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THE SENATE 

THE TWENTY-FIFTH LEGISLATURE 

REGULAR SESSION OF 2009 

 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENT 

Senator Mike Gabbard, Chair 

Senator J. Kalani English, Vice Chair 
 

NOTICE OF HEARING 

 

 

DATE: Tuesday, February 10, 2009 

TIME: 3:45 p.m. 

PLACE: Conference Room 225 

State Capitol 

415 South Beretania Street 

 

A G E N D A 

 

SB 239 

 Testimony 

 Status 

RELATING TO GENETICALLY ENGINEERED PLANTS. 

Requires the department of agriculture to notify the public of the 

location of field tests and the production of genetically engineered 

plants. 

 

ENE, WTL 

SB 709 

 Testimony 

 Status 

RELATING TO AGRICULTURE. 

Places a moratorium on the growth of genetically modified taro plants. 

 

ENE, WTL 

SB 1675 

 Testimony 

 Status 

RELATING TO RENEWABLE ENERGY. 

Removes the capacity limit for net energy metering and increases 

eligible customer-generator capacity to one megawatt.  Permits 
existing net metered customers to remain with net metering program 

once alternative credits or compensation mechanisms are created.  

Allows an eligible customer-generator to generate up to one hundred 

kilowatts before the eligible customer-generator must gain public 

utilities commission approval of safety and performance standards. 

 

ENE, CPN 

SB 461 

 Testimony 

 Status 

RELATING TO RENEWABLE ENERGY. 

Removes the dependency of the price of electrical energy generated 

from nonfossil fuel sources from the price of energy generated from 

fossil fuels. 

 

ENE, CPN 

SB 453 

 Testimony 

 Status 

RELATING TO THE CONSUMER ADVOCATE. 
Requires the consumer advocate to advocate for the increased use of 

renewable energy sources in the provision of public utilities. 

 

ENE, CPN 

SB 464 

 Testimony 

 Status 

RELATING TO TAXATION. 

Amends the renewable energy technologies income tax credit to make 

the credit refundable for certain taxpayers, prohibit special allocations 

of the credit by pass-through entities, and prevents passive activity 

losses from including a depreciation deduction. 

 

ENE, WAM 
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SB 575 

 Testimony 

 Status 

RELATING TO TAXATION. 

Promotes and encourages the use of renewable energy systems by 

allowing the income tax credits from photovoltaic energy systems that 

are purchased, installed, and placed in service in the State during the 

taxable year to be transferred and sold at a discount to another 

taxpayer. 
 

ENE, WAM 

SB 1185 

 Testimony 

 Status 

RELATING TO A TAX CREDIT FOR THE PURCHASE OF 

ELECTRIC VEHICLES. 

Provides tax credit for the purchase of electric vehicles. 

 

ENE, WAM 

SB 457 

 Testimony 

 Status 

RELATING TO CLEAN FUEL. 

Provides a tax incentive for the purchase of passenger vehicles or light 

trucks that operate on clean fuels. 

 

ENE, WAM 

SB 287 

 Testimony 

 Status 

RELATING TO ENERGY. 

Requires maximum use of geothermal energy on the island of Hawaii 

to achieve energy self-sufficiency and reduced reliance on imported 

fossil fuels.  Establishes a pilot program and a tax credit to facilitate 

the development of infrastructure for the deployment of renewable 
energy resources, including geothermal resources. 

 

ENE, WAM 

SB 512 

 Testimony 

 Status 

RELATING TO TAXATION. 

Amends the definition of nameplate capacity for biofuels facilities and 

revises the allowable tax credit to be equal to 40 cents per gallon of 

biofuel produced. 

 

ENE, WAM 

SB 1231 

 Testimony 

 Status 

RELATING TO RENEWABLE ENERGY. 

Makes an appropriation for the relocation and establishment of a pilot 

plant for the conversion of biomass into liquid transportation fuel and 

electricity. 
 

ENE, WAM 

SB 558 

 Testimony 

 Status 

RELATING TO ENERGY RESOURCES. 

Encourages the use of competitively-priced ethanol produced in 

Hawaii from locally grown renewable feedstocks or waste materials, 

when available; specifies that "alternate fuels" shall not include 

imported fuels. 

 

ENE, CPN 

SB 868 

 Testimony 

 Status 

RELATING TO ENERGY RESOURCES. 

To comprehensively address deficiencies in Hawaii's energy resources 

coordination statutes.  Provide policy guidance needed to provide 

adequate detail on the nature and relationship of the energy data 

analyses functions required of the state energy resources coordinator 
and energy program. 

 

ENE, CPN 

 

 

Decision Making to follow, if time permits. 

 

FOR AMENDED HEARING NOTICES:  If the notice is an amended notice, measures that have been deleted are stricken 

through and measures that have been added are underscored.  If there is a measure that is both underscored and stricken 

through, that measure has been deleted from the agenda. 
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Persons wishing to testify should submit testimony in one of the following ways by 4:00 p.m. the day prior to the 

hearing: 

 

 By Email:  Testimony may be emailed if less than 5 pages in length, to the Committee at 

ENETestimony@Capitol.hawaii.gov .  Please indicate the measure, date and time of the hearing. Email sent to 

individual offices or any other Senate office will not be accepted. 
 

 By Web: Testimony may be submitted online if less than 4MB in size, at http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/emailtestimony. 

 

 In person:  1 copy of their testimony to the committee clerk, Room 201, State Capitol. 

 

 By fax:  Testimony may be faxed if less than 5 pages in length, to the Senate Sergeant-At-Arms Office at 586-6659 or 

1-800-586-6659 (toll free for neighbor islands), at least 24 hours prior to the hearing.  When faxing, please indicate to 

which committee the testimony is being submitted and the date and time of the hearing. 

 

Please note:  If you submit your written testimony after 4:30 p.m. the day prior to the hearing, please sign-in at the 

staff table to testify orally.  A copy of your testimony may not be available during the hearing but will be posted online 

for the public after the hearing.   

 

If you require special assistance or auxiliary aids or services to participate in the public hearing process (i.e., sign or foreign 

language interpreter or wheelchair accessibility), please contact the committee clerk 24 hours prior to the hearing so 

arrangements can be made. 

 

Please note:  All testimony received by the Hawaii Senate will be posted on the Hawaii Legislature's Website.  Documents 

made available through the Testimony hyperlink(s) above may not be posted until the start of the hearing. 

 

Public Folder.  A folder labeled “Public Folder” containing the measures and testimonies for the hearing will be available for 

shared use by members of the public. 

 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL THE COMMITTEE CLERK AT 586-6830. 

 

 

 

 

 

________________________________________ 

Senator Mike Gabbard 
Chair 
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