
Tuesday, February 10,2009 

The Honorable Suzanne Chun Oak land and David Y. Ige 
State of Hawaii , Joint Hearings - Senate Com mittee on Human Services & Health 
Twenty-Fifth Legis lature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Berelan ia Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subjec" S8 1679- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE FUND 

Hearing: Tuesday, February 10, 2009, I : \5pm (Joint Committee on Health and Human Services 
& Housing), Conference Room 016 

Dear Senators Chun-Oakland and Ige & Members of the Joint Committees on Human Services and 
Health: 

I am submitti ng testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF 5B 1679. This bill makes an emergency 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels of 
programs detcnnined to be essentia l to education, public health, and welfare. Specifically I am supporting 
appropriations to restore lost funding for the Deporlme,,' of Healllt Respite, DD Divisioll DD/MR 
Waiver, lIIltllhe DD Dh'isioll Parlllerships ill Comnlllllily Livillg (PICL Prograllls. 

I am all admil,islralive assil·/(ml willt £fU"ler Seals Hflwflii, £wa ADH Progrflnt. I WI'.f .HUIIO Iteflr 
whe" tl.e Slale of Hawaii implemellted budgel redllctiolls tltat took effecl Oil Febrllflry I , 2009. Some 
pflrliciptlllts looked so stul al tlte ellll of tlte day 011 Thursday, Febrtlflry SIr wl.e" Iltey sflid "see you 
lomorrow" (I11l1 ii, tum I W01i1tI SflY, 110 "I'll see yOIl 011 MOIllI(lY!" So "'(II1Y p(lrlicipflllt.f looked 
forwlmlto COnti/.g to program MOIllIt.ys-Fridays. Ilfeels so differelltlo see flbOli1 ollly 1/3 of lite 
participIllllS wlto attended program 1m Fridays. I miss lite otlter 2/3 of ollr parlicipall(s wlto cflll'l come 
due 10 "'e blldgel redllclioll. Whalare II.ey doillg Oil Fridays now? Is someone Iwme 10 be wi,It lite",? 
If so, Itow IIIIIClt of a hardship il is 01' those parellts, gllardialls a"tVor caregil'ers to give tip work for I 
day/week. I, all'O Itas affected my coworkers wlto (,{l·O Iwd hours cUlld(.y/week dlle to less participallls 
comillg to program. Just liS we l'lrive 10 provide excellellt services allfl help mallY ill lIeed, budgels are 
Cllt (lIId lUIS caul'eel tllrmoil for pllrlicipmrts,flllltilies, gm.rdhllls, caregivers, 1I111ll·taf! We IIeed fllmls 
to help keep us goillg imtead of fi,II behilld dlle to lack of mOlley. Everyone is doing Iheir best to come 
tip wilh tIre be!!.·t SOllitiolls bill/row 10llg will that last willlOlllfmllls?! Also, wlw wm IlIke cI.re oftllOse 
wlto call 'I mke care of or speak/or tltemselves?! I beg you 10 ple(Il'e consider Ihe entergellcy 
appropriatioll. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk the 
thousands of families that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. Thank you for 
the opponunity to present testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679. I can be reached at (808) 927·9025 
(cellular) fo r any further questions. 

Sincerely. 

Leann S. Uehira 
Fairway Village at Waikele 
94-824 Lumiauau Street, Y I 0 I 
Waipahu, HI 96797 
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Monday. February 09, 2009 

The Honorable Suzanne Chun Oakland and David Y. Ige 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Human Services & Heahh 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Bcretania Street 
Honolu lu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE 
FUND 

Hcaring: Tuesday, Fcbruary 10,2009, I: 15pm (Joint Committcc on Health and Human 
Serv ices & Housing), Conference Room 016 

Dear Senators Chun-Oakland and Ige & Members of the Joint Committees on Human Serv ices 
and Health: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679. This bill makes an emergency 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs detennined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. Spec ifica lly 1 am 
supporti ng appropriations to restore lost funding for the Department of Health Respile, DD 
Divisioll DD/MR Waiver, 1II1l1 the DD Di"b,ion Partnersl,ipl' ill ClJIlIIlIIlIIily Lil'ing (PICL 
Programs. 

I am (I grandparelJt of a child wi/h a disabilily. My gramlchild received l'ervicesfrom Easter 
Sel,ls Hawai'i a"d, I have two childre" '"al are employed by Easler Seals HlIIvai'i. I believe 
Illal Eluter Seals prOl'ides !~ervices tllal are milch lIeededfor c/,ifdrell (Ultl adlllls wilh 
(lisabilities. II is load 10 see Iheir services being cut! 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state wi ll be putting at risk 
the thousands of fam ilies that are or were served each month in these very va lua ble programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to presenllestimony in Strong Support ofSB 1679. I can be 
reached at 808-887-0942, for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 

Yvette Swope 



Monday, February 9, 2009 

The Honorable Suzanne Chun Oak land and David Y. Ige 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Com minee on Human Serv ices & Health 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capito l 
4 15 S. Bcrelania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE 
FUND 

Hearing: Tuesday, February 10,2009, I: t Spm (Joint Committee on Health and Human 
Services & Housing), Conference Room 016 

Dear Senators Chun-Oakland and Ige & Members of the Jo int Committees on Human Services 
and Health : 

I am su bmitting testimo ny in STRONG SUPPORTOF S8 1679. This bill makes an emergency 
appropriat ion from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs detennined to be essential to education, publ ic health. and welfare . Specifica lly I am 
supporti ng appropriations to restore lost funding for the DeplIr'meltt of Health Respite, DD 
Div;j'io" DDIMR Waiver, tmd the DD Div;s;O/, Ptrr,,,er!1'h;ps ill Commlll';1y Liv;"g (PICL 
Programs. 

I work for a no n-profit that supports indi vid ua ls with disabilities and their families. T he DOH 
Medicaid Waiver program o ITers an invaluable service to these individuals to lead safe, 
product ive and fulfilling lives. Participants have been able to live out in the comlllu nity rather 
than live an oppressed life in a nursi ng home. This has saved the state a substantia l amount of 
money through the years while giving dignity to thei r lives. Waiver services have meant that 
these individuals have been ab le to find and retain ga inful employment, g iving back to their 
communities. 
I have seen individuals nourish with the support that Waiver offers; learning skill s that so many 
of us take for granted ( like brushing ones teeth, bathing themse lves, learn ing to do laund ry, etc), 
learning social skills that allow them to interact with people in their inner circle and with people 
in the community, bei ng able to sim ply go out to see a movie- hear a concert· going to the mal l. 
By reducing the individual ' s budget, it limits the choices and activities that each person can do 
thus making them more vu lnerable to safety issues and becoming more dependent on others for 
their care rather than becoming more independent 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state wi ll be putting at ri sk 
the thousands of families that are or were served each month in these very va luab le programs. 
Thank you forthe opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support ofSB 1679. I can be 
reached at 678-3754 for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 



Tuesday. February 10,2009 

The Honorab le Suzanne Chun Oakland and David Y. Jge 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Human Services & Health 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capito l 
41 S S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu , Hawaii 96813 

Subjccc SB 1679- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE 
FUND 

Hearing: Tuesday, February 10,2009, I: I Spm (Joint Com minee on Health and Human 
Services & Housing). Conference Room 016 

Dear Sena tors Chun-Oak land and Ige & Members of the Joi nt Comm ittees on Human Services 
and Health: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORTOF SB 1679. This bill makes an emergency 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to mainta in the levels 
o f programs determined to be essential to educat ion, public health. and we lfare. Specifica lly I am 
supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Departmellt of Hell/tit Respite, DD 
Divij'ioll DDIMR WlIiver, alltltl.e DD Dh'isioll PlIrt"ersllips ill Commullity LiI.jllg (PICL 
Programs. 

I am Doreen Dela Cruz We need funds to support our handicap 's they are in need of 
getting help. As a parent of an handicap child I know how hard it is just seeing them 
suffer and yet they taking the funds from them. Please help our handicap's and 
disable. Thank you 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be pUlling at risk 
the thousands of families that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you for the opportu nity to present testimony in Strong Support ofSB 1679. I can be 
reached at 808-989-1938 for any further ques tions. 

Sincerely, 
Doreen Dcla Cruz 
(808)963-6677 



Tuesday, February 10,2009 

The Honorable Suzanne Chun Oakland and David Y. Ige 
Stale of Hawaii , Joinl Hearings - Senate Committee on Human Services & Health 
Twenty-Fifth Legis lature 
State Capitol 
41 S S. Berctania Street 
Honolulu , Hawaii 96813 

Subject: S8 1679- RELAT ING TOTHE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE 
FUND 

Hearing: Tuesday, February 10,2009, I: I Spm (Joint Committee on Health and Human 
Services & Housing), Conference Room 016 

Dear Senators Chun-Oakland and Ige & Members of the Joint Committees on Human Services 
and Health: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORTOF SB 1679. This bill makes an emergency 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs detennined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. Specifically I am 
supporting appropriations to restore lost fund ing for the Departlllell' of Helllth Respire, DD 
Dil/isiol1 DDIMR Wah'er, al1d 'he DD Dh'isio" P(,rtllersltips i" Commullity Lil'i"K (PICL 
Progrtlnu·. 

I work for Easter Seals Hawaii on MauL Please support SB 1679 so that the people we su pport 
will continue to receive desperately needed serv ices and so that I can keep my job. benefits and 
my livelihood. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands of families that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support orSB 1679. I can be 
reached at 808-249-2065, for any further questions. 

Sincerely. 
Juanita Soto 



Tuesday. February 10,2009 

The Honorable Suzanne Chun Oakland and David Y. Ige 
State of Hawaii , Joint Ilearings - Senate Commi ttee on 1·luman Services & Health 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
Slate Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 968 13 

Subject S8 1679- RELATING TOTHE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE 
FUND 

Hearing: Tuesday, February 10,2009, I : 15pm (Joint Committee on Health and Human 
Services & 1·lous ing), Conference Room 016 

Dear Senators Chun-Oakland and Ige & Members of the Joint Comminees on Human Services 
and Health: 

I am submitting test imony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679. This bi ll makes an emergency 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs detennincd to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. Specifically I am 
supporting appropriations to restore lost fundi ng for the Departmetll 0/ Healt" Respite, DD 
Divisioll DD/MR Waiver, (Imll"e DD Division Parlnerships in Com,,"mily U"i"g (PICL 
Programs. 

I fll1J .o;upporli"g S81679, because I"e sen';ce~· 1 "tll'e received/rom Easler Setl/~· "as helped 10 
Teach me/lfllire ski/b·, I like goilJg 10 my bowling club, heilJg able (0 go ,/"1 ill/() Ihe 
com""",ily. I would be very upwl iflhey Iried 10 CUI my ,\·erv;ces, I wi~·h I could halle my week 
ends tmd evening hours back. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possib le, the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands of families thai are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you for the opponunity to present testimony in Strong Support ofSn 1679. I can be 
reached at 808-989-1938 for any funher questions. 

Sincerely, 
A lien Kakazu 
PO Box 582 
Mt. View, HI 96771 
Phone: 966-7454 



Tuesday, February 10, 2009 

The Honorab le Suzanne Chun Oakland and David Y. Ige 
Stale of Hawa ii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Human Serv ices & Hea lth 
Twcnty-Fifth Legislature 
Statc Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 9681) 

Subject: SB 1679- RELAT ING TO TH E EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE 
FUND 

Hearing: Tuesday, February 10, 2009, I: 1 5pm (Joint Comm iuee on Health and Human 
Serv ices & Housing), Conference Room 016 

Dear Senators Chun-Oakland and Ige & Members orthe Joint Committees on Human Services 
and Health: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679. This billl1lukes an emergency 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the leve ls 
of programs detennined to be essential to edu cation, public health, and wel fare. Spec ifica lly I am 
suppon ing appropriations to restore lost funding for the Department of Healll. Respite, DD 
Divi.fiolJ DDIMR Waiver, (md II.e DD Division Parlllersllips ill Community Living (PICL 
Programs. 

I enjoy my services. I am sad that my services has been cut. I wou ld like to have my services 
given back to me. I enjoy going out into the community and doing activities. J fee l a part of the 
community. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at ri sk 
the thousands of fam ilies that are or were served each month in these very va luab le programs. 
Thank you fo r the opponunity to present testimony in Strong Support of S8 1619. I can be 
reached at 808-249-2065, for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 
Juanita Babaya, Panicpant who received MRiDD Services 



Tuesday. February 10, 2009 

The Honorable Suzanne Chun Oakland and David Y. Ige 
State of Hawaii , Joint Hearings - Senate Commiuee on 1·luman Services & Health 
Twenty·Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
41 S S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679- RELATING TOTHE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE 
FUND 

Hearing: Tuesday, February 10,2009, I: I Spm (Joint Committee on Health and Human 
Services & Housing), Conference Room 016 

Dear Senators Chun·Oakland and Igc & Members of the Joint Committees on Human Services 
and Health: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORTOF SB 1679. This bill makes an emergency 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the Slate of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs determined to be essential to education , public health, and welfare. Specifically I am 
supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Departnumt of Health Respite, DD 
Division DDIMR Waiver, amI the DD Division Partnerships in Comnuw;ly L;";lIg (PICL 
Programs. 

