
Date: May 1. 2009 

To: Representative Mizuno, Chair 
Representative Brower, Vice Chair 
Members of the Committee on Human Services 

From: Pamela K. Omidyar 
1585 Kapiolani Blvd. Suite 1750 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96814 

Re: Support of HCR304 

I write this morning to urge your support for House Concurrent Resolution 304, 
legislation condemning the human-rights atrocities and violence against children in 
Northern Uganda and the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), and urging 
Congress to lead the international community in efforts to protect the children of 
these countries. 

As both a citizen of Hawaii interested in helping to ensure a better future for at risk 
children across our state and a philanthropist engaged in efforts to end mass 
atrocities globally, I'm deeply troubled by the violence and suffering of children in 
Northern Uganda and the ORe. With thousands kids abducted by the Lord's 
Resistance Army and forced to serve as child-soldiers-and thousands more raped 
and enslaved-the crisis in this region of Africa represents one of the greatest global 
challenges to the values we hold deeply here in our own community. 

By supporting HRC304, we have the opportunity to affirm the belief that we are 
never fully human until ending the suffering of some becomes the pursuit of us all. 
This resolution represents an important step towards influencing the foreign policy 
of the United States Government, as well as that of the international community, to 
intervene on behalf of these children. 

Respectfully yours, 

Pamela K. Omidyar 



S ISTERS OF s-r. ..JOSEPH OF CARON DELET 

H AWAII V ICE-PROVIN CE 
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May 1, 2009 

TO: COMMITIEE ON TRANSPORTATION,INTERNATIONAlAND 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 
Senator J. Kalani English, Chair 
Senator Mike Gabbard, VICe Chair 

FROM Sisters of St Joseph of Carondelet 

SUBJECT: 

PURPOSE: 

POSITION: 

HeR 304 Hearing, Monday May 4, 2009, 9:15 a.m 
Conference Room 016, State Capitol 

HeR 304 condemns the human righl5 atrocities and violence against CIlIIdren In Northern 
Uganda and the Democratic Repubic of the Congo, and urges Congress 10 lead the 
International community in effofls to protect the CIlildren of Uganda and the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, 

The Sisters of St Joseph of Carondelet strongly support the passage of this CooctJrrent Resolution We 
who cannot imagine the poverty, tenor and hopelessness the people of Northern Uganda and the 
0em0craIIc Republic of the Congo have lived with for these last 23 years caooot lum OIlr backs now. 
House CooctJrrenI Resolution 304 Is important because ~ sends a SIJong rreaage to 01.1' U.S 
Congressional delegatloo thai In Hawaii there are many people Who ca<e deepfy abool the plight of these 
people. 

After 23 years 01 civil war, the intemalional community mLIBI come IX! the aide of the people of this war 
tom region. We have stood by wtlile CNer 30,000 abduded CIllklren have been forced to _ as CIlild 
soldiers, thousands have been murdered and nearty two millon people have been forced IX! live in 
dispfacement camps. 

In mld-May members of the U.S. Congress will inlroduce the Northern Uganda SlabiliZalion and 
Reconstruction Act. This legislation is the beSt hope for peace in the region. It will commiIthe United 
Slates IX! be a leader for peace, bringing the fuillorce 01 its diplomatic resources to end this civil war II 
will also commil funds for reconstruction. Now Is the Ume for us to cormIit. 

Sisters of Sl Joseph who seMI the people of Northern Uganda tell us of the total desIrucIion and 
breakdown of society. A generation of students has gone uneducated. Fanners have abandoned their 
llelds and forgotten many of their lenning skills. And, many traditional cultural val~ have been lost 

Yet there Is hope among the people. Gradually they are being al_ to leave the diIpIac:ement camps. 
As they return 10 their farms, they engage in the bad<bfeal(lng work of clearing fields thai have not grown 
crops for decades. Children are returning to their bullet pocked schools with inadequate lext books and 
minimal supplies. Yet then! Is hope. The people are relying on their reigious and traditional cultural 
practices to find healing. They fonn community again and there Is hope, Passage of HCR 304 is a small 
.~ thot _ ""'Oor'I to"'. M ... ~ thd tvw-.a AlNo 



TO: COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATiON, INTERNATiONAL AND 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 
Senator 1. Kalani English, Chair 
Senator Mike Gabbard, Vice Chair 

FROM: Pax Christi Hawaii 

SUBJECT: HCR 304 Hearing, Monday May 4, 2009, 9: 15 a.m. 
Conference Room 016, State Capitol 

PURPOSE: HeR 304 condemns the human rights atrocities and violence against children in 
Northern Uganda and the Democratic Republic of the Congo, and urges Congress 
to lead the international community in efforts to protect the children of Uganda 
and the Democratic Republic of the Congo. 

