OFFICE OF HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS
Legislative Testimony
SB6 RELATING TO OPIHI
House Committee on Water, Land, Ocean Resources & Hawaiian
Affairs

March 17, 2008 9:00 a.m. Room
312

The Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA) SUPPORTS S.B. 6, which
would prohibit the sale of all Hawaiian species of edible
yopihi subject to an exemption for certain yopihi shells
used to make jewelry.

OHA agrees with the finding that the number of Hawaiyi’s
edible yopihi has declined dramatically. OHA appreciates
that the legislature has taken such a responsible stance
toward protecting some of HawaiVi’s special natural and
cultural resources from continued over-harvesting, while
still providing access for subsistence users.

The State has a Constitutional responsibility to “conserve
and protect Hawaii’s natural beauty and all natural
resources, including land, water, air, minerals and energy
sources . . . . All public natural resources are held in
trust by the State for the benefit of the people.”
(Hawaiyi State Consgtitution, Art. XI, Section 1).

The State also has a Constitutional responsibility to
“protect all rights, customarily and traditionally
exercised for subsistence, cultural and religious purposes”
possessed by Hawaiians. (Hawai‘'i State Constitution, Art.
XII, Section 2). This constitutional mandate has been
reaffirmed by the Supreme Court of the State of Hawaiyi in
a series of landmark decisions which provide clarifications
and outline a framework to effectuate this affirmative duty
to protect these important Hawaiian rights.

This bill appropriately balances the needs of the people
and of the sea, while such a balance can still be struck.

OHA urges the Committee to PASS S.B. 6. Thank you for the
opportunity to provide testimony.
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To: Committee on Water, Land, Ocean Resources, and Hawaiian Affairs 586-8494
From: Jasmine Tanicke, General Manager

Pate:  March 12, 2008

Re: Opihi Bill Measure # SB6

On behalf of Tanioka's Seafoods and Catering, | would like to request that you reconsider SB6
regarding the sale of opihi. We are a retail store in Waipahu and opihi is one of the products we sell an

aregular basis.

Thank you very much for your consideration. We truly appreciate your time and efforts.
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This Testimony is in response to SB-6
No Opihi - Again!

Senator Clayton Hee has once again introduced a bill that prohibits the sale of edible
Opihi. The Bill SB6 reads:

“The purpose of this measure is to prohibit the sale or offering for sale of all Hawaiian
species of edible ‘opihi, except when the ‘opihi shell is at least one and one-fourth inches
in diameter and is used to make a curio or jewelry”

The part of the Bill that doesn’t make sense is that it states: ”” except when the ‘opihi shell
is at least one and one-fourth inches in diameter and is used to make a curio or jewelry”
If conservation of the species is at stake, how do you remove the Opihi shell to make a
curio or jewelry and not kill the Opihi?

SB6 was passed by Russell Kokubun, Jill Tokuda, and Clayton Hee. Sam Slom was the
only one to oppose the bill.

Of course at first glance, part of this bill makes sense. You cannot find opihi in Waikiki,
Ala Moana, or along any of our shoreline beaches, So one might think, its on the verge of
extinction. A little research will tell you that opihi thrive where the waves are pounding
against the rocks, this area is called the “spray zone”, opihi also like to be up to 10 feet
underwater. Now, how many of us are willing to go out in the pounding surf and dive
down 10 feet to scrape opihi off the rock? Not Me!

The real ‘opihi pickers go off island to their secret spots to pick the ‘opihi that is brought
tc market. These guys bring in 1000’s of pounds during the year, the problems they face
every day are rough surf and weather conditions. Another problem facing the industry is
lack of pickers. Opihi pickers are a dying breed.

Here are a few paragraphs from Marine science writer Susan Scott, who has been writing
a weekly column, "Ocean Watch," for the Honolulu Star-Bulletin since 1987.

“Opihi can be found in abundance at La Perouse Pinnacles in French Frigate Shoals.”
“Opihi are capable of spawning throughout the year, but most often release eggs and
sperm into the water from November to June, when seawater is the coolest. After a few
days in the ocean, the baby Opihi find and stick to a home rock. Then snails spend their
entire lives, about a year, grazing that particular area.”

