STAND. coM. REP. NO.|2.E58 -08
Honolulu, Hawaii

/1*/VL' w , 2008

RE: S.B. No. 2524
S.D. 2
H.D. 1

Honorable Calvin K.Y. Say
Speaker, House of Representatives
Twenty-Fourth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2008

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Public Safety & Military Affairs, to which
was referred S.B. No. 2524, S.D. 2, entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO PRISONS,"
begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this bill is to ensure proper mental health
treatment to Hawaii's prisoner population suffering from mental
illness, including schizophrenia, bipolar disorder, and major
depression by requiring the Department of Public Safety (DPS) to
conduct a study of the feasibility of creating separate forensic
treatment facilities for mentally ill prisoners in all community
correctional centers or, in the alternative, a separate,
centralized forensic treatment facility.

The Hawaii Government Employees Association, Community
Alliance on Prisons, and a concerned individual supported this
bill. DPS opposed this measure.

Your Committee has amended this bill by:

(1) Deleting provisions dealing with creating a forensic
facility to treat mentally ill prisoners;

(2) Focusing on ensuring medical treatment within existing
correctional facilities and changing disciplinary
strategies for mentally ill prisoners;
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(3) 1Inserting an appropriation of $5,000 to implement a
feasibility study; and

(4) Making technical, nonsubstantive changes for clarity,
consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Public Safety & Military Affairs that is attached to
this report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and
purpose of S.B. No. 2524, S$.D. 2, as amended herein, and
recommends that it pass Second Reading in the form attached hereto
as S.B. No. 2524, S.D. 2, H.D. 1, and be referred to the Committee

on Finance.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Public Safety &
Military Affairs,

(14, Bree

CINDY EVAIWL, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives \,K
The Twenty-fourth Legislature ql 'W g /m

Record of Votes of the Committee on Public Safety & Military Affairs

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:
SB 2524 PSM, FIN 03-13-08

0 The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.
PanN

The recommendation is to: U Pass, unamended (as is) s ’Pass, with amendments (HD) 4 Hold
U Pass short form bill with H

ecommit for future public hearing (recommit)

PSM Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused
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The recommendation is: @Adopted 0O Not Adopted
int referrdl, () did not support recommendation.
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Vice Chair’'s or designee's signature: M ej (I\\k —
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