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on Senate Bill 2464 — Relating To The State Mammal

BEFORE THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND TAXATION

February 26, 2008

Senate Bill 2464 designates the Hawaiian monk seal as the State mammal. The Department of
Land and Natural Resources (Department) supports this measure, as the Department believes it is
fully consistent with our goal to foster community-based conservation of Hawaiian monk seals
and other indigenous wildlife species.

The Department works in close partnership with the numerous conservation organizations and
community groups, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
National Marine Fisheries Service and National Marine Sanctuary Program, to promote the
protection and recovery of our critically endangered Hawaiian monk seals. For example, with
funding from NOAA, Department staff on Kau‘ai and Hawai‘i islands manage volunteer
networks that each year set up hundreds of “seal protection zones” around seals “hauled-out” on
popular beaches. These roped-off areas help ensure the protection of the seals and the safety of
beach goers. As another example of cooperative conservation, Department and NOAA staff
manage seal “pupping events” across the State, where nursing seal pups and their mothers are
provided around-the-clock protection and monitoring during their six-week long nursing period
on shore. These efforts are made possible with the invaluable support of the University of
Hawaii at Hilo, Hawaii Pacific University, the United States Coast Guard, Hawai‘i Wildlife
Fund, county lifeguards and police departments, numerous beach resorts and tour operators,
individual volunteers, and many others.

The Department believes designating the Hawaiian monk seal as Hawai‘i’s State mammal would
help raise public awareness of the plight of the seal and bolster public support for our
conservation efforts. The Department notes that similar conservation benefits have resulted from
the designation of the humpback whale as our state marine mammal. The Department looks
forward to working with the Legislature and all concerned parties toward the continued
protection of Hawaiian monk seals and their ultimate recovery from endangered species status.



TO: The Senate Committee on Economic Development and Taxation
Senator Carol Fukunaga, Chair
Senator Will Espero, Vice Chair

FR: Reyna Pila
Student of Kamehameha Schools
949 Honokahua Place
(808) 753-6342
ihilanigurl @ gmail.com

RE: For Public Hearing, Tuesday, February 26
1:25 P.M., Conference Room 224

Testimony IN SUPPORT of SB2464, Establishing an annual Hawaiian Monk
Seal day

February 22, 2008
Dear Senators Carol Fukunaga, Will Espero and Senate Committee Members,

Thank you for raising SB2464. Please accept this testimony expressing my
STRONG SUPPORT for this bill.

This bill is important to me and to Hawaii because it is important that we publicly
recognize monk seals to show both tourists and residents of Hawaii the beauty and rarity
of this animal. Having a “State Mammal Designation” provides awareness to these
animals and will hopefully lay the foundation for the restoration of the monk seals. The
Hawaiian Monk Seal is only found in the Hawaiian Islands and they have become
important creatures to our people as well as our economy. Hawaiian Monk Seal
populations are slowly declining almost to extinction. They have lived on this earth as
long as the Hawaiian Islands have been around. One of the major threats to these monk
seals is humans and our contribution to the pollution of the ocean. We must take
responsibility for the major declination of the monk seal population and in return must
owe them by helping to restore this once abundant species.

Thank you for this opportunity to offer my strong support for this bill.
Sincerely,

Reyna Pila



TO: The Senate Committee on Economic Development and Taxation
Senator Carol Fukunaga, Chair
Senator Will Espero, Vice Chair

FR: Pua’ala Pascua
Kamehameha Kapalama Student
2017 A Dole St. Honolulu 96822
292-5811
puaalaikahoni@gmail.com

RE: For Public Hearing, Tuesday, February 26
1:25 P.M., Conference Room 224

Testimony IN SUPPORT of SB2464, Establishing an annual Hawaiian Monk Seal day
Please make six (6) copies

February 22, 2008

Aloha Senators Carol Fukunaga, Will Espero and Senate Committee Members,

Thank you for raising SB2464. Please accept this testimony expressing my
STRONG SUPPORT for this bill.

My name is Pua’ala Pascua and I am a senior at Kamehameha Schools. I am
currently enrolled in the Marine Science class here at Kamehameha. I also have six years
of Hawaiian Language and various Hawaiian History classes under my belt.