“Compared with the growth rates of limpets in other parts of the world, opihi grow
extremely rapidly. The snails reach sexual maturity when the shell diameter is just under
an inch, usually after a few months.”

(SusanScott.net Ocean Watch Monday July 15, 1996)

An outright ban is unnecessary! What has proven to work is conservation.

Instead of an outright ban, we should have pockets of “no picking” areas. This would
allow the sedentary opihi to send their eggs out to populate other areas of the island.



-

We may even need to “seed” these no picking areas. Next time a Marine Biologist team
goes out to the La Perouse Pinnacles in French Frigate Shoals, have then gather a few
hundred pounds and distribute them among the “no picking” zones.

Instead of an outright ban, we should make opihi picking a seasonal activity. “Opihi
picking season closed November thru February ” Spawning occurs mainly in December
and January for Opihi Makaiauli and Opihi Alinilina (Hawaii’s Comprehensive Wildlife
Strategy - www.hawaii.gov/dlnr/dar/pubs/sawcs/mi_limpets.pdf)

Thank you for the opportunity to express my opinion.

Brian K. Yamamoto
President

Yama’s Fish Market, Inc.
2332 Young Street
Honolulu, Hawaii

96826
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[ don’t know how to pick Opihi!
Please keep it legal for sale!
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[ don’t know how to pick Opihi!
Please keep it legal for sale!

Name Phone number - Date
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I don’t know how to pick Opihi!
Please keep it legal for sale!

Phone number Date
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I don’t know how to pick Opihi!
Please keep it legal for sale!

Name Phone number Date
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I don’t know how to pick Opihi!
Please keep it legal for sale!

Name Phone number Date
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OPIHI?

Governor Lingle has before her the
bill that would outlaw the sale of
locally picked Opihi.

The bill allows picking for
individual consumption only. I don’t
know where or how to pick Opihi,
that means I will not have access to
any local Opihi.

Please sign this petition asking
Governor Lingle to Veto the bill.

[ will fax this to Governor Lingle’s
office care of Linda Smith on Sunday
June 25™ 2006

Thank You

Brian Yamamoto
Yama’s Fish Market



Attention
[.inda Smith

SB2006

Fax 586-0006
Page 1 of 45
Thank You,

Brian Yamamoto
Yama’s Fish Market
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Governor Lingle please veto bill
number SB2006 prohibiting the sale

of locally picked Opihi.

Name Phone number Date
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Governor Lingle please veto bill
number SB2006 prohibiting the sale

of locally picked Opihi.

Name Phone number Date
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Governor Lingle please veto bill
number SB2006 prohibiting the sale

of locally picked Opihi.

Name Phone number Date
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Governor Lingle please veto bill
number SB2006 prohibiting the sale
of locally picked Opihi.

Name Phone number Date
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Governor Lingle please veto bill
number SB2006 prohibiting the sale

of locally picked Opihi.
Name Phone number Date
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Governor Lingle please veto bill
number SB2006 prohibiting the sale

of locally picked Opihi.

Name Phone number Date
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Governor Lingle please veto bill
number SB2006 prohibiting the sale

of locally picked Opihi.

Name Phone number Date
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Governor Lingle please veto bill
number SB2006 prohibiting the sale

of locally picked Opihi.

Name Phone number Date
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Governor Lingle please veto bill
number SB2006 prohibiting the sale

of locally picked Opihi.

Name Phone number Date
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Governor Lingle please veto bill
number SB2006 prohibiting the sale
of locally picked Opihi.

Name Phone number Date
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Governor Lingle please veto bill
number SB2006 prohibiting the sale

of locally picked Opihi.

Name Phone number Date
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Governor Lingle please veto bill
number SB2006 prohibiting the sale
of locally picked Opihi.

Name Phone number Date
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Governor Lingle please veto bill
number SB2006 prohibiting the sale
of locally picked Opihi.

Name Phone number Date
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Governor Lingle please veto bill
number SB2006 prohibiting the sale
of locally picked Opihi.

Name Phone number Date
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Governor Lingle please veto bill
number SB2006 prohibiting the sale

of locally picked Opihi.

Name Phone number Date
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Governor Lingle please veto bill
number SB2006 prohibiting the sale
of locally picked Opihi.

