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Dear Honorable' Health Chair and Gommerce and Consumer ProtecUon Vice­
C.hair Senato'f David 1ge, Honorable Commeroe & Consumer Pr,etecltion Cha,ir 
Serllator Ro.salyn Baker. Honorable Health Vice-Cha,jr Senator josh Gre,en, MO, 

My name iS~ •. :it.M . t am a patient with COPD, COPD is the 
fourth leading cause of death in the US and expected to be the third I,eading 
CaLD$,ra of dea'th in the US 81nd world by 2020. The Amerrcaln Lung Associ,atnoL1 
11,8$ estimated that over 50:0000 people in Hawaii ha'le COPO. Many, many 
mme peopl,e in H.awai suffer from asthma, tuberco[osis, pneumonia and e,ther 
respiratcU'y conditions,. 

Respiratory Therapists are a very imp'ortanY of the healthcare team for COPO 
patients and their lov,ed ones,. They help the lCi,atielf1lts get their medication, iks'13p 
their lungs clear. and ~eam to manage the'ir breathing conditions. As has be,en 
noted, mlly H.aweij and Alaska lack ,oertif~cat.ion for respiratory therapists. Have 
a certif,icati-on proGess in place and oertifying the re'splratory therapists wm help 
to fns,ure that a~:I of our therap,jsts meet appropriate standa,rds and are providung 
quality care to our many pe,ople iln Hawair who need respiratory care. 

I stroI1.gly SUPPORT the prompt passage ,of legislation to ,establish licens.in'ilg and 
regulatory requirements f.or practi,oe of rs'spiratory care and to c'reate a board for 
Jrespirato,ry c.are', as, written in S8 1632 and S8, 1332. Ple,sse dlo not hesitate to 
oo'lI1tact me jf i can provide any additional informaftion. 

Hea!th Committee chaired by Repres9ntaUve Yamane). I re$pectfU1~~y request 
that a joint re:s.o:lution be made, 5,0 that this matter can be e,xpedited as nt is a 
state and nationallPriorn:y, 

Aloha, 

I II ~ ACoooacono+ A.JOl.9JLdS9J 
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Dear l-iol1orabJe Health Chair and Commerce and Consumer Protection Vice 
Chair Senator David ige. Honorable Commerce & COnSlJ!l1er Pro~ect4an Chan 
Senator Rosaly'l1 Baker: Honorable Health Vlce-CI",a,ir Senator .Josh Gre'f-llll . .fv1D. 

My name i~ .Se-4-4ttIU-Jt ,~t.-rH:L~~ ..... i am a pcrtien·hvith COPD. COPO is the 
fourth le.adlng caJuse of death ,in the US and expected to be the Urird leading 
Ct;:luse of death in the US and v~'·orf.d by 2020. The American Lung AssociatIon 
has estinaated that over 50.000 pe,ople in Ha'!.ovaii have COPD. FlllaHY, fnCi!"lY 
rnme people in Ha'Vvai suffer from asthn1a. tubercolosis, pneumonia and other 
i espiiiatof)" conditIons. 

I-{e::,pi.ratort ThJ.en~pl~t::) ,;ue a: veiY ik'l')Portant. of'the l'ie.3Ithcart> tear!'. ter CC)PD 
patients and their loved ones. Th·ey help the patienis get their medi.catnoH1. ke6f; 
their IUl1gs clear, and learn to manage U1eir breathing conditions.. A':!. ~Ias been 
no1ed. only Hawaii and Alaska lack certification for respiratory therapl~ts. I lave 
a certificatuon iProc;ess in pJace .and certvfying the resplratt.Jry therapists '11',,«11 hejp 
to jnsure that all of our therapists. meet appropriate standards and &'Il"e prm,',idlng 
quality care 10 our mal1Y people In Hawaii who :neecl fespkatQry' caf,6. 

I stmngiy SUPPORT the prompt passage of legisiation, to establ'isti b:;en:smg ;.:ll'r,CI 

regulatory reqwrements for practice of respiratory care anej to create a board 'I'm 
resp~ratQr~l care. as writtel1 in SB '1632 and SB 1332. Pleasa do not hesitate to 
contact me of I can provide any additional information. 

