



To: The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim 
Chair of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means 

• 
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Date: February 27, 2009 

Re: Testimony in Support of 5.B. 1679 - Relating to Emergency and Budget 
Reserve Fund 
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To: The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim 
Chair of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means 

Date: February 27,2009 

Re: Testimony in Support of S.B. 1679 - Relating to Emergency and Budget 
Reserve Fund 
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To: The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim 
Chair of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means 

From: Zuwn DiJ /; -h k 

Date: February 27,2009 

Re: Testimony in Support of S.B. 1679 - Relating to Emergency and Budget 
Reserve Fund 

1 <MM. ~~ ~~ \:;& ~C~ ~ ~~.t-
~ c~ ~ ~'Lac.'f~ H~~~ -\0 ~--~n.y 

"5 d~ ~ \J..J~. 

Zr-NO N 



To: The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim 
Chair of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means 

Date: February 27, 2009 

Re: Testimony in Support of S.B. 1679 - Relating to Emergency and Budget 
Reserve Fund 
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To: The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim 
Chair of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means 

Date: February 27, 2009 

Re: Testimony in Support of S.B. 1679 R I Reserve Fund eating to Emergency and Budget 
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To: The ,Honorable Donna Mercado Kim 
Chair of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means 

From: A V tl/fJOT) d D D" ( 1.-< er::on J r 

Date: February 27,2009 

Re: Testimony in Support of S.B. 1679 Reserve Fund Relating to Emergency and Budget 
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To: The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim 
Chair of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means 

Date: February 27, 2009 

Re: Testimony in Support of S.B. 1679 - Relating to Emergency and Budget 
Reserve Fund 
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To: The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim 
Chair of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means 

Date: February 27. 2009 

Re: Testimony in Support of S.B. 1679 - Relating to Emergency and Budget 
Reserve Fund 
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To: The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim 
Chair of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means 

From: S ~ 'f\~ f f\ \ y\'6 Y \A '{\ 
Date: February 27, 2009 

Re: Testimony in Support of S.B. 1679 R I Reserve Fund eating to Emergency and Budget 
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To:. The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim 
Chair of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means 

From: J/e; cf; . f) cJ 

Date: February 27,2009 

Re: Testimony in Support of S.8. 1679 Relating to Emergency and Budget 
Reserve Fund 
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To: The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim 
Chair of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means 

From: ~O\0- LofFv 
Date: February 27, 2009 

Re: Testimony in Support of S.B. 1679 R I . Reserve Fund e atmg to Emergency and Budget 
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To: The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim 
Chair of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means 

From: ;(bJMJ/e 54-L 1//c/e4 

Date: February 27, 2009 

Re: Testimony in Support of S.B. 1679 - Relating to Emergency and Budget 
Reserve Fund 
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To: The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim 
Chair of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means 

From: 

Date: February 27,2009 

Re: Testimony in Support of S.B. 1679 - Relating to Emergency and Budget 
Reserve Fund 
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To: The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim 
Chair of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means 

From: 

Date: February 27,2009 

Re: Testimony in Support of S.B. 1679 - Relating to Emergency and Budget 
Reserve Fund 
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To: The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim 
Chair of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means 

From: 

Date: February 27,2009 

Re: Testimony in Support of S.B. 1679 - Relating to Emergency and Budget 
Reserve Fund 
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To: The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim 
Chair of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means 

Date: February 27, 2009 

Re: Testimony in Support of S.B. 1679 - Relating to Emergency and Budget 
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To: The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim 
Chair of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means 

From: 

Date: February 27,2009 

Re: Testimony in Support of S.B. 1679 - Relating to Emergency and Budget 
Reserve Fund 
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To: The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim 
Chair of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means 

Date: February 27,2009 

Re: Testimony in Support of S.B. 1679 Relating to Emergency and Budget 
Reserve Fund - -
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To: The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim 
Chair of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means 

From: 

Date: February 27, 2009 

Re: Testimony in Support of S.B. 1679 - Relating to Emergency and Budget 
Reserve Fund 
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To: The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim 
Chair of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means 

From: 

Date: February 27, 2009 

Re: Testimony in Support of S.B. 1679 - Relating to Emergency and Budget 
Reserve Fund 
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To: The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim 
Chair of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means 

From: 

Date: February 27, 2009 

Re: Testimony in Support of S.B. 1679 - Relating to Emergency and Budget 
Reserve Fund 
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To: The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim 
Chair of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means 

From: 

Date: February 27,2009 

Re: Testimony in Support of S.B. 1679 - Relating to Emergency and Budget 
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To: The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim 
Chair of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means 

From: 

Date: February 27, 2009 

Re: Testimony in Support of S.B. 1679 - Relating to Emergency and Budget 
Reserve Fund 
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To: The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim 
Chair of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means 

From: 

