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Dear Honorable Health Chair and Commerce and Consumer Protection YWice-
Chair Senator David lge, Honorable Commerce & Consumer Protaction Chair
Senator Rasalyn Baker, Honorable Health Vice-Chair Senator Josh Gresn, MD,

My name is _w ;;Z i{)}:ﬁ . | am a patient with COPD, COPD is the
fourth leading cause of death in the US and expected to be the third leading
cause of death in the US and world by 2020. The American Lung Association
has estimated that over 50,000 people i Hawaii have COPD. Many, many
mote people in Hawai suffer from asthima, tubercolosis, pneumonia and other
respiratary conditions.

Respiratory Therapists are a very important of the healthcare team for COPD
patients and their loved ones. They help the patients get their medication, kesp
their lungs clear, and learn to manage their breathing conditions. As has been
noted, only Haweli and Alaska lack certification for respiratory therapists. Have
a cerfification process in place and cedifying the respiratory therapists will help
to insure that all of our therapists meet appropriate standards and are providing
quality care to our many peaple in Hawail who need respiratory care,

! strongly SUPPORT the prompt passage of legislation to establish licensing and
regulatory requirements for practice of respiratory care and o create a board for
respiratory care, as written in SB 1632 and 88 1332. Flease do not hesitate to
contact me if | can provide any additional information.

Health Comimittee chaired by Representative Yamane), { respectfully reguest
that a joint resolution be made, so that this matter can be expedited as itis a
state and national priority.

Aloha,
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Dear Honorable Heaith Chair and Commerce and Consumer Protection Vice
Chair Senator David ige. Honorable Commerce & Consumer Frotection Than
Senatar Rosalyn Baker, Honhorabie Health Vice-Chair Senator Josh Green. MDD

Wy name is ﬁg gl MQ‘ gﬁl@ 1 am a patient with COPD, COPD is the
fourth leading cause of death in the L}S and sxpected to be the third leading
cause of death in the US and worlg by 2020, The American Lung Assaciation
hasg estimated that over 50.000 people in Hawail have COPD. Many, marny
more people in Hawal suffer from asthma., tubsrcalosis, pheunonia and ather
iespiratory conditions.

Rezpiratory Therapisls e & very important of the healthcare team for COPD
patients and their loved ones. They help the patients get their medicaton. kess
their lungs clear, and learn to manage their breathing conditions. As has been
noted. only Hawaii and Alaska lack certification for respiratory therapists. Have
a certification process in place and cerlifying the respiratary therapists will felp
to insure that all of our therapisis mest appropriate standards and are prowiding
Yuality care 1o our many people in Hawal who need respiratory cans.

I strongly SUPPORT the prompt passage of legisiation to astablish hoensmg ana
regulatory regurernents for practice of respiratory care and te creats s board lor
respiratory care. as written in 5B 1832 and SB 1332. Please do not hesitate to
contact me if | can pravide any additional information.

Health Committes chairad by Representative Yamansz). | respectfully roguest
that a joint resclution be made, so that tiis matter can ba expeditad as &1 2
state and national priority
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Dear Honorable Health Chair and Commerce and Consumer Protection Wice-
Chair Senator David lge. Honorable Commerce & Consumer Protection Chair
Senator Rosatyn Baker, Honorable Haalth Vice-Chiair Senator Josh Grezn. kD,

My name is_ My g8 6o . f JEZ:S,,I arm a patent with COPD. COPD is e
fourth leading cause of death in the US and expected (0 be the third ieading
cause of death in the US and world by 2020, The American Lung Associabon
has estimated that over 50.000 people in Hawail kave CORPD. Many, many
mole people I Hawai suffer from asthima, tubsrcolosis, pnaswnonia and othe
respiratery conditions.

Respiratory Therapisis are a very important of the healthcare tearn for LOFL
ratients and their loved ones. They help the patients get thedr madication. koep
thatr lungs clear, and learn to manage their breathing condittons.  As has been
noted. only Hawail and Alasks lack cerification far respiratory therapists  Hawve
a certfication process in place and certifying the respiratory therapists will help
t ansure that alt of ouwr therapists mest approprizte standards and are providing
quaiity care to our many people in Hawaii who need respiratory care

I strongly SUPPORT the prompt passage of legislation to establish licensing anc
regulatory requirements for practice of respiratory care and to creats a buard for
respiratory care. as written in 88 1632 and SB 13322, Please do not hesgitate 1o
contact me if | can provide any additional information.

