STAND. COM. REP. NO. 70& -08

Honolulu, Hawaii

F&"' zg, 2008

RE: H.B. No. 1968
H.D. 1

Honorable Calvin K.Y. Say
Speaker, House of Representatives
Twenty-Fourth State Legislature
Reqgular Session of 2008

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Judiciary, to which was referred H.B. No.
1968 entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO PUBLIC MEETINGS,"
begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this bill is to allow board members, including
members of State or county agencies, boards, commissions,
authorities, and committees, more flexibility to conduct business,
while safeguarding the public's interest in participating in the
formation and conduct of public policy, by making amendments to
statutory provisions on permitted interactions of board members
and quorum requirements.

The Hawaii Civil Rights Commission testified in support of
this bill. Office of Information Practices (OIP) supported this
measure and provided comments. The Society of Professional
Journalists Hawaii Chapter opposed this bill. The Board of
Education and the Chamber of Commerce of Hawaii provided comments.

Your Committee agrees that Chapter 92, Hawaiili Revised
Statutes (HRS), relating to public agency meetings, also known as
the "Sunshine Law," could be modified to allow greater flexibility
for public agency meetings without undermining its fundamental
purpose of encouraging public participation in the formation of
public policy. Your Committee notes that OIP expressed, in
written and oral testimony, its general support for this measure.
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Your Committee has amended this measure by taking into account
suggestions made by OIP, including:

(1) Allowing private administrative discussions on officer
selection and committee assignments not only by less
than the number of members constituting a quorum, but
also by a quorum or majority of the members;

(2) Requiring board members who intend to discuss their
individual positions relating to official board business
at a meeting of another board or a public hearing of the
legislature to announce in advance their intention to
attend and participate in the meeting or hearing when
reasonably practicable, and report their attendance and
matters discussed at the meeting or hearing at the next
duly noticed meeting of the board on which they sit;

(3) Requiring board members who attend presentations that
involve matters relating to official board business to
report their attendance and matters presented and
discussed at the presentation at the next duly noticed
meeting of the board on which they sit; and

(4) Clarifying that informational presentations to a board
without a quorum must be noticed on an agenda pursuant
to section 92-7, HRS.

Your Committee has also amended this bill by:

(1) Changing the effective date to January 1, 2112, to
encourage further discussion; and

(2) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for style,
clarity, and consistency.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Judiciary that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No.
1968, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Second
Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 1968, H.D. 1, and
be placed on the calendar for Third Reading.
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Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Judiciary,

Ao N

TOMMY WATERS Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives "’u 10" W
The Twenty-fourth Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Judiciary

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

HB1968 JUD 2-2-0%

(J The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: U Pass, unamended (as is) @ Pass, with amendments (HD) l 1 Hold
QO Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

JUD Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

WATERS, Tommy (C) ; Ve
OSHIRO, Blake K. (VC) 7
EVANS, Cindy - A
GREEN, Josh, M.D.
ITO, Ken -
LUKE, Sylvia
MCcKELVEY, Angus L.K.
MORITA, Hermina M.
SONSON, Alex M.

. SOUKI, Joseph M.

. TSUJL, Clift .

. YAMANE, Ryan L.

. YAMASHITA, Kyle T.

. MARUMOTO, Barbara C.

. PINE, Kymberly Marcos

. THIELEN, Cynthia
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TOTAL (16) q O O 7

The recommendation is: Q/Adopted O Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair's or designee's signature: /I/&""{\(\W

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk's Office