He~lth Comm~tteE; c.haired by HepresentaHve Yamane). I respecth..J.liy rElqdest 
that a joint resolution be made, so thai this matter ean I:H~ expedbt&d as ut IS ;:;1 

state· and national priorit·y'. 
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Dear Honorable Health Chair and Commerce and Consumer Protection \lice­
Chair senatoi' D·SiVid Ige. Honorable Commerce & ConsL~mer Protection ChEm 
Senator Rosalvn Saker, Honorable Health Vice-Chair Ser.lator .. k: .. slb Green. ~,/ID. 

My name is--Jt:td .. e1 .. i ,L ... r j.A~1 am a pat~ent 'with COF'D. COPD is lne 
fourth lead~ng caLise of death in th~.US and expected to be the tilird i.eawl1g 
cause of death in the US and world by 2020. The American lung Assoc.iatmn 
has estimated that over 50.000 people ~11 Hawaii tiHve C()PD. Many, many 
Ill-me people In Ha' ..... 'ai sLiffei 'from asthma., tubercolosis, pneumor'&!.a .an::;:; othl:;;1 
respi ratory conditiol ~s.. 

H.esp·ira1of)· 'Therapists .me a VE!'tV importarlt of 'the healthc:!.'lH:' 'te;:~rfl1or COF"U 
r .. atienh~ and the-if j,;,Y.,.ed ones. They help t.he paUt"lnts get thEli;:" d"(l·,,)dr.(';~JHofi. k(h';~! 

thetr lun!=js clear: and lean) to manage ttleir brea1hil1g condi1tons. As has been 
nl1ted. only Haw'aii and Ataska tack certification for re~Jpiralory the.rapists ~"'Iave 
a r:;.ertification process in place and certifying the ~'espifaW!fy the~'apist$ \"'il:-l tleip 
to msure that aU of our 'therapists meet appropriate standards and are pm'v'idino~~ 
quaii:ty care ti) our many people in Haw'8ii who need respiratof'y' care 

I strongly SUPPORT the prompt passage of legislation to establish lacensirlg i.~nc 
regulatory' reqUlirements for practice of respiratory care an:::!! to create eJ board for 
respiratol)' cal"e. as writlen in SB 1632 and SB 1332. Please do not hesitate ~o 
contact me if i cam provide an}f additional ~l1iformabon. 

Hearth CDmm~ttee ·~hai:r€d by Representath!'·e Yamane), I t·esp.ectfU:liy request 
that a joint msoluHon be 1i1ade. S() 1hat tI-tis rnatler can be expedited as ;t is a 
state dina natioua.l pijior~ty. 



I ••• __ •• ' 

DoHH! HonOfable Health Chair and C·ommerce and Cmlsul1nar Protecbon Vice· 
c.rlai-r Sel1ratm D.avld Ige. Hon.or.able Commerce & Con8~mer Protection: Chaj~ 
Sen~tor Rosalyn BakeL Honorable Health Vice~Chair Senatm Josh Green. MD 

. ,. /.' 
My name is' ..... "--'~ c.t·,·-.-·-:> -...-Zs0 !~_. I am a patiE'nt witt) COPD. COP D is th-E! 
fOUirth lead4r.1g cause of death in the·. US and expect.ed to be the third leadi'ng 
cBltlSe of death Pr.1 the US .and I/o/orld b)( 2020. Tile American lung Jo..ssociailolll 
f'18S es'hmated tha,t over 50,000 people in Hawaii have COPD MarlY. many 
mOIre pe-ople in Ha\Na~ slJfferfrom asthma. tubercolosis. pneumonia ;:)llJd ol:her' 

respirat.ory conditions. 