My name is Tisllll TakaztnvtlalUll work witll im/ividlltlls wit" disabilities every dl'Y, J .\'tIpport 
SB 1679 becalll'e 'he mOlley would help tiS 10 support im/ividtlal wi,,, disabilities. Benefits of 
this program inc/ude Socialization, Com",lIIlity Access, I",proving Life Skills, de,'eloping self­
wortlt, etc. It is a fact tltat tltere is a Mglt Tflte of isollltimr among imlividulIls witlt dil'(lbilit;es 
and one oftltefocuses oftMs progTflm is to support ollr p{lTticip(",t~j IfJ become cOll1ribtltillg 
memberl· oftlteir commllllity. A lot oftlte participants I work witlt would be left Iwme lIlone or 
lraw! to be ptlt i"to a care Iwme iflltey were ullable to receive service,f, We have t/one simple 
things suc/t tIS Itelp i"dil,it/,,"Is get to tlteir doctor'slt/elltist's appointments, leam to cook, cleaIJ 
Iheir Iwme, do the laundry, or persOlwl care items sitch as taking a hatlt, assist in feeding, 
accessilrg tIre COItlUlIlIIity or el'en voltlnteerillg IIIrd getth.g ajoh. All oflhese itemj· (lTe 
IIU!{ming[lllto t/tese ilUlividlltlls, T/tese services /telp ilUlividllals witlt disabililies to Itllve 
"IIorlllal" li"el· trlllllo be ''iustlike everyone else." Ollr pllTticipm.ts (IN! ahle to go 0111 hllo tl.e 
ClJltm'llIrity througlt ollr progmm. Witlwlll ii, tl.ey w01l1d be left ltome lIlO/re lIlIllfor many of 
,hese it,dividllllls, it would be a major III !tilth and safety concem , 

Irlhe emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands of families that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs . 



Mahalo for the opportun ity to present testimony in Strong Support ofSB 1679. I can be reached 
at 640~4328 for any further questions. 

Sincere ly, 

Tisha Takazawa 
27~I049 Mamalahoa H\V)'. 
Pepe 'ckeo, HI 96783 



Tuesday, February 10,2009 

The Honorable Suzanne Chun Oakland and David Y. 1ge 
State of Hawaii, Joi nt i-Iearings - Senate Com millee on Human Services & I-Iea lth 
Twenty·Fi fth Legislature 
Stale Capitol 
415 S. Berelania Street 
Honolulu, Hawai i 96813 

Subject: SB 1679- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE 
FUND 

Hearing: Tuesday, February 10,2009, I: 15pm (Joint Committee on Health and Human 
Serv ices & Hous ing), Conference Room 016 

Dear SenalOrs Chun-Oak land and Ige & Members of the Join t Committees on Human Services 
and Health: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG S UPPORT OF S B 1679. This bill makes an emergency 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of tile State of Hawaii to maintain the level s 
of programs determined to be essential to education, public hea lth, and welfare . Specifically i am 
supportin g appropriations to restore lost fund ing for the Deparlmenl 0/ Helllllt Respite, DD 
Divisioll DDIMR Waiver, (IIId tlte DD Divisioll Parillersl.ips i" Commullity Lil1illg (PICL 
Programs. 

I am (I pare"l 0/ a SOli witlt {J disllbility '"at luIS bee" able 10 llccess support afforded by Ille 
serl'ices offered ill lite MRiDD Waiver ill ortler to care for my cltild. Willi lite support oflltese 
services I am able 10 go to work kllowillg IIUlllris lIeeds (ITe beillg met ami tlwI Ite i~' safe, Nol 
0"(" (w. I flble to go to work, bill my 5011 is (.ble participate ill mem.illg/ul (Iclivilies IIIlIllIlIow 
lrim 10 Itave ali/ejllst like every otlter cilizell, Willwut Ihe ser"ices prOl';ded muler Ihe MRiDD 
Wllj"er, my SOli would hm'e 10 be IlOme lllolle, disellgaged/rom lite commlll.ity wl.ich wOllld be 
major /rellltlt lIlIl/ .m/ety cOllce",. My 5011 is 1101 (Ible to SI(lY home alolle, he Ilee(/j· care 24 
IIolirs el~ery da),. Due 10 lire blldgel Cilis m)' !t'O" lias 10 51(1), home Iwo d(IY~· out of the week IlIIlI 
I II t. ve 10 hire people to t(lke CflFe 0/ him so tllll' I ClllI work. The Ilrillg I am mosl scared of hi,· 
is ,he/I/I"re/or II.e people witll disabililies. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands of families lhat are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity 10 present testi mony in Strong Support of 5B 1679. I can be 
reached at (808)982·8719, for allY further questions. 

Sincerely, 

Helen Trusde ll 



Monday, February 09, 2009 

The Honorable Suzanne Chun Oak land and David Y, Ige 
State of Hawaii , Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Human Services & Health 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
Stale Capitol 
41 5 S, Bcrelan ia Street 
Honol ulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE 
FUND 

Hearing: Tuesday, February 10, 2009, I: ISpm (Joint Com miltee on Health and Human 
Services & Housing), Conference Room 016 

Dear Senators Chun-Oakland and Ige & Members of the Joint Comm ittees on Human Services 
and Health : 

I am submitt ing testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF S8 1679, This billmakcs an cmergency 
appropriation from the emergency and budgct fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare, Specifica lly I am 
supporti ng appropriations to restore lost funding for the Deparlnu!IIl of Health Respile, DD 
Divisiol/ DDIMR Waiver, '111(/ tile DD Divil'i()II Parlllersll;ps ill Community Liv;lIg (PlCL 
Progmms, 

Ill", 'III Easter Seals H,,","i'i employee. Recelllly tl.e stale cut a p"rt of our /tIIIt/illg tll"l 
s"pportl' o"r Medicaid Waiver Progr"m. Tllrougll tile wail'er, ;tllllow, .. our p"rticipa"t,\' witll 
tlel'elopmelttlll (/isabilit;el' tl) be import"", members of our coml/um;ty. I seefirst ""lUl how Ihe 
rece"J btulget cuts Itllve effel:l;ve our participallts. Participrllltl' have leSJ time to "ccel'S their 
comm""ity (urd work 011 the;r goals. It has beell difficultfor familie ... 10 fi,,(/ coverage for llle 
t;lIIes Ih"l are behtg cut, elpecially for tile Jrmtilies tllat Iteed 10 work to sllpport tlle;r family, 
Tile culS IIa"e also affecle(/ lIte 80 plus (/;reCll"en'ices workers tllal we employ. Some ofilleir 
paycllecks IIave beell cut ill IUlif alld some tire Im"illg Jlleir me(/iclll benejiJs. Il/UI,,, defillllily 
become a "ardship for partiL'ip(IIJts. ftlmilies lI",1 our workers especitilly ill tllese tOllgh times. 

If the emcrgency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands of families that are or were served each month in these very va luable programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support or 5B 1679. I can be 
reached at 808-557-3795 . for any further questions. 

Sincerely. 

Gracie Pakan i 



Tuesday. February 10,2009 

The Honorable Suzanne Chun Oakland and David Y. Jge 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings· Senate Committee on Human Services & Health 
Twenty·Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

RE: S8 1679-Relating to the emergency and budget reserve fund 

Dear Senators; 

I am the mother of five school age children , two of whom have developmental disabilities. One 
of my boys will need significant care for the rest of his life being that he is unable to care for 
himself and needs much assistance. Because of their disabilities, my husband and I have 
changed the way we do everything in order to give all of our children a stable, happy, and healthy 
environment. As a family with disabled children our activities are limited. What simple things 
other families take for granted, we struggle through or are unable to do at all. My disabled boys 
are on a waiver program from Easter Seals on the Big Island of Hawaii. This is wonderful 
organization which truly works to make these kids lives more normalized and appreciated. These 
services have been a God Send. I am able to work from home and my husband is able to run a 
small business where he can have a flexible schedule in order to cope with the demands disabled 
children bring. With out these services and personal assistance it would turn a difficult 
situation into a absolute heartbreak. 

I applaud the efforts of the State Government to cut spending especially during this economic 
down turn . As a citizen and taxpayer, t am appalled and angered at the wasteful spending, and 
many programs can be cut. But it is a moral crime in our society to take funds from those who 
absolutely cannot care for themselves. We are blessed with a supporting family but I know of 
many other families that are not so lucky and are so overwhelmed they could not even think 
about taking the time to write to you - so I am also writing for them. 

Another cut to these wonderful programs which give families so much hope, support, and 
dignity, would be disastrous. We are not a fite number, we each have a purpose. My disabled 
children have changed my life and made me a much better person - they truly are a blessing. I 
strongly support S8 1679 which makes an emergency appropriation form the emergency and 
budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels of programs determined to be essential 
to education, public health, and welfare. Specifically I support appropriations to restore lost 
funding for the Department of Health Respite, DO Division DD/MR Waiver, and the DO Division 
Partnerships in Community Living (PICL) Programs. You must not lose this opportunity. Thank 
you for the opportunity to present this testimony. 

Sincerely, 

Elizabeth Fronte 
(808)968-6386 
efronte@sonic.net 



Monday. February 18, 2889 

The Honorable Susanne Chun Oakland and David Y. Ige State of Hawaii, Joint 
Hearings-Senate Committee on Human Services & Health Twenty-Fifth 
Legislature State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679-RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE FUND 

Hearing: Tuesday, February 18, 2889, l:lSpm(Joint Committee on Health 
and Human Services & Housing) Conference room 816 

Dear Senators Chun-Oakland and Ige & Members of the Joint Committees on 
Human Services and Health: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT of SB 1679 . This bill makes 
an emergency appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State 
of Hawaii to maintain the levels of programs determined to be essential to 
education, public health, and welfare . Specifically I am supporting 
appropriations to restore lost funding for the DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 
RESPITE, DO DIVISION DD/MR WAIVER, AND THE DO DIVISION PARTNERSHIPS IN 
COMMUNITY LIVING (PICL Programs ) . 

I am currently providing services as a care giver to two autistic boys. I 
am writing on their behalf and on the behalf of all those who have special 
needs and who desperately need our help. These children have no voice 
other than the one given to them by those who care for their welfare. with 
out the Waiver, Respite, and PICL programs many of these children and 
adults with special needs and their families would have little hope or 
dignity. 

I have worked in this field for over 18 years and feel very strongly about 
the care and support those with special needs deserve. At one time 
society just locked these "unwanted" ones away in institutions for the 
horrific crime of being different. I have both read and heard horror 
stories about these institutions where some of these children would have 
to go simply because their families do not have the resources to deal with 
them . I beg all of you who have the power to keep this from happening to 
support 58 1679. Any more cuts would be tragic to these families. I 
appreciate the chance to voice my concerns. 

Sincerely, 

Catherine Moylan 
catmoylan@calicom.net 



Tuesday, February 10,2009 

The Honorab le Suzanne Chun Oakland and David Y. Ige 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Human Services & Health 
Twenty~Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subjecc SB 1679- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE 
FUND 

Hearing: Tuesday, February 10,2009, 1: 15pm (Joint Committee on I-Iealth and Human 
Services & Housing), Conference Room 016 

Dear Senators Chun~Oakland and Ige & Membcrs of the Joint Committees on Human Services 
and Health: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORTOF S8 1679. This bi ll makes an emergency 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawai i to ma inta in the leve ls 
of programs determ ined to be essential to education, public health , and we lfa re. Specifical ly I am 
supporting appropriations to restore lost fund ing for the DepartmelJt of Helllth Respite, DD 
Divisioll DDIMR Waiver, amI the DD Divil'ioll Parlllerships ill Community Living (PICL 
Program.f. 

I am a parent of a dlluglller with Down's Syndrome that has beell able to lIccess support 
afforded by tl,e services offered i" the MRiDD Waiver ill order to carefor my child. With the 
support o/tl,ese services I am able 10 go 10 work knowing that/,er needs are beillg met and thlll 
she is sa/e. She bi lIble to (,I/eml a day program, where she i.\' able to socialize with others, do 
cOIIl/mmity service wflrk, amI lea", ha.fic life .fkills. She i.f 1I IIIuch happier per!iOII because 0/ 
these .fervice.f, mltl we lire happier parents beclIuse wilhOtl1 'he .'~ervices provided, someo"e 
wo"ld IIIH'e to SillY home Hlith her. Pletlse cOlltiuue to provideflilldillgfor these serl'ice!J'/or 
ptlreuts alld childrell like my d(llIg/lIer. 

