
e2/ 23/2ee9 08 : 51 

To: 

From: 

Date: 

2617052 SEAGLLL sa-o::LS 

GOOd~Beginnings Alliance 
ElayINiO""'ACoo.i~ 

Senator Suzanne Chun Oakland, Chalf 
Senator Les lhara, Jr., Vice Chair 
SENATE COMMITTEE ON HUMAN SERVICES 

Eli sabeth Chun, Executive Dtrector 
Good Beginnings Alliance 

Tuesday, February 24, 2009, I: 15 p.m. 
Conference Room 016 

Nomination of Charles E, Larson to the tarly Learning Council 

PAGE 02 

Heanng u!1le ' 
Tuesday. 
February 14. 
2009,1:15 p.nl . 
Se(lals: Human 
Ser\'ic~ 

Committee 
RoOm OJ6 

As Executh'e Director of Good Beglnoings Alliance,l strongly support the nomination of 
Charles E. Lal'son, to the Early Learning Council as the represenlatin for the center­
based early childhood programs. 

I have known Mr Larson for over 15 years. I believe him to be well-acquainted with tbe needs 
and resources available for Hawait 's earJy childhood center-based programs. 

During the past six months I have had the pleasure of working with Mr. Larson as he co-chairs 
tbe Finance Subcommittee for the EarJy Learning Council. I believe his experience locanng and 
putting together multiple funding streams to support his early childhood programs in Hawaii is 
invaluable to this Counci l. In addition, his l'out of the box" thinking will ensure that this 
committee will develop thoughtful and innovative financing recommendations to tbe Early 
Learning Council . 

Mr Larson is a dedicated early childhood professional and a very knowledgeabJe authority as to 
how good programs for young children should function. In his current position as Executive 
Director of Seagull Schools, Inc., he has developed programs statewide and ensured these 
programs would be of high quality. He is deeply aware of the problems center directors face 
\\fhen wring teachers, paying adequate wages, and creating high quality environments for 
children. 

In conclusion, Good Beginmngs Alliance is a strong supporter of the new Early Learning 
Council and we beJteve ~1r. Larson 10 be a valuable:: member of that Council. I urge your support 
for Charles E. Larson 's nomlDation. 

For more information contact: Good Beginnings Alliance; phone: 531-5502; 
Ichun@goodbeginnings .org 
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February 9. 2009 

The Honorable Suzanne Chun Oakland. Chair 
and Committee Members 
Comminee on Hllman Services 
State Senate-State of liawaii 
415 S. BerClrlOia St.. ##226 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Dear Senator Chun OakJand and Comminee Members: 
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RE: Consideration and Confirmation to Ihe Act l4 Early Learning 
Council, Gubernatorial Nominee Center-Based Provider: Chuck Lar:'ion 

Chuck Llf!oon, Executive. Director and co-founder of Seagull Schools has been a 
leader 10 the field of earl)' education for many years. He has demonstraled his 
understanding of the needs of young children and their families, establishing and 
operating 5 preschools in Hawaii that operate on Oahu and the Big Island. 

Mr. Larson wa:-; key to the fonnation of the Childcare Business Coalition in 1997 
Our Coalition, a group comprised of primarily multi-site providers wttich operate 
over 50 preschools on 4 islands. works to promote quaJity center-based preschool 
program.\ and to advocate for public policies which suppon that effoJl. 

Chuck h uni<.jue ly suited to represent center-based providers on the Early Learning 
Council dtll:! to his depth of knowledge with regard (Q the componenlS required to 
suppon \ui..cessful public-private partnerships. a basic premise on which the early 
learning .. ystem will be based . Seagull Schools operates a Pre-Plus site in _ in 
pannership wuh DHS and on a DOE site: he operates one of the states largest 
preschoolll in Honolulu it) partnership with the City of Honolulu and he operates a 
center 011 the Big Island in partnership \.,.jth the Mauna Lani Hotel. 

