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881 Akiu Place
Kailua, HI 96734
(808) 218-3457

DATE: February 18, 2009

RE: Support for HCR37

Please support HCR3? that requests religious and faith-based organizations to serve as
Safe Havens for victims of domestic violence.

For a moment, please think about what circumstances would drive you yourself to seek
shelter and protection from a religious entity. It'd probably be under pretty dire
circumstances, right? If you were a victim of domestic violence, where would you turn
for sanctuary? Suppose your home is a living hell and the most likely place that you'd
be harmed? Suppose going to a friend or family member's home would endanger the
ones you love? Suppose the shelter is at capacity and has absolutely no room to
accommodate you and your children? Suppose you don't have a penny to your name to
provide food for you and your children, let alone money to find a place to run and hide
to escape someone's wrath?

May-be not so surprisingly, when batterer intervention groups were conducted in church
or religious-based facilities, participants reported feeling more contrite about what they
had done as compared to batterer intervention groups that were conducted in non­
religious settings. Religious and faith-based organizations would provide another level
of deterrence to an abuser intent on "getting" his victim. Please bear in mind that this
would be at the institution's consent - that this would not be a mandatory imposition to
all religious and faith-based organizations. When it comes to escaping a domestic
violence situation, more avenues for sanctuary are desperately needed because when
the time comes, you'd be surprised at how many doors will close in your face.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
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