Name Phone number Date
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Governor Lingle please veto bill
number SB2006 prohibiting the sale
of locally picked Opihi.

Name Phone number Date
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Boyd H Kaneshiro

Dba Boyd's Fish Market

87-1784 Farrington Hwy B4
Nanakuli, HI 96792 Ph. 668-8670

March 12, 2008

Committee On Water,Land,Ocean Resources and Hawaiian Affairs
Date: Monday, March 17

Time: 9:00 am

Place: Conference Rm. 312

Representative Ken Ito, chair

Re: Senate Bill 6 Prohibiting the Selling of Opihi
Dear Mr. lto and Committee Members:

Being located on theWaianae coast,the vast majority of our customers are of Hawaiian ancestry and
we try to provide an array of foods that are unique to the Hawaiian culture. The opihi is one of these.
Senate Bill 6, prohibiting the sale of opihi , will deny most of these people from enjoying this island
delicacy. As one person stated,”how many guys you know pick opihi”. It is just too dangerous and
demanding a task to pick opihi for yourself.

During the course of gathering signatures for the petition, many thoughts and opinions were discussed
about this bill. Will a ban on sales have that much of an impact on the harvesting of opihi? How
effective will the policing of this ban be? Clearly the general consensus has been an opposition to this
bill. Everyone agrees that as with many of our dwindling resources today, some form of conservation
measure should be implemented to protect and perpetuate the opihi, but an outright ban is not the
answer.

We strongly urge you and your committee to carefully consider all options and alternatives to avoid an
outright ban on the sale of opihi.

mué) |

Boyd H Kan
Owner/Manager



WE WANT TO EAT HAWAIIAN OPIHI! WE OPPOSE SENATE BILL NO. 6
WHICH PROPOSES TO BAN THE SALE OF LOCALLY PICKED OPIHI.
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WE WANT TO EAT HAWAILIAN OPIHI! WE OPPOSE SENATE BILL NO. 8
WHICH PROPOSES TO BAN THE SALE OF LOCALLY PICKED OPIHI.
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WE WANT TO EAT HAWAIIAN OPIHI! WE OPPOSE SENATE BILL NO. 6
WHICH PROFOSES TO BAN THE SALE OF LOCALLY PICKED OPIHI.
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WE WANT TO EAT HAWAIIAN OPIHI! WE OPPOSE SENATE BILL NO. 8
WHICH PROFPOSES TO BAN THE SALE OF LOCALLY PICKED OPIHLI.
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WE WANT TO EAT HAWAIIAN OPIHI! WE OPPOSE SENATE BILL NO. 6
WHICH PROPOSES TO BAN THE SALE OF LOCALLY PICKED OPIHI.
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WE WANT TO EAT HAWAIIAN OPIHI! WE OPPOSE SENATE BILL NO. 6
WHICH PROPOSES TO BAN THE SALE OF LOCALLY PICKED OPIHI.
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WE WANT TO EAT HAWAIIAN OPIHI! WE OPPOSE SENATE BILL NO. 6
WHICH PROPOSES TO BAN THE SALE OF LOCALLY PICKED OPIHL.
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WE WANT TO EAT HAWAIIAN OPIHII WE OPPOSE SENATE BILL NO. 6
WHICH PROPOSES TO BAN THE SALE OF LOCALLY PICKED OPIHL.
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WE WANT TO EAT HAWAIIAN OPIHII WE OPPOSE SINAT- BILL NO. &
WHICH PROPFOSES TO BAN THE SALE OF LOCALLY PICKED OPIHI.
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WE WANT TO EAT HAWALIAN OPIHI] WE OPPOSE OINAT- BILL NO. 8
WHICH PROPOSES TO BAN THE SALE OF LOCALLY PICKED OPIHI.
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WE WANT TO EAT NAWAIIAN OPIHII WE OPPOSE SENATE BILL NO. 6
WHICH PROPOSES TO BAN THE SALE OF LOCALLY PICKED OPIHI.
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WE WANT TO EAT HAWALIAN OPIHI! WE OPPOSE SINAT- BILL NO. &
WHICH PROPOSES TO BAN THE SALE OF LOCALLY PICKED OP!IHI.
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WE WANT TO EAT HAWALIAN OPIHI! WE OPPOSE SENATE BILL NO. 6
WHICH PROPOSES TO BAN THE SALE OF LOCALLY PICKED OPIHI.
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WE WANT TO EAT HAWAIIAN OPIHI! WE OPPOSE SENATE BILL NO. 6
WHICH PROPOSES TO BAN THE SALE OF LOCALLY PICKED OPIHLI.
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WE WANT TO EAT HAWAIIAN OPIHI! WE OPPOSE SENATE BILL NO. 6
WHICH PROPOSES TO BAN THE SALE OF LOCALLY PICKED OPIHI:.
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WE WANT TO EAT HAWAIIAN OPIHI! WE OPPOSE SENATE BILL NO. 6
WHICH PROPOSES TO BAN THE SALE OF LOCALLY PICKED OPIHI.

