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20 South Vineyard Blvd, Honolula, HI 96813 808-779-3606 

HOUSE CON-NT RESOLUTION 212 
TWENTY-FOURW LEGISLATURE, 2008 
House: Cotnmitiee on Tourism and Culture (TAC) 

Aloha TAC Chair Rep. Ryan Yamane, Vice Chair Rep. Joey Manahan. and members 
ofthe House Committee an Tourism and Culture (TAC): 

The lnterfrrith Open Table mnglly support &is resolutim. We are p t i c d a r l y  pleased that the 
steering wmmitkw and the intesnationa1 ccmfemce will be inclusive and open to all religions. It 
will build upon the C W l  for a Pwliamant of World's Religions being held ikl Sydney, 
Australia in Dcc;embt;r of 2009, 

Mawsii as the Aloha State I's an id& place to host such an event. Hawaii is an example of wherc 
diverse religiions and races come tugefhcl in harmony and promobe open ~hannels of 
comrnunic~~tion. Pethaps we cart be: helpful in ducing much of the violence in the world, 

For your infoemation The I&aith Open Tabk meets the First Wednesday of every month at 7 
am. Our partic4pants come &om all churches ad ~ligims with an mail list of nearly 300. Our 
usual f e d  is sharing "oar faith journey", mpecting our diversity without taking political 
positions. We find that when people speak frvYm the Reart others can hear and amate .  We am 
atso finn Wiem in the sapcrr.ation of church and srtrrtt. 

Y ~ r j l $ ~ ~ r t  of this resolotion will be greatly apprecildcd 

Rev. Sam cox, ' 
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DATE: 29 MAKUH 2008 
ARCHITECTURE 
U ~ L I N t l I F I ) ,  I N C .  

A m  KkY KY A N Y A M.ANE, CHAIR 
W J O E Y  MANAHAN, VCCE C W I R  

FROM.: MERRITI' T SAKATA 
RE: WjIITTEN TBTIMONY IN SUPPORT Clk' 

HOUSE CONUU IZKF NT B'EOLUTION 212 
TW EN TY-FOURTH I.. EGISLATURE, 2008 

HONORABLE M E M B m  OP THE I:( )M M ITTEE: 

I regret that business obhgttiui~r; clu not prn11t m ' ~  LO atL~nd y13u r hearing on the Lilx>trt! m t t e r  to 
deliver niy testimony in person. 

I have heen ;a participant .i.n tlie activities of t l~e AU-Relievers Netwwk since su:uunc\r 2005, w h ~ n  I 
first lcatncd ~i iils exisience! wh i.le he1 ping: plan an Ink cfaid~ MTeekmd fur World Peacw. Tlrir 
aclirily xtr\.as spntiwred by ~eicl~a-NO-1e Hnwliii, a non-dmu-wtiunal ielipious rno~~mrnt 
dedicated to fostering erdightamztmt and w urld peace fuundcd 011 the undcrs~zurding that 
despite arry sewn:ingl y uniqu.e or even apparently conflicting cl~~i~icterLtics "dl fiiitkw/ trligic~ns" 
ernanale i ~ ? m  a single universizl Irt1111 t11ilk "all rna~lkh~cl (or for tlmt ~natter, d thnt exiskr) have n 
conunoilz spiritual orlgin or i~?undation" in "'cfiviniLy''. 

And rvhile niy exyressiuns and kstk~~uny we hat of il "pprdctitioner" andnot a ''rcpresen.balive" 
d that organisr;ltivn, I bdicvc thc intplcm~ntalim. or' lhc p.ruposd i.ni tiative wi1.l provicie an 
opptunily in achieve lonp,-Iastir~g arrd tnr-rt?at-l~ inp, imlracts thal ~ v i l l  further tliw.wtne ends. 

Wh i'1.t: t,he ki~~.d, rsE har tiiony wc all scwk ~vi l l  tlol arisr si m~i!y Iry cotlvtrtline cri cutn.n-+itlcrs. It is not 
likcly tn be attained at aU without such clyyorh~mtic.Y that invite if not mandate pc.iqAe of good- 
will from backgrounds of al l  kvpm and. 1:n pr l lcu lar  tlw various syskrms of ethics and nlorality to 
work un joint pruj~cty rtquishig hlfa?~tlciiui~, t.lixo~u'se and cc~operntion. 

We see in the wc~~+lci around our isliu~ds, ii " wmllke" mutality being ccnldoned it' llut t?l~coumg;ed 
13s well-i.nrt?alinnd b u ~  Lvpicnl ly ye1 itn petiecl pe rmns a t ~ d  sotnet inies i11d.i tu lions ol ethics and 
laith. While such hasheell the caa? i ~> r  almnst all ol' rt t tnrd~d hiatnry, we m u ~ l  conclude 1h.a~ such 
patkerns otice seen as vi.rkup and In).alt)r in past eras i.\n.d gc:c.ncratia~s to ycrccivcd tl.crc\a& tion1 
"foreign barbcwiiin" cultures covelk~fi laid, resources, Ieally hy Lhe populace m d  okher ternpraj. 
cu~ut?m were u n d e r t  if not ~~ecessarily justified. However as has be11 experienced hwe, 
such can no longer be relied upoil, Tn these L h e s  wlzer~ urriversai prosperity and har.mony art? 
almost ~ ~ l l j l ~ ? t e l y  linked to interc-ultilrid iutd h1ter-reLigic1us respect, h~tes~l~iinge aid even inte.r- 
inar.riafir!btween enetni~s of brtncr eras, our shart~d world n w d s  atrother paltern lo bc 
dcmnnstrated and considered. 
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W~ile thc residue frmn inp~shcespcrptrctted _uomc~itnes in thi? guise L$ fajth in  past eras ~vntitlus 
t c ~  bc manifest amone, the pe~ylcs nl' Hawaij, ti~ete are few it any places in the world wlwtc the 
degree of! tranxendcncc. so far attamid here 1 . ~ 1 ~  bwn experimxed or duplicated, 

Certainly, tnucl~ mure musl _yet be i t ~ ~ ~ t l l  l~rl idzed by slid among our own papdace fur us to he 
cvnvidered the kind ol priect exm>.ple h i t  we u~.iy,hl prefer, but fhal does not clunir~.i~h. tlze fact 
h t  wc the rtlyrkd pcaples of Hitvvaij may be doing tllc? world tu OISSC~TIF! US in that ccmtinu ing 
pmcress. 

For h a t  reawn alonc, indepndcr~t d any ~ o ~ x c . n x i ~  bcndlts thilt mily yet derive hum such 
efforts, i t  s e m s  tlat lht? imyla~~~axta tinn nf the klih~livt? proposed by lllc resulutiv~~ should k 
adoptcd. 

I nwy be! reached at my oifice or ccUph0~7.P: 284-IWUSd, in t h ~  unlikely cvcnl l h a ~  these cumnc'nl.j 
require further darifimtion. 

Tha~lk you! 