As you probably already know, the ocean was of great importance to the
Hawaiians. They knew how to make the most of, yet at the same time manage their
resources. In this day and age, we have forgotten to malama our resources and, as a
result, many species of marine animals are either endangered or extinct.

For the position of state mammal, I can think of no better candidate than the
Hawaiian monk seal. They are endemic to Hawai’i and their solitary existence makes
them ever prone to injury by boats, curious humans, and make other influences. Making
the monk seal the state mammal would offer this nearly extinct species a thicker shield of
protection.

The second bill for the state designated monk seal day is also a very important bill
which should not be taken lightly. So many individuals here don’t realize the plight of
the Hawaiian monk seal. Their declining population rate would startle many if they
knew. This Hawaiian monk seal day would make that education possible. The first step
to prevention is education. In the Hawaiian monk seal’s case, the first step to prevention
from extinction is education. It would be a pity for an animal that our ancestors took care
of for so long, perished forever on our watch.

Thank you for this opportunity to offer my strong support for this bill.

Mabhalo nui,

Pua’ala Pascua



testimony

From: Kerilyn Gallagher [08kegali@ksbe.edu]

Sent: Friday, February 22, 2008 10:38 AM

To: testimony

Subject: SB2464

TO: The Senate Committee on Economic Development and Taxation

Senator Carol Fukunaga, Chair
Senator Will Espero, Vice Chair

FR: Kerilyn Gallagher
Kamehameha Schools
728 Iana Street, Kailua, HI 96734
808 263-4757
O8kegall@ksbe.edu

RE: For Public Hearing, Tuesday, February 26
1:25 P.M., Conference Room 224

Testimony IN SUPPORT of SB2464, Hawaiian Monk Seal designated as the State Mammal
Please make six (6) copies.

February 22, 2008
Dear Senators Carol Fukunaga, Will Espero and Senate Committee Members,

Thank you for raising SB2464. Please accept this testimony expressing my STRONG
SUPPORT for this bill.

This bill is important to the state of Hawaii because the Hawaiian Monk Seal is a
part of these islands. The monk seal has lived in these waters since before the creation
of the islands themselves. The low number of monk seals currently living worries me. As
pecople of Hawaii we should respect these mammals and do all we can to ensure their
continued existence for many more generations. The naming of the Hawaiian Monk Seal as
the state mammal will increase public awareness of these mammals. The public should be
aware of the laws regarding protection of the monk seal and the impacts humans have on
their existence. We cannot let the success of the existence of the monk seal slip through
our fingers.

Thank you for this opportunity to offer my strong support for this bill.

Sincerely,
Kerilyn Gallagher



testimony

From: donnafesta@aol.com

Sent: Sunday, February 24, 2008 10:15 PM

To: testimony

Subject: SUPPORT For SB2464 Designating the Hawaiian Monk Seal as Hawaii's State Mammal

DATE: February 24, 2008

TO: Senator Carol Fukunaga, Chair
Senator Will Espero, Vice Chair
Senate Committee on Economic Development and Taxation

Testimony in STRONG SUPPORT For SB2464 Designating the Hawaiian Monk Seal as Hawaii's
State Mammal

For Public Hearing, February 26, 2008; CR 224; 1:25 pm.
Please make six (6) copies.
Dear Senators Fukunaga, Espero and committee members

This bill is important to me because I just spent 27 days in January
watching over a Hawaiian Monk Seal on Kailua Beach. I was unaware of
how close these mammals are to extinction. I volunteered my time
because I honestly felt I had to be there, someone needed to keep this
seal (Chester) safe. Although I had no knowledge

of these animals prior to Chester’s visit, I have learned a great deal
in a short time. I am also planning on dedicating more of my time and
energy to save these beautiful creatures.

It is critical that the state legislature act to pass this bill because
the State of Hawaii needs to be involved in the protection and use its
power to provide a safe haven for these animals. As a volunteer I need
to know the right agencies and departments are involved to combat the
rapid decline of the Hawaiian Monk Seals.

