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House Bill 317 proposes that the Department of Land and Natural Resources (Department)
receive federal Homeland Security Grant Program funds to provide the people ofthe southern
portion of the Island ofHawaii, who have been heavily impacted by vog, with increased access
to suitable emergency and clinical medical care. The Department does not support SECTIONs 3
and 4 of this measure as presently written, and defers comments on public emergency medical
care matters in this bill to the Department of Health (DOH).

This bill authorizes the Department to expend federal Homeland Security Grant Program funds
in coordination with DOH to provide for a mobile emergency and clinical medical care program
for Hawaii County's Kona community. The Department does not receive any funds for public
health, emergency and clinical medical care and it is unlikely that we would qualify to receive
public health funds for any purpose. And as natural, cultural, and historic resources managers,
the Department feels that it may not be the appropriate agency to request, and manage federal
Homeland Security Grant Program funding for public health, emergency and clinical medical
care purposes.
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Dep3l"tment's Position.: The Department of Health opposes this measure to appropriate federal funds

2 from the Homeland Security Grant Program for the purchase of a mobile medical van to be based at

3 Kona Community HospitaL

4 Fill.andal.lmpact: Appropriates $500~OOO in. Federal Homeland Security Grant funds.

5 Pill-pose and .Justi.ficatiOJJ: The Department appreciates that there are significant barriers in accessing

6 medical services in rural areas such as the sQuthern area ofHawaii County. Mobile medical vans are

7 one strategy that could be used to address some of these barriers. However, we are concem.ed that this

8 measure appropriates funds for the medical van, but no funds to provide medical professionals to staff

9 the vans. The cost of staffing would be considerable and is not addressed. In additi.on, we note that

10 Homeland Security Grant funding allocations are decided through a grant application process set forth

11 by the Federal government with the Depaltment of Defense as the lead agency for the State.

12 Thank you for the opportunity to testify.
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The Honorable Marcus Oshiro, Chair
The Honorable Marilyn Lee, Vice Chair

House Committee on Finance

Re: HB 317 - Relating to Mobile Medical Care

Dear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Committee:

The Hawaii Medical Service Association (HMSA) appreciates the opportunity to testify in support of HB 317.

HMSA is dedicated to ensuring that all of our members are able to access the care they need, when they need it.
We support initiatives to increase the ability of individuals who are in underserved areas to access appropriate
- ....rvices. Some rural areas on our neighbor islands lack the facilities to provide appropriate levels of medical

:e. This is especially true of the communities ofKa'u and Upper Puna which are directly affected by volcanic
eInlSSlOns.

This measure would authorize the use of existing federal funds to be used for a mobile care unit to provide
medical care to some of the more rural areas of the Big Island. This unit would undoubtedly save lives by
providing timely access to care. We respectfully urge the committee to look favorably upon this measure.

Sincerely,

Jennifer Diesman
Assistant Vice President
Government Relations

Hawaii Medical Service Association 818 Keeaumoku St.· P,O. Box 860
HonolulU, HI 96808-0860

(808) 948-5110 Branch offices located on
Hawaii, Kaual and Maul

Internet address
www.HMSA.com


