


Good Morning Chairs of the Committees and members, 
 
My name is Glenn Prieto, a Business and Digital Media teacher at Maui High School, 
and I am testifying in support of Senate Bill 2480 Relating to Technology Workforce and 
Development. 
 
The Department of Education funding only goes so far and many times does not cover 
many of the projects and programs that we would like to pursue.  Many of the 
expenditures include travel, equipment and supplies expenses.  This bill proposes to add 
funding support to such creative media initiatives but should include existing media 
programs such as our program at Maui High School and others across the state. 
 
In recent years there has been much discussion on the need to diversify Hawaii’s 
economy.  The creative media programs and initiatives can be another catalyst for the 
film industry and perhaps help grow the Academy for Creative Media at the University of 
Hawaii, keeping our talented award winning students here in Hawaii. 
 
I dreamed of earning 6-digit salaries as a top business executive but passed that up to 
work as a public servant at the City Council and here at the Legislature.  I once walked 
the halls here beside you and sat with some of you discussing bills just like this 
appropriations bill.  My life’s reality turned out different from what I dreamt.  A part of 
me has a crazy dream to one day be a public servant in a capacity like all of you.  For 
now I am a teacher.  That is my story. 
 
We recently returned from the Student Television Network Convention in Anaheim, 
California; this year’s theme was “Tell the Story” and many students represented Hawaii 
well and brought home awards.  Our students tell the story of many people through a very 
different creative medium, digital media and film.  I have a story and I am sure all of you 
have a story.  Our students will be able to continue to tell stories, perhaps their next story 
will begin with your support and passage of this bill. 
 
Thank you for your attention and consideration. 
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Support of SB 2480, Relating to Technology Workforce and Development 
 
My name is Glenn Prieto, a Business and Digital Media teacher at Maui High School, and I am 
testifying in support of Senate Bill 2480 (SB2480) Relating to Technology Workforce and 
Development. 
 
The Department of Education (DOE) funding does not cover many of the projects that we would 
like to pursue.  Many of the expenditures include travel, equipment and supplies expenses.  This 
bill proposes to add funding support for creative media initiatives but should include existing 
media programs such as our program at Maui High School and others across the state. 
 
It is common knowledge that funding is not endless, therefore our programs are continuously 
searching for new sources.  Fundraising, such as huli-huli chicken, plate lunches, and chili, 
requires a lot of time and effort, time and effort that can be spent with assisting students and our 
programs.  The appropriations through this bill will relieve teachers of worrying about funding 
and concentrating on our primary duties. 
 
The teachers of the existing creative media programs work collaboratively towards the common 
goal of securing funding for the success of our programs.  Expansion and other initiatives 
through creative media will be possible with the funding support from this bill.  Our programs 
can lead into careers in digital media, helping to diversify Hawaii’s economy into the film 
industry and helping to grow higher education programs such as the Academy for Creative 
Media at the University of Hawaii.  The existence of a film industry and opportunities in digital 
media will encourage our very talented students to stay here in Hawaii. 
 
In adding funding support to creative media programs, many existing programs and new 
initiatives will be able to fund travel, equipment and supplies expenses not covered by the DOE.  
The creative media programs throughout the state are working collaboratively and diligently 
towards the success of our programs and students’ future in the field of digital media, helping 
film industry here in Hawaii, keeping them home and contributing to our economy and society.  I 
urge the committees to pass SB2480.  Thank you for this opportunity to testify. 


