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April 17, 2009

Senator Carol Fukunaga, Chair

Senate Committee on Economic Development and Technology
Hawali State Capitol, Room 216

415 South Beretania Street

Honolulu, HI 96813

Dear Senator Fukunaga:

Please excuse the lateness of this response to your letter of February 26, 2009 regarding
GMA422. Tax season is always an extremely and challenging time of the year. Since 2005, | have enjoyed
being a member of the Small Business Regulatory Review Board (SBRRB), and wish to continue to work
on this Board for a second term. | believe my contributions these past four years have made a
difference in providing positive solutions regarding regulations and legislation for Hawaii small
businesses.

The role and responsibilities of the SBRRB include reviewing new, amended and existing
administrative rules governing small businesses. As a small business owner, | can relate to the
important regulatory issues that confront small businesses, and | believe | have the ability to utilize my
experience to ensure that administrative rules are crafted in such a way that small businesses can
function and operate without unnecessary governmental burdens.

An important quality that best describes me is my accounting and tax background. As a certified
public accountant, my understanding of the regulatory obstacles that face small businesses has allowed
me to make prudent decisions that put the Hawalii businesses interest first. For example, this
background has been helpful when in 2006, the Department of Taxation appeared before the SBRRB
with the County Surcharge Tax Source rules, where | was instrumental in assisting the Agency’s vetting
and analysis of the rule’s project.

I do not foresee any possible conflicts of interests that could arise during my service on the
SBRRB. However, should a conflict arise, | would re-cuse myself from deliberating on the subject matter.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide my comments in consideration of my confirmation to
the SBRRB. I welcome the challenges ahead of small businesses and | believe that with my personality,
education, business background, and experience | have the tools to assist the SBRRB to succeed in its
purview.

Sincerely,

Charles Au
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