Health Cummittee shaired by Representative Yamane), | respecitully reguest
that a joint resolution be made. 5o that this matter can be expedited a3 s a
state and national pricrity.

Adoha,
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Duzar Honotable Heatth Chair and Commerce and Consumer Protecton Vice
Chair Senator David lye. Honorabie Commerce & Consumer Proiection CThair
‘%m ator Rosalyn Bakey. Hunc‘-rable Health Vice-Chair Serator Josh Green. MO

Ely name iswe.- b LS ‘*«*‘3 :‘:W .l am a patient with COPD. COPD s the
tourth leading cause of death in the US and expecizd to be the third leading
cause of death in the U8 and world by 2020. The American Lung Association
has estimated that over 30,000 people in Hawaill have COPE  Many. many
maore people in Hawai suffer from asthma, tubersolosis. pneumonia and other
respiratory conditions.

Respiratory Therapists are a very impartant of the heslthoars ieam for CORD
satients and thah loved cnes. They hels the patients get their medication, keep.
their lungs clear, and learn to manags their breathing condittons. As has been
nuted, only Hawaii and Alaska lack certification for respiratory therapists. Heawve
a certification process in place and cardifying the respiratory therapists will nelp
to insure that all of our therapists meet appropnale slandards and are providing
nuality care o our many peopis in Hawail who nesd respiratory care.

I strongly SUPPORT thae prompt passage of iegislation to es’rab[mh Hoansing and
reguiatory requiremenis for practice of respiratory care and to create a board for
respirstony care. as written in 3B 1632 and 8B 1332, Pleass do not hesitate to
contact me if | can provide any addibonal information.

Health Commitiee chaired by Representative Yamane), | respectfully request
that a jcint resclution be made, so that this matter can be expedited az it is a
state and naticnal pricrity.
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Dear Honorapie Health Chair and Commerce and Consumer Protection Vice-
Chair Senator David lge. Honeorable Comimerce & Consumer Protection Chair
Senator Rosalyn Baker, Honorable Heailth Vice-Chair Senator Josh Green. MO,

My name is_ /\”cs N Ld ,«’Zl:‘?j*j:e's e | am a patient with COPD. COPD s the
fourth leading cadse of death in the US and expected to be the third leading
cause of death in the US and world by 2020. The American Lung Associaticn
has estimated that over 50,000 people in Hawsail nave COPD. Many. roary
more peoph in Hawai sufter from asthma, tubesrooiosis. preumania and ofher
respiratory conditions,

Respiratory Therapists are g very impontant of the healthcare feam for COPD
patients and their loved ones. They help the patients get their medication., keep
their lungs clear. and learn to manages their breathing conditions, Ag has hean
noted, only Hawaii and Alaska lack certification for respiratory therapists  Hawe
a certtication process in place and cerdifying the respiratory theramsts will help
to insure that ali of our therapists meet appropriate standards and are providing
quality care to our many people in Hawail who need respiratory care.

t strongly SUPPORT the prompt passage of lagislation to establish licensing and
regutatory requirements for practice of respiratory care and o create A board for
respiratory care, as written in 8B 1632 and 8B 1332 Please do not hesitate {o
contact me if | can provide any additional information.

Health Committes chaired by Representative Yamana), | respactiully regusest
thiat a joirt resolution be made, 5o that this matter can be expedited as it is a
state and nattonal pricnty.
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Dear Honorable Health Chair and Comimerce and Consumer Protection Vice-
Chair Senator David ige, Honorable Commerce & Consumer Proteckon Chan
Senater Rosalyn Baker. Hornorable Health Vice-Chair Senator Josh Grear MD
My name nc_g_, ! ,ﬁuf_,u, e g,,_,_,, NV am a patient with COPD. COPD s the
fourth leading cause of death in the US ang expected {0 be the thitd ﬂcau‘mg
cause of death in the US and world by 2020. The American Lung Association
has estimated that over 50,000 people in Hawsit have COPD. Wany. many
morg people in Hawai suffer from asthma, fubercolosis. presimonia and othes
respiratory condittons.