If the cmcrgency appropriation is not approved as soon as possiblc, the statc wi ll be putting at risk 
the thousands of families that are or were served each month in these very va luable programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support of S8 1679. I can be 
reached at 735-3656, for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 

Gail Muranaka 



Testimony for Committee on Human Services and Committee on Health 

Wade is 33 years old. He has a dual diagnosis of Mental Retardation and Mental Illness Prior to DD/MR 

Waiver services Wade was overweight, caught up in an addiction, and nearly homeless. His dental care 

was neglected. The PICl Program paid for his 13 cavities to be filled at Maui Oral Health Care. He was in 

pain in addition to his disability. He still needs more dental work, but there are no more PICl funds. On 

Maui many OO/MR Waiver people get dental services on ly through PICL funds . 

Wade has a difficult family dynamic (which is why I am his Public Guardian). It is because of the DD/MR 

Waiver Program that Wade is able to stay at his home. He receives services daily by a caregiver who 

takes him out into the community for exercise, social interaction, and medical care. His service hours 

are only 40 hours per week. Any reduction of these hours and Wade's lifestyle will become problematic. 

He qualifies for institutional care but it has been prevented through the DD/MR Waiver services. It 

would be a hardship to maintain Wade's care without the needed level of service hours. 

Submitted by Aiona Rose, Public Guardian to Wade Winkler 

My daughter Luisa is 23 years old. She has Cerebral Palsy with Seizures and Mental Retardation. Luisa is 

totally wheel chair dependant. She is fed 4 times a day though a G-tube which provides nutrition as well 

as medications. We stay with our daughter every hour of the day and night, she is mostly blind. Luisa 

needs to be dressed and bathed with the help of 2 people. 

I am Luisa's caregiver and so are her mother and brother. She receives 18 hrs/day of paid services 

through the DD/MR Waiver Program. My understanding is this amount is significantly less than a 

nursing home for which she is eligible. The proposed budget reduction would allow for only 15.5 hours 

of paid services a day. That leaves 8.5 hours per day of uncovered hours. Each of us three workers 

make a low income wage so that we can provide Luisa quality care. Now we are asked to work less. 

How wilt Luisa get her care if we need to find other jobs to supplement the reduction of hours? Please 

help Luisa continue to receive the level of care she needs. Thank you. 

Submitted by Rubie Andres, father, guardian, and caregiver for Luisa Andres. 



FROM : Dara Carl in, M.A. 
881 Akiu Place 
Kailua, HI 96734 
(808) 2 18-3457 

DATE: February 10, 2009 

RE: Suppon for S8 1679 

Good afternoon. As has been accurately described in Section I of this proposa l and as rene<:ted on the 
front page of today's Star-Bulletin: "Obama warns of economic 'catastrophe'" - "Ri se in crime, drugs 
reported" Hawa ii and the nation are being confronted wit h the consequences of an economic downturn, a 
reduction in revenue and an emergency situation. Ten years ago the legislature had the wisdom and 
fores ighl lo establish an emergency and budget reserve fund for the unlikely even t of a slate emergency of 
this magnitude and sad to say, the lime has clearly come to utilize that fund . 

1 cannot speak to the ed ucational nor health considerations of thi s measure, but can tell you after work ing 
in the area of social serv ices for 20+ years that the human services aspect is a crucial need. If you look al 
any point in history whe re a society has faced economic st ress or uncertainty, a few things wi ll be 
apparent to you bes ides the job loss and economic consequences: rates of abuse, violence and "socia l ill s" 
rise in tandem with the economic strain as do the requests for public and govern menta l assistance. 

'·Iuman services programs and non-profit organizations are often the first to sustain tremendous financial 
blows because they do not generate revenue so cuts, freezes and reduction in services occu r dramatically 
and overnight just as the need for these services and programs experience an increase in demand . If ever 
there was a time to lIccess this emergency fund for Hawa ii 's hum an services, NOW is the time to do so­
before it gets any worse. "An ounce of prevention is worth a pou nd of intervention." 

At the same time, accessing emergency reserve funds is on ly one option to others that exist. One of the 
first things our new president did was initiate a pay freeze for hi s top White I-louse staff. In Michigan , an 
auto industry company implemented a 3 day "work without pay" plan in an effort to maintain thei r 
employees (rather then having to lay them ofl). T here are things that many of us can do to "tighten out 
be lts" so while I do feel it 's time to access emergency funds, I a lso think it's time we got creative on how 
to get us all through this crisis liS one ohana because ultimately, that's whal's al stake. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Respectfully, 

Dara Carl in, M.A. 
Independent Domestic Violence Survivor Advocate 



Bill No: SBI679 

Child and Family Service 
91-1841 Ft. Weaver Road 

Ewa Beach, Hawaii 96706 

Title: 
Relating to the Emergency Reserve Fund 

Committee: Hearing Dateffime: 
Committee on Human Services, Tuesday, February 10, 2009 
Committee on Health Place: 

State Capitol, Room 016 
Submitted by: Contact Infonnation: 

Name: Howard Garval Phone: 681-3500 
Title: CEO, Child and Family Service Fax: 681-1449 

Testimony in: (X) SUPPORT ( ) OPPOSITION of proposed bill. 

Child and Family Service supports SB 1679 - Use of the Emergency Reserve Funds 

We would like to have included in this bill the Kupuna Care Programs. 

1:15pm 

The mission of Child and Family Service is to Strengthen Families and foster the healthy development 

of children. We do thi s by providing services from Keiki to Kupuna. A strong family is the backbone 
of our society which includes our elders. Hawaii 's strength comes from it 's 'Ohana. we recognize the 

purpose of oul Kupuna is to lead the family and to then be supported by them. We believe that 

supporting our seniors will also help us to stabilize our economy by preventing premature 

institutionalization which in tum will increase the state dollars needed to pay for long tenn care for our 

Kupuna. 

The State's population is growing older faster than any other state, according to DBET. In 2005, 

18.7% of Hawaii 's population is 60 years of age and older (seventh in the nation), and 28.7% of 

Hawaii's households has at least one person 65 years of age and older (2nd in the nation). Life 
expectancy nationally is 77.5 years, while the age for Hawaii is 79.8 years (lSI in the nation). 

In the 2008 State of Hawaii. Older Adult Needs Assessment , a report prepared for the loint Legislative 

Committee on Family Caregiving, those sampled had a higher percentage of individuals with Activities 

of Daily Living (Eating. Dressing, Personal Hygiene, Bathing, Toileting, Transferring and Mobility) 

and Instrumental Activities of Daily Living (Prepare Meals, Shopping, Take Medications, Manage 
Money, Use Telephone, Housework, Use Public Transport) impaimlents. Over half required assistance 

with personal care and other ADLs and almost the same amount (5 1.5%) needed assistance with 

arranging for their ovm care. 

The Kupuna Care Program started in 1999 with the goal that Hawaii 's older adults will have access to 

affordable and quality - home and community based services that are client centered and family 

supported allowing them to live with independence and dignity . 



Following guidelines set by the state the program offers case management, assisted transportation, 
home delivered meals, attendant or companion services, chore or homemaker services and personal 
care. Together with other senior services in Hawaii, the Kupuna Care Programs provide a safety net to 

our frail , isolated and low income seniors. Without this net of protection our seniors face continued 
decline, hospitalization and institutionalization. 

In 2008 Kupuna Care Services assisted 9,253 individuals in Hawaii. On average a senior may receive 
2-3 meals a week (121 meals per year), 1-2 hours per week of personal care (68 hours per year), 1 
round trip transport per week (56 one way trips per year), 4 hours of chore service per year or 17 hours 
of case management per year. As you can see the assistance provided falls short of the need but is 
enough to supplement other sources of support to help seniors stay at home. 

The Kupuna Care Program is cost effective, In 2008 voluntary contributions accounted for almost 16% 
of the Kupuna Care expenditures. Kupuna Care Programs expand services by utilizing volunteers, For 
example Lanakila MOW uses 1,344 volunteers who provide 24,543 hours of service delivering meals. 
The value of this service is $184,075 and without it a full 2/3 of the meals would not be delivered, 

By caring for our Kupuna we are in tum caring for their family members. The economic impact of 
family caregiving is significant. In ValUing the Invaluable: The Economic Value of Family Caregiving, 

2008 Update, a study conducted by the AARP Public Policy Institute, found the value of caregiving at 
$1.25 billion in Hawaii, The cost of this care continues to rise as the number of individuals needing 
care increase, If these costs were shifted to health insurers, including Medicare and Medicaid, it would 
dramatically increase health care costs and this increase would impact us all. We know that family 
members are impacted by the stress of caregiving, often taking time off work or quitting their jobs, 
According to the assessment over 25% of Hawaii's households have at least one individual providing 
informal unpaid care for an adult aged 60 or older with physicaJ or cognitive disabilities , Over 55 
percent of these caregivers are employed and of this total , over 26% indicated that their employment 
was affected by their caregiving responsibilities, Over 77% took time off from work to deal with 

caregiving responsibilities. Caregivers stated they work less hours. turn down promotions and take 
leaves of absence. Caregivers who do not have access to adequate relief from their duties and who lack 
knowledge of the aging process and their reactions to caregiving can suffer from emotional and 
physical exhaustion, In many situations, such exhaustion can lead to inadequate care, abuse or neglect 
of the senior and sometimes premature institutionalization, 

Evidenced-based studies have reported that early intervention is the key to beller outcomes for seniors 
requiring supportive services to remain in their community, A 2002 study reported in The 
Geronto logist, "Effects of a Community-Based Early Intervention Program on the Subjective Well­
Being, Institutionalization, and Mortality of Low-Income Elders", "those elders who received the 
intervention (case management) had significantly higher subjective well-being and were less likely to 
be institutionalized or die than those in a comparison group (remained on waiting lists for case 

management) across the I8-month period." The study states that the implications of the results are thal 
they "make a strong case for the importance of community-based progranls to the well-being of 
elders", 



STATE OF HAWAII 
TWENTY-FIFTH LEGISLATURE 
SENATE HEALTH COMMITTEE 
SENATE HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE 
Hearing: Tuesday, February 10, 2009 -1:15PM 

RE: S81679 

IN STRONG SUPPORT 

Dear Committee Members, 

My name is Jay Raymundo and I and the Chief Operating Officer of Aloha 
Ha bilitation Services, a home and com munity-based Medicaid waiver provider for 
individuals with developmental disabilities and mental retardation (DD/MR). 

Cu rrently our organization se rves 130 individuals of the roughly 2500 individuals 
with DD/MR in the State Hawaii. The services that we provide include, Personal 
Assistance Habilitation (PAB). Residential Habilitation (RES/HAS), CHORE Services, 
Sk illed Nursing and Respite. Approximately 30 individuals of the 130 have Respite 
services as agreed upon in their Individual Service Plans (ISP) - a plan which is 
basically a n assessment of the individual with OO/MR created by a team of social 
workers, providers, families/friends, guardians/legal representatives, and other 
professionals such as nurses, physical therapists, psychiatrists. behaviorists. and 
other allied health professionals. 

A reductio n in Respite services will have a s ignificant impact on our individuals 
receiving this service. Respite services are meant to help relieve families who are 
not able to care for their children or relatives because these families (particularly 
the parents of these individuals) are wet! in their 70s oreven 80s, and some of them 
have health challenges of their own. As much as these families would like to help 
their chi ldren or relatives with OO/MR, it can be very difficult for them, especia lly in 
our economic situation. 

Having a care provider or direct support worker provide respite serv ices will ensure 
that the individual with OO/MR will have the support to maintain health and safety 
s tanda rds in times when the family is unable to do so. Therefore, I am in strong 
support ofSB 1679 which will allocate some funds. if not, restore all funds back into 
the DD/MR DD Division Respite and Partnerships in Community Living (PICL) 
program. 

Thank you for your support as well!! 

Jay Raymundo 



Testimony for HMS-HTH 2/10/2009 1 :1S:00 PM S81679 

Conference room: 016 
Testifier position: support 
Testifier will be present: No 
Submitted by: marvin holley 
Organization: Individual 
Address: 301b west puainako st . hilo,hawaii 
Phone: 808-959-6719 
E-mail: gholley@hawaii.rr.com 
Submitted on: 2/10/2009 

Comments: 
as a foster parent to two young men with multiple disabilities. i cannot begin to 
express how the quality of life of my boys will be detrimentally impacted if 
their service provider Full life of Pahoa were to be defunded if this measure is 
defeated . Both of my boys require an environment with as little change to their 
routines as possible and Full life has been their provider for the last 2 years 
and they have done an exceptional job of giving them the support they need. Most 
of their direct service workers have been with them for that whole time. They have 
repeatedly demonstrated in addition to their professionalism their personal 
support and caring . I can't begin to see how we will cope if they become 
insolvent and if that infrastructure goes away it probably won't be back in the 
near future . Thank you for your attention and hopefully your support on this 
issue. sincerely,Marvin Holley 



TO WHOM IT MA Y CONCERN: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679. This bill makes an emergency 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels of 
programs determined to be essent ial to education, public health, and welfare. Specifica lly I am supporting 
appropriations to restore lost funding for the DepllTfme'" of Hea/,I, Respite, DD DivisioIJ DDIMR 
Waiver, (llUlllte DD DiI';s;olt Pflr'lterships h, Conlllllmily Livillg (PICL Pmgrflllu". 

