STAND. COM. REP. NO. 3;8

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB 15 2007

RE: 5.B. No. 1101
S.D. 1

Honorable Colleen Hanabusa
President of the Benate
Twenty-Fourth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2007

State of Hawailil

Madam:

Your Committee on Human Services and Public Housing, to which
was referred S.B. No. 1101 entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO CHILDREN, "
begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of thig measure is to establish a task force to
coordinate resources for homeless children, and to establish and
appropriate funds to a special fund.

The Department of Education, Legal Aid Society of Hawaili,
Hawaii Family Forum, the Hawailil Youth Servicesg Network, and two
individuales submitted testimony in support of this measure.

Your Committee finds that children, particularly young
children, are the most vulnerable during, and at times victimized
by, homelessness. While many children develop some resiliency to
thelr situation and are able to overcome the ravages of
homelessness, the deficits of homelessness often lead to poor
health, exposure to vioclence, poor academic performance, and a
lack of positive social interactions. This measure will minimize
the negative impact of homelessness on children by establishing a
task force to coordinate resources to benefit children who are’
homeless.

The Department of Education noted in ite testimony that the
homeless coordinator, as established in this measure, should
participate in the membership of the Hawaii Statewide Interagency
Council on Homelessness. Furthermore, it was recommended by the
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Hawaii Youth Services Network, that at least one representative of
an organization serving runaway and homeless youth serve on the
task force.

It is the Committee's intent to ensure that there is sgome
accountability for the programs that the task force chooses to
endorge. Your Committee has amended this measure by:

{1) Reguiring the task force to inciude an accounting of the
effectiveness of the endorsed programs, as well as any
suggestions for preventing children from becoming
homeless, in its reports to the legislature; and

{2) Making technical, nonsubstantive changes for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Human Services and Public Housing that is attached to
this report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and
purpose of 8.B. No. 1101, as amended herein, and recommends that
it pass Second Reading in the form attached hereto as S.B.

No. 1101, 8.D. 1, and be referred to the Committee on Ways and

Means.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Human Services and
Public Housing,
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SUZANNE CHUN OAKLAND, Chair




The Senate
Twenty-Fourth Legislature
tate of Hawaii

Record of Votes
Committee on Human Services and Public Housing
HSP
Bill / Resolution No.:™ Committee Referral: Date:
<3101 HsP, ko AM 28077

D The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure.

If s0, then the previous decision was to:

The Recommendation is:

Pass, unamended Pass, with amendmenis Hold Recommit
[:l 2312 [zl 2341 [:] 2310 l:l 2313

Members Aye | Aye(WR) Nay Excused
CHUN OAKLAND, Suzanne (C) e

IHARA, Jr., Les (VC)

SAKAMOTQO, Norman

HEMMINGS, Fred

o

TOTAL )z O
Recommendation:
N1 Adopted [] Not Adopted
Chair's or Designee’s Signature: W 7
Distribution: Original Yeliow // Pink
File with Committee Report Clerk's Office Drafting Agency

*Only one measure per Record of Votes

Revised
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