Respiratory Therapists arg a very important of the heafthcare tsarv tor COPD
patients and their loved ones. They help the patients gel their medicaiion. keep:
their lungs clegar, and learn to manage their breathing conditions. As has baen
noted. only Hawasi and Alaska lzck certification for respiratory therapists  Have
a certification process in place and cartifying the respiratory therapists will hedp
to insure that ali of our therapists mest appropriate standards and gre providing
guality care to our many people in Hawsail who need respiratory care.

Fstrongly SUPPORT the prompt passage of legislation fo establish censing ard
regulatory requiremenis for practice of respiratory care and 1o create g hoard for
raspuratory care, a3 written in 8B 1832 ang BB 1332, Please do nol hesilale 1w
contact me if | can provide any additionai irformabon.

Heafth Commiitee chaired by Representative Yamane). | respectiully reguest
that a jount resolution be made, so that this matter can be expedited as 1t 15 a
state and national priority.

Sloha
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Dear Hornorable Health Chair and Commerce and Consumer Prolection YWase-
Chair Ssnator David Ige, Honorable Commerce & Consumer Protection Chair
Sanataor Rosalyn Baker. Honorahla Health Vice-Chair Senator Josh Gragn, WD

My name s Lol Hivgy | am a patient with COPD. COPL s the
fourth leading cause of death in the US and expected 10 be the third Isading
cause of death inthe US and world by 2020. The American Lung Assooiation
has estimated that over 50.000 people in Hawaii have COPD. Many. marey
micre pecple in Hawsai suffer from asthma, tubercolosis, preumonia and other
respiratoly conditions.

Respiratory Therapists are a very imponiant of the heaitheare team for COPD
patients and their loved cnes. Thay help the patients get thelr iedbicaton. kaop
their lungs clear. and learn to manage their breathing conditions. As has been
noted, only HMawaii and Alaska lack certificetion for respiratory tharapists Hawe
a certification process in place and certifying the respiratory therapists wit help
to insure that alt of our therapists meet appropriate standards and arg prowiding
guality care to cur many people in Hawaii who nead respiratory care.

tstrongly SUPFORT the prompt passage of legisiation to establish licensing ang
tegulatory requirements for practics of respiratory care and o creats a boars for
respiratory care. as written in 8B 1832 and SB 1332, Piegse do nat hesitate 1o
contact me if | can provide any additional indformation.

Healkh Commrittes chared by Representative Yamane). | cespeciiuily reguest
that a joint resolution be made, so that this matter can be expadited as it is a
state and nationad poarity.

Aloha, o ..
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Dear Honarable Health Chair and Commerce and Consumer Protection Vice-
Chair Senator David lge, Honorable Commerce & Consumer Protection CThair
Senator Rosalyn Baker, Honorable Health Vice-Chair Senator Josh Green, MU,
B
Wy name is~ ” *“-’1’: ZLe. ‘ i arn a patient with COPD. COPD is the
fourth ieading cause of death ir the US and expected 1o be the third leading
cause of death in the US and world by 2020. The American Lung Association
has estimated that over 50,600 peopis in Hawaii have COPD. Many. many
mc.:re peaple in Hawai suffer from asthma, tubercolosis, preumoniz and other
espiratory conditions.

Respiralary Therapists are a very impentant of the healthcare team for COPD
patients and their loved cnes. They help the patientz get thelr medication, keep
Ih=ir lungs chear, and leam to manage thelr breathing conditions.  As has baen
noted, oy Hawail ahd Alaska fack certification for respiratory therapists. Have
a certification process in place and certifying the respiratory therapists will help
o insure that all of our therapists meet approgsiate standards and ste prawviding
quaiity care o our many people in Hawaii who need respiratory care.

I strongly SUPPORT the prompt passage of iegisiation to establish licensing and
regulatory requirements for practice of respiratory care and to create a board for
respiratory cars, as written in SB 1632 and SB 1332, Please do not hesitate w©
contact mea if | can provide any additional information.