What PA services means to us. 

It allows me to work, knowing that my daughter is safe and cared for; That 
her goals and dreams are being honored and encouraged; That I am setting 
a good example for my daughter by being a productive member of society. 

It allows my daughter to share her day when we meet at night, rejoicing at 
her new skills my daughter, or comforting her through her frustrations. 

It allows us to be a family. 

Lupo Paupore 
PLI 
Toll Free #: (888) 844-7679 xt 80 
Direct # : (808) 928-8286 

Toll Free Fax (877) 693-6486 
Cell # : (808) 895-1975 



Tuesday, February 10, 2009 

The Honorable Suzanne Chull Oak land and David Y. Ige 
State of Hawaii , Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on 1·luman Serv ices & Health 
Twenty·Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawai i 96813 

Subject: SB 1679- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE 
FUND 

Hearing: Tuesday, February 10,2009, 1: 1 Spm (Joint Committee on Health and Human 
Services & Housi ng), Conference Room 0 I 6 

Dear Senators Chun-Oakland and Ige & Members of the Joint Committees 0 11 Human Serv ices 
and Health: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679. This bill makes an emergency 
appropriation from Ihe emergency and budget rund of the State of Hawa ii to maintain Ihe levels 
of programs delennined 10 be essentia l 10 educat ion, public health, and we lfare. Specifically I am 
support ing appropriations to restore 1051 funding for the Deparlmellt oj Health Respite, DD 
Divil';o" DDIMR Waiver, amI the DD Db·i,'io" Partner.,,/tips ii, Comm""ity U,'i"C (PICL 
Programs. 

I am a pareltl 0/ a son with a disability that IllIs bee" able to access !wpport afforded by tlte 
services offered ill the MRiDD Waiver ill ortler 10 care/or my child. Wil" Ihe !Ulpport oj,lte.\'e 
sen·icel' I amllble to know Ilwl Itis IIee(b' llre beillC met (lIld Ihlll he is ,Wife, My .wlIt ;" . lIble 
participate ;" mewting/ul aclivilies ,ha' allow him til i"uease /tis im/epemlellce, IIwillta;II 
heal'h anti sa/ety, clII,tilwe to participate i" Itis exercise progrmm', ami to Irave 111i/e just like 
eJ.·ery ollrer citizen, Witltoulll,e sen/ices prm·ided limier 'Ire /UR/DD Wtliver, III)' .\'011 Klould 
IllIvl! 10 he Itollle IIlone, t!isetll1l'ged/rolll lite cOIIIIIIIII,ity ",Itiel, would be m"jor "ellltlt III1tI 
stl/ety cotlce",. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be pUlling at risk 
the thousands of fam ilies that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you fo r the opponuni ty to present lestimony in Strong Support ofSB 1679. I can be 
reached at (808)935-6046, for any further questions, 

Sincerely, 

Marlene Miprano 



Monday, February 9, 2009 

The Honorable Suzanne Chun Oak land and Dav id y, Ige 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Human Services & Health 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu . Hawaii 96813 

Subject: S8 1679- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE FUND 

Hearing: Tuesday, February 10,2009, I: ISpm (Joint Com miuee on Health and Hu man Services 
& "lousing), Conference Room 016 

Dear Senators Chun-Oakland and Ige & Members of the Joint Committees on '·Iuman Services and 
Hea lth : 

I am submitli ng testi mony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679, This bill makes an emergency 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fu nd of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels of 
programs detennined to be essentia l to education, public health, and welfare, Specifically I am supporting 
appropriations to restore lost funding for the Departmelll 0/ Hellillt Respite, DD Divij'ioll DDIMR 
Wail 'er, lim/lite DD Divij'ioll Parlltershipj' ill Cm",wlIlity Lb,jllg (PICL ProgrmlU'. 

111m II sillg/e parenl of 4 d,ildrell witlt dis(,hililies, 3 of wltom /ww! been able 10 ('CUSS support 
afforded by lite services of/erell ill lite MRiDD Waiver program. Tltese services pro).il/e i"valw,ble 
supporl 011 a day to day haj'is ill carillg/or alld meelillg Ilteir illllividllailleeds. 2 oftl.e d,illiretr lIeed 
cm .... llml s lipen'isioll for Ilteir safelY mId well-heillg, Wilitouliltese services, I will be lite ollly persolllo 
t(lke ClITe of ellery one oftlteir needs. J kllow tltall cmlllol do litis alolle. Bemuse ofllteu sen'ice!i, my 
d,ildrel' are able to fim clioll beller witllill lit e Itome alllllun'e become II parI 0/ our ('OItmumity. IlulI'e 
also beell able /0 go 10 school to filrlher my educalio" , ,herefore helpillg me 10 be (I belfer pare"" 
Witltoullhe services, I will have 10 meet lite deli/mitis of all my cltildre" alOlle, mull 11m cOllcem et! IIllIt 
my OWl1 health H,m deleriorate. If tit lit H'ere 10 happell, I relllly wo,, '1 be oJ help 10 tltem alld I worry 
about ",ho will carefor tltem. Please Itelp me itl sllfeg llllrtli"g my chilflre" by allowi"g them to receive 
the Itecessary help Illal they fleet! to continue 10 IllI ve a qualilY life. 

[f the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk the 
thousands of families that are or were served each month in these vel)' valuable programs. Thank you for 
the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support of S8 1679. I can be reached at 668-7285 for 
any further questions. 

Sincerely, 

Charizena Croker 



Tuesday, February 10,2009 

The Honorable Suzanne Chun Oakland and David Y. Ige 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Human Services & Health 
Twenty·Fi Fth Legislature 
State Capi tol 
415 S. Beretan ia Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE 
FUND 

Hearing: Tuesday, February 10,2009, I: JSpm (Joint Committee on Hea lth and I-Iuman 
Services & Housing), Conference Room 016 

Dear Senators Chun·Oakland and Ige & Members of the Joint Committees on Human Services 
and Hea lth: 

I am submitt ing testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679. Th is bill makes an emergency 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs determined to be essential to education. public health, and welfare. Speci fically I am 
supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Department 0/ Health R(!jpite, DD 
Division DDIMR Waiver, am! the DD Division Partnerships ill Community Living (PICL 
Progmms. 

111m a hrotherlgmmlia" 0/11 woma" w;tl, a disability Ihat has heellab!e to access support 
afforded by Ihe services offered i" the MRIDD Wail'er it, order to clIre/or",y sister. Wilh Ihe 
supp()rt o[these "'ervices lam know that her need", are being met (111(1 tlUlt j'he is sa/e. lal,,'() 
am ensured thlll my sister 0' IIble participate ;11 mellllillgful I,clivil;es Ihat I,I/ow her 10 Iwve a 
life jllSt like every other citizell. Withollt the services provided ,lItder the MRiDD Waiver, my 
sister would IHlve 10 he home al(Jlle, disengaged/rom tl'e COllllllllllity wltiel, would he major 
he(,IIII al/(! stl/ety cOllcem. 

If lhe emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as poss ible. the slate will be putting al ri sk 
the thousands of fami lies that are or were served each month in these very val uable programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support ofSB 1679, I can be 
reached at (808)959·95 1 t, for any further questions, 

Sincerely, 

Ted Furuta 



Tuesday, February 10, 2009 

The Honorab le Suzanne Chull Oak land and David Y. Ige 
State of Hawa ii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Human Services & Hea lth 
Twenty·Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolu lu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: S8 \679- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE 
FUND 

Hearing: Tuesday, February 10, 2009, 1: 15pm (Joi nt Committee on Hea lt h and Human 
Services & Hous ing), Confe rence Room 01 6 

Dear Senators Chun-Oak land and Ige & Members of the Joi nt Committees on Human Services 
and Hea lth: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG S UPPORT OF SB 1679. This bill makes an emergency 
appropriation from (he emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii 10 maintai n Ihe levels 
of programs determ ined to be essent ia l to education, public hea lth, and we lfare. Specifically I am 
supporti ng appropriations to restore lost funding for the Department 0/ Hetlltlt Respite, DD 
Divisioll DDIMR WlIiver, (lmlthe DD Divi!,,;oll Partllersl,ips ill Community Living (PICL 
Prograllu. 

l am a parellt 0/ a SOli w;tll a disability tll t" "as bee" lIble to access support afforded hy Ihe 
~'ervices offered illille MRIDD Wa;I'er ill order to care/or my cltild. Witlt lite l'llpport o/Iltese 
serl'ice!> J kllow 11101 Itis IIeeds are heillg mel ali(I (lUll Ite is sa/e. My SOli is ahle to jJlIrlicipaie 
ill metlltillK/1I1 (lctivilies /lUll i"crease I,i~' imlepemlelltlh'illg !>kills, commtmiClllioll .\'kills, soci(ll 
~'kills, (Imllll (l / til/ow Itim 10 Itave a Ii/ejllst like every olher citizell. WilllO lil lite ~'ervicl!s 

provided limier the MRIDD Wllb'l!r, my SOli would be disengaged/I'm" tlte community wlticll 
would he a major IIealtll alld sa/el), cOllu m . 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state wi ll be putting at risk 
the thousands of fami lies that are or were served each month in these very va luable programs. 
Thank you fortile opportuni ty to present test'imony in Strong Support of SB 1679. I can be 
reached at (808)966-7579, for any further quest ions. 

Sincerely. 

Karen Me lillo 



Tuesday, February 10, 2009 

The Honorable Suzanne Chun Oakland and David y, Ige 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Human Services & Health 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S, Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject' S8 1679- RELATING TOTHE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE FUND 

Hearing: Tuesday. February 10, 2009, I : I SPill (Joint Com mittee on Health and "Iuman Services & '-lousing). 
Conference Room 0 16 

Dear Senators Chun-Oakland and Ige & Members of the Jo int Comm ittees on Human Services and Health : 

[am submi tting testimony in STRONG SUPPORTOF S8 1679, This bill makes an emergency appropriation from the 
emergency and budget fund of the State of l-lawaii to maintain the leve ls of programs determined to be essential to 
education , public health, and welfare, Specifica lly [ am supporting appropriations to restore losl funding for the 
Depar,me", of Het.I,It Relpite, DD Divil'iolt DDIMR Waiver, ultd II,e DD DiI.;sioll Partllerl'lIipl' ill Comm,mity Lil'illg 
(PICL Programs. 

I am a service .mpervil'or al {m age"cy tltlll provides ,"eTvices 10 lite MRiDD Waiver populatioll. As you already Imow 
,hefamities Iltal we l'en'e lun'e bee" llsked 10 make CUll' lI/lt1 sacrifice services beclluse o/Ilte recelll budgel redllcliolls. 
MallY fammel' have losl15% lIT more of their serv;cel' tlfftl are ill IIlighl spot. Several parlicipallis ill our program are 
severely disabled amilleed cOllslm,' care. I feel thal;t is ull/air 10 ask tl.el'e people 10 ,ake a cui h. servh,'el' because Ihey 
would 1101 be able 10 hold dowlI a job aud care/or Iheir loved olle wilhout tire support provided by the MRiDD Wab'er. 
This mea"s Ihatfamities will Itm'e to give lip llreir jobs 10 SIlly ai/rome (lIId provide care, re:mltil'g ill otlrer 
cOlI.'iequellces like loosing Ilreir home because of ilwbilily 10 ptly Ihe;r mtlrtgage or gO;IIg 011 welfare because o/t/.e 
lack of h.come to l'lIpport Ihe;r family, /f/amilies do "0' qllil tlreir jobl' they Hlill beforced 10 place their 100'ed Oil ;11 (III 
h ,SI;lIIlioll because there Hlill be IW Olle else to provide care for Ilrem. Either HillY, il will ultimately be more expem'jve 
for the l'llIle 10 prol';de hU'lilllliollal care or mher welfare services 10 flllllities Ihall it will be for lIte l'lale 10 (twtlrdl'oml! 
mOlley from 'he emergellcy reserve budget to ensure ,hal litis does nOllUlppelt, Please do 1101 make lilt u/retu/y bllll 
fillm.cial silllaliolt Hlorse for families, parliciplllr/s amI lire slale ill gelleml, I "rge YOIIIO lise some of tire mOlley from 
Ihe Emergellcy resen'e btulgello help support ollr /amilies ill Ihese difficllit ecolJomic limes, 

If the emergency appropriation is nol approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk the thousands of 
families that arc or were served each month in these very valuable programs, Thank you for the opportunity 10 present 
testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679, [can be reached at 678-3754, for any further questions, 

Sincerely, 
Danielle Giroux, B.A, 



Tuesday, February 10,2009 

The Honorable Suzanne Chun Oakland and David Y. Ige 
State of Hawaii , Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on 1·lu man Services & Health 
Twenty·Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu , Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679- RELATING TO Tl-IE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE 
FUND 

Hearing: Tuesday, February \ 0,2009, 1: \Spm (Joint Committee on Health and Human 
Serv ices & Hous ing), Conference Room 016 

Dear Senators Chun·Oakland and Ige & Members of the Joint Committees on 1·luman Serv ices 
and Health: 

I am submitting testi mony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679. This bill makes an emergency 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawa ii to maintain the levels 
of programs detennined to be essential to education, public hea lth, and we lfare. Specifically I am 
supporting appropriat ions to restore lost funding for the Depflrtme"t of Hefllth Respite, DD 
Divisio" DDIMR Waiver, (Imlthe DD DiI,isirm PartlJerslrips ill Conummity Lil'illg (PICL 
Progrtults. 