Rt1spijh"a~JHY Therapists af.'f..': a very important of the h·ealthcme team tor COPD 
p<Jtft.I:;mls and tl"iei! k~ ... (ed cnes. They nelp the patients get their rnedication, i<,eer .. 
tl!leir lungs d!~ar, and learn to rnana9ES their breathing candittons. :1\8 has been 
nuted, only H;;:JI\.'l,l~ii and Alaska I a.c k. r~artificatiol"1 for fespir~tOlV therapl'5~s. H~ve 
GIl c.elitfication pmc€st:. in place and ce:1rtifying trH:} resp!ra.toj~v' t.herapists liviH help 
to insure that aU of ~Ui' therapists meet appropriate s'l~!ld6lrdf; and are providing 
q,l!al.lt~l care to our marw peopie in Hawaii wr'/o nead respiratory care. 

I .strong~y SUPPOR'r the p"t'ornpt pass.age of ie.gislation to estab(ISrJ ~icensjog and 
regul~)'tor'y' requirements, for practice of re'spiratory care and to creat,e a bocw:.~ tor 
respiratory care. as. written in SB 1632 and SB 1332, P~ease do not 11'6Stfa1e t() 
contact tl1'Ell if I can provide any adclituonal information. 

Health CommHtee cihaired by Repr'Elsentative Yamane), I respectfully request 
tt'Jt:Ilt a jGint resolution be made, so that this matter C:ii.J:n be expedpted as it b a 
stat,e and l1Iatfio.lIlal priority. 

",-- -.~ 

.: ..... ...,.f,F r /i I' = 

••••••• ::: '11 •• u ..... _". .... '!/ L ,. 
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Dear HonorapJe Health Chair and Commerce and Consumer Protectiol!l \hCiCil­
Chair Senator Davrd Iga. Honorabre Commerce & Consumer Prot'ection Chair 
Senator Rosalyn S.aker. Hmlora:ble Health Vice··Cloair Senator Josh Greli:?i'1. [viiD. 

My name is . . !So;>', {~/ .tCjn~~!; ;Lc! . . I am a patient I.Nith COPO. COPO!,s II.'r1Jt"! 
fourth, leading cause .of <:teatll in th,e US and expected ,to boe ~h·8 ':third ~e.ad,iP1·8 
cause of death illl1tle US and world by 2020. The Arneric~n lung AssociBtk~n 
has estitnaied that over 50,000 peopl~e in Hawai,i [lave COPD. Many. many' 
more pea-pre in Hal"vai suffer from asthma. tube1'co!o~;is, pneumonia and oU-II;:r 
re5piratory condutions, 

Rf.~spira:tnry' Tt1erapists are 8 very al"lraportant of the h~~aI1hoafe t .. ~am tOf COPD 
p;.)tj.ents and their loved on(~&. 1 hey' help the patients get their rnediGi3I~ion. ke.r=.p 
their lungs dE:Jar. and I(~am to nlanagE) their breaH~ing conditlol'1s, As has bEH7)r1 

noted, only Ha'..vaH and Al.::fsi..-:a lack, certrt1cation 1:0-[ respiraturY'lherapmts Have­
a certefication process '11 place and certifying the respinatory therapists '.'lftll hlf)IIP 
to insure that all uf our therapists meet appropriate stana,ards and are pr.':n.lir.iif'l'g 
qoJ..J.ality care to our many people in Hawaii who need I"espiratorv care. 

I strol1gly SUPPOR'r the prompt passage of legislation to establish locemifng an,j, 
re'gufatory requiremel1ts for practice of respiratory care ancll0 cr·sate .Ai board tor 
respiratory care. as written in sa "j632 and SB 1332 Please do not hesitate tD 
contact me if 1 can pm ..... ide any additional inforrn~tion, 

Ht~alth Committee chaired by" Represl".mtatilfe Yam<:me), I respe(;t'fu~ly reqtuest 
lhlilt a joint resoiution be made, 50 that this matter can be' expedited as it is a 
state and national priOrity, 
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Dear Honorable H,ealth Chair and Commerce and Consumer PfoteC'~iol1 Voce­
Chair Senator David 1ge, Honorab'e Commerce & COmHJmer Pr·otectton Chal.' 
SenaWf Rosalyn Baker. Honorabte Health Vke-Chair Senator Josh (; ro8 (1 1';' Me 

'.' 

