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4 15 South Beretanla Street 

A G E N D A  ------ 
William T Pound, Executive Director of the National CoMemnce of State Legasletures 
(NCSL), will provtcis an upclarte of the: 

r Current fiscal conditions of ail the state; 
Strategies being employed to meet budget shortfalls; end 

w Status of the praposed Amencan Recclvery and Rernvestmsnt Act being 
developed by the Congress and the President of the United States. 

On February 3,2009, NCSL updated its data on state budget gaps for fiscal years 2 
2010. On their wbsite, NCSL noted that: 

"The state fiscaf siftlation is rap~dw determting, as starkly revealed m NCSL's new 
repod on state budget gaps. The figures for N2009 and N 20 10 haw moved from sober,ng 
tt;r distressrng. 

The /atest news on state budgets reveals the severr"@ of fhe current 
situation. For boN, N 2 W  and N 2010, more states are r~3pori:iing budget 
pr&I@ms and the size of the gaps has mcreeas~?d. Even though some 
states hawe taken c~rre~I 'v8 actlans, the curent FY 20QF gap sftl stan& at 
$47.4 biI!a"on. Th,s is on fop of the $40.3 biifi~n shorffall already closed for 
thrs fiscal year Next year's projected gap rs stag~errng as welf. As states 
prepare to craR therr FY 2010 budgets, the imbalance is pegged at $84.3 
biIIionI up from $64.7 biIIion m November 



Conna Eckl, Fiscal Program Director NCSL. 

These fr'gures are absolukfy alamrmg, bofh ln thetr magnitude and m the 
parnful dec~s~ons they present to state lawmakers. The easy budget fixes 
are ! ~ n g  w e ,  only ha& and unpopular aptions remam. 

William T Pound, hecutive Director NGSL. 

"The proposed Amerrcan Recovery and Rernveshnent Act could provide more than 
$300 billion m ad to states. These funds will help tower but will not erase, state budget 
shoMalIs. State lawmkea still face enormous challenges as they take on the 
mandatory task of balanctng therr budgets. 

If you require special asslshnce or auxiliary ards and/or servtces to partlclpate rn the House public hearxng process (i,e.. sign 
of: fureqp language Interpreter or wheelchair accessibifity), piease cantact the Cammlttee Clerk at 586-6200 or email your 
request fiar an Interpreter to Wt~it~e.in~erpreter@Cilptr~~I.hitt~:aii~g~v at feast 24 hours prmr to the hearing for arrangements. 
Prompt requests submrtted help to ensure the availability of qualified sndivlduals and apprttprrate accamdations. 

Seiected mmtings artt broadcast live. Check %he current leg~slatlve broadcast schedule on the "'Cap~tol TV" Web s~te at 
www.ca~rtc~ltt.,i~rg OR calf 5Sf)-X(f74, 
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