52007 |
%*@ o1

kQO 01\ cwﬂzmﬂﬂf 7/J¢7M&w173$
32001 _jpmes leo@oa | foray policpre. oA <HSS
32007 ﬁe&i Ve /éwu,ow/(t Jf/&l/\%” M/ﬁud/& 20w -~ ]2
2t 6 Wi e 1IN M Willo~e® L0, 2 99255

DH Dhanmn Gl L V- 732‘0
Pail7  AHartAENE (TS (48 65T
F2lfe7  Luome Ao (oo Bl Tk 0¥ A5
f?/%' /”’7 - ;{ﬁ?l/f’m,i—r ,[,;//myq)? 7 //(2 ) 2z 2934
3/22 /01 /th /&w(,gla‘&w Zzﬂ / A . —

s o _BMin Mwager & A (583067

222 ,/ﬂ Marbeye (78 TNunle, @A& 228.%9 24
@"9_3——@’] izﬂ”')b Tou\ — 68X -322 8
i Dmmwtf(g/u?m ZZ i;i E [1 me- L7)-9905
2P0 _Lew ool Wil Lyiglehy Mﬂ 072-¢00%

‘ h _b6f 994
JI~— 320~G,7Y

32447 EVnag) Adngrl




WE WANT TO EAT HAWAIIAN OPIHI! WE OPPOSE SENATE BILL NO. 6
WHICH PROPOSES TO BAN THE SALE OF LOCALLY PICKED OPIHI.
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WE WANT TO EAT HAWAIIAN OPIHII WE OPPOSE SENATE BILL NO. 6
WHICH PROPOSES TO BAN THE SALE OF LOCALLY PICKED OPIHI.
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WE WANT TO EAT HAWAILIAN OPIHI! WE OPPOSE SENATE BILL NO. 6
WHICH PROPOSES TO BAN THE SALE OF LOCALLY PICKED OPIHI.
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WE WANT TO EAT HAWAIIAN OPIHI! WE OPPOSE SENATE BILL NO. 6
WHICH PROPOSES TO BAN THE SALE OF LOCALLY PICKED OPIHI.
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WE WANT TO EAT HAWAIIAN OPIHI! WE OPPOSE SENATE BILL NO. 6
WHICH PROPOSES TO BAN THE SALE OF LOCALLY PICKED OPIHI.
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WE WANT TO EAT HAWAIIAN OPIHI! WE OPPOSE SENATE BILL NO. 6
WHICH PROPOSES TO BAN THE SALE OF LOCALLY PICKED OPIHI.
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87-1784 Farrington Hwy. B4
Nanakuli, HI 56792

Dear Governor Lingle, Ph: 668-8670
We want to eat Hawaiian opihi. Fiease vsto Senats Bilt 2006,

EddNaive ; Slopatwe » Phong
AR AV %/LM» ( ;2 (207 $52.-519]
Cyrthio L Lullen ___45[% ﬁ _ 462 o424
dl@mflce, Ck.i re.. . &gﬂv\,d é‘l‘lé/?é’

/)Db’TudL %Lf’fcueu ?U?‘ Y ) Q%MQ b(2-2238

jDKt//G/ iy b€ o somd) Fad Ldsane

Koupnp Fapun) Q@Ji s — 247 -HZH
Sbel’c\;l Masha/l-Keila /gﬁmq 4//‘/4&9;!):@//7"75&76? Wby .- BT
Maile @rac(xw MS} VMLQ/—\ £~ 5 3