Date: February 27,2009 

Re: Testimony in Support of S.B. 1679 - Relating to Emergency and Budget 
Reserve Fund 
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To: The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim 
Chair of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means 

From: 

Date: February 27,2009 

Re: Testimony in Support of S.B. 1679 - Relating to Emergency and Budget 
Reserve Fund 
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To: The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim 
Chair of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means 
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Date: February 27,2009 

Re: Testimony in Support of S.B. 1679 - Relating to Emergency and Budget 
Reserve Fund 



To: The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim 
Chair of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means 

From: 

Date: February 27,2009 

Re: Testimony in Support of S.B. 1679 - Relating to Emergency and Budget 
Reserve Fund 



kim2 - Arline 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Follow Up Flag: 
Flag Status: 

Friday, February 27, 2009 

Gracie Pakani (Hilo SSV) [Gracie@eastersealshawaii.orgj 
Friday, February 27, 2009 1 :00 PM 
WAM Testimony 
SB 1679 SD 1- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE FUND 

Follow up 
Completed 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Shan S. Tsutsui 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Human Services & Health & the Ways and Means Committee 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679 SD 1- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30am (Joint Committee on Health and Human Services & Housing & the 
Ways and Means Committee), Conference Room 211 

Dear Senators Kim and Tsutsui & Members of the Joint Committees on Human Services and Health & the Ways and 
Means Committee: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679 SD 1. This bill makes an emergency appropriation from the 
emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels of programs determined to be essential to 
education, public health, and welfare. Specifically I am supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the 
Department of Health Respite, DD Division DD/MR Waiver, and the DD Division Partnerships in Community Living 
(PICL Program)s. 

I am an Easter Seals Hawai'i employee. Recently the state cut a part of our funding that supports our Medicaid 
Waiver Program. Through the waiver, it allows our participants with developmental disabilities to be important 
members of our community. I see first hand how the recent budget cuts have affected our participants. Participants 
have less time to access their community and work on their goals. It has been difficult for families to find coverage for 
the times that are being cut, especially for the families that need to work to support their family. The cuts have also 
affected the 80 plus direct services workers that we employ. Some of their paychecks have been cut in half and some 
are losing their medical benefits. It has become a hardship for participants, families and our workers especially in 
these tough times. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk the thousands of 
families that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. Thank you for the opportunity to present 
testimony in Strong Support of S8 1679 SO 1. I can be reached at 961-3716 for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 

~t/Vc4~ 'P~~ 
(aster Seab Hawaii 

1 



Hilo Support Servi(es 
1166 Hamehameha Ave. Ste. ( 
Hilo, HI 96120 
Phone: (808) 96B116 
fax: (808 969-3B4 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and 
privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by 
reply e-mail and destroy all copies of the original message. 
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kim2 - Arline 

From: 
Sent: 

Kathy Harper (Director of Development) [KHarper@eastersealshawaii.org] 
Friday, February 27,2009 1 :00 PM 

To: WAM Testimony 
Subject: SB 1679 SD1 - Monday, March 2, 2009 at 9:30 a.m. 

Follow Up Flag: 
Flag Status: 

Follow up 
Completed 

Dear Honorable Senate Committee members, 

On behalf of Easter Seals Hawaii, one of the state's oldest, largest and most respected non-profit 
providers of programs and services to infants, children, youth and adults with disabilities or special 
needs and their families, I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679 SD 1. This bill relates 
to the Emergency and Budget Reserve Fund and includes appropriations for various "safety net" 
services deemed essential to education, public health, and welfare. Specifically, I am supporting 
appropriations to restore lost funding for the Department of Health Respite, DD Division DD/MR Waiver, 
and the DD Division Partnerships in Community Living (PICL) Programs. 

Every day I witness parents of children with disabilities benefit from the support afforded by services 
offered in the MR/DD Waiver in order to care for their son or daughter. Thanks to these services, 
parents and caregivers can go to go to work knowing that their children's special needs are being 
met and that they are safe. In addition, children can participate in meaningful activities that allow 
them to live a life of inclusion, quality and independence like every other citizen. Without the services 
provided under the MR/DD Waiver, these children would be home alone and disengaged from the 
community which would represent a major health and safety concern. 

If SB 1679 SD 1 does not pass, the state will be putting at risk thousands of families that are or were 
served each month under these very valuable programs. 

Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in strong Support of S8 1679 SO 1. I can be 
reached at 529-1 706 for any further questions. 

Mahalo, 
Kathy Harper 

Director of Development 

Easter SealslHawai'i 
710 Green ~treet, Honolulu, HI 96813 
Phone: (808) 536-1015 
Fax: (808) 536-3765 

www.eastersealshawaii.org 

Creating Solutions, Changing Lives 

Support Easter Seals Hawaii just by searching the Web. It will also keep you connected and informed about 
Easter Seals Hawaii news and events. 