POSITION: 

Pax Christi Hawaii strongly supports the passage of this Concurrent Resolution. As a group we 
are committed to building structures of peace. The 23 year war in Uganda has devastated the 
social, political and economic structures of Uganda. We believe the United States in 
coUahoration with the United Nations must playa role in bringing Joseph Kony and the 
leadership of the Lord ' s Resistance Army to justice. 

In mid-May members of the U.S. Congress will introduce the Northern Uganda Stabilization and 
Reconstruction Act. This legislation is the best hope for peace in the region. It will commit the 
United States to be a leader for peace, bringing the full force of its diplomatic resources to end 
this civil war. It will also commit funds for reconstruction. 

We are working closely with Resolve Uganda., a national organization committed to bringing 
peace and reconstruction to the region. They have built a national coalition and have gained 
enough interest and support to make passage of the Northern Uganda Stabilization and 
Reconstruction Act a reality. Through our meeting with members of our Congressional 
delegation we believe there is interest. 

Passing HeR 304 will be one more encouragement for our Congressional delegation to support 
this legislation. It shows the commitment that the people of Hawaii have to the United States 
role in building a safer, more just and peaceful world. 

Thank you for considering this information. 



May 01,2009 
TO: 

FROM: 
SUBJECT: 

COMMln·EE ON TRANSPORTATION, INTEIZNATIONAL AND 
rNTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 
Scnator J. Kalani Engli sh, Chair 
Scnator Mike Gabbard, Vice Chair 

IICR 304 Hearing, Monday May 4, 2009, 9: 15 a.lll. 
Conference Room 016, State Capitol 

Thc rcasoll for Illy CIJlTcspoudcuce with both of you in wl'itiug today is to ask you to (lass our 
rcsolution, IIeR 304. ill thc TIA -Tnll1sporl:ttioll, luternatiomll and IlItcl'govcrnlll c ntal Affui,'s 
COl1l1llittee 011 which you sen'c. I-Iawui'i lias the unique opportunity (Q lead the nalion in offic ially 
eonde l11ning the human rights atrocities being perpetrated against children in Northern Uganda and the 
DClllocratic Republic of tile Congo. We cannot aITord to deny this reso lution the same focus and attention 
we glvc to local issues, because Africa is on the other side of the world; for this is the same attitude that 
all too often leads the rest of the world to undermine the many social issues our island homc of Hllwaj 'i 
faces. Together, we must demonstrate that even slates as ' remote' as Ilawa i' i still have the power to lead 
the international comlllun ity in bringing about worldwide peace. 

The purpose of HCR 304 "CONDEMN ING THE HUMAN RIGHTS ATROCITI ES AND VIOLENCE 
AGA INST C IIi LDREN IN NORTHERN UGANDA AND THE DEMOCRATI C REPUBLIC OF THE 
CONGO AND URG ING CONG RESS TO LEAD THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY IN 
EFFORTS TO PROTECT CHILDREN OF UGANDA AND THE DEMOCRATIC REP UO LIC OF THE 
CONGO AND BRING JOSEPII KQNY AND THE LORD'S RESISTANCE ARM Y TO JUSTICE" is to 
voice Hawaii's opposi tion to th e humanitarian crisis present ly occurring in Uganda, the Democratic 
Republic Congo, Sudan and other countries by urging Congress to lead the international community in 
efforts to protect the chi ldren of lhcse nations. 

The c itizens of Northern Uganda have faced atrocities for more than twenty-three years due to the armed 
connict between the Government of Uganda and the Lord's Resistance Army, an armed rebel 
paramilitary group trying to topple the Ugandan government. The United Nations Under-Secrctary­
General for llumanitarian Affairs, Jan Egeland, has described the guerilla war in northem Uganda as "the 
world's grcateslnegleeted humanitarian crisis." 