ﬁin“f% Mo Lo / - % K .
/ e Logpre 7.4 (E Lopzs S 2 SEs
Mm%m - LRSS
Soxod R s ,_;awwk%clm LU -YE YT
Tswe Msol Tie _SYof
File K. Keehpfnou .. . R230-73&6(
Erre com Sareur (72 €90
Army T Siwtorrgy | 670 Gyps
[0FF T HKnsth S—
| plaw o 1 p(Lt
Ww%\\ \Loode NG - 1405/
é\»w\w L Vo 130-go2Y
omes (Lalis 22 /- 9y >

flensy Malanay, J/ZW/W%MM 105>
(Wﬁgﬁé‘\ QN\'\AQ&R t@/v/ wﬂMﬂQ«fe LY - 22

el ¥, Picos J@wm%// (hh=2/%2
M by Gl i kg Ll G2y




Dear Governor Lingle,
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WE WANT TO EAT HAWAIIAN OPIHI! WE OPPOSE SENATE BILL NO. 6
WHICH PROPOSES TO BAN THE SALE OF LOCALLY PICKED OPIHI.
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WE WANT TO EAT HAWAIIAN OPIHI! WE OPPOSE SENATE BILL NO. 6
WHICH PROPOSES TO BAN THE SALE OF LOCALLY PICKED OPIHI.
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WE WANT TO EAT HAWAIIAN OPIHI! WE OPPOSE SENATE BILL NO. 6
WHICH PROFOSES TO BAN THE SALE OF LOCALLY PICKED OPIHI.
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MARKET, INC.

HOME OF THE FINEST SEAFOODS

802 NORTH KING STREET (AT PALAMA 8T.)
HomoLULU., HAwAil DE817

TELEPHONE (B808) 841-8047

Representative Ken Ito, Chair
Representative Jon Riki Karamatsu, Vice Chair
Committee on Water, Land, Ocean Resources & Hawaiian Affairs

Tamashiro Market, Inc.
Tuesday, March 17, 2008
Opposition to Senate Bill 6 prohibiting the selling of opihi

I am Guy Tamashiro of Tamashiro Market, Inc. and I am testifying in opposition to Senate Bill 6.
Opihi is a local delicacy that is part of Hawaii’s culinary culture. Senate Bill 6 proposes to
prohibit the selling of opihi. By prohibiting its sale, the majority of Hawaii’s people will never be
able to enjoy it. Should the young and nimble be the only ones to be able to harvest and eat
opihi? What about the rest of us? What about our kupuna?

It is not as short of supply as we have been hearing. We have found opihi to be available
almost year-round. :

This bill will create a “Black Market” that will go unreported (to the DLNR) and thereby
make it difficult to manage this resource in the future.

This valuable resource and cultural delicacy must be studied and carefully managed, not

shut down. There are other more reasonable and logical management tools such as area
closures or seasonal closures. The establishment of a hatchery-based opihi stocking program,
currently introduced as House Bill 2162, would be the best approach for opihi management.

To rob Hawaii’s people of the tasty local treat forever without studying the resource and
exploring various resource management tools is not doing the right thing.

We collected over 2716 signatures of Hawaii people who enjoy eating opihi and
oppose the ban of opihi sales.

We strongly urge you to NOT pass this bill but encourage the study of the opihi situation
and the best way to manage this precious resource so all of Hawaii can enjoy opihi.

"G amashiro



WE WANT TO EAT HAWAIIAN OPIHI!