While the population of monk seals is declining in the northwest
Hawaiian Islands, it has been increasing in the Main Hawaiian Islands
during recent years. There are a variety of factors contributing to
this occurrence, including disappearance of beachfront pupping habitat
due to global warming, but we should also consider the return of
Hawaiian monk seals to the Main Hawaiian Islands as a direct appeal to
all Hawaii’s residents to participate in the protection and recovery of
this twelve million year old species.

Thank you for this opportunity to offer my strong support for this bill.

Sincerely,

Donna Festa (RA)

CENTURY 21 Kailua Beach Realty
130 Kailua Road Suite 110
Kailua, HI 96734

808-561-8112 (cell)
808-262-8275 (fax)

More new features than ever. Check out the new AOL Mail ! -
http://webmail.aocl.com



2/25/2008 10:26 AM FROM: Fax TO: 586-6659 PAGE: 002 OF 002

TO: SENATE COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND TAXATION
Ms. Carol Fukunaga, Chair
Mr. Will Espero, Vice Chair

VIA: Senate Sergeant at Arms FAX: 586-6011

FR:  Georgette Yaindl
1312A 13th Ave.
Honolulu, HI 96816
808-732-3138
yaindl(@hawaii.edu

RE: For Public Hearing, Tuesday, Feb. 26 2008
Please make six (6) copies.
1:25 pm; Conference Room 224

Testimony IN SUPPORT of SB2464. Designating the Hawaiian Monk Seal the State Mammal

February 25, 2008
Dear Representatives Fukunaga, Espero, and Committee members,

Thank you for raising for public hearing SB2464, the bill designating the Ilawaiian monk
scal as our Statc Mammal. Plcasc accept this testimony cxpressing my STRONG SUPPORT for
Hawaii’s recognition of the Hawaiian monk seal as our state mammal.

This recognition is long over-due but nonetheless very much on time. If we are to
recover the Hawaiian monk scal population, it is truly now or ncver. Unlike our Statc Marine
Mammal, the humpback whale, Hawaiian monk seals live nowhere else on Earth, were born of
our own rock some 12 million years ago, and are completely dependent on the consciousness and
care of 1lawaii’s residents and visitors. Recovery of the llawaiian monk seal is up to us alone.

Sincerely,

Georgette Yaindl ;.



February 25, 2008

To: The Senate Economic Development and Taxation Committee
Senator Carol Fukunaga, Chair
Senator Will Espero, Vice Chair
Senate Committee on Economic Development and Taxation

From: Gerald Okamoto
700 Richards Street
Apartment 1810
Honolulu, HI 96813
(808) 291-0907
geraldokamoto@gmail.com

Reference:  For Public Hearing, Tuesday, February 26, 2008, 1:45 p.m., Conference
Room 224
Testimony in SUPPORT of SB2464, Designating the Hawaiian Monk Seal
as Hawaii’s State Mammal.

For the last three weeks in January 2008, I had the pleasure of “standing watch” over
Chester, a Hawaiian Monk Seal who was molting on the beaches of Kailua, Kalama and
Lanikai.

During the many hours of volunteering to protect this Hawaiian treasure, it was a
pleasure to share with residents in the area and tourists from various countries, the
historical significance of the Hawaiian Monk Seal to the Hawaiian Islands, culture and
people. Many were also surprised and concerned to discover the Hawaiian Monk Seal is
the most endangered mammal in the entire United States and had experienced a steady
decline in population of approximately four percent per year for the past twenty years.

What this experience brought to the forefront was the need for outreach and education to
develop a culture of coexistence between humans and the Hawaiian Monk Seal, as their
very continued existence is threatened by human disturbance, habitat loss, infectious
disease, fishery interactions, entanglement in marine debris (gill nets, lost gear, marine
debris), coral/reef deterioration and food competition.

Establishing the Hawaiian Monk Seal as the State Mammal of Hawaii is an incremental
step to achieving this objective. This designation has allows this subject to be better
understood by the people of Hawaii and those who come to visit our beautiful island and
allows us to continue to share this special treasure of the Hawaiian Island. As indicated
by my most recent experience, even the brief interaction with the Hawaiian Monk Seal
established a memorable bond to those who happened to be visiting Hawaii and a
provided a greater sense of our history for those who reside in Hawaii.

