Finance Hearing
March 4, 2009 at 10:00am
Agenda #1

To: Representative Marcus R. Oshiro
Chair, Finance Committee
Representative Marilyn B. Lee
Vice-Chair, Finance Committee
And Members of the Finance Committee

From: The Children of Kawaiahao Church School

Re:  Testimony in Support
HB1538 RELATING TO ENVIRONMENTALLY-SENSITIVE PRODUCTS
Requires public schools to use environmentally-sensitive cleaning and maintenance
products. Directs the department of health to establish guidelines and specifications
for the products. Requires the state procurement office to maintain a list of vendors
who produce, manufacture, or sell environmentally-sensitive products.

Attached are copies of testimony from the children of Kawaiahao Church School. Although the
children were able to testify in person at the Health and Education Committees, they are not
able to be present at the Finance Hearing.

We would respectfully ask that you pass HB1538.
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Representative Marcus R. Oshiro
Representative Marilyn B. Lee
Finance Committee

Debbie Millikan
March 4, 2009, 10:00 am

Support of HB 1538, Relating to environmentally-sensitive cleaning products

I am a mother of two young children, one of whom attends public elementary school. 1
am here to testify in support of HB 1538 because I strongly believe our children deserve
to learn in a safe and clean school environment. [ am here representing many parents
who I have personally spoken to with children at Waikiki School and the UH preschool
who believe this bill represents a first step to protect all of Hawaii’s keiki. The students,
teachers, custodians, and administrators who attend our 284 public schools are being
unnecessarily exposed on a daily basis to chemicals, pollutants and pesticides. We have
an opportunity to change this. HB 1538 is a start in the right direction.

Why switch to green cleaning products? Traditional cleaning products used in schools
can contain harmful ingredients that cause cancer, reproductive disorders, and major
organ damage. These chemicals can find their way into our drinking water, streams and
coastal waters, adversely affecting our fragile reefs, threatening public health and adding
to pollution. Furthermore, half of the 53 million students and S million adults who attend
our nation’s schools every day may be unnecessarily exposed to polluted indoor air, lead,
chemical fumes, pesticides and other toxins (according to the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency). Children miss more than 14 million school days each year due to
asthma exacerbated by poor indoor air quality.

What makes a cleaning product green? It means using cleaning substances that do not
contain harsh chemical ingredients (such as ammonia) found in many conventional
cleaners. It means avoiding chemicals that are known carcinogens, Green cleaners are
made from plant based, biodegradable detergents and emulsifiers.

New York recently enacted a state law to make sure schools address this issue by
choosing cleaning products that are environmentally sensitive and safer for our children.
Other districts and individual schools are making the switch and are seeing big changes.
Lockport Township High School reports a 3% increase in daily attendance after
switching to green cleaning; a pilot project in Chicago’s public schools found Green Seal
products to be cost-competitive with traditional ones; and the San Francisco Unified
School District found fewer respiratory complaints after switching to green cleaning to
name a few examples. A Florida school district found they could reduce cleaning costs
by switching to green cleaning products.

We can begin to make a difference for our kids here in Hawaii by supporting a similar
proposition, HB 1538. A well-designed green cleaning program in Hawaii’s schools,



modeled after that in New York, can help reduce harmful exposures and keep our
students healthy and smart.

Using green cleaning products also protects the health of our custodial staff, many of
whom experience health problems associated with the toxic chemicals they are using.

Critics might respond that green cleaning products aren’t good enough or are too
expensive. This is simply not true. Demand for green products has increased in the past
5 years making these products readily available and cheaper. The inventory of green
cleaning supplies is growing as larger companies enter the market and with increased
demand. Studies have shown that non-toxic, biodegradable products are just as effective
as their toxic counterparts. Most importantly, by combining an educational component
for product usage with green products, our custodians are more likely to use less product,
use them more effectively, and thus reducing cleaning costs overall.

Switching to green products can help our children stay healthy, stay at school, and
become better learners. I urge this committee to pass HB 1538 for the sake of our
children. Thank you for the opportunity to submit this testimony.