I am an employee and advocate of participants with disabilities that has been ab le to access 
support afforded by the serv ices offered in the MRIDD Waiver in order to care for peop le. With 
the support of these services I am able to provide services and ensure needs are being met and 
that participants are safe . I am ab le to put family's minds at peace when they need to go to work, 
and know their family members who receive services are able to participate in meaningful 
activities that al low them to have a life j ust like every other citizen . Without the services provided 
under the MRIDD Waiver, participants may have to be home alone, di sengaged from the 
community, and could create major health and safety concerns. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as poss ible, the state wi ll be putting at risk 
the thousands of fam ilies that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you for the opponunity to present testimony in St.-ong Suppo.-t of SB 1679. I can be 
reached at (808)681-0747, for any further questions. 

Sincerely. 

Charles Cruz 



Tuesday, February 10,2009 

The Honorable Suzanne Chun Oak land and David Y. Ige 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Comm ittee on Human Services & Health 
Twenly-Fifth Leg islature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolu lu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE 
FUND 

Hearing: Tuesday, February 10,2009, I: ISpm (Joint Committee on Health and Human 
Services & Housing), Conference Room 016 

Dear Senators Chun-Oakland and Ige & Members o f the Joint Com mittees on Human Services 
and Health : 

I am su bmitting testi mony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679. Thi s bill makes an emergency 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawa ii to main tai n the levels 
of programs dctenni ned to be essent ia l to education, public hea lth . and we lfare. Specifically I am 
supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the DeplIrlmellf of Hellillt ReJpite, DD 
DiviJ;OIl DDIMR Wllil'er, lllUltlte DD D;v;J;on PartlterJllips ill Commu"ity Living (PICL 
Programs. 

I am an employee and advocate of participants with disabil ities that has been able to access 
support afforded by the services offered in the MRIDD Waiver in order to care for people . With 
the support of these services I am able to provide serv ices and ensure need s are being met and 
that participants are safe. I am able to put fami ly'S minds at peace when they need to go 10 work, 
and know their family members who receive serv ices are able to participate in meaningful 
activities that allow them to have a life just like every other citizen. Wi thout the services provided 
under the MRfDD Waiver, participants may have to be home a lone, disengaged from the 
community, and cou ld create major health and safety concerns. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as poss ible. the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands of fami lies that are or were served each monlh in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support ofSB 1679. I can be 
reached at (808)681-0747, for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 

Charles " Bo" Roy 



Tuesday, February 10,2009 

The Honorable Suzanne Chun Oakland and David Y. Ige 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Human Services & Health 
Twenty·Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
41 S S. Seretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 9681 J 

Subject: 5B 1679- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE 
FUND 

Hearing: Tuesday, February 10,2009, I: J Spm (Joint Committee on Health and Human 
Serv ices & Hous ing), Conference Room 016 

Dear Senators Chun·Oakland and Ige & Members of the Joint Committees on Human Services 
and Heahh: 

Please accept this testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679. This bill makes an emergency 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the leve ls 
of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. Speci fica lly I am 
supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Department of Health Rejpite, DD 
Divisioll DDIMR Waiver, alllltlle DD Divisioll PaTlllershipj' ill Commullity Living (PICL 
Program.\'. 

My name is Espcranza Tapiz. I am a full time caregiver and also need a full time j ob to make sure 
needed items for parti cipant/client is taken care of. Without the DO/MR Waiver program services 
participants/clients will not have the full benefits as they do now. From a social selling 
participants gain sensory, range of motion, socia lization etc. as in a home sett ing they are limited 
and not given the full extent of what the programs can offer. Please pass this bill. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as poss ible, the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands of families that arc or were served each month in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679. J can be 
reached at (808)672·0099, for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 

Esperanza Tapiz 



Monday, February 09, 2009 

The Honorab le Suzanne Chun Oakland and David Y. Ige 
State of Hawaii , Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Human Services & Health 
Twenty·Fiflh Legislature 
Stale Capilol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE 
FUND 

Hcaring: Tuesday, February 10, 2009, I: I Spill (Joint Committee on Health and Human 
Serv ices & Housing), Conference Room 016 

Dear Senators Chun·Oakland and Ige & Members of the Joint COllun il1ecs on Human Serv ices 
and Hea lth : 

I am submitti ng testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679. Thi s bill makes an emergency 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs determined to be essentia l to education, public hea lth, and welfare. Spec ifica lly I am 
supporting appropriat ions to restore lost funding for the Departmellt of Hel,lt/, Respite, DD 
Divisioll DDIMR Waiver, IIIlllt"e DD Divb .. ioll Parlllers"ips ill Conlll"",ity Livillg (PlCL 
Programs. 

10m a gralldpare"t of 0 c"ild wit" a disilbiliry. My gralldclrild received l·ervices/rom Easter 
Seals HaKlIli'i alld, I "ave two c"iltlrell tl"" are employed by Easter Seals Hawai'i. I belie)'e 
,IIlIt EaJler Seals providel· Jervices tllllt lire mllcll "eeded/or cllildre" ",,,1 adults witll 
dis{,hilifies. It is sml to see tlleir services heing cllf! 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as poss ible, the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands of families that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to presen t testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679. 1 can be 
reached at 808-887·0942, for any further questions. 

Sincere ly, 

Yvette Swope 



Tuesday, February 10,2009 

The Honorab le Suzanne Chun Oak land and David Y. Ige 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings ~ Senate Committee on Human Services & Hcalth 
Twenty-F ifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. 8eretania Street 
Honolulu , Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE 
FUND 

Hearing: Tuesday, February 10, 2009, I: ISpm (Joint Committee on Health and Human 
Services & Housing), Conference Room 016 

Dear Senators Chun-Oakland and Igc & Members of the Joint Committees on Human Services 
and Health: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF S8 1679. This bill makes an emergency 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs detemlined to be essen tial to educat ion, public health, and welfare. Specifically I am 
supporting appropriations to restore lost fundi ng for the Deparlmelll 0/ Health Respite, DD 
Division DDlA1R Waiver, alit/the DD Divi.,·ion Partnerships ill Comnltlllity Living (PICL 
Progrf",ts. 

I tint a/oster parent, fwd mlopti"e parent 0/ dtildrell w;th developmellltli disabililie!i, (lm/lIllJ.\"o 
s(lddened by tlte choice 0/ cuts being itt this MRIDD wi/it'er. l/ully support S81679 

If the cmergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands offamil ies that arc or were served each month in these very va lu able programs. 
Thank you for the opportu nity to present testimony in Strong Support or SB 1679. I can be 
reached at 808-989-1938 for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 
Tammy Kakazu 
PO Box 582 
Mt. View, H196771 
Phone: 966-7454 



Tuesday, February 10, 2009 

The Honorable Suzanne Chun Oakland and David Y. Ige 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Human Serv ices & Health 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
4 I 5 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE 
FUND 

Hearing: Tuesday, February 10,2009, 1: 15pm (Joint Committee on Health and Human 
Serv ices & Hous ing), Conference Room 016 

Dear Senators Chun -Oakland and Ige & Members of the Joi nt COllunil1ees on I-Iuman Services 
and Health: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORTor SB 1679. This bi ll makes an emergency 
approprialion from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the leve ls 
of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. Speci fica lly I am 
supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Departnu!Ilt of Healtll Respite, DD 
Divisioll DDIMR Waiver, alltllile DD Divisioll Pflrfllersltips ilt Comnumity Livillg (PICL 
Programs_ 

Our son is diagnosed with Autism. One of the characteri stics of Autism is that they do not do 
welt with change. My son sudden ly had his services changed last week, wi th little warning. He 
keeps ask ing why he does not get to see his stafT, Ken , on Wednesdays and Fridays. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as poss ible, the stale wil l be putting at risk 
the thousands of families that are or were served each month in these very val uable programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in St rong Supporl ofSB 1679. I can be 
reached at 874-5519, for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 

Bob and Eva Kalinich 



Tuesday, February 10,2009 

The Honorable Suzanne Chun Oakland and David Y. Ige 
State of Hawa ii , Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Human Services & Health 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679· RELATING TOTHE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE 
FUND 

Hearing: Tuesday, February 10,2009, I: I Spm (Joint Committee on Hea lth and J-Juman 
Services & Housing), Conference Room 016 

Dear Senators Chun-Oakland and Jge & Members of the Joint Committees on Human Services 
and Health; 

I am submitting testimo ny in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679. Thi s bill makes an emergency 
appropriation from the emergency and budgel fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the leve ls 
of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. Spec ifically I am 
supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Depllrtment of ilea/til Respite, DD 
Division DDMR Jf/ail1er, (lIId the DD Divis;oll Purtllersl,;ps ;11 Co"m"m;ty Liv;IIg (PICL 
Progrllm!;_ 

I have been a therapist for the past 25 years spending each day helping people with di sabilities. 
have never seen anyt hing so drasti c that has affected the lives of people with di sabilities and their 
families. The recent budget reduction s have severely put people at ri sk and all o ru s as a 
community will suffer iflhi s is not addressed soon. I appreciate that we all need to cut back right 
now and the economy is in a challenging time .... but, we can not let this rest on the backs of 
people that are unable to se lf-preserve. All of us need to do our part to ensure that people with 
disabilities are given every o pportunity to be s uccess ful , challenged, and live their life dream. 
More importantly, we need to make sure that we have provided them all the suppon they need to 
be safe! 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state wi ll be putting at risk 
the thousands offarnilies that are or were served each month in these very va luable programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support ofSB 1679. I can be 
reached at (808) 384-7579, for any funher questions. 

Sincerely, 

AnasLasia Keller-Collins 



Monday, February 9,2009 

The Honorable Suzanne Chun Oak land and David Y. Ige 
Stale of Hawaii. Joinl Hearings - Senate Committee on Human Services & Health 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE 
FUND 

Hearing: Tuesday, February 10,2009, I: Ispm (Joint Committee on Health and Human 
Services & Housing), Conference Room 016 

Dear Senators Chun-Oakland and Ige & Members of the Joint Committees on '·Iuman Services 
and Health : 

I am submitt ing testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF S8 1679. This bill makes an emergency 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs detennined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. Specifically I am 
supporting appropriations to restore lost fu ndi ng for the Department 0/ Hellltil Respite, DD 
Division DDf/,fR Waiver, 1I11l1tl,e DD Division PflTfller.\'/rips in Community Ul.illt; (P1CL 
Prograllls. 

My m,me is Gavi"-Jol,,, Mata a"d I 11111 II Com"tlmily Based Provider/Direct Sen.;ce Worker 
(It1ll work willi ilu/i"idllflls w;III Developmental Di.mbililiel'. I supporllhis bill becatlse tllese 
.\·ervices lire imporltmt. PI"ticiptllltS gel to intertlcl with their community tllld their commtmity 
gelS to intertlcl with them. We tire al/ Ille SlIlIIe 01111 our parlicipants l'luJIIItI be themsel"es. 
Without tltis service, our participanll' wouldll't be able 10 acceSl' tile cmw",mity 1I1l11 would be 
left allwme majority of the time. Let's help ,hem to become contributing members o/ the 
community. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be puuing at risk 
the thousands of families that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you for the opportu nity to present testimony in St rong Support of S8 1679. I can be 
reached at 756-0998 for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 
Gavin-John Mata 
2706 Pulima Dr. 
Hilo, HI 96720 



Tuesday. February 10,2009 

The Honorable Suzanne Chun Oakland and David Y. Ige 
Stale of Hawaii. Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Human Services & Health 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: 581679- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE 
FUND 

Hearing: Tuesday, February 10, 2009, I: ISpm (Joint Comm ittee on Health and Human 
Serv ices & Housing), Conference Room 016 

Dear Senators Chun-Oakland and Ige & Members of the Joint Committees on Human Services 
and Health: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF S8 1679. This bi ll makes an emergency 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the leve ls 
of programs detennined to be essent ial to education, public health, and welfare . Specifica lly I am 
supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Deparlllum, 0/ Heal'h Re3pile, DD 
Divi.fioll DDIMR Wtliver, alld 'he DD Divisioll Partnerships ill Commullity LivillC (PICL 
Programs. 