For humanity, economic, tourism and local cultural reasons, I strongly support this bill
and urge the state legislature to act and pass this bill.



Sincerely,

Gerald Okamoto
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X Conservation Council for Hawaj’i

Testimony Submitted to the Senate Committee on Economic Development and Touriem

Hearing: Tuesday, February 26, 2008
1:25 pm
Room 224

Support for SB 2484 Relating to the State Mammal

Aloha. The Congervation Gouncil for Hawal'i supports the intent of HB 2626, which is to celebrate
and raise awareness and support for the endangered ‘llioholoikauaua — Hawailan monk seal.
Hawail'l's only other native land mammal Is the endangered ‘Gpe‘ape‘a — Hawalilan hoary bat,
which Is also worthy of recognition being the only native land mammal In Hawai'i.

We also support funding for monk seal response coordinators on each igland to help save seals In
danger of entanglement, harassment, and other threats (SB 3168). The coordinators are often
thefirst line of response when seals are in trouble.

Mahalo nui loa for the opportunity to testify.

Sincearsly, N
Mv s OXM YL"
Marjorle Ziegler

ﬂ * # Working Today for the Nature of Tomorrow:!

Telephone/Fax 808.593.0256 « email; info@conservehi.org » web: www@conservehl.org
P.O. Box 2923 + Honolulu, Ht 98802 » Office: 250 Ward Ave., Suite 212 » Honolulu, HI 96814
Hawai'i Affiliate of the National Wildlife Federation
it . i Nelson Ho * Sacretary/T, : Kim Ramos * Directors: Frod Kraus, Ph.D. * Douglas Lamerson,
Frenidert Juge%%mw?%ﬁﬁ%hmmum . H?Ian:'!ll'akr:r::lgec Mr:shmalre "uEx::mvs Direclor: Magorie Ziegler



TO: Senator Carol Fukunaga, Chair
Senator Will Espero, Vice Chair
Senate Committee on Economic DevelopmenfTaxation

Testimony in STRONG SUPPORT For SB2464 Desigg the Hawaiian Monk
Seal as the State Mammal

For Public Hearing, February 26, 2008; CR;2225pm.

Please make six (6) copies.

Dear Senators,

We would like to give testimony to support SB2464nake the Hawaiian Monk
Seal our State Mammal. Making our endangered meals she State Mammal would
bring more attention to them and even to other emcdanimals. We would like future
generations to enjoy these animals. Several chwsGhester, the seal, at Kailua beach
when he was molting and it made us want to learrerabout this beautiful species. If
this bill was passed, more people would learn abimrn and help to prevent them from
becoming extinct. People could help keep more @ftlalive in the Northwestern
Hawaiian Islands by preventing sharks from attagkire pups and by taking the fishing
nets out of the water. We hope that you will pass bill.

Sincerely,

The ¥ grade class
St. Andrew’s Priory
Ph: 536-6104



testimony

From: Natalie L Torkelson [nlt@hawaii.edu]

Sent: Tuesday, February 19, 2008 6:26 PM

To: testimony

Cc: myuen@hawaii.edu

Subject: Committee on economic development and taxation- Feb. 26, 1:25 pm

Dear Senator Fukunaga,

My name is Natalie Torkelson, and I am a marine biology student at UH. I recently heard
about the idea to make the Hawaiian Monk Seal the state animal, as well as the idea to
designate a monk seal day. I think these are great ideas and will help to increase
awareness about the plight of the monk seal. I am from Michigan and came to Hawaii to
study because of all the unique and endemic species here. The experience I can gain from
studying the animals here is an experience that I could not have gotten anywhere else. The
Hawaiian Monk Seal is one of these animals that is endemic, and it is in danger of going
extinct. I am interested in marine animals because that is what I am studying, but as a
person who did not grow up in Hawaii I am amazed at how many people from here do not know
about the Monk Seal and the kind of danger it is in. I think that by designating a
Hawaiian Monk Seal day, and by making the Hawaiian Monk Seal the state animal, it will
help to increase awareness about this amazing marine mammal.