Mealth Comimittee chaired by Representative Yamanea). | naspecifully request
that a joint resclution ba made. so that this matter can be expedited as it is 3
state anr! national priority.
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Dear Honerable Health Chair and Commsree and Consurne: Protection Wiceo-
Chair Senator David Ige. Honorable Commerce & Consumer Protection Chair
Senator Rosalyn Baker. Honorable Health ice-Chair Senatar Josh Green, MU
My name is Zfr 28T H ,&f £% .1 am a patient with COPD. COPD is the
fourth leading cause of death in the US and expecied o be the third leading
cause of death in the U3 and world by 2020. The American Lung Association
has estimated that gwar 50,000 paople in Hawaii have COPD. Many. many
mure psople in Hawai suffer from asthima. tubercolosis. pneumonia and other
respiratory conditions.

Mespiratory Therapists are a very important of the healthcare tean: for GO
patiernts and their loved ones. They help the patients get their redication. keep
their lungs clear, and learm to manage their breathing conditions. 4s has keer
noted, only Hawaii and Alaska tack cenlification for respiratory therapists. Hawn
2 cerification process in place and cerlifving the respiralory therapists will halp
to insure that afl of our therapists meet appropiiate standards and are providing
quality care to our many people in Hawaii who need respiratory care,

| strongly SUPPORT the prompt passage of legisiation to sstablish icensing ard
regllatory requiremeants for practice of respiratory care and to create a board for
respiratory care, as written in SB 1632 and SB 1332. Please do not hestate to
contact me if | can provide any additionat information.

Health Committee chaired by Representative Yamane), | respectfully requsst

ihat a joint resolution be made. so that this matter can be expedited as &t s 4
state ard national priority.
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STATE OF HAWAII

LINDA LINGLE LAWRENCE M. REIFURTH

GOVERNOR OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR RECTOR
JAMES R. AIONA, JR. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND CONSUMER AFFAIRS RONALD BOYER
LT. GOVERNOR
335 MERCHANT STREET, ROOM 310 DEPUTY DIRECTOR
P.O. Box 541

HONOLULU, HAWAII 96809
Phone Number: 586-2850
Fax Number: 586-2856
www.hawaii.gov/dcca

PRESENTATION OF THE
PROFESSIONAL AND VOCATIONAL LICENSING DIVISION

TO THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS

TWENTY-FIFTH STATE LEGISLATURE
REGULAR SESSION of 2009

Friday, February 27, 2009
9:00 a.m.

WRITTEN COMMENTS ON SENATE BILL NO. 1332, S.D. 1, RELATING TO
HEALTHCARE.

TO THE HONORABLE DONNA MERCADO KIM, CHAIR,
AND MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE:

My name is Celia Suzuki, Program Specialist of the Professional and Vocational
Licensing Division, Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs (“DCCA”). The
DCCA appreciates the opportunity to present written comments in opposition to Senate
Bill No. 1332, S.D. 1, Relating to Healthcare.

This bill proposes to regulate the practice of respiratory care by establishing a
state respiratory care board and licensure requiremehts within DCCA. The DCCA has
numerous concerns with the bill which have been subsequently presented to and
shared with, the previous subject matter committee chairs in the form of a proposed

S.D. 2.



Testimony on S.B. No. 1332, S.D. 1
Friday, February 27, 2009
Page 2

We oppose this bill because in 1995, the Auditor conducted a sunrise analysis on
the regulation of respiratory care therapists and the Auditor reported that regulation is
not warranted. The report said that if improperly performed, respiratory care can cause
harm. However, regulation is not necessary because sufficient protections already
exist.

Should this bill continue to move forward and your Committee finds that the
regulation of respiratory care practitioners is necessary, the DCCA needs to stress that
additional costs will be incurred to administer this program. A cost analysis was
provided to your Committee staff on February 21, 2009. We would ask for your
favorable consideration for the staffing and the funding to implement this new regulatory
program.

Thank you for the opportunity to present comments in opposition to S.B. No.

1332, H.D. 1.