I am II paret" 0/(' SOIl wilh a lli.mbili'y tlIlII IIa3' beet' able '0 access suppor, afforded by tl,e 
3'enices offered ill Ille ftlR1DD Wilil't!r ill ortler /(} care/or my child. Wilh 'he .Hlpport 0fthe.fe 
services J am able 10 C(J ItJ work kllowillg IIItll hi!>' lIeetl\' are beillg mel ami ,11,,1 he i,,' !>·tlfe. Not 
ollly a", J able 10 go to work, bllt my SOli is able p"rlicipale ill metmillgf"laclivilies Ihal ,,/low 
him to IIm'e " lije jll3't like every otlIer cilh,e" . Witlwlllihe services providedllluler Ihe MRIDD 
Waiver, my SOli wouh/ IIa ve 10 be home alolle, db'ellgage(1 from Ihe commu"ily which woultl be 
",(,jor IIeallh IlIld safelY co" certl. My SOli ;!>' Iwl lIble 10 SIllY home alo"e, lIe lIeed.,· Cllre 24 
IIours every duy. Dlle 10 tile bllligel cui!>' my ,wmlllls 10 slay home Iwo days 0111 ofllIe week alld 
Illlll'/! 10 hire people 10 lake Cllfe o/Ilim !>'o ,hall call work. TI,e Ilti"g I am mosl sCllred o/IIis 
is tlIe fulllrefor Ille people witii disabililies. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be puning at risk 
the thousands of fam ilies that are or were served each month in these very va luable program s, 
Thank you fo r the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support of SO 1679, I can be 
reached at (808)982-8719, for any further questions, 

Sincerely, 

Helen Trusde ll 



Tuesday. February 10,2009 

The Honorable Suzanne Chun Oak land and David Y. Ige 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Commil1ee on Huma n Services & Health 
Twenty-Fifth Legis lature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolul u. Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679- RELATING TOTHE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE 
FUND 

I-Iearing: Tuesday, February 10,2009, I: ISpm (Joint Committee on Health and "Iuman 
Services & l'lous ing), Conference Room 016 

Dear Senators Chun-Oakland and Ige & Members of the Joint Committees on Human Serv ices 
and Health: 

Please accept th is testimony in STRONG SUPPORTOF S8 \679. This bill makes an emergency 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs detcnnined to be essent ia l to education, public health, and we lfare. Specifically 1 am 
supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Department of Healtlt Respite, DD 
Di'll;s;oll DDIMR Waiver, amlll,e DD Db';s;on PaTII,ersl,;ps;" Commu,,;ty Livi"g (PICL 
Progrtlms. 

My son Robert and daughter Janet attend Easter Seals Hawai'i and without these funds it would 
be difficult for them to cont inue. Since they need the cont inuing socialization and mental 
st imulat ion this program affords, they would lose a very important part of their lives. This is 
something that I have fought fo r, for our Illany deserving challenged adults. Please pass this bi ll. 

If the emergency appropriat ion is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be pUlling at risk 
the thou sands of families that are or were served each month in these very va luable programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support ofSB 1679. I can be 
reached at (808)672-0099. fo r any further questions. 

Sincerely, 

Elizabeth Russell 



Tuesday. February 10. 2009 

The Honorable Suzanne Chun Oakland and David Y. Ige 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Human Services & Health 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE 
FUND 

Hearing: Tuesday. February 10, 2009, I: I SPill (Joint Committee on Health and Human 
Services & Housing), Conference Room 016 

Dear Senators Chun-Oakland and Ige & Members of the Joi nt Committees on '·Iuman Services 
and Health: 

I am submit1ing testimony in STRONG SUPPORTOF SB 1679. This bill makes an emergency 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the leve ls 
of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. Specifically I am 
supporti ng appropriations to restore lost funding for the Departmelll of Hell II" Respile, DD 
Division DDIMR Waiver, alll/Ihe DD Divi.<oiolJ Partllerships ill Commullity LMllg (PICL 
Programs. 

I am supporling S81679, because Easter Seals helped my SOil ill E.lto achieve success hrjille 
molor, (llul gross molor helpillg I,im calch lip 10 his appropriale lIge lew!!. J work as a PA ill 
Ihe Iwme ami cO""lIllJlity based progmm til Easler Seals (Illt/flllly support/heir mil'sim, ill 
providing e!4:ceptiollal services to people with developmental dil·abilities. These people lIeed 10 
IllIve fhe same aCCess (lIId opportunities as a,,)'olle else, it woultl be.w sad 1o see llnymore Culs 
ill this area. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands of families that are or were served each month in lhese very valuable programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support ofSB 1679. I can be 
reached at 808-989-1938 for any further questions. 

Sincerely. 
Richard Ah-Yo III 
P.O Box 1081 
Keaau Hi 96749 
(808)968-6255 



Monday, February 9. 2009 

The Honorable Suzanne Chun Oakland and David Y. Ige 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Human Serv ices & Health 
Twenty-Fifth Legis lature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE FUND 

Hearing: Tuesday, February 10, 2009, I: I Spm (Joint Committee on Health and Human Serv ices 
& Hous ing), Conference Room 016 

Dear Senators Churl-Oakland and Ige & Members of the Joint Committees on I'!uman Services and 
Health: 

J am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679. This bill makes an emergency 
appropriation from th e emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawa ii to maintain the leve ls of 
programs detcnnined to be essential to education, public health, and we lfare. Specifically I am supporting 
appropriations to restore lost funding for the Deptlrlmettl 0/ Helllth Relpile, DD Db'isiOll DDIMR 
W(,iw!r, alld Ihe DD Divisioll Parlllen.hips ill Cmllnumily Living (PICL) Progmms. 

I work (IS (, Progmlll "ftmager for a IIoll-profil orgmlizlllil)ll tlwl pmvides DDIMR Wuiver serl/ice!'. 
These past 2 mOlltft.,· have bee" difficult/or /t1l1Jilies alUl direct support workers. We Ilflve spe"t ",llIlY 
days (alltl some "igltts) meetil'g a"d Iistell;Ilg to /amilies regarding tlte a/Jectl· tlte cune'" blldget C((ts 
lrave lrad Oil them. We Itear about single ptITellts wlto care/or seveTllI childrell with di!;abilities amI 
wlto withotlt our supporl, Ilte/amily Imit wOllld crllmble. We Itear (lbout motlters wlw provide c(lre 10 
their cltild who is Illlally depemlelli. Meeti"gs witlt direct support workers It(ll'e II0t beell easy either. 
Tel/b'G people 1It(l1 their work IWllrs (Ire gellillg Cllt is difficult, kllowillg ,ltailltey may lose tlteir 
medical belle fits or be at risk for IwmelesslJess. The support o/Iltis bill is crucial 10 tlte lives of so 
mallY people. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as poss ible, the slate wi ll be putting al risk the 
thousands offarnilies lhat arc or were served each month in these very va luab le programs. Thank you for 
the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support orSB 1679. I can be reached at 779-681 7 for 
any further quest ions. 

Sincerely. 

Denise Bartimus 



Tuesday, February 10, 2009 

The Honorable Suzanne Chun Oakland and David Y. Ige 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Human Services & Heahh 
Twenty.Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: S8 1679- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE 
FUND 

Hearing: Tuesday. February 10,2009. I: 15plll (Joint Committee on Health and Human 
Services & Housing), Conference Room 016 

Dear Senators Chun·Oakland and Ige & Members of the Joint Committees on Human Services 
and Health : 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF S8 1679. This bill makes an emergency 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs determined to be essential to education, public heahh, and welfare. Specifically I am 
supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Departmellt of Heal,,, Re!>pite, DD 
Divisioll DDIMR Wiliver, tlltd 'he DD Dil'isitJII PtlT'"en;hips ill Co",,,,ulli,y Livillg (PICL 
Programs. 

I am Doreen Dela Cruz We need funds to support our handicap's they are in need of 
getting help. As a parent oran handicap chi ld I know how hard it isjusl seeing them 
suffer and yet they taking the funds from them. Please help our handicap's and 
disable. Thank you 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as poss ible, the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands of families that are or were served eac h month in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support of 5B 1679. I can be 
reached at 808-989·1938 for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 
Doreen Dela Cruz 
(808)963-6677 



Tuesday, February 10,2009 

The Honorable Suzanne Chun Oakland and David Y. Ige 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Human Services & Health 
Twenty-F ifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679- RELATING TOTl-1E EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE 
FUND 

Hearing: Tuesday, February 10,2009, 1: 15pm (Joint Comm ittee on Health and Human 
Services & Housing), Conference Room 016 

Dear Senators Ch un-Oakland and Ige & Members of the Joint Committees on Human Services 
and Hea lth: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679. This bill makes an emergency 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the Stale of Hawa ii to main tain the levels 
of programs detennined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. Spec ifica lly I 3m 

supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Departmellt of Healtlt Respite, DD 
Division DDIMR Waiver, ami tl,e DD Divisioll PllTlllersltip:,' ill Comn"lIIi1y Lil'b'g (PICL 
Programs. 

I am (, provider for a young girl willt a disability tltalltas been able 10 l,,·ce:,·.\· slipporillf/orded 
by lite service.~ offered ill Ihe MR/DD Waiver ill order 10 receive C(lre. Wi,,, 'he supporl of 
,hese services tlte parents of the child I work wit" are able to go to work knowing thalthe;r 
child ;s safe lIml her lIeeds are being mel. Nol 01111' is Ihe pare"t able 10 glllO work bm Iter 
daugltler i:,' able 10 participate illmellltillcfulllClivilie:" thaI allow Irer 10 Illlve (,life jllstlike 
every otlrer citizen. W;lholit t"e services provided ullder tl,e ftfRlDD Wail'er, tltis ymmg lady 
woult/ltal'e to be "ome alolle, disellgaged from lite commulI;ly wlticlt woult/ be (I major helll," 
alltl safely cOllcem. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting a l ri sk 
the thousands of families that are or were served each month in these very va luab le programs. 
Thank you for the opportuni ty to present testimony in Strong Support of SO 1679. I can be 
reached at 808-990-270 I, for any furthe r questions. 

Sincere ly, 

Na lani Aiwohi 



UNIVERSITY 
of HAWAi'I ' 

MANOA 

Myron 8. Thompson School 01 Social WorI< 
Office of the Dean 

February 10.2009 

Senator Suzanne Chun Oakland, Chair Senate Human Services Committee 
Senator David Ige, Chair, Senate Health Committee 
Members of the Committees 
Hawaii State Capitol, Honolulu, HI 96813 

Re: SB 1697, Relating to the Rainy Day Fund 

Dear Senators Chun-Oakland and Ige: 

I am Gail Breakey, Director of the Hawaii Family Support Institute and I am testifying in support of SBN 1679. 

The current economic downturn is affecting many businesses and individuals necessitating major cuts in the state 
budget for all services. s stated in the bill, in economic crises pe<? Ie in verty do suffer the most. Studies also 
show that in economic crisis, bot omestlc VIO ence an c d abuse rates increase. * nv0;i"k1 11.,1 ~~.:.v.'r <'-;J 
It is hoped that the Economic Recovery Act will provide funding relief}{or additional food supplies and low 
income ~n8L Which are two areas of great need. 

Another area of great need is to ensure the safety of young children, particularly those of overburdened parents 
who were already at -i1sk aue 60th to poverty and theu own early adverse cliifilli expenences. This is ffie 
~pulation addressed by the Healthy Start program, whicli bas been eIiiDiiiited Trom the state budget. 

Healthy Start is a critical part of the safety net for overburdened parents in poverty for several reasons. 
l> Policy experts now recognize from research that the ~tional development of children of families in 

poverty is significantly affected by the stresses of the parents in regard to continual1inancial crisis (policy 
Brief: I he Impact oj Poverty on Early Childhood Development, Centre for Community Child Health, 
Victoria, Australia). 

» As noted above, poY.ert)' is a major risk factor for abuse, which becomes exacerbated in times of economic 
crisis. (Prevent Child Abuse America ~e!"cq ~El1J1lary, 2008) 

}oo Healthy Start assists [amiJies to obtain~tdY~es as part of the basic approach to stabilizing 
families and reducing stress; resources that families often do not know about or how to access on their 
oWn. As such, ifiSiDunportant part orne safety net. 

}oo Healthy Start addresses a range of issues as included in the Family Stress Checklist screening took. which 
.... are risk factors for abuse and poor developmental outcomes. 

L 
> Healthy Start has a track record of stabilizing fami lies and averting adverse experiences in early childhood 

over many years, as evidenced by the low occurrences of actual abuse and neglect among families served, 
and the high rate of families at very high risk who are identified, served and sometimes referred to CPS's 
threatened hann and continue to work with the families through Healthy Start or Enhanced Healthy Start. 

1800 faSl-We51 Rood, Henke Hall Honolulu, Hilwal 'i 96822 
T(!I"Poon(!; 1608) 956-6300 Fill(; (8061956-5964 
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)- The Center for Disease Control has endorsed home visiting as an effective intervention to avert abuse and 
promote healthy development. 