It's FREE !! http://www.freelanthropy.com/esh 
1 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Follow Up Flag: 
Flag Status: 

Friday, February 27,2009 

Gracie Pakani (Hilo SSV) [Gracie@eastersealshawaii.org] 
Friday, February 27, 2009 1 :06 PM 
WAM Testimony 
S8 1679 SD 1- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND 8UDGET RESERVE FUND 

Follow up 
Completed 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim and Shan S. Tsutsui 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Human Services & Health & the Ways and Means Committee 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679 SD 1- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE FUND 

Hearing: Monday, March 2, 2009, 9:30am (Joint Committee on Health and Human Services & Housing & the 
Ways and Means Committee), Conference Room 211 

Dear Senators Kim and Tsutsui & Members of the Joint Committees on Human Services and Health & the Ways and 
Means Committee: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679 SD 1. This bill makes an emergency appropriation from the 
emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels of programs determined to be essential to 
education, public health, and welfare. Specifically I am supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the 
Department of Health Respite, DD Division DD/MR Waiver, and the DD Division Partnerships in Community Living 
(PICL Programs. 

I am a grandparent of a child with a disability. My grandchild received services from Easter Seals Hawan and, I have 
two children that are employed by Easter Seals Hawai'i. I believe that Easter Seals provides services that are much 
needed for children and adults with disabilities. It is sad to see their services being cut! 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk the thousands of 
families that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. Thank you for the opportunity to present 
testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679 SO 1. I can be reached at 887-0942, for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 

Yvette Swope 

1 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

James R. (Bob) Proffitt [bob@pixi.com] 
Friday, February 27, 2009 2:43 PM 
WAM Testimony 
Debbie Miyasaka-Gushiken; Tom Huber 
SB1679,SD1 Monday, March 2,2009 at 9:30 a.m. 

WE are in support of SB 1679, SD 1 Relating the emergency and budget Reserve Fund. 

Our son receives services from both The ARC of Hawaii and Easter Seals. We have recently cut both services 
because of an across the board cutback in services. This means his learning to take care of his own daily needs 
(bathing, dressing, taking his medicine, eating and cooking simple meals) and learning to be in the community 
(take the bus for himself, buy things and get change, and communicate with people in the community) is hurt. 

We hope you will restore the funding for the folks receiving the services in SB 1679 ,SD 1. 

Thank you for your attention to this. Bob & Peggy Proffitt 2024 Aaniu Loop Pearl City Phone # 456-2777. 

Bob and Peggy Proffitt 
bob@pixi.com 
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kim4 - Elizabeth 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Wanda Stuart [sunflowergirI1935@yahoo.com] 
Friday, February 27,20092:58 PM 
WAM Testimony 
Senate Bill 1679 SD1 

My comments are relating to Senate Bill 1679 S01. 
We are a family of three. I am a 73 year old caregiver. My son, 
Robert, 40, and my daughter, Jeanella, 41 complete our family .. 
My son and my daughter are both developmentally disabled. My 
daughter has spent the last 11 months fighting Infammatory Breast 
Cancer. It is a very aggressive cancer. According to the National 
Cancer Institute, the 5 year survival rate is between 25% and 50%. 
The average survival time is about 3 years. She attends the P.A. 
program at Arc of Kauai, and enjoys it very much. To be able to go 
out and socialize with her peers, and to spend time with her P .A., is 
a very important part of her life. To have her service hours cut 
would be a great disappointment to her. Please consider those 
who are not able to speak for themselves. 
Wanda Stuart 
236 Koili Lane 
Kapaa, Hi 96746 
Phone: 822-9984 
e-mail: sunflowergirI1935@yahoo.com 

1 
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From: 
Sent: 

Tara Sabado [Tara.Sabado@co.maui.hi.us] 
Friday, February 27,20098:17 AM 

To: 
Subject: 

Follow Up Flag: 
Flag Status: 

Aloha~ 

WAM Testimony 
Aloha, 

Follow up 
Completed 

I would like to take the time to speak about my support of the Senate Bill 1679 SD1 which 
refers to a safety net of services. I previously work for a non-profit agency that proceed 
the (PICL) Partnership in Community Living fund for our Maui Community~ with this fund we 
were able to service all of the needs presented within the requirements for families and 
persons with disabilities. The impact and benefits of this program reached out to the 
families that were otherwise ineligible for services due to various reasons. This small but 
important population involved the purchase of items of many categories~ personal items~ 
companionship services~ specialized equipment~ clothing allowance~ adaptive equipment~ 
environmental modifications~ dental needs~ emergency services~ and several other categories. 
When we sent out the letters of unavailable funds to finish the open requests~ the response 
was disheartening. Recipients were in shock and unable to lobby for funding~ most families 
turned in the survey of services with words of appreciation for the services they did receive 
and the hope of a change in funding appropriations. This is what this bill will support~ 
please hear our plea for the need of this bill being supported and passed. 

