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RE: 8.B. 2425, 8.0. 1: Relating To Arson

Chair Waters and Members of the Committee:

This measure would permit the court to order a person convicted of setting
a brush fire to pay for the attendant costs of extinguishing the fire, including
salary and supplies.

The Office of the Public Defender opposes 8.B. 2425, S.D. 1.

While the settings of brush fires are destructive and costly events, these
offenses are generally committed by minors, who are rarely caught and
prosecuted. In reality, very few people would be able to afford to pay for the cost
of extinguishing a brush fire. While it seemingly makes sense to have those
individuals prosecuted for their crimes pay directly for the consequences of their
actions, we believe that this sets a bad precedent. Our fire and police
departments are already funded by the government. Individuals should not be
made to "pay" for the cost of providing public services such as fire and police
protection.

We do not believe that this bill will have any deterrent effect, as the
perpetrators of these offenses are too immature to think about the consequences
of their actions.

We oppose 8.B. 2425, 8. D. 1. Thank you for the opportunity to comment
on this bill.
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DOUGLAS S. CHIN
FIRST DEPUTY

PROSECUTING ATTORNEY

RE: S.B. 2425, S.D. I; RELATING TO ARSON.

Chair Waters and members of the House Committee on Judiciary, the Department of the
Prosecuting Attorney of the City and County of Honolulu submits the following testimony
support of Senate Bill 2425, S.D. 1.

The purpose of this bill is to clarify what costs are included in the mandate that the
defendant pay costs associated with extinguishing a fire which results in damage to ten thousand
square feet or more of property.

We support the passage of S.B. 2425, S.D. 1; currently as written, the statute mandates
that a defendant pay costs associated with extinguishing a fire which results in damage to ten
thousand square feet or more of property but does not give any guidance to the court as to what
costs can be included. For example, are personnel costs such as salaries and benefits of fire
personnel fighting the fire included? Or are those costs excluded because they would have to be
paid irrespective of whether the fire occurred?

We would prefer guidance be given in the statute to minimize confusion and possible
appeals on the subject and for this reason, we support the passage of S.B. 2425, S.D. 1.

Thank you for this opportunity to testify.
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Marcht2, 2008;

Th¢:HQnorableT9t11f't1Y·'A'~ll3r$, ... Chi:ili"
Gommitte~ oIlJ.udicia:ry .. .. .... . .
Hbuse'ofRepresentafives.
~tate··Capitol.: Room S02
't1qnQ1Uly, Hawaii gea~3

OearChair Waters:

StJbJ~:S.Et .2425.S:P: 1.Rel<;tting tp Ar~oll

tam·Kenneth G,·Silva, Fi.re GhiefoftheHol1oluIUFir~Department(HFO). TheHFD·supports
S.B. ·4445. $.D. 1, which specifies me fire fi9htingcosts thata<ief~l1dalltt:Qrr·i.lcted·ofarspn may
be required to reimburse. .

Intentiq!'\aUy $,et wikjra:h(kflre,s;Continli~Jo~xtHeres04rCeS?tCQl1nty; federal, .ahdstatefire
deparfmentsand.crltibqllY Ibwerfir~prbtec#oii c9vt3ragej,hjjfberare~s ofa'CX1rnrriuniq,. this bill
seeks to specify the reimbursable;Costs,of fire extinguishmenffQf tbosecol1victed·of arsOl)
~ii.mesandmaY$erv~as·.~.$trcingdeterrentfor$lich actions..Pro$ecutor~and·judgeswill then
be c:learas. to wt\?Jrfireft9hti~g·¢O$t~are eUgiblewhen restitution is <i~¢med~ppropri<;tte~

Costsiocurred by the·HF9fottwoWildlandarsoncaseswere$3,dOO·tor aJireJn Village Park
and $11,.OOQJor ~ fire at the CentralOahlJ Regi()nal.Par1c .Since flQsuSpectswere
apprehended for a wildland fire in'Nl;liah,la; la$tYear,nqCOste$timl;l~e$' Werecalc!Jl~ted.

TheHFD requests YQurC9rTlmitte$,s'supp6rtbhfhepas~gEr()tS~ B;2425y~t[),·· f.

Shouldyou have anyquestlons,.pleas.e·caUHFDLegislative Liaison l,:IQydRogers,a! 72'4-7171.

SihC¢rely,

~.~
KENN~l-iG'.sn., VA
Fire/Chief
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March 11. 2008

The Honorable Tommy Waters, Chair
Committee on Judiciary
House of Representatives
State Capitol, Room 302
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Waters:

Subject: $.B. 2425, $.0.1 Relating to Arson

Iam Neal A. Bal, Fire Chief of the County of Maul. Department of Fire & Public Safety. Our
Department supports S.B. 2425, S.D. 1, which specifies the fire fighting costs that a defendant
convicted of arson may be required to reimburse.

Intentionally set wildland fires continue to tax the resources of county, federal, and state fire
departments and critically lower fire protection coverage In other areas of a community. This bill
seeks to specify the reimbursable costs of fire extinguishmenllor those convicted of arson
crimes and may serve as a strong deterrent for suoh aotions. Proseoutors and judges will then
be clear as to what fire fighting costs are eligible when restitution Is deemed appropriate.

I hereby request your committee's support on the passage of $.B. 2425. $.0. 1.

Should you have any questions, please call me at (808) 270·7561.

Sincerely,

0--e-~~
NEAL A. 6AI.
Fire Chief

NA6:rgkm
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