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GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE 534 — SUBMITTING FOR CONSIDERATION AND
CONFIRMATION TO THE NATURAL AREA RESERVES SYSTEM COMMISSION,
GUBERNATORIAL NOMINEE RONALD RAPANOT, FOR A TERM TO EXPIRE
6-30-2013

The Department of Land and Natural Resources (Department) supports Governor’s Message
(GM) 534 to appoint Mr. Ronald Rapanot to the Natural Area Reserves System Commission
(Commission) for a for a term to expire 6-30-2013. Per the requirements of Section 195-6,
Hawaii Revised Statutes, Mr. Rappanot, a resident of Moloka'i, is an active member of the
hunting community, and is being appointed as the hunter representative to represent hunting
interests on the Commission.

The responsibilities of the Commission include advising the Board of Land and Natural
Resource and the Governor on matters that have to do with the protection and enhancement of
native ecosystems in as unmodified a condition as possible, to review, consider and make
recommendations for strengthening the Natural Area Reserves System, as well as to review and
recommend management plans, policies, and permitted uses within the Natural Area Reserves
System.

Mr. Rapanot is a graduate of Moloka'i High School, and is now retired after a 35 year career
with the Electric Company. He is the President of Moloka'i Hunters Association, serves as
Moloka'i Hunters Advisory Council Representative, and is a representative on the Moloka'i
Hunter Working Group. Mr. Rapanot brings a unique perspective to the Commission from the
hunting community of Moloka'i, as well as other hunters across the State. He has worked with
The Nature Conservancy for the Moloka'i Hunting Group to seek a balance between resource
protection and the interests of hunters and finding the ways to integrate such diverse points of
view. Mr. Rapanot will be the first person to serve on the Commission from Moloka'i, and he is
most familiar with the Department’s Pu'u Ali'i and Oloku'i Natural Area Reserves, and The
Nature Conservancy’s Pelekunu and Kamakou Preserves, which are participants in the Natural
Area Partnership Program administered through our Department.



The Department supports G.M. 534 on the appointment of Mr. Ronald Rapanot, to the Natural
Area Reserves System Commission, and looks forward to working with him in the future.
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