Healthy Start has an identified cost benefit ratio of2.7:1 . per a study by UH Economist David McClain The costs 
projected by eliminating Healthy Start are significant at over twice the cost of the 2008 budget. 

Documentation on typical case profiles, intervention and outcomes, child protective referrals, as well as studies 
and policy papers which support this program are available. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on SB 1697. 

Sincerely, 

Gail Breakey, Director 
Hawaii Family Support Institute 
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Association 
Senate Committees on Health and Human Services 
Conference Room 16. 2/10/09. 1:15 p.m. 

This testimony is requesting that Rainy Day Funds be used for Homeless Prevention. 

It is possible that we have become used to seeing people who are homeless. Where I live 
in Moiliili [see homeless people every day. They live in Old Stadium Park, and on the 
stairs of the library. They eat at Burger King and spend the days where they can. At 
night, living my office in the early evening I am used to seeing homeless people in the 
doorways on Bishop St. and in the morning I am greeted by people sleeping in the 
doorways on Bethel Street and in the park next to Hawaii Theatre. 

The numbers of homeless people in Hawaii have grown considerably in the last 10 
years. [t is such an incremental growth that we may have come to accept it. But how 
many of us have delved into the personal tragedies that have resulted in the sleeping 
forms. How many of us have calculated what it would take for us, or our parents or 
children, to join their ranks. 

It wouldn't take very much to become homeless, according to a state study, which 
determined that 262,000 of us are less than 3 months of pay checks away from being 
homeless. Only 3 months. And another 92,000 of us are much closer to homelessness ­
unable to afford to pay the high costs of rent those 92,000 of us live with friends and 
family, live in shared housing renting rooms for $500 - 600 a month. Added together 
this is nearly 1/3 of Hawaii's population. 

It's no wonder people are feeling scared now. It's no wonder we are buying less, saving 
pennies, wondering which shoe wiIJ drop first. Not much is being said yet about the 
people who have lost their jobs and the people with reduced hours and reduced 
incomes, but we all know someone and if we think about it we know it could be us. 

The scarier thing is that there is every likelihood that it will be some of us. This is the 
trap we are caught in, the high cost of housing has us working too many hours, too 
many days of the year and too many of us live too many miles from town to have a good 
neighborhood where our children can grow. As tourism drops in an accelerating rate 
fewer and fewer of us are going to retain our jobs. Fewer families will have 2-3 salaries 
to pay the rent or the mortgage. We can expect more homes to foreclose, more rentals to 
go empty, more banks to be impacted, more people to live in overcrowded homes and 
rooms, more shelters to be built, more people to live in situations they never imagined as 

they become homeless. 



Here in Hawaii we have a chance to do something about preventing homelessness if we 
choose. Preventing homelessness is always the better choice. Supporting people to pay 
what they can and work off the rest has dignity. Standing on the street in a soup kitchen 
or sleeping in a park or in the weeds does not Shelter in Place is the way to create 
continuity, to reduce the need for services, to keep people well and children in school. 

Many households will continue to have a wage earner working, but working fewer 
hours or getting a lower salary. Or one parent wiU continue to work while the other is 
searching to get back in the workforce. We can help those people to not become 
homeless. We can help them get through the roughest times by helping them Shelter In 
Place. It is really very simple: many of them will need a subsidy to help pay part of their 
housing costs while they look for work, cut their expenses, look for ways to restructure 
their mortgages or for cheaper places to live. 

There are non-profit agencies, such as Catholic Charities and Salvation Army that have 
implemented programs that help families pay rent to prevent eviction or make money 
for first month's rent available in times of crisis. The state even has a smaU rent subsidy 
program. It is very conceivable that the lessons learned from managing these programs 
could be utilized to implement a Shelter In Place Program. 

The difference would be that under the Shelter In Place Program an individual or a 
family could apply for a loan or a grant to help them pay the difference between their 
income and what they need to pay rent or mortgage. The funds they receive could be a 
grant as many other programs like FEMA are, or they could be a loan to be repaid at low 
or no interest or they could be repaid by doing some form of community service. For 
example: they might help repair and repaint publiC housing units or volunteer with 
Habitat for Humanity or volunteer in an after school program or other social service. 

This program is truly a win win solution. It would save many families from 
homelessness and landlords from foreclosure. It would save the state money that would 
otherwise be needed for shelters, social services, health care and all the other services 
that are attenuated with homelessness. People who are able to pay for their housing but 
due to loss of part of their work need a hand to make the full payment would be 
afforded the dignity of remaining in their own home and would be able to repay the 
community that has supported them. 

Thank you for the opportunity to share this vision. 

Kathleen Hasegawa, Executive Director, Hawajj Habitat for Humanity, 808-538-7676 

------



TESTIMONY TO THE COMMITTEES ON HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 
REGARDING 

SUPPORT OF SB 1679, RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE FUND 

Tuesday, Feb. 10,2009 
1:15 pm, Room 016 

Chaimlan C11Un-Oakland, Chairman 1ge, and Members of the Committees on H ealth and Human 
Services: 

My name is Dr. Jon Matsuoka and 1 am the Dean of the Myron B. Thompson School of Social Work at 
the University of Hawaii at Manoa. I am testifying today in support of SB 1679, which seeks to 
appropriate funds from the emergency budget and reserve fund to maintain levels oepro,grams for 
education, human services, and health. 

As stated in section onc of SB 1679, these are difficult times for our state, OUf nation, and the world in 
general. Many people will be affected by the economic downturn in the United States, but none morc 
drastically than the most vulnerable segments of our society. And the results of this will have a rippling 
effect throughout the community, unless we are ab le to maintain safety nets in the form of adequate levels 
ofheallh and human service programs. 

Who among us could deny that we are experiencing an emergency situation that demands radical methods 
of intervention? I strongly concur with the proponents of this bill who maintain that the use of the 
emergency and budget reserve fund to save essential health and human service programs is an appropriate 
lise of those funds and that there has never been a time recently where it has been more needed. 

The economic situation in our state and nation may, and hopefully will be, temporary. But if we allow 
essential services to tem1inate now, we may nevcr see many of them again. Drastic reductions in 
funding, especially to the smaller non-profit organizations and programs, are basically the same as laking 
funding away completely because there is no way that they will be able to make up the difference 
necessary to maintain their operation. 

Now is the time for the legislature to take strong measures to ensure the continued health and wellbeing of 
our entire community. I therefore urge you to support SB 1679 and thank you for considering my 
comments. 



Tuesday, February 10,2009 

The Honorable Suzanne Ch un Oakland and David Y. Ige 
State of I'!awaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Human Serv ices & Health 
Twenty-Firth Legislature 
State Cap itol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE 
FUND 

Hearing: Tuesday, February 10, 2009, I: ISpm (Joint Comminee on Health and Human 
Services & Housing), Conference Room 016 

Dear Senators Chun-Oakland and Jge & Members of the Joint Committees on Human Services 
and Health: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679. This bill makes an emergency 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii 10 maintain the levels 
of programs determined to be essential to education, public health , and welfare. Spec ifically I am 
supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Departme"t of Healtlt Respite, DD 
Divi!j;0I1 DDIMR Waiver, alld lite DD Divisioll Partllerships ill Commullity Living (PICL 
Programs. 

The services my daughter receives has Changed her life and made my life a lot more manageable. My 
daughter has Downs Syndrome and was very difficult to teach her appropriate things to do. With 
the attention I need to give to my ailing husband, who has prostate cancer, and is on dialysis, having 
no use of his hands or feet due to a stroke he suffered some years ago, it was very difficult to manage 
the needs of my daughter. The Personal Assistant services she receives from the Medica id Waiver 
program has allowed my daughter to grow towards independence. She is able to do things for herself 
like brush her own teeth, know that she can leave the store after getting a treat, and following a 
visual schedule to be more independent with her responsibilities after school. The services she 
receives are definitely invaluable services that have changed her and her whole family ' s well.being. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk the 
thousands of families that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. Thank you for 
the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support of SO 1679. I can be reached at 808-956·7294 for 
any further questions. 

Sincerely, 

Valerie Thompson 



Tuesday, February 10, 2009 

The Honorable Suzan ne Chun Oakland and David Y. Ige 
Stale of Hawa ii , Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Human Services & Health 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Berelania Street 
Honol ul u, Hawaii 96813 

Subjecl: SB 1679- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE 
FUND 

Hearing: Tuesday, February 10,2009, I: 15pm (Joint Committee on Hea lth and Hu man 
Services & Housing), Conference Room 016 

Dear Senators Chun-Oakland and Ige & Members of the Joint Committees on Human Services 
and Health: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF S8 1679. This bi ll makes an emergency 
appropriation from the emergency and budgeL fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. Spec ifically I am 
supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Deparlmenl of Healilt Relpile, DD 
Division DDIMR WtI;ver, {lilt! lite DD Div;siQlr Pllrlnersltips in Comnllw;ty L;v;,rg (PICL 
Progmms. 

Ilta,~e been botlt II DOE et!ucllior {u well {IS a Irealll, care provider for Hawaii 's 
developnu!IIllllly disabled pOpllllllimrfor nearly two decades, I am app,dled (lIId outraged llilhe 
recent lack of compan';on shown toward tllOl'e who 'ITe leasl capable of spe(lking lip fi" 
tltemselves. III a mOI'e so swift tltal it allowed 110 lime for {lil'CUl'S;Oll. mallY 0/ our spedal 
cliellts suddellly found Iheir vital services cui 1101 merely by 15% bUI up to 50% ami beyond, 

These are good cilium' (Illd proud cilizens, 111111 many are struggling 10 live aj' illtiepellliently liS 
possible, But to do Sll, Ihey need help w;lh mallY o/Ilte simple daily lasks Ihal Ih e rest of us 
lake for grallted. By ftlkillg away evell 15% of Ihe PA services II,ey currettlly re(:eive, mallY 
coultl easily ji/rd imlepemlellt livillg all impossibility, (Iml lite COSI o/Ilteir incre{ued needs will 
surely filII bac/.: Olltll II,e ttL"::payers. 

It Itaj' bee" suid Iltal societies tire judged by lite mtlll"er ill wlticlt Iltey care/or lite leasl of tlteir 
cilizens, I" Hawaii, we Itave a Imrg ami proud hil'tory of supporlb,c great org(lIIizaiiolll'. I 
recoglli;.e Ilwt these are difficult limes,jimm cially. Bulll,e wide vtlriely IIfseTl'ic:e,\' pTllvidetllo 
ollr disabled populalioll tire critically imporlant, allll tlris is the absolute la!il place we !illOuld 
ever be lookillg to s/tuh fUlldillg. 



If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands of families that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you forthe opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support of SB 1679. 

Sincerely, 

Cheryl Crabtree 



Tuesday, February 10,2009 

The Honorable Suzanne Chun Oakland and David Y. Ige 
State of Hawa ii , Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Human Services & Health 
Twenty·Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Berctania Street 
Honolulu , Hawai i 96813 

Subject: SB 1679- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE 
FUND 

Hearing: Tuesday, February 10,2009. I: 15pm (Joint Committee on Health and Human 
Services & Housing), Conference Room 016 

Dear Senators Chull-Oak land and Ige & Members of the Joi nt Comm ittees on Human Services 
and Health : 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679. This bill makes an emergency 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs determined to be essential to education, public hcalth . and we lfare. Spec ifica lly I am 
supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Department of Hettltlt Relpite, DD 
Division DDIMR Wtlil'er, {l/rd tlte DD Div;l·;Oll Parl/rers/lips ill Commu"ity Livillg (PICL 
Progrllms. 

I have worked w ith individuals with developmenta l disabilities and their famil ies fo r the past 7 
years. Throughout this time I have been able to watch as individuals learn new skills and make 
new friends. By working with people with disabilities, I have learned what it means to be truly 
compassionate, caring, and human. Many of the participants have dream s and goa ls to be more 
independent but they need support in order to reach these goal s. In a perfcct world a community 
would get together and he lp to support people wi th disabil it ies. As we all know this is not a 
perfect world, and there are not many peop le who have the resou rces to provide unpaid support to 
ind ividuals w ith disabilities. The DD/MR Waiver allows individ uals with disabilities to be 
su pported and learn skills so they can be acti ve members in their communities. It allows families 
to work, and to have peace of mind knowing that their loved ones are bei ng cared fo r. Without 
these services many people have nowhere else to 10m. The impact on fam ilies can be physically, 
mentally and emotionally damaging and for individua ls with disabilities it is the difference 
between li ving a life and just surviving. Doesn ' t everyone deserve to be safe. healthy and have a 
chance to be an active member in their com munity? 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possi ble, the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands o f families that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you fo r the opponunity to present testimony in Sirong Support or S B 1679. I can be 
reached at 255-8062, for any funher questions. 

