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Chairs English and Baker, and members of this Joint Senate Committee: 

Thank for you this opportunity to offer comments on SB 101. 

At the request of a member of the Taxi Industry two years ago, I introduced legislation at 
the Honolulu City that sought to address the need for various security measures for the 
safety of the . ...... passengers. Included in the bill were measures to cover the 
installation revocation of licenses, and criminal background checks of 
drivers and 
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'co Following a the Office of Council Services and the City 
Corporation Counsel, the I Works Committee considered the 
matter at its February 7, 2008 com '." narrowed the focus 
to the need for criminal background checks of taxi drivers and 

Issues and concerns expressed in committeeliibiuded '.. ...... of permanently 
denying and/or revoking a taxicab driver's certificate and whethf)r ······i had the authority to 
conduct FBI background checks on drivers. It is unclear whether the City currently has the 
authority to access the FBI's database for this purpose. And while the State maintains a 
database to conduct local criminal background checks, persons who are convicted: 6fout-of­
state, federal or international crimes would not be included in the database. Senate'BiII 101 
seeks to address these concerns and determine the appropriateness of enabling .. th:"fc'C!uotiEi;iS'to 
conduct criminal background checks on taxi drivers and taxi driver applicants. . ........ ...... .. ..... . 

Thank you for the opportunity to look into this matter. We look forward to t~, .. ~j~C~·sSion 
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HEARING OF FEBRUARY 11, 009; TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB 101, 
RELATING TO CRIMINAL mSTORY RECORD CHECKS BY COUNTIES 

Thank you for the opportunity to testilY in support of this important measure. The purpose of this 
measure is to authorize the counties to conduct criminal history record checks on taxicab drivers and 
applicants for taxicab driver's certificates. 

I am aware that the President of the Hawaii State Association of Counties (HSAC) has submitted 
testimony, on behalf of HSAC, in support of this measure, which is in the HSACLegislative Package. As 
the Treasurer of HSAC, I concur with the testimony submitted by the President, and urge you to support 
this measure. 
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