Thank you for your time,

Natalie Torkelson



testimony

From: Maureen H Thompson [mhthomps@hawaii.edu]
Sent: Tuesday, February 19, 2008 8:18 PM

To: testimony

Cc: myuen@hawaii.edu

Subject: SUPPORT FOR SB 2464 AND SB 2465

Dear Committee on Economic Development and Taxation,

I am a student at the University of Hawaii and I am originally from the east coast.
Living in Hawaii for the past four years has been a privileged opportunity and I love it
here! I have gotten to see and experience many cultural aspects of the islands. One
event that stands out in my memory is the day I saw my first Hawaiian monk seal at Sandys
Beach. It was absolutely amazing and I can not even begin to describe the excitement I
felt. It has always been a dream of mine to see one in its natural habitat and I was
lucky to be in the right place at the right time!

I am majoring in biology at UH and I am currently taking a course about marine mammals. I
was devastated when I found out that there are less than 1200 Hawaiian monk seals alive
today in the Hawaiian archipelago and the population just keeps on declining. There are
some Hawaiian monk seals that live within the main Hawaiian Islands, but this can be
hazardous for the seals because it increases their chances of interactions with humans.
The Hawaiilan monk seals can be caught in fishing gear, diseases can be transmitted, or
people could potentially harass the seals and not be aware that they are doing so.

I think the public needs to be made aware of the critical state the Hawaiian monk seal
population is in and what they can do to help the Hawaiian monk seal population recover.
That is why I support SB 2464, which would designate a “Hawaiian Monk Seal Day” and SB
2465, which would make the Hawaiian monk seal the state mammal. I think these two bills
will help in public awareness, which will bring the public support to aide in the
population recovery of the Hawaiian monk seals. After all, these fascinating creatures
are found ONLY in the Hawaiian Islands and I encourage you to pass these two bills! Thank
you for your time.

Sincerely,
Maureen H. Thompson



testimony

From: Takashi Yamaya [yamaya@hawaii.edu]
Sent: Wednesday, February 20, 2008 10:49 AM
To: testimony

Subject: support for SB 2464 and SB 2465

Dear Senator Fukunaga

Hawaiian monk seals are now in danger and I think they need to be protected. The existence
of Hawaiian monk seal provides us, especially young generations, with great opportunity to
get interested in marine mammals. Watching the real creature in the field is much better
than reading encyclopedias or looking at pictures, because they move, they yell,and they
swim. Getting interested in living things is the first step to be a scientist. If Hawaiian
monk seals go extinct in Hawaii, the number of students who want to be marine biologist
might decrease. This will be a serious problem, because the future of science world
depends on.children and students who somehow got interested in science. To maintain the
quality of science world, we need to make any effort to make children and student get
interested in science. Preserving Hawaiian monk seal is one of the ways to keep the sight
of children to marine mammals. Therefore, I think we need to protect this endangered
creature.

SB2464, which would designate a "Hawaiian Monk Seal Day", and SB2465, which would select
the Hawaiian monk seal to be the Hawaiian State Mammal, will help the preservation of this
specious species. I encourage you to pass these bills

Best regards



Senator Carol Fuknaga

Hawaii State Capitol, Room 216
415 South Beretania St.
Honolulu, HI 96813

21 February 2008
To: Senator Fukunaga
Re: Support for SB 2464 and SB 2465

Coming from a small island not too different from Hawaii, I’ve come to appreciate the
rarity of many animals and plants that are found in island habitats. As a biology major at the
University of Hawaii at Manoa my biology courses have provided me with insight to how special
Hawaii is to the world due to the species found here. Hawaii contains the highest amount of
endemic and endangered plant and animal species in the nation. Because of this fact I have come
to realize the importance of habitat conservation in order to ensure the survival of the wildlife.
One of the most significant species, to me, that is found only in Hawaii is the Hawaiian Monk
Seal. Although there is very little information provided on this species it is obvious that with
populations so small, and Hawaii being its only habitat, I feel it is the responsibility of the state
and its residents to know more and to spread awareness of the severe situation of this rare
species. I can say before coming to Hawaii I had never heard of the Hawaiian Monk Seal. The
conservation and study of their species is necessary to its survival. It would be a tragic lost to
Hawaii and the world to lose another rare species.

