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EXECUTIVE CHAMBERS

HONOLULU

LINDA LINGLE
GOVERNOR

Testimony of Linda L. Smith
Senior Policy Advisor to the Governor

Before the
Senate Committee on Human Services and Public Housing

Tuesday, January 29, 2008, 1:30 p.m.
State Capitol, Conference Room 16

SB 2187 Making an Appropriation for West Hawaii Housing and
SB 2479 Making an Appropriation for the Kaloko Housing Program

Chair Chun Oakland, Vice Chair lhara, and Members of the Committee:

| am here in my capacity as a member of the Board of the Hawaii Public
Housing Authority (HPHA) in support of SB 2187 and SB 2479, bills to assist the island
of Hawaii in providing a temporary shelter for the homeless in West Hawaii.

As a member of the Board of HPHA, | am acutely aware of the struggles
homeless families face on all islands and the importance of providing reliable, safe,
and clean shelters. These sheiters provide an opportunity for homeless families to
stabilize their lives, receive basic services such as medical care and clothing, and
allow them to begin to save and prepare for moving into a more permanent facility.
The track record of shelters such as Next Step and Onelauena on Oahu demonstrate
that temporary emergency shelter programs work.

The Island of Hawaii is faced with a special challenge because their only
existing shelter will need to close. Recognizing this, Hawaii island has been able to
secure a site located in Kaloko Industrial Park in the Kailua-Kona area. The county
government has pledged to facilitate the development of approximately fifty multi-
family cluster homes on this site.

SB 2187 and SB 2479 propose the appropriation of $12 million in general funds
to build the cluster homes. Given the challenges the State budget current faces, and
the reduction in general fund revenues as a result of changes in the Council of
Revenue projections, | would suggest that the Committee consider amending these
bills to provide general obligation bonding authority to the county to build the facility.
Because it is a capital improvement project, bonds are an appropriate way to finance
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the construction of Kaloko homes and would afford the county the opportunity to repay
the bonds over the life of the project.

| appreciate the opportunity to submit this testimony and look forward to working
with the Committee as this and other worthwhile housing projects move through the
2008 legislative session.