He is kno\\ n as an innovator and a collaborator in the world of early education, 
developing partnerships 10 support both the construction and on·going operations 
of Seagul1'~ facihties. He is an "out of the box" thinker and brings a refreshing 
perspective to the Council jn approaching long-standing issues. C huck serves as 
Co-Chair o f the Funding Sub·Comminee and provides valuable guidance to the 
group as they \\ork (0 develop possible fundi ng options. 

It is my pleasure to support the nomination of Chuck Larson to the Act 14 Early 
Learning Coundl as the Center-Based Provider represemative . 

Sincerely. 

ChristlOd Co'{ 
President 



02/ 23/ 2009 08 : 51 2617052 SEAGlLL SQ-f.D....S PAGE 04 

~~:¢Jseagull Schools 
.Y.a1D ome.: 1300 Ka.tJ ... a Ro.d. !U11 ...... HilwaJl96134 
'r!j ' (60(11 315I-sa'" . fM; (806) 26J -~2 _'W,6Gl!U!lg:hool~.cQlJl 
I::milll: gagull'a1Qh ... sam 

Presentation Before the Senate 
Committee On Human Services 

Chuck Larson 
Early Learning Council 

Chair Chun-Oakland of the Senate Human Services Commiuee. thank you for this opportunity to 
present my background for your cons ideration to my confirmation to The Eady Learning 
Council. 

Since roy earliest days as an undergraduate student I have recognized the importance of early 
education and have dedicated my professional career to supporting irs implementation and 
growth. 

As a male student, my attainment of a B.A. degree in primary grade education set me apart from 
other education majors and the Ma\ters degree I earned in Teaching Exceptional Children further 
prepared me with hands-on teaching skills that would be necessary to work with teachers and 
special needs children. 

As the executive director of Seagull Schools for the past 39 years, I have been deveJoping 
projects that have had significant implications for our state that inc lude the fitst group infant, ~ ~ 
toddler center. the first resource and referral program, a model iO[ergenerationa1 care center .(j,. ,d . :\.f 
design and construction of three partially state funded child care centers. 

My history of involvement in rhe field of early education also includes extensive writing and 
lecturing on specific related topics and participation on boards and committees that detennine 
rules and policy. 

I have served as the President of Hawai 'j Intergenerational Network (BIN) since 1999 and am a 
founder and member of the Childcare Business Coalition which strives to promote coUaboration. 

I sincerely believe that in the ovenl l! continuum of Hawai 'i's education system. that a focus on 
early education is our beSt bet to bring our state out of the doldrums. 

I also suggest that we stop USing the term pres.chool and instead call it "First School" so that 
people will have the proper perspective of irs importance. 

By being familiar with the needs and existing resources for very young children, I can help 
provide the leadership needed to capJtali7.e on opportunities and make important decisions. 
look forward to supporting Our Stale's educational Objectives through my membership on 
The Early Learning Council ~nd a::.k for your support of my nomination. Thank you. 
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February 24, 2009 
1:15 pm 

Conference Room 016 
ILATE 

TESTIMONY TO THE COMMITTEE ON HUMAN SERVICES 

Re: OM 298, Early Learning Council. Gubernatorial Nominee 

Dear Cha ir Chun Oakland and Vice Chair Iham, Jr: 

Thank yo u for thi s opportunity to offer support for the nomination of Charles E. Larson 
as a Gubernatorial Nominee for the Early Learning Council. My name is Robert G. 
Peters and I am the chaif of the Early Learning Council as well as Head of School at 
Hanahau·oli. 

I have know Chuck for over 20 years as he has headed Sea Gull Schools and we have 
worked together a number of times on behalf of early learning in Hawaii. Chuck is 
committed to young children and quality learning. He is also extremely capable when it 
comes to identifying funding sources, both public and private . The Council as it moves 
ahead wi ll increasingly need the types o r sk ills Chuck possesses and will benefit rrom hi s 
knowledge of the early learning community as well as the general landscape of early 
learn ing both federally and locally. 

Chuck is a creative thinker who moves ahead undaunted by challenges and thi s seems the 
type of council member we shall continue to need. I give my support to the nomination 
of Charles E. Larson and hope that you will also. 