Of the 300,000 child so ldiers ill the world today, 30,000 of these are in Uganda and they make up 90% of 
the Lord's Resistance Army. Statistics show that 77% of child abduetees have seen someone murdered, 
39% have beell forced to kill someone with their own hands, and 35% of female sold iers have been 
sexually abused. Most other children have also beell beaten brutally and forced to bUnl down towns and 
houses and abduct other chi ldren. 

Currently an estimated 1.7 million people sti ll remain internally displaced in northern Uganda as a resu lt 
of the con nict between the govern ment and the Lord's Resistance Army. The conditi ons in these 
displacement camps are dep lorable: each week 1,000 people die while living ill these lOP crimps. A 
growing number of people arc being di splaced, rnurdered and abused in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo ns the Lord's Resistancc Army terrorizes the area. The eITects of the war 'Ire secn most prevalent ly 
in the lives of the child ren of these nations. These chi ldren face issues or mn lnlltrition, lack of food and 
waler supplics, and other physiological as well as psychological problems from living and fighting in 
such a long-lasting connic!. 

Address: 

'L 



May 0 1.2009 
TO . 

mOM: 
SUBJECT: 

COMMITrEE ON TRANSPORTATION, INTERNATIONAL AND 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 
Senator J. Kalani English, Chair 
Senator Mike Gabbard, Vice Chair 

I-ICR 304 Hearing, Monday May 4, 2009, 9: 15 a.m. 
Conference Room 016, Slale Capilol 

JlAte 

The rCllSOII for' Illy concspontlcncc with both of yOIl in wdting (oday is to nsk you to pnss our 
,"csolution, HeR 304, in Ihe TIA -Trnnsportation, IlItcrimlionai ami IlItcq~ovcnllucnt:t1 Affair's 
Co mmittee Ull which yo u SCI-VC. Hawai'i hos lhe unique opportun ity to lead the nation in ofTicially 
condcmniug the human rights atrocities being perpetrated against ch ildren in Northern Uganda and the 
Democratic Republic of the COil go. We cannot afford to deny this resolution the same focus and attention 
we give to local issues, because Africa is all the other side of the world; for this is the same altitude that 
all 100 onen leads the rest of Ihe world to undermine the many social issues our islaml home of I-Iuwui'i 
faces. Together, wc must dcmonstrate that even slates as ' rcmote' as Hawai'i still have the power \0 lead 
the illtcmatiollal cOllllllunity in bringing about worh.lwide peacc. 

The purpose ofHCR 304 "CONDEMN ING THE HUMAN R.lGI-ITS ATROCITIES AND V IOLENCE 
AGA INST CH ILDREN IN NORTIIERN UGANDA AND THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF TilE 
CONGO AND URGING CONGRESS TO LEAD THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY IN 
EFFORTS TO PROTECT CH ILDREN OF UGANDA AND TI-IE DEMOCRATIC REPUI3L1C OF TI-IE 
CONGO AND BR ING JOSEPII KONY AND THE LORD'S RESISTANCE ARMY TO JUSTICE" is to 
voice Hawaii's opposition to the humanitarian crisis presently occurring in Uganda, the DClIlocr'lIic 
Republic Congo, Sudan and other countries by urging Congress to lend thc intcrnational community in 
efforts to protccllhe children ofthcsc nations. 

The citizens of Northern Uganda have faced atrocities fo r marc than twen ty-three years due to the armed 
connic! between the Govefllment of Uganda and the Lord's Resistance Army, an armed rebel 
paramilitary group trying to topple the Ugandan government. The United Nations Undcr-Sccretary­
General for Humanitarian Affairs, Jan Egeland, has described the guerilla war in northern Uganua as "the 
world's greatest neglected humanitarian crisis." 

Of the 300,000 child so ldiers in the world today, 30,000 oflhcse are in Uganda and they make lip 90% of 
the Lord's Resistance Army. Statistics show that 77% of child abduclees have seen someone murdered, 
39% have been forced to kill someone with their own h<tnds, and 35% of female soldiers have been 
sexually abused. Most othcr children have also becn benten brutally and forced to burn down towns and 
houses and abduct other children. 

