STAND. COM. REP. NO. 532_ -08

Honolulu, Hawaii

ﬁ 97,{ 2008

RE: H.B. No. 2558
H.D. 2

Honorable Calvin K.Y. Say
Speaker, House of Representatives
Twenty-Fourth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2008

State of Hawaii

S1¥s

Your Committee on Judiciary, to which was referred H.B. No.
2558, H.D. 1, entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO CHILD PROTECTION,"
begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this bill is to ensure the safety and well-
being of our children in the home by:

(1) Authorizing the Department of Human Services (DHS) to
conduct unannounced visits to a parental home in which a
child lives if a member of the household has been
convicted or adjudicated of certain offenses of child
abuse or neglect; and

(2) Establishing and appropriating funds for the Well Child
Follow-Up Visit Pilot Project to allow DHS to visit with
families who have been investigated by Child Welfare-
Services.

A concerned individual testified in support of this bill.
DHS and the Department of the Attorney General (AG) offered
comments.

As recommended by the AG, your Committee has amended this
bill by adding a purpose section to clarify the statutory
provisions provided for in the bill.
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Your Committee has further amended this bill by:

(1)

Specifying that the conviction or adjudication of the
offenses of the household member must have been within
the past five years for the home to qualify for
unannounced visits by DHS;

Clarifying that prior convictions are not limited to
abuse of the same child, but any child;

Specifying that unannounced home visits may be made
after a court terminates jurisdiction upon the court's
finding that the child's family is willing and able to
provide the child with a safe family home without the
assistance of a service plan (sections 587-71(b) or 587-
72 (b) (1), Hawaii Revised Statutes);

Clarifying that the purpose of the unannounced visits is
to confirm a safe living condition and the absence of
the potential for child abuse or neglect;

Requiring DHS to maintain the least intrusive means in
all aspects of the home visits to maximize individual
privacy in the conduct of home visits;

Requiring DHS to restrict the use of information
obtained through the home visits by DHS;

Changing the effective date to July 1, 2059, to
encourage further discussion; and

Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for clarity,
consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your

Committee on Judiciary that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No.
H.D.
referred to the Committee on Finance in the form attached hereto
as H.B. No. 2558, H.D. 2.

1, as amended herein, and recommends that it be
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Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Judiciary,

TOMMY WAR@RS, Chair
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State of Hawaii

House of Representatives }‘\'SQK 532- Dx

The Twenty-fourth Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Judiciary

Bill/Resolution No.:
HB2558,HD1 (HSCR243-08)

Committee Referral: Date:

HSH,JUD,FIN Z/IL/@(

1 The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to:

QA Pass, unamended (as is) %ass, with amendments (HD) L QO Hold

() Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

JUD Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused
1. WATERS, Tommy (C) /
2. OSHIRO, Blake K. (VC) v
3. EVANS, Cindy o
4. GREEN, Josh, M.D. /.
5. ITO,Ken -
6. LUKE, Sylvia P
7. MCcKELVEY, Angus LK. -
8. MORITA, Hermina M. 7~
9. SONSON, Alex M. . —
10. SOUKI, Joseph M. .
11. TSUJI, Clift -
12. YAMANE, Ryan L i
13. YAMASHITA, Kyle T. e
14. MARUMOTO, Barbara C. //
15. PINE, Kymberly Marcos /

16. THIELEN, Cynthia

TOTAL (16)

1Y Z

The recommendation is: D/Adopted

If joint referral,

O Not Adopted
did not support recommendation.

committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair's or designee's signature:

/ z‘?‘/b})f '\f\v/‘i‘;’}/—“d

Distribution:

Original (White) — Committee

Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk's Office




