


,,-, \ 

DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS, •. ~.. 
',.;r' \ 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT & TOURIS:JW"~'~ U<iJ 

No.1 Capitol District Building, 250 South Hotel Street. 5th Floor. Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 2359, Honolulu, Hawaii 96804 
Web site: www.hawaii.gov/dbedt 

Statement of 
THEODORE E. LID 

Director 
Department of Business, Economic Development, and Tourism 

before the 
COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 

Monday, March 2, 2009 
9:30 a.m. 

State Capitol, Conference Room 211 

in consideration of 
SB 1096 SDI 

LINDA LINGLE 
GOVERNOR 

THEODORE E. L1U 
DIRECTOR 

MARK K. ANDERSON 
DEPUTY DIRECTOR 

Telephone: (808) 586-2355 
Fax: (808) 586-2377 

RELATING TO TECHNOLOGY WORKFORCE AND DEVELOPMENT. 

Chair Kim, Vice Chair Tsutsui, and Members of the Committees. The Department of 

Business, Economic Development, and Tourism (DB EDT) supports the intent ofSB 1096 SDI 

which provides funding for STEM and creative media programs. We deeply appreciate the 

Legislature's commitment to these programs as critical to providing Hawaii's students with the 

kind of education that will help them be successful in today's economy. As indicated in the bill, 

these programs have been very successful. A brief summary of the status of the Act 111 (SLH 

2007) and Act 271 (SLH 2007) programs, the Music and Entertainment Learning Experience 

(MELE) program, and the Creativity Academies is attached to our testimony. 

The Administration also is committed to the success of these programs and has included 

funding for them in its Biennium Budget. Recognizing the fiscal constraints that the State is 

facing, DBEDT worked closely with the University of Hawaii (UH) and Project EAST program 

managers to develop budgets that would maintain programs at their current levels or provide for 
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limited expansion. This approach will preserve the program structures and the momentum that 

has been gained with your support. The Administration also has introduced a bill to provide a 

tax credit for individuals donating to certified STEM academies which, if passed, could provide 

additional funding for valuable programs. 

We believe that providing the funding through the budget is most appropriate for the 

following reasons: 

1. It is already accounted for in the financial plan; 

2. It will expedite the use of the funding administered by DR if it is in the DR 

budget and doesn't have to go through the DR and Administration release 

processes; and 

3. It will move the programs toward sustainability, with the ability to do long-term 

planning, to have them in the Administration budget, rather than dependent on 

separate appropriations every biennium. 

The following requests are contained in each fiscal year of the Administration's budget: 

1. $1,102,000 for the FIRST Pre-academy program for robotics and the Research 

Experience for Teachers program; 

2. $175,000 for STEM professional development programs; and 

3. $624,000 for Project EAST. 

In addition to the programs mentioned specifically in this bill, the Administration's 

budget also includes the following to support creative media programs: 

1. $690,00 for the MELE program; and 

2. $1,600,000 for Creativity Academies. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide these comments. 
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March 2, 2009 
9:30a.m. 

Conference Room 211 

TESTIMONY TO 
THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 

RE: SB 1096 SD1 - Relating to Technology Workforce and Development 

Chair Kim, Vice Chair Tsutsui and Members of the Committee: 

My name is Robert Witt and I am executive director of the Hawaii Association of 
Independent Schools (HAIS), which represents 97 private and independent schools 
statewide and is a member of the Hawaii Educational Networking Consortium (HENC). 

The Association supports Senate Bill 1096, Senate Draft 1 - Relating to Technology 
Workforce and Development, which appropriates funds for programs related to the 
STEM disciplines (science, technology, engineering, and math) and kindergarten 
through twelfth grade creative media education programs. 

Through HENC's Hawaii Schools Digital Media Grant Program, schools across the state 
are able to receive much-needed support for their digital media programs and projects; 
however, although nearly 60 public and private schools were awarded grants by this 
wonderful program last year, this group of awardees represents only a small fraction of 
the total number of elementary and secondary schools in Hawaii. HAIS believes that 
SB 1096 SD1 will not only enable schools to improve their creative media facilities and 
provide their students with greater 2151 century learning opportunities, but it will also 
broaden HENC's reach across the public and private school spectrum and allow the 
consortium to better fulfill its mission of promoting the use of technology in education 
and research. 

We appreciate the Legislature's acknowledgement via this bill of the important role that 
creative media and STEM programming play in our schools' efforts to prepare students 
for both college and careers in all fields in the 2151 century and urge the Committee to 
pass this measure. 

Thank you for this opportunity to testify. 
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SB 1096 SD1 RELATING TO TECHNOLOGY WORKFORCE AND DEVELOPMENT 

Chair Kim, Vice Chair Tsutsui, and committee members: 

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony on SB 1096 SD1to appropriate funds 
for science-, technology-, engineering- and math-related programs. We recognize and 
respect the importance of these programs to ensuring the success of Hawai'i's students 
in the global economy by offering support for innovative educational programs in fields 
of science, technology, engineering and mathematics, and to prepare students for 
further education and employment. 

While we strongly support these programs, the current and projected budget reductions 
for the University of Hawai'i at Manoa require us to make difficult choices, just as the 
Hawaii Legislature has to do. While many programs, especially those in SB 1096 SD1, 
are definitely worthy, not all can be funded, and we must base our decisions on the 
basis of campus priorities - the highest of which continues to be our tremendous need 
in the area of repairs and maintenance. This is defined in the Board of Regents' 
approved budget and reflects the critical importance of repairs and maintenance to our 
ability to perform our core mission for the State of Hawai'i. Therefore, while we both 
have been very supportive and involved with these efforts, we can currently only support 
the concept proposed in this bill at this time. 

We definitely appreciate and share the interest expressed in this legislation for 
supporting students' interest in pursuing math/science and technology careers. In 
addition to existing College of Engineering programs that provide support in these 
areas, UH Manoa's Stan Sheriff Center is proud to host the For Inspiration and 
Recognition of Science and Technology (FIRST) robotics teams' regional tournament. 
We agreed to host the 38-team competition at no charge in 2008 and have recently 
extended this agreement for another three years. 

Thank you for this opportunity to testify. 