To approve SB 2464 to designate an “Hawaiian Monk Seal Day” and SB 2465 to make
the Hawaiian Monk Seal the state mammal will help raise awareness to the people of Hawaii and
to educate the visitors who travel to Hawaii to experiences the island life and the rare species
found here. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Alexandra Benavente



testimony

From: Charmaine Mokiao [08chmoki@ksbe.edu]

Sent: Friday, February 22, 2008 8:03 AM

To: testimony

To: The Senate Committee on Economic Development and Taxation

Senator Carol Fukunaga, Chair

Senator Will Espero, Vice Chair

Fr: Charmaine Mokiao
85-1366 Kaneaki St. Waianae, HI 96792
(808)696-6794

08chmoki@ksbe.edu <mailto:08chmokiksbe.edu>

RE: For Public Hearing, Friday, Febuary 8, 2008

8:30 am, Conference Room 312

Testimony in support of SB2464 and SB2465 Establishing annual Hawaiian Monk
Seal day and designating the Hawaiian Monk Seal as the State Mammal

February 22, 2008

Dear Senators Carol Fukunaga, Will Espero and Senate Committee Members,

Thank you for raising HB2625, HB2626, SB2464, and SB2465. Please accept this
testimony expressing my strong support for this bill.

This bill is important to me because as a Hawaiian student at the Kamehameha
Schools I have learned much of my culture throughout the years of my attendance. I
remember learning about these beautiful ancient birds in which craftsmen would use their
feathers to make capes for the ali'i(chiefs). The birds that I speak of are the 'Iwi and
the 'Apapane. These birds, in which our ali'i cherished are no longer here for us today
because they are extinct.

With that being said the Hawaiian monk seal will be most likely facing that
same fate as the 'Iwi and 'Apapane if nothing is to be done. Back in the ancient days of
Hawaii people did not know about endangered species and how to restore them, so I can not

1



necessarily blame them for the extinction of those animals. But as a Hawailian today
brought in a society of great technological strives and knowledge, I feel that I can make
a difference as well as my fellow Hawaiian monk seal supporters.

A1l T ask is for an awareness to be out there. We should not hide the fact
that one of our native mammals may be facing extinction. That is why I fully support these
two new bills that will help to promote endangered Hawaiian monk seal conservation
awareness. These are SB 2464 and SB2465 bills. The focus of these bills are for the monk
seal to be designated as the State Mammal and for a designated day each year to raise
awareness for the plight of the monk seal by having a state designated Hawaiian Monk Seal
Day.

As I have said earlier we just need to get people to know what is going on in
our islands. I do not want to have to live the day where monk seals go extinct; I want to
live many years with the Hawaiian monk seal striving through its restoration by the people
of Hawaii. We have the knowledge and skills to do so, it is just that we need to put them
to use and do something about this situation.

Thank you for this opportunity to offer my strong support for these bills.

Sincerely,

Charmaine Mokiao
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testimony

From: hyperliltenshi@gmail.com on behalf of Christina P Rintravilai [cpr@hawaii.edu]
Sent:  Sunday, February 24, 2008 8.05 PM '

To: testimony

Cc: myuen@hawaii.edu

Subject: Support to pass bill SB 2464 and SB 2465

To: Committee on Economic Development and Taxation
Date: Tuesday, February 26, 2008
Time: 1:25 P.M.

The current population of the monk seals is in serious crisis. There are approximately 1,200 of them
alive today, and small amount of them live on the main Hawaiian Islands. Everyday there has been
increasing interactions of seals with humans, leading to possible complications to the lifestyles of monk
seals. The existence of monk seals is a great way for people to experience one of the rare beauties of
Hawaii, and can inspire the people to help preserve the monk seals. Currently there has been some
cooperative efforts between government biologist and volunteer groups that been helping to keep a
harmonious relationship between people and seals. However we still need more people to raise
awareness and support for the conservation of the Hawaiian monk seal.