Sincere ly, 
El izabeth Mekuria 



Tuesday, February 10,2009 

The Honorable Suzanne Chun Oakland and David Y. Igc 
State of Hawaii , Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on '·Iuman Services & Health 
Twenty·Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE 
FUND 

Hearing: Tuesday, February 10,2009, I: ISpm (Joint Committee on Heahh and Human 
Services & Housi ng), Conference Room 016 

Dear Senators Chun·Oak land and Ige & Members of the Joint Committees on Human Services 
and Health: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679. This bill makes an emergency 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs detennined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. Specifically I am 
support ing appropriations 10 restore lost funding for the Department 0/ Healtlt Respite. DD 
Division DDIMR W(liver, ami lite DD Division Partlters/,ips in Community Living (PICL 
Programs. 

I work witlt people witlt disabilities allli I seeJirst Itand tltat wit/lOut these services tltey are 
deeply impacted. C(JII,ing (() lite program gives them a c/ulIIce to experiellce lIIu/le{,m "ew 
tltings, wlticlt tltey would 1I0t otlterwise be able 10. I dOli 'I Iltink fII,y paren' would (lsk 10 IUlve (' 
cltild witlt a disabilily, (lml IUlving tlte Jumbo 10 gil.e your cltild lite :tUm,e opportunities tltal (, 
cltild witltoul" disabilit), Iws ;s imperative. Tltal's wit)' /ltis is so imporlan//o lite parlicipants 
ami tlte/amities. I, a//ec/l' tlte/amilies Iltat c(m'l go 10 work because the)' now IUlI'e to be al 
ltome wilh tlteir child, ;t a//ecls Ihe child wlto w(lnl.\· l'O badly to Il(lve Ihe l'kills /0 Olle day he 
indepelUlent. So please consider passif,g lite hill 10 relea.'ie Ihe appropriatiolls 10 cOlllil,lIe 10 
provide services M people wilh disabilities. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state wi ll be putting at risk 
the thousands of families that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support ofSB 1679. I can be 
reached at sheldonD@eastcrscalshawaii.org, for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 

Sheldon Dobson 



Tuesday, February 10,2009 

The Honorable Suzanne Chun Oakland and David Y. Ige 
State of Hawaii , Joint Hearings ~ Senate Committee on Human Services & Health 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

S"bject: SB 1679- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE 
FUND 

Hearing: Tuesday, February 10, 2009, I: 1 Spm (Joi nt Committee on Health and Human 
Serv ices & Housi ng), Conference Room 0 I 6 

Dear Senators ehun-Oakland and Ige & Members of the Joint Committees on Human Services 
and Health: 

I am submilting testimony in STRONG SUPPORTOF SB 1679. This bill makes an emergency 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the leve ls 
of programs determined to be essential to education, public heahh, and welfare. Specifically I am 
supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Departmellt of Heal,h Respite, DD 
Divisioll DDIMR Waiver, amI the DD Divisioll p(lrtllerships ill Colltllttmify Livillg (PICL 
Programs. 

I am a staff who works with young adults with developmental disabilities at an Adult Day Health 
Program in Honolulu. Due to the current budget reductions, many of our participants lost their 
services. Some of them cannot attend the program and have to stay home by themselves. We, as 
staff, teach our participants life ski lls so they can be independent in their communities. They 
work hard to learn a variety of these skins everyday. I would like to continue to provide the 
consistency necessary and the same quality of services to those in need of them. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting al risk 
the thousands of families that are or were served each month in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support ofSB 1679. I can be 
reached at megumi@eastersealshawaiLorg any further questions. 

Sincerely, 

Megumi Nontani 



Tuesday_ February 10, 2009 

The Honorable Suzanne Chun Oakland and David Y. Ige 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Com mittee on 1·luman Services & Health 
Twenty·Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 9681J 

Subjecto SB 1679- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE 
FUND 

Hearing: Tuesday, February 10, 2009, 1: lSpm (Joint Committee on Health and I-Iuman 
Services & HOllsing), Conference Room 016 

Dear Senators Chun-Oakland and Ige & Members orthe Joinl Com mittees on Human Services 
and Health: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679. This bill makes an emergency 
appropriation from the emergency and budgcl fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfarc. Specifically I am 
supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Deparlmellt of Healtlt Respite, DD 
Divisioll DDIMR Wuiver, (l1It1 lite DD Div;sioll Pllrlllersltips ill Community Living (PICL) 
Programs. 

I have been an employee of Easter Sea ls Hawai' i for nearly 10 years and have had the 
opportunity to work with 50+ adults with Developmental Disabilities. I see how important and 
meaningful these services are for the people we scrve and because of these services, people do 
not need to stay home and are able to have, and lead, real lives. People are able to get jobs, be 
active members of their comm unities, and make lasting and real friendships. 

Since the Stale's recent budget reduction I have seen many changes to participarll ' s services. 
Some have shown an increase in needs for supports whi le others are morc wi thdrawn from 
offered activities and arc struggling with the reduction in service days or hours. Other people al 
our program are concerned because they are missing out on much needed social skills 
opportunities that support them to build real and meaningful relationships with others. 

I also have family mcmbers with disabilities who benefit form services. I know how vital serviccs 
through the DD/MR Waiver are. I urge you to please pass S8 J 679! 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the slate will be putting at risk 
the thousands of families Ihal are or were served each monlh in these very va luable programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support ofSB 1679. I can be 
reached at (808) 681·0747, for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 

Sonya J. Kelii 



Tuesday, February 10,2009 

The Honorable Suzanne Chun Oakland and David Y. Ige 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Human Services & Health 
Twenty·Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania StTeet 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: SB 1679- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE FUND 

Hearing: Tuesday, February 10,2009, I: 15prn (Joint Committee on Health and Iluman Services 
& Housing), Conference Room 016 

Dear Senators Chun·Oakland and Jge & Members of the Joint Committees on Human Services and 
Health: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORTor S8 1679. This bill makes an emergency 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels of 
programs determined to be essential to education, public health , and welfare. Specifically I am supporting 
appropriations to restore lost funding for the Department 0/ Healtlt Respite, DD DiI.isirm DD/MR 
Waiver, and lite DD Divisioll Pllrlllerslrips ill Comnlllllily Living (PICL Programs. 

I work willt imlivitluuls wilh developmental db;abilities. For the past 8 years I have seen Ihe pOl';'i"e 
olltcomes o/tlrese illllil·itlllals receiving persOlUlI aSl'islmlcellrabilillltioll/rom direcl sen.ice workers 
througlt DDIMR Medicaid Waiver progrllms. Witlt tlte recent budget clIl, tltese ;"dil';dllals,/umilies, 
'IIId ,Jirect sen·ice workers were affected. IlIllivit/uals ,ltat relied on direc/l'ervice worker.'i 10 supporl 
tit em illtlt e;r daily living mill ;,ulepelUlelllliv;ng skills are isolaled/rom lite cOI",,,,,,,ity. The;r Iteallh 
IIIItI nt/ely are also pilI til ril'k dlle 10 Ilte/lIcf t/lilithose who lIeed a higlter lel.el 0/ cilre Itas ItO aile to 
support ,lrat area (I/their life. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible. the state will be pUlling at risk the 
thousands of families that are or were served each monlh in these very va luable programs. Thank you for 
the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support ofSB 1679, I can be reached at 678·3754, for 
any further questions, 

Sincerely, 



Tuesday, February 10, 2009 

The Honorable Suzanne Chun Oakland and David Y. Igc 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Commitlee on Human Serv ices & Health 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawai i 96813 

Subject: S8 1679- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE 
FUND 

Hearing: Tuesday, February 10,2009, I: I Spm (Joi nt Committee on Health and Human 
Serv ices & Housing), Conference Room 016 

Dea r Senators Chun-Oakland and Ige & Members of the Joi nt Committees on Human Serv ices 
and Hea lth: 

I am submitt ing testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679. This bill makes an emergency 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of I-Iawai i to maintain the levels 
of programs detennined to be essential to educati on, public health, and welfare. Spec ifically I am 
supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Departmellt of Healtll Respite, DD 
Divbiioll DDIMR Waiver, amI 'lie DD Db.isimr Partners/rips in Commlllrily Living (PICL 
Programs. 

I work with people with disab il ities that have been dramatically afTected by the reduction of hours 
in the DD/MR Waiver services. This reduction has not on ly strongly impacted families and 
participants but also employees who have taken a reduction in hours as a result. Families now 
face concern with who will care for their loved one with less serv ice hours and employees face 
challenges with how they are goi ng to pay thei r bills. Caring for an individual with a disability or 
multiple disabilities is cha llenging enough without the added burden this reduction has brought. 
People have had to focus more time and attention on how they will deal with the reduction 
in stead of caring for another human being in a vulnerable situat ion. 

If the emergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state wi ll be putting at risk 
the thousands of families that are or were served each month in these very va luable programs. 
Thank you fo r the opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support or SB 1679. I can be 
reached at (808) 282-7042, for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 

Lori Lutu 



Tuesday, February 10, 2009 

The Honorable Suzanne Chun Oakland and David Y. Jge 
State of Hawaii , Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Human Services & Health 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: S8 1679- RELATING TO THE EMERGENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE 
FUND 

Hearing: Tuesday, February 10,2009, I: I 5pm (Joint Committee on Health and Human 
Services & l'lous ing), Conference Room 016 

Dear Senators Chun-Oakland and Ige & Members of the Joint Committees on Human Services 
and Health: 

1 am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679. This bill makes an emergency 
appropriation from the emergency and budget fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs determined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. Specifically I alTl 
supporting appropriations to restore lost funding for the Departmelll of Hellil" Rf!!,pile, DD 
Divi.\·ioll DDIMR Wah'er, {lilt! the DD DivisilJll Parlllen .. hips ill Commullity L;"illg (PICL) 
Programs. 

I have been an employee of Easter Seals Hawai ' i for several years and have had the opportunity 
to work with many aduhs with Developmental Disabilities. I see how important and meaningful 
these services arc for the people we serve and because oflhese services, people do not need to 
slay home and are able to have, and lead, real lives. People are able to get jobs, be active 
members of their communities, and make lasting and real friendships. 

Since the State's recent budget reduction I have seen lTlany changes to participant' s services. 
Some have shown an increase in needs for supports while others are more withdrawn from 
offered activities and are struggling with the reduction in service days or hours. Other people al 
our program are concerned because they are missing out on much needed soc ial skills 
opportunities that support them to build real and meaningful relationsh ips with others. This in 
tum leads to health and sa fety concerns for the people we support. Please pass this bill . 

If the emergency appropriation is nOI approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at ri sk 
the thousands of families thai are or were served eaeh month in these very valuable programs. 
Thank you for the opportunity 10 present testimony in Strong Support of SO 1679. I can be 
reached at (808) 681-0747, ror any further questions. 

Sincerely, 

Michelle Kane 



Tuesday, February 10, 2009 

The Honorable Suzanne Chull Oakland and David Y. Ige 
State of Hawaii, Joint Hearings - Senate Committee on Human Services & Health 
Twenty·Fifth Legislature 
State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

SUbject: SB 1679- RELATING TO THE EMERG ENCY AND BUDGET RESERVE 
FUND 

Hearing: Tuesday, February 10, 2009, I: I Spm (Joinl Committee on Health and Human 
Services & HOllsing), Conference Room 016 

Dear Senators Chun·Oakland and Ige & Members of the Joint Committees on Human Services 
and Hcalth: 

I am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 1679. This bill makes an emergency 
appropriation from the emergency and budge't fund of the State of Hawaii to maintain the levels 
of programs detem1ined to be essential to education, public health, and welfare. Specifically I am 
supporti ng appropriations to restore lost funding for the Departme"t of Heallh Re!J'pite, DD 
Divisioll DDIMR Wahler, IIIlfllhe DD Divisioll Parlllef!;hip.~ ill Commtmity Livi"g (PICL 
Programs. 

I am a parelll of a daugllter with II disabilifJ' Ihat /ras bee" able to access support afforded by 
lite ~;ef)'ice,,' offered ill the MR/DD Waiver ill order 10 carefor my child, With the Sllpport of 
I"ese services I am uhle to go to work klwwillg ,ha' her "eell,' tire beillg mel lUul 'hal Iter is 
slife. NIH ollly am I able 10 go 10 work, but my dlllighier is llhie participate ill melll,i"c!ul 
aclivities Illut aI/ow her to have lllifejllsI like every' other citizell. WitllOut tlte services 
provided lII,der the MR/DD Waiver, my daughter would have to be home alolle, disellgllged 
from Ihe cO",,,,lIlI;I)' which WOIlItI be major heallh ami slifely COllce",. 

If the cmergency appropriation is not approved as soon as possible, the state will be putting at risk 
the thousands offamilies that are or were served each month in these very va luable programs. 
Thank you forthe opportunity to present testimony in Strong Support of sn 1679. I can be 
reached at 572·3023. for any further questions. 

Sincerely, 

Bernadette Perreira 
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