STAND. COM. REP. NO. 6;2—08

Honolulu, Hawaili

&(7’)’, 2008

RE: H.B. No. 2435
H.D. 2

Honorable Calvin K.Y. Say
Speaker, House of Representatives
Twenty-Fourth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2008

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Human Services & Housing, to which was
referred H.B. No. 2435, H.D. 1, entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION,"
begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this bill is to include special needs
preschoolers in general education preschool programs by:

(1) Requiring the Quality Early Education Plan to include
opportunities for special needs preschoolers who are
between three to five years old to interact with their
non-disabled peers;

(2) Requiring the Department of Education (DOE) and the
Department of Human Services (DHS) to consider certain
specified options in their efforts to include special
needs preschoolers in general education preschool
programs;

(3) Appropriating an unspecified amount of funds to increase
opportunities for interaction between special needs
preschoolers and their non-disabled peers; and

(4) Appropriating an unspecified amount of funds to provide
services to general education students in a special
education classroom.
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The Hawaii State Teachers Association and a concerned
individual testified in support of this bill. DOE and the State
Council on Developmental Disabilities supported the intent of this

measure.
Your

(1)

(3)

DHS supported the concept of this bill.
Committee has amended this bill by:

Conforming DOE's quality early education statute to this
measure by specifying that it apply to children ages
three to six;

Specifying DOE as the lead agency, in collaboration with
DHS, in assessing the integration of special needs
preschoolers into general education programs; and

Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for clarity,
consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your

Committee

on Human Services & Housing that is attached to this

report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of

H.B. No.

2435, H.D. 1, as amended herein, and recommends that it

be referred to the Committee on Finance in the form attached

hereto as

H.B. No. 2435, H.D. 2.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Human Services &
Housing,

That

MAILE SHIMABUKURO, Chair
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State of Hawaii m bga g Dg

House of Representatives
The Twenty-fourth Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Human Services & Housing

Bill/Resolution No.: Commiittee Referral: Date:
HB 2435 D) | EpN, HSH, FIN February W, 2009

U The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: ) Pass, unamended (as is) ﬁ Pass, with amendments (HD) 1 Hold
{3 Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

HSH Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. SHIMABUKURO, Maile S. L. (C)

4. BELATTI, Della Au_ -!-———
5. BERTRAM, Joe, I E-_-—

-I---—
-z-———
‘-———
-z-———

"10. WARD, Gene, PhD.

TOTAL (10) \ D O O O

The recommendation is: ﬂ Adopted Q Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

]
Vice Chair's or designee's signature: ) A\// % J /(
4 o gy S

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk's Office




