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House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

HB1362, HD1 (HSCR186)
LATING TO GENETIC COUNSELORS

Wednesday, February 18, 2009
2:00pm

& the Honorable Chair Robert M. Herkes, Vice Chair Glenn Wakai, aud Members of the Houss Comminee on
onsumer Protection & Commerce:

F"}

1 support HB 1362, HD1 (HSCR186) relaring 1o the professional Heenswre of Genetic Counselors in the State of
Hawail.

I arn & Genetic Counselor who has been working i the State of Hawaii for nearly seven years. [am in strong
support of Genetic Counselor licensure, I believe that licensure will not only assist in recognition and
reimbursement of our profession, but also ensure high level quality services to the people of Hawali, and efficient
use of health care dollars.

My initial interest in, and attraction to, the field of Genstic Counseling stemmed from whar I viewed as an
opportunity to work with and serve various individuals who have, or are at risk for, rare conditions that may have s
genetic basis, My poal was (and still is) to make a difference in the lives of these individuals and families - by
educating therm, helping them with difficult decisions, and providing them with emotional support.

Jm ough my time to date as a Genstic Counselor, [ have learned that the field of Genetic Counseling is far broader
kan I had first envisioned. Conditions with a genetic component, I have leamned, are far from rare. In fact, many
cammon conditions, including cancer, heart disease and diabetes, have genetic components. 'What this means is that
many individuals and families benefit from consultation with 8 Generic Counselor ~ not just the rars fow as [ had

firat thought.

vieasswze is & booming field: developments and new discoveries are coming our at faster and faster rates. And

:inly, within the field of medicine, genetics is one of the most rapidly growing aress. As z result, more and more
peapie will be impacted by genetics. Unfortunately, what also comes with exciting developments is the potential for
misuse or misinterpretation of genetic information. Thus, it is crucial thar a standard be set so that the people of
Hawail will be ensured accurate information from the highly rained and motivared pmfe351ma{s that Genstic
Counselors are. To addition, licensure will hislp to ensure the security of this profession, and move away from its
vulnerability due current lack of billing for our services. [t is vital that Genetic Counselors be available 10 serve the
cugrent end upcoming needs of our popularion

Genetic Counselor lcensure will support the high quality and qualifications of Genetic Counselors, and will ensure
high level quality services to our population, and efficient use of health care dollars,

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of HB 1362, HD1 (HSCR126).
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Allison Taylor Shykowsky, MS, CGC
Certified Genetic Counselor
Honoluly, HI
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