My name jsi){00..:"~"~'" (:··Z .. L_'::._ .... j am a patient ... .'vith COPD. COPD;s ii'le 
fourth leadh~g cause of death in the US am:1 expected to be 'lhe 'th,hd ieathrtg 
cause of death in the US and 'world by 2020. The American Lw.·g Association 
has estinmted that over ·50,000 people in Hav.Jaii ha'l/'t.=.! CO PD. ",,·tany. marw 
more lJeople in Ha".,vai suffer from asthma, fubefcr)losi~. pneull1on:ia and -olr.(;l1 
respiratory conditions. 

Respjratmy Therapists are a very irnportant aHne heafthc.are teanI '{or COPD 
p<lt~ents. and their loved ones. They j-,efp the patients g'et their medication. keep 
-their lungs oe[eac and leam to manage their bre(=lthing conditions. As has been 
noted. only Ha'<N'8lj and Alaska lack certifh:;ation too( respkatory therrlpists H;J'IlE! 
.3 ce.tuficati,o!1 process in place and certifying trae respiratory therapists. ',Ntll hoJp 
to insure ~hat aIr of OlJf 1herapists meet appropriate standards and are pif'Oviding 
quality care t.o our many peopfe in Hawa·il who need respira1Qry care. 

I strongly SUPPORT tile prompt passage of legislatio·n to estabiisn. Hcensmg GlN1 
regulator}1 r.equ~remen1s for practice of respiratory ca!'e and to create a ~Joa;I"r.j f..:::.r 
reSpiratory car€!, as vvr':tten in sa -1632 and 88 1332. Ph~·a.~e do nOi he~rlate ltJ 
contact me if I can provide SIny addltionai rnfoormabon. 

Hearth Committee chaifed by Hepresenta'(iw:l Ya-mane}. ! rHspectfully request 
thr.rt a jOl.lit resolution be made. so ttlatth~s matter, can be e)(pedited as It rs a 
st<:lte a nod national priority. 

~\lohC} 
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Dear Honorabie Health Chair and Commerce and Consurner Pwtectlon \"·,,('..;.e .. 
Cilair Senator David 1ge, Honorable Commerce & Consl.Jrner ProtActi(j·n Chair 
Senator Ro·saIY·11 lBakf~r. Honorable Health \/ice-Chair Senator JClsh Green, r .... 10 

My narne 15- v.t·U~k:. 11·n-K.1 .. \ . ".~' .. I am a patient ',Nilh COPD. COPD ~s ihe: 
fourth ~eadmg calise of dea~h in the,US and expected to be trl6 tllir{] leadill'9 
caUise of death In the US and world by 2020. The American lUllig A.ss(}cia~i()n 
has estimated that over 50.000 people in Hat-vaii ha've COPO. Many. manv 
more people in !-lawai suffer fmm asthma, tuoercofosis, pnetlmorlia al1d otlner 
r€lspira1ofY conditions. 

Respkatory Therapists bre a very irnportam of thE.~ heaJt~l(.ar~ t(';a(l1, 'fnr corD 
patients e-md thenr loved ct)·es. '!hey help ttla patients get tbeir madicSlbrm. kHO(;' 

their lungs clear. and learn to Ill1al1age their brea.thing condrtions. As has been 
noted, only Ha\o'l.'aii am:!' .A.laska I,.act< certtriG:8.tion fol' respiratOf'f then.:lpists Ha"lf~ 

a certvficatiol'l process in place and certi1ying the respiratory therapIsls ~·.J'iH help 
to insure that aH of OlJr therapists rr1l~et appropriate standards and are pil'o~ .. 'iding 
quality care to our many people in Hawaii who need respir2tOrv C"~ife. 

I strongry SUPPORT the prcmpt passage of j·sgis1ation to estab~ish IIG~n~ing cUW 
legulatory requiremellts. for pracUce of respiratory care and to creat,s.a boa~j: r.C)" 

f?-spka't.Oi y care. as ·~·vrjtten in S8 1632 and SB '1332. Please do not f~e-:sitatl~ to 
contact me if 1 can provide any additiDnsl information. 

