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The Twenty-Fourth Legislature
Regular Session of2008

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Conunittee on Water, Land, Ocean Resources & Hawaiian Affairs
Rep. Ken Ito, Chair
Rep. Jon Rild Karamatsu, Vice Chair

State Capitol, Conference Room 312
Friday, March 14,2008; 10:00 a.m.

STATEMENT OF THE ILWU LOCAL 142 ON S.B. 2421, SD2
RELATING TO LAND ACQUISITION

The ILWU Local 142 supports S,B. 2421, SD2, which authorizes the Department ofLand and
Natural Resources to acquire lands owned by the Galbraith Estate in Central Oahu and appropriates
funds for the acquisition.

The Galbraith lands constitute a huge parcel that is considered by some to be among the best
agnculturallands on Oahu. For years~ the land had been in pineapple cultivation. With Del Monte's
decision to cease production on the Galbraith lands several years ago, the land bas been fallow,
growing weeds instead ofcrops that could be beneficial to Hawaiils residents both for food and for
jobs.

Agriculture should be promoted on Oahu. If the State acquires the Galbraith lands. preservation of
agriculture can become a reality for generations to come.

The ILWU urges passage ofS.B. 2421, SD2. Thank. you for considering our testimony,
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SB 2421 SD2, RElATING TO LAND ACQUISITION-GALBRAITH

COMMITTEE ON WATER, LAND, OCEAN RESOURCES & HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS

Friday, March 14, 2008 10:00 a.m. Room: 312

The Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA) SUPPORTS with AMENDMENTS 58 2421, which
directs the Department of Land and Natural Resources or any appropriate entity of the
State to acquire land situated in central O'ahu owned by the Galbraith Estate by
negotiation or condemnation.

OHA agrees that the Galbraith Estate lands should be protected. In particular, however,
OHA's interests in these lands goes beyond the agricultural value of the land, and
encompasses their significant cultural values.

The spiritual site known as KOkaniloko is located within this area. KOkaniloko has been
dated as being established in the 1i h century and serves as the birth place of Native
Hawaiian AIi'L The overall significance of this site, which encompasses land beyond the
immediate site of KOkaniloko, commands one of the highest protocols and therefore is
referred as a wahi kapu (sacred and kapu space). Native Hawaiian practitioners continue
to access KOkaniloko, serving as a living facet to Native Hawaiian livelihood and
perpetuation.

OHA would like to see that the bi II is amended to 1) acknowledges the cultural values on
this land and 2) specifically calls for consultation with the Office of Hawaiian Affairs
before any leases, sales or eminent domain condemnation action be instigated to assure
the cultural integrity of the land.

OHA compliments the Legislature on this bill's intent. OHA urges the Committee to PASS
58 2421 SD2, taking the above concerns and proposed amendments into account. Thank
you for the opportunity to testify.
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