Currently an estimated 1.7 million people still remain internally displaced in northern Uganda as a result 
of the connict between the government and the Lord's Resistance Army. The conditions in these 
displacement camps arc deplorable: each week 1,000 people die while living in these iDP camps. A 
growing number of people arc being displaced, murdered and abu:;;ed ill the Democratic Republic of 
Congo as the Lord's Resistance Army terroriz'es the area. The effects of the war are seen most prevalently 
ill the livcs of the children of these nations. These children face issues of malnutrition, lack of food and 
waler supplies, and other physiological as well as psychological problems from living and fighting in 
such a iong·lasling connie!. 

Sincerely yours, Address: E-mail: 

~\re.~ay-,9S>. 
'0'\,)0.~ 



MayOI.2009 
TO: 

FROM: 
SUBJECT: 

COMMITfEE ON TRANSPORTATION, INTEIZNATIONAL AND 

INTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 
Senator J. Kalani English, Chair 
Senato r Mike Gabbard, Vice Chair 

HeR 304 !-Iearing, Monday May 4, 2009, 9: 15 a.lll. 
Conference Room 016, State Capitol 

The reason ro,· Illy CIHTcspolltiellce wHh bolll of you in writing today is to ask yOIl to pass our 
reso lution, lien 304, ill the TIA -Trllnspo,·lation, International :lIId JlItcq~ovcrnlllcntnt Affairs 
Committee UII which you serve. I-Iawai'i has the unique opportunity to lead the nation in officia lly 
condemning the human rights atrocities being perpetrated against children in Northern Uganda and the 
Democratic Republic orthe Congo. We cannot afford to deny this resolution the same focus and attelllion 
we give to local issues, because Africa is on the other side of the world; for this is the same attitude that 
:.11 too onen leads the rest of the world to undermine the many soc ia l issues our island home of I-Iawai'i 
faces. Together, we must demonstrate that even slates as 'remote' as Hawai ' i st ill have the power to lead 
the intcrnational community in bringing about worldwide peace. 

The purpose ofHCR 304 "CONDEMNING TI-IE HUMAN RIGHTS ATROCITIES AND VIOLENCE 
AGAINST CI IlLDREN IN NORTHERN UGANDA AND THE DEMOCRATIC REI'UULlC or THE 
CONGO AND URGING CONGRESS TO LEAD TilE INTERNATIONAL COMMUN ITY IN 
EFFORTS TO PROTECT CI-IiLDREN or UGANDA AND TI-IE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE 
CONGO AND BRING JOSEPI I KONY AND THE LORD'S RESISTANCE ARMY TO JUSTICE" is 10 
voice Hawaii's opposit ion to the humanitarian crisis presently occurring in Uganda, the Democratic 
Repub lic Congo, Sudan and other countries by urging Congress to lend the international community in 
efforts to protect the chi ldren orthesc nations. 

-nle citizens of Northern Uganda have faced atrocities for more than twenty~three years due to the armed 
connicl between the Govern ment of Uganda and the Lord's Resistance Army, an armed rebel 
pawmilitary group trying to topple the Ugandrll\ government. The United Nations Undcr~Secretary~ 
General for Ilumnnitarian Affairs, Jan Egeland, has described the guerilla war in northern Uganda as "the 
world's greatest negleetcd Ilumanitarian crisis." 

Of the 300,000 child soldiers in the world today, 30,000 ofthcsc are in Uganda and Ihcy make up 90% of 
tile Lord's Resistance Army. Statistics show that 77% of child abductees have seen someone murdered, 
]9% havc been forced to kill someone with their own hands. and 35% of female soldiers have b(.;cn 
sexually abused. Most other chi ldren have also been beaten brutally and forced to burn down towns and 
houses and abduct other children. 

Currently an estimated 1.7l11illiol1 people still remain intcrnally displaced in northern Uganda as a result 
or the conniet between the government and the Lord 's Resistance Army. The conditions in these 
displaceillent camps are deplorable: each week 1,000 people die while living in these lOP camps. A 
growing number of people arc being displaced, murdered and abused III the Democratic Republic of 
Congo as the Lord's Resistance Army terrorizes the area. The effects of tile war are seen most prevalently 
in the lives of the children of these nations. These children face issues of mullllHrition, lack of food Dnd 
water supplies, and other physiological as well as psychological problems from living and fighting in 
such a long-lasting connict. 

Sincerely yours. 

I 'L'---( , \ks-~' 
Address: E~lllail: 
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