HEia.l-rh Committee ~halr.ed by I~ep:res.entative 'Y·amane,). ~ {espectfuil" l·eql.".l·cltit 

that a jo·int resolUlion b~l made, ~c that this matter can be eX'pedited as it is ~ 
state .(.lInd national pnoritv. 

Aloi'b(;;-l. 
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Dear Hrmorable Health Chair and Commerce and Consumer Protection Vk::8-
Chair SSl1ato-r David Ige, Honorable Commerce & Consumer Protection Chair 
Senator Rosalyn Baker, Honorable Health Vif.;)9-ChaiIL Senator Josh Gr,een, MD. 

-r 
- -",-' #.. 7"'(.-- , 

r!j"'~l name iS~ ___ :··oo~:i~ __ ~~ .. _ . ___ ' i am a pr.rrrerut 'oNith COPO. COPD i8 the 
fourth leading Cause of death in th~ US and expected to be the ttJird 1~?adin9 
cause· of death irt 'the US and vy'orld by 202D_ The American lung Associa-tion 
has estimated ·thai over 50:000 people in Hawaii have COPO. Many. f11of.Hiy 
frlOre people in HaNvafi suffer from asthma, tuberco!osis, pneUrlimm3 and f)thn( 
r8spr,ratory conditions. 

Hespira10ry Thefi.ap~sts are l:j very' irnpc.rtant of 1he he·altheme tearn for COPD 
patients and theur loved ones_ They help the patients get their medication, kef::p 
ttleir lungs dear, and iearr1 to manage their breathing con,::Htions_ A.s h8ls O'et:"P 
1l0"t'Fld. ()[lly Ha.waik and Alaska iack certificatIon 'for re8pif'ator~r tile-rapists. 1-'1.:')\1'(\ 

a certificaHolfl pmc8ss in place and certifying the respirator! tt'llempr's;ts "i~",11 heir 
to ins-lm: U1Clt aU of our therblpists meet appropr iate standards and afe /01 O".I"cI ifl9 
qUlaHty care to our many' peopJe in Hawaii """'ho need res.piratory care. 

r ~trOl'lglv SUPPORT the prompt pass.a'ge of legislation to es'tabHsh licensinq 3nfI 
reg Uflatory req.uirements for practice of I"espiratory care and to create a boa rd tor 
re-spura'tory care, as written in S·B 1632 and SB 1332. Please do not hesitatE:~ to 
contact me i.f I ccUljprovide any additional information. 

He,a~th Cornrnrttee chaired by Hepre~.el1talivE" Yamane}, I respectfull~1 reque.s~ 
that a jo~nt l'eso~u~ion be made. so that this matter can be expfo)dited a.s it is a 
state and national priority . 

.A,~oh;:J" 

:. '. ;!:~.t_llA .r/- .: L< L:~.t: _ ( -,~( . ~~f ,--

.. :;". . '. /-.:';' ,.' _ ,-.J' .• {' ,{ ~I • ,'_ . I > . / 
P ..Jd· 7·~ - / t! ..;"--..... . .:~.;;: <:~. - t...-f.' ~t. t! ~l', .' :&i.- t.·!, '0;, ..... , ~"U ,,:./.( 
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De.an- H(morab~e Hea·lth Cha if and Commerce and Consurne~ Pmtectiol1l VIC.£)­
Chslk Senator David Ige. Honorable Comm~jrce & Consumer Protection Chair 
Sel/"lator Rosa~yn Baker. Honorable Health Vice-Chair Senator Josh: GreH;')r1. MO 

~ily ·name is..:£I!;~'.Jf./?.1(1fL_ .. I;·i·· ,1 em ~I patient wi1h COPO. COPD is the 
fourth leading cause of death in th~ US alfld expec:~·ed 10 be the third l.eadil'1g 
cause,. of death in tne US a.nd 'NO rid by 20.20. The American lLurng ,O.:ssodati(J·'·' 
luas estimated 1hat over 50,000 p·eople ;11 Hawaii have COPD. Many. many 
more people in Hav.lai suffer from asthma. tubercolo·sis. pneumon.ia .and other 
respiratl.)~·y conditions. 