I support to pass bill SB 2464 and SB 2465 that would both designate a "Hawaiian Monk Seal Day" and
make the Hawaiian monk seal to be the Hawaii State Mammal.

Sincerely,
Christina Rintravilai

2/25/2008



testimony

From: Alice Fongtran [fongtran@hawaii.edu]
Sent: - Monday, February 25, 2008 11:57 AM
To: testimony

Cc: myuen@hawaii.edu

Subject: Testimony SB2464 and SB2465

Senator Carol Fukunaga
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 216
415 South Beretania St.
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

SUBJECT: SUPPORT FOR SB 2464 AND SB 2465
Dear Senator Fukunaga:

I believe that both SB 2464, which would authorize a Monk Seal Day and SB 2465, which
~would make the Hawalian monk seal our state mammal are important because it will help
boost the recovery of this endangered species though awareness. The Hawaiian monk seal
populations have been declining over the years and there are only 1,200 alive today. The
Hawaiian monk seals also encounter many problems that are detrimental to their survival
which includes anthropogenic factors such as entanglement in marine debris caused by
fishing nets and human disturbance to mother and pup. There are many people that know very
little about the Hawaiian Monk Seal and that it is an endangered species. Having SB 2464
and SB 2465 passed will allow the general public to be educated on this species, allow
peaceful co-existence between humans and monk seals, and help preserve the Hawaiian monk
seal for future generations potentially aiding in Hawaiian monk seal recovery.

Sincerely,
Alice Fongtran



From: <Franinkauai@aol.com>

Date: Sun, 24 Feb 2008 19:42:25 EST

To: "senfukunaga@Capitol.hawaii.gov" <senfukunaga@Capitol.hawaii.gov>, <senhooser@capitol.hawaii.gov>,
<sentokuda@Capitol.hawaii.gov>

Subject: Hawaiin Monk Seal bills

Hawaiian monk seals are critically endangered and extinction is feared if we don't raise awareness for the
recovery of the species. The Humpback whale is the state “marine mammal” and we need the Hawaiian monk
seal to be the “state mammal” to help raise public consciousness. Both species need our continued protection.
The Humpback whale is increasing at 7% year and monk seals are declining at 4% per year.

Please support all bills to preserve and protect these fragile and marvelous creatures!

Rare Hawaiian Monk Seal pup and mom on Kauai
Born Oct 2007

Mahalo,

Fran

Fran McDonald

Realtor Associate

Accredited Buyer's Representative
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FROM :Sacred Hearts Academy

8987377867

 Fcbruary 22, 2006
Kathryn McKee
Sacred Hearts Academy
3253 Waialae Avenue
Honolulu, Hawaii 96816

11"@:{Scnalul Carol Fuk%glag
Hawaii State Capltol Room 216
415 South Beretania St.

Honolulu, H1 96813

SUBJECT: SUPPQRT FOR SB 2464 AND SB 2465 |

Dear Senator Carol Fukunaga,

I recently leéiixed that the Hawaiian Monk Seal is one of only 3 species of monk
seals. Of the other lwo spccies, the Caribbean monk seal is now thought to be extinct.
The Mediterranean monk seal is also close to cxtinction. Its population ranges from only
500 to 1,000 md1V1duals

We should hclp the Hawaiian monk seal avoid the danger of extinction. | believe

that il Hawaii could'havc a T-Iawauan n1onk seal day and if the Hawaiian monk seal

was made Hawaii’s state mamma.l, many people would want to protect the JTawaiian

monk seal.

. bmwrely,

Sacrcd Hearts Academy

Feb. 22 2008 @3:25PM

P2
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- February 22,2006 -
Mackenzie Walcs

Sacred Hearts Academy

3253 Waialae Avchue

Honolulu, [{awaii 96816

Senator Carol ]f?ukgg;‘egga
Hawaii State Cilpit%}?RDOln 216
A15 South Beretania Si.

