STAND. COM. REP. NO. Zg

Honolulu, Hawaii

”~ 2007
Fely 2
RE:

H.B. No. 100

Honorable Calvin K.Y. Say
Speaker, House of Representatives
Twenty-Fourth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2007

State of Hawaiil

Sir:

Your Committee on Human Services & Housing, to which was
referred H.B. No. 100 entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO HUMAN SERVICES, "
begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this bill is to provide an incentive for
families to accumulate wealth and move off of medical assistance
programs by requiring the Department of Human Services (DHS) to
disregard the assets of households with minor dependents when
determining eligibility for medical assistance.

3Point, Hawaiil Alliance for Community Based Economic
Development, National Association of Social Workers, Hawaii, and a
concerned individual supported this bill. DHS offered comments.

Your Committee notes that asset tests represent a financial
disincentive for families to accumulate savings, savings which are
essential for families to break the cycle of intergenerational
poverty and dependence. Your Committee's intent in passing this
measure 1s not to increase the asset limits, but to remove them.
Removing the asset test will provide an incentive for families
currently receiving medical assistance to accumulate sufficient
assets and wealth to move themselves off of such medical
assistance programs on their own. Removing the asset test may
even result in long-term net savings to the State, as the
administrative costs in implementing the asset tests are
eliminated and more families move off of medical assistance.
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Your Committee also recognizes that additional information
and data from DHS will prove useful in assessing the impact of
this measure. Therefore, your Committee requests that DHS provide
estimated costs/savings of this measure, alternative asset test
ceiling amounts, and data from other states.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Human Services & Housing that is attached to this
report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of
H.B. No. 100 and recommends that it pass Second Reading and be
referred to the Committee on Finance.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Human Services &
Housing,

MAILE SHIMABUKURO, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives
The Twenty-fourth Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Human Services & Housing

Bill/Resolption No.: Date: ) A
HB 100 if29 /0%
Committee Referral: O The committee is reconsidering its
HS H ; Fi N previous decision on the measure.
The recommendation is to: D Pass, unamended Q  Pass, with amendments
O Hold O Pass, with amendments, for recommittal for further
consideration
HSH Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused
1. SHIMABUKURO, Maile S. L. (C) ‘)(
2. RHOADS, Karl (VC) X
3. BELATTI, Della Au X
4. BERTRAM, Joe, III X
5. CABANILLA, Rida T.R. X
6. GREEN, Josh, M.D. X
7. MIZUNO, John X
8. TAKAIL K. Mark X
9. TOKIOKA, James Kunane X
10. AWANA, Karen Leinani X
11. WARD, Gene, Ph.D. X
TOTAL W\
The recommendation is: Mdopted
O Not Adopted
If joint referral, did not support recommendation.

} W committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Clerk's Office