HesJ)iTatory Therapist:s are a v~ry impt1rtant ot tl1e Ilea!thcan? team fer C()P:n 
patiemis and tl1eiil' lovf.~d ones. They 111elp the patients get j:he~1' rnedicait::m. ~:t::f';'P 
their lungs clearr. and learn to manage 1heir breathing conditions. .. ,I!.\s has ·I~:eer 
not'EKI, on'y H.awaii: arnd .A.lask.;) l.ack certi,fication f,Of respiratory therapists. H;,Jv(~ 
:a ceriif"ic;ation proc.ess in plaoe and cerm'~ing the respjnlllory therap~sts will hel~ 
to insure th·at alii of our t!ler8'p~.sts m·eet appropria;te standards and are pmvidlnf.i' 
qualilly 'Gcue to our many peofj,le in Hawai.i who need resp1f"atori ~are. 

I st.rr)ngly SUPPOHT the prompt passage of leg·islet.ion to establisih ltcensin.g .and 
regL.llatory requirements for' p"actice of resp/f.'ii:ttory Gare and 10 create a. board for 
respiratory ca·r'9, as written in S8 '1632 and SB 1332. Plearse do not hesitate to 
c(:.I1tad me if I can provide any adcHtional inform a.tio n . 

He·,alt:h Comrll1ittee chaired by Representative Yam.ana). I respedful'ly reQtH'?8t 
~hat a j-ofint resolution be· made. S,r) that this maiter can be expedited as it i~. ::.if 

~:;tate and I'latior'llal priority. 
-;.) 

.l~~~h~. ..···r~ 
~. ~:. (I· 6;'i:~f/ " I ., ." 

< •• :.~~ .• :~:J.61 ~ .. Lt '~~~.-.. --
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PRESENTATION OF THE 
PROFESSIONAL AND VOCATIONAL LICENSING DIVISION 

TO THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 

TWENTY-FIFTH STATE LEGISLATURE 
REGULAR SESSION of 2009 

Friday, February 27,2009 
9:00 a.m. 

WRITTEN COMMENTS ON SENATE BILL NO. 1332, 5.0.1, RELATING TO 
HEAL THCARE. 

TO THE HONORABLE DONNA MERCADO KIM, CHAIR, 
AND MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE: 

LAWRENCE M. REI FURTH 
DIRECTOR 

RONALD BOYER 
DEPUTY DIRECTOR 

My name is Celia Suzuki, Program Specialist of the Professional and Vocational 

Licensing Division, Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs ("DCCA"). The 

DCCA appreciates the opportunity to present written comments in opposition to Senate 

Bill No. 1332, S.D. 1, Relating to Healthcare. 

This bill proposes to regulate the practice of respiratory care by establishing a 

state respiratory care board and licensure requirements within DCCA. The DCCA has 

numerous concerns with the bill which have been subsequently presented to and 

shared with, the previous subject matter committee chairs in the form of a proposed 

S.D. 2. 



Testimony on S.B. No. 1332, S.D. 1 
Friday, February 27, 2009 
Page 2 

We oppose this bill because in 1995, the Auditor conducted a sunrise analysis on 

the regulation of respiratory care therapists and the Auditor reported that regulation is 

not warranted. The report said that if improperly performed, respiratory care can cause 

harm. However, regulation is not necessary because sufficient protections already 

exist. 

Should this bill continue to move forward and your Committee finds that the 

regulation of respiratory care practitioners is necessary, the DCCA needs to stress that 

additional costs will be incurred to administer this program. A cost analysis was 

provided to your Committee staff on February 21, 2009. We would ask for your 

favorable consideration for the staffing and the funding to implement this new regulatory 

program. 

Thank you for the opportunity to present comments in opposition to S.B. No. 

1332, H.D. 1. 