WE OPPOSE SENATE BILL 6 AND HOUSE BILL 2477 WHICH
PROPOSE TO BAN THE SALE OF LOCALLY PICKED OPIHI.
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WE WANT TO EAT HAWAIIAN OPIHI! WE OPPOSE SENATE BILL NO. 6
WHICH PROPOSES TO BAN THE SALE OF LOCALLY PICKED OPIHI.
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WE WANT TO EAT HAWAIIAN OPIHI! WE OPPOSE SENATE BILL NO. 6
WHICH PROPOSES TO BAN THE SALE OF LOCALLY PICKED OPIHI.
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WE WANT TO EAT HAWAIIAN OPIHI! WE OPPOSE SENATE BILL NO. 6
WHICH PROPOSES TO BAN THE SALE OF LOCALLY PICKED OPIHI.
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WE WANT TO EAT HAWAIIAN OPIHI! WE OPPOSE SENATE BILL NO. 6
WHICH PROPOSES TO BAN THE SALE OF LOCALLY PICKED OPIHI.
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WE WANT TO EAT HAWAIIAN OPIHI! WE OPPOSE SENATE BILL NO. 6
WHICH PROPOSES TO BAN THE SALE OF LOCALLY PICKED OPIHLI.
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WE WANT TO EAT HAWAIIAN OPIHI! WE OPPOSE SENATE BILL NO. 6
WHICH PROPOSES TO BAN THE SALE OF LOCALLY PICKED OPIHI.
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WE WANT TO EAT HAWAIIAN OPIHI! WE OPPOSE SENATE BILL NO. 6
WHICH PROPOSES TO BAN THE SALE OF LOCALLY PICKED OPIHLI.
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WE WANT TO EAT HAWAIIAN OPIHI! WE OPPOSE SENATE BILL NO. 6
WHICH PROPOSES TO BAN THE SALE OF LOCALLY PICKED OPIHI.
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WE WANT TO EAT HAWAIIAN OPIHI! WE OPPOSE SENATE BILL NO. 6
WHICH PROPOSES TO BAN THE SALE OF LOCALLY PICKED OPIHL.
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WE WANT TO EAT HAWAIIAN OPIHI! WE OPPOSE SENATE BILL NO. 6
WHICH PROPOSES TO BAN THE SALE OF LOCALLY PICKED OPIHLI.
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WE WANT TO EAT HAWAIIAN OPIHI! WE OPPOSE SENATE BILL NO. 6
WHICH PROPOSES TO BAN THE SALE OF LOCALLY PICKED OPIHI.
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WE WANT TO EAT HAWAIIAN OPIHI! WE OPPOSE SENATE BILL NO. 6
WHICH PROPOSES TO BAN THE SALE OF LOCALLY PICKED OPIHL.
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WHICH PROPOSES TO BAN THE SALE OF LOCALLY PICKED OPIHI.
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WE WANT TO EAT HAWAIIAN OPIHI! WE OPPOSE SENATE BILL NO. 6
WHICH PROPOSES TO BAN THE SALE OF LOCALLY PICKED OPIHI.
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WE WANT TO EAT HAWAIIAN OPIHI! WE OPPOSE SENATE BILL NO. 6
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WHICH PROPOSES TO BAN THE SALE OF LOCALLY PICKED OPIHI.
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WHICH PROPOSES TO BAN THE SALE OF LOCALLY PICKED OPIHI.

DATE PRINT NAME SIGNATURE PHONE

7,/ 15707 anZOW: MB(MJO&@«( {W ( Xbﬁﬂﬂ 469/
225 61 Uaho 5. Ta'odo M";_Q-\ (108 )1-6 0¥
2-lgvy  _JE LT
L-1$0v)  Yerr Asosn S0¥703 -S 74§
20 67 Fudel o qé%ér——’~ L/ 3pd—
1-3507 LEG(Mw M A Abrag ‘ZWQ%&AW gu ! ~7(25
TS 9 Taree ] e /QW%& .
(éLE/o?’ Amip \IW [ /{mr%ﬂ},w —
;19/027/ Linda - \lagal KM/(& /5/ -
Laslon  fre] P uridony @Q’%@ _
vl _Fele Hala /nﬁl’i peda 285 (7,
7’/1’\707 Fephoa Minpzracs
2207 %M Q%L/m/ G5y
Arslsr Mg MestunToer Tl 7@ St e

As 25 -] )07&«”[ PM{QLJ« gﬁg,, ¢5¢/
Q—l’;-s/o’] @WW\P ka[ﬂ .
22507 MV bnonl Tty %@J 25/@4@
1/ 'Lqm Q ka M‘ZQ ch ISE-7004%
S, ,

T->2507 /MPM/A/MW
1-1507] %ﬁfo %Sdmf




WE WANT TO EAT HAWAIIAN OPIHI! WE OPPOSE SENATE BILL NO. 6
WHICH PROPOSES TO BAN THE SALE OF LOCALLY PICKED OPIHI.
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