STAND. COM. REP. NO. “ao

Honolulu, Hawaii

MAR 2 1 2007

RE: H.B. 337
H.D.
5.0,

LA I
O

Honorable Colleen Hanabusa
President of the Senate
Twenty-Fourth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2007

State of Hawaii

Madam:

Your Committee on Water, Land, Agriculture, and Hawailian
Affairs, to which was referred H.B. No. 337, H.D. 2, entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO AGRICULTURE,"
begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to promote Hawaill's
diversified agricultural industry and protect its agricultural
lands for long term agricultural activities by authorizing the
Agribusiness Development Corporation to purchage and lease
privately owned agricultural lands in Kunia and Ewa.

Specifically, this measure:

(1) Authorizes the Agribusiness Development Corporation to
issue revenue bonds to purchase privately owned
agricultural lands in Kunia and Ewa;

(2) Appropriates funds to the Agribusiness Development
Corporation for the purchase of agricultural lands in
Kunia and Ewa that are owned by private entities;

{3) Enables the Agribusiness Development Corporation to
contract with banks for lease management services; and

(4) Allows the Agribusiness Development Corporation to lease
the Kunia and Ewa agricultural lands under its control
for up to fifty-five vyears.
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Testimony in support of this measure was submitted by the
College of Tropical Agriculture and Human Resources, Univergity of
Hawaii; the Agribusiness Development Corporation; the Department
of Planning and Permitting, City and County of Honolulu; the
Hawaii Farm Bureau Federation; the Hawali Agriculture Research
Center; and the Hawalil Crop Improvement Assocciation.

Protecting agricultural lands is fundamental to Hawaii's
future agricultural industry and sustainable food supply. Growing
food locally improves Hawailli's food security, and conserves and
protects green, open spaces. The agricultural lands in Kunia and
Ewa are some of the best and most productive agricultural lands in
the State, but it is also located in an area that has a great
demand for residential and urban development.

Your Committee finds that enabling the Agribusiness
Development Corporation to purchase agricultural lands in Kunia
and Ewa, and then leage those lands for up to fifty-~five vears
will ensure that these lands will remain for agricultural
production. Your Committee believes that the purchase of
strategic parcels of agricultural lands, such as the parcels in
Kunia and Ewa, will ensure that these lands will remain in
agriculture in perpetuity.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Adopting the suggestion made by the Hawaii Agriculture
Research Center by adding the agricultural area north of
Wahiawa and Schofield to the scope of this measure;

(2) Changing the effective date of this measure from July 1,
2020, to July 1, 2007; and

{3) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes cof style and consistency.

Your Committee believeg that this measure, as amended,
fulfills the intent of this measure, which is to engure that the
agricultural lands in Central Oahu will remain for agricultural
activities, and promote a viable and diversified agricultural
industry in Hawaii,

Ag affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Water, Land, Agriculture, and Hawailian Affairs that
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ig attached to this report, your Committee ig in accord with the
intent and purpose of H.B. No. 337, H.D. 2, as amended herein, and
recommends that it pass Second Reading in the form attached hereto
as H.B, No. 337, H.L. 2, 8.D. 1, and be referred to the Committee

on Wavs and Means.

Respectfully submitted on
pehalf of the members of the
Committee on Water, Land,
Agriculture, and Hawailan
Affairs,

RUSSELL S. KOKUBUN, Chair

2007-2333 SSCR SMA . doc




" The Senate
Twenty-Fourth Legislature
State of Hawaii

Record of Votes
Committee on Water, Land, Agriculture and Hawaiian Affairs
WAH
Bill / Resolution No.»* Committee Referral: Date:

HE 331 HD2 | whd waw | os) /97

D The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure.

if 50, then the previous decision was to:

The Recommendation is:
D Pass, unamendsd w Pass, with amendments [:I Hold D Recommit

2312 2311 2310 2313
_ Members Aye Aye (WR} Nay Excused
KOKUBUN, Russell S. (C) ~ |
TORUDA Jil N(VO) <
FUKUNAGA, Carol ~L
e T 7 | : ><
SLOM, Sam < ’

S ; . - g:_ —

Recommendation: ; T
wdomw [] Not Adopted

Chair's or Designee’s Signature:

Distribution: Original U Yellow Pink
File with Committee Report Clerk's Office Drafling Agency

*Only one measure per Record of Votes
Revised: 12/18/06