Honolulu, HT 96813 |
SUBJECT: SUPPORT FOR SB 2464 AND S 2465

“Dear Senator Fukuggga:

There are less than 1,200 Hawaiian monk seals alive today, and their population is
continuing to decline, Qut of curiosity and/or ignorance, humans interact and
compromise the health and well- bein g of these mammals. Many of these intcractions
lead to serious problems for the monk seal and the survival of its species. '

The monk seals that reside in the main Hawaiian Islands constantly struggle with
human disturbancesfinfcctious diseases, fishery interactions, and habitat loss, These
threats are contributing to the extinclion of our Hawaiian monk seals, Threats that the
monk seals in the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands face include lack of food, entanglement
i matine debris, and shark attacks,

Hawaiian monk seals have become an endangered species and it is up (o the
people to protect these creatures from complete extinction. We can provide a more stable
and securc future for the monk seals by further rajsin 8 awareness and support [or the
conservation of the ITawaiian monk seal.

I support bills 8B 2464, which would designate a “Hawafian Monk Seal Day” and SB
2465, which would designate the Hawaiian monk scal as the statc mammal. [ beligve that
with the passing of these bills, awarencss will be spread to all the citizens of Hawai’i and
all of ils visitors as W.:?ll- As our statc motto avows, “Ua mau ke ca o ka aina. i ku pono,”
The life of land is perpetuated in righteousness. By passing these bills, our people will
learn about this precious species and he reminded of the Hawaiian monk seals at least one
day out of every year, These bill present a simple change for a complex problom.

Sincercly,

Mackenzie Waleg
Grade 10

Sacred Hearts Academy

NACKINZ W
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Mevyn Tyau
91-1018 Wahinoho Street
Kapoles, HI 96707

February 24, 2008

Seunztor Carol Fukunaga

Hawaiy State Capitol, Room 216
415 South Beretaniz Street
Honolefu HY 96813

Dear Senator Fukunaga:

My name is Nevyn Tyau and I go to Island Pacific Academy. Iam in fourth
grade and am 9 years old. T am weriting this letter because 1 would like o have a Monk
Seal Day because the Hawaiian monk seals are disappearing, and if we don’t stop to think
about them, they will be extinct.

Hawaiian monk secals are very important to Hawai®i because they are a native and
2Ndem ¢, mammal There are only 1,200 Hawaiian monk seals left in the world. People
are the main canse that the monk seals are almost extinct. When people fish too much,
they are taking more then they need. The Hawaiian monk seal then are left with a small
amount of fish io eat. Some Hawaitian monk seals have starved to death. When balloons
fiy away, they fali into the oocan and monk seais eat it When thiey eat it, the Hawatian
monk seals saffocaie o death. The monk seals are a beauty to Hawai'i, and i the monk
seals are extinct, that would make so many peopie sad, including me.

if we have a Monk Seal Day, 1 would use that day 10 remind people nol io fish 100
much and 0 not release balloon into the air, even if it"s fum to do. We can help people
understand the things that theaten monk seals lile marine debiis, nfectious diseases and
human distwrbances. We can teach people bow to behave around a monk scal when they
see it in the ocean and on the beach

Thank you for readmy my letter and 1 hope you witl have 3 Monk Seat Day?

Sincerely,

N »(7%/./0

Nevyn Tyau
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From: Sterling Leatherman <sterlingleatherman@hotma

Date: Mon, 25 Feb 2008 23:30:00 -0800

To: <senfukunaga@-capitol.hawaii.gov>

Cc: <myuen@hawaii.edu>

Subject: Letter of support for Hawaiian monk seal d

Senator Carol Fukunaga
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 216
415 South Beretania St.
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Subject: SUPPORT FOR SB 2464 AND SB 2465
Dear Senator Fukunaga:

Over the Christmas holiday of 2006, | had the unlik
witnessing a monk seal resting on one of Kauai's be
was able to share this once in a lifetime experienc
and I'll never forget it.

| realize how rare the sighting was, but | hope tha
someday share the occasion.

These incredibly endangered seals need all the help
and | believe this letter is proof enough that awar
change. If | hadn't encountered the sun bathing Ha
wouldn't be submitting this letter now.

| believe that SB 2464, which would designate a "Ha

Day," and SB 2465, which would name the Hawaiian mo

State Mammal, will increase the chances of recovery
treasure. | strongly encourage you to pass these b

Sincerely,
Sterling Leatherman
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