STAND. COM. REP. NO. qus

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB 15 2008
RE: S.B. No. 2584
s.D. 1

Honorable Colleen Hanabusa
President of the Senate
Twenty-Fourth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2008

State of Hawaii

Madam:

Your Committee on Agriculture and Hawalian Affairs, to which
was referred S.B., No. 2584 entitled:

"A BILIL. FOR AN ACT RELATING TO HONEY,”
begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure 1s to support and encourage
further ¢growth and productiviity of Hawaii's agricultural industry
by recognizing honey as an agricultural commodity.

Testimony in support of this measure was submitted by the
Department of Agriculture, the Hawail Farm Bureau Federation, the
Hawai‘i Beekeepers' Association, the Hawai‘i Island Honey Company,
and one private individual.

Hawali's honey bees are a critical part of the agricultural
production chain and responsible for the pollination of many crops
grown in the State. Furthermore, local beekeepers produce one of
the world's highest gquality honeys. Your Committee finds that
recognizing honey as an agricultural commodity will provide the
recognition and support needed to encourage and expand this
industry.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:
(1) Replacing the definition terms for "raw honey" and

"unprocessed honey" with "raw unprocessed honey" for the
purposes of consistency; and
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(2} Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity and style.

Your Committee notes that $.B., No. 2585 also relates to honey
and requires grocers to list the country of origin of all honey
sold, and establishes penalties for grocers who intentionally sell
honey without ensuring that the product is not clearly labeled as
to the country of origin. Your Committee noteg the concerns
raised related to this measure and requests that the Department of
Agriculture and the Department of the Attorney General consult
with each to determine how grocers could appropriately be reguired
to provide consumers with honey labeled with it country of origin.
If the Department of Agriculture and the Department of the
Attorney General are able to offer amendments to the measure, your
Committee recommends to the Committee on Commerce, Consumer
Protection, and Housing that the contents of S.B. No. 2585 and any
amendments be incorporated into this measure.

Your Committee believes that this measure, as amended,
fulfills the intent of this measure, which is to support and
encourage further growth and productivity of Hawaii's agricultural
industry.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Agriculture and Hawaiian Affairs that is attached to
this report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and
purpose of §.B. No. 2584, as amended herein, and recommends that
it pass Second Reading in the form attached hereto as S.B.

No. 2584, 8.D. 1, and be referred to the Committee on Commerce,
Consumer Protection, and Affordable Housing.

Respectfully submitted on
hbehalf of the members of the
Committee on Agriculture and
Hawaiian Affairs,

N

Ul

JILL @a’KUDA, Chair
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The Senate
Twenty-Fourth Legislature
State of Hawaii

Record of Votes
Committee on Agriculture and Hawaiian Affairs
AHW
Bill / Resolution No..* Commitiee Referral: Date:

sposel Attw, opd 2 /I14foy

D The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure.

If so, then the previous decision was to:

The Recommendation is
D Pass, unamended B/Pass, with amendments [_—_] Hold D Recommit
2312 2311 2310 2313

Members Aye (WR) Nay Excused

TOKUDA, Jill N. (C)

'ENGLISH, J. Kalani (VC)

GABBARD, Mlke

HEE, Clayton

KOKUBUN, Russeii S

SLOM, Sam-

, TOTAL (9 O : ()' - @

Recommendation:

E Adopted D Not Adopted
Chair's or Designee’s Signature: qi )
Distribution: Original Y?Ellow V ?;i'ﬂk Goldenrod

File with Committee Heport Clerk's Office Drafting Agency Committas File Copy
*Only one measure per Record of Votes
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