Mahalo Tara Sabado 

Tara Sabado 
Maui County Parks and Recreation 
Inclusion Specialist 
275-D Uhu Street 
Kahului~ HI 96732 
Phone: (808) 270-7979 
Fax: (808) 872-5627 
tara.sabado@mauicounty.gov 

County of Maui. 

IT Security measures will reject attachments 

larger than 12 MB~ and will block or quarantine 

high-risk file types in attachments. 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Follow Up Flag: 
Flag Status: 

anne chipchase [annechipchase@yahoo.com] 
Friday, February 27,200910:51 AM 
WAM Testimony 
Support of S81679 

Follow up 
Completed 

Aloha and thank you for the opportunity to speak in favor of SB 1679 and particularly in favor of the 
appropriation of funds to continue the Ke Ola Pono (Chronic Disease Self-Management Program and 
EnhanceFitness) program statewide. These evidence-based programs are important to our state for 
two important reasons: 

1. The programs have significant positive impact on the lives and longevity of Hawaii's seniors and 
people living with chronic disease 
2. They are providing the scientific basis for measurement of efficacy and efficiency, proving 
that $1.00 spent on programs of this type can save as much as $2.50 in medical 
expenses per year. * 

I therefore respectfully ask for passage of this measure. 

Mahalo nui loa, 

*Source: Dr. Lorrin W. Pang during a Healthy Aging Program - Empowering Elders teleconference 
February 25, 2009. 

Anne M. Chipchase, MA 
P.O. Box 3319 
Honolulu, HI 96801 
808-282-3899 

zero tolerance = zero thought 

tomas j. oberding 
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From: 
Sent: 

Duane Bartholomew [dpbartholomew@yahoo.com] 
Friday, February 27, 2009 11 :26 AM 

To: 
Subject: 

Follow Up Flag: 
Flag Status: 

WAM Testimony 
Support for SB 1679 SO 1 

Follow up 
Completed 

February 27,2009 

Senator Donna Mercado Kim, Chair 
Senate Committee on Ways and Means 
Hawaii State Senate 

Statement in Support of SB 1679 SD 1 
Public Decision Making March 2,2009 9:30 AM 

Dear Senator Kim and Members of the Committee: 

My name is Duane Bartholomew and I strongly support SB 1679 SD 1. This bill would, among other important 
purposes, restore recent reductions in Medicaid waiver payments to a large number of persons with 
developmental disabilities. Restoration of these payments would allow persons with disabilities to continue to 
receive five regular days of the Adult Day Health services they needto allow them to maintain life skills and 
allow family members to keep working during these tough economic times. Finding alternate care for persons 
who have lost one day of services is a financial burden with the alternative being that they would lose one work 
day per week. Curtailment of services also has an adverse effect on the health and safety of persons receiving 
such services. 

Thank you for considering this important Bill. 

Sincerely yours, 

Duane P. Bartholomew 
Member of the Board of The Arc in Hawaii 
518 Kaumakani St. 
Honolulu, HI 96825 
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Senator Donna Mercado Kim~ Chair 
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Hawaii State Senate 

WAMTestimony@Capitol.hawaii.gov 

Statement in Strong Support of SB 1679 SD 1 Public Decision Making March 2) 2009 9:30 AM 

Dear Senator Kim and Members of the Committee 

The Arc in Hawaii strongly supports SB 1679 SD 1. 

SB 1679 SD 1 would) among other important purposes) restore recent reductions in Medicaid 
waiver payments to a large number of persons with developmental disabilities. 

These reductions have left many of the people that we serve without vital services that they 
have come to rely upon. In a typical case) our clients have lost one out of their five 
regular days of Adult Day Health services. 
This has denied them of meaningful habilitation services and daily activities for a full day. 
In addition) finding alternate care for these persons on the service day that has been 
eliminated has caused a strain on the working families who must now care for these 
individuals on one work day per week. 

The curtailment of service has adversely affected the health and safety of many of our 
clients. 

The Arc in Hawaii serves over 170 persons with developmental disabilities) many on a 7-day 
24-hour basis) more than 90 of whom receive Medicaid waiver service. 

Thank you for considering this important Bill. 

Thomas P. Huber 
President 
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Donna Mercado 
Chair of Senate 
State Capitol 
Honolulu J Hawaii 

Committee Way and Means 

I am a single mother with an adult son with Down syndrome. I would like to ask you to 
strongly support SB 1679. 
Please help to restore funds for the Emergency and Budget Reserve fund. This money is so 
important for our children and adults with disabilities. 
Please help these people in our community that can't help themselves. 
SincerelYJ 
Constance Smith 
419 Keoniana st. #804 
Honolulu J Hi. 96815 
808 949-1999 
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