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Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Committee:

The Department of Hawaiian Home Lands (DHHL) supports the

general intent of H.B. 2704, H.D. 1, as it seeks to establish

uniform oversight of the Ha' iku Valley cul tural preserve in

perpetuity. However, as one of the major landowners of Ha'iku

Valley property, DHHL believes there needs to be more dialogue

with the Office of Hawaiian Affairs to address key issues about

oversight, property conveyance, possible compensation, community

concerns and continuity of existing DHHL commitments with the

Samuel Kamakau Charter School prior to any formation of the

Ha'iku Valley cultural preserve commission.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure.
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House Bill 2704, House Draft 1, establishes the Ha'iku Valley Cultural Preserve Commission to
have policy and management oversight of the Ha'iku Valley cultural preserve. The Department
of Land and Natural Resources (Department) supports the intent of preserving Ha'iku Valley, the
Department nonetheless has strong reservations with the way this measure is presently written.

The Department believes that Ha'iku Valley is an important cultural resource in Hawaii and the
creation of a Ha'iku Valley Cultural Preserve Commission provides a sensitive approach to
appropriately managing the Valley. However, the Department asks that three sections of the bill
be deleted.

§ -6 (6) strips the Department of its powers and duties in regard to approvals pertaining
to the Valley. Section 183C-3(7), Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS) specifically gives the
Board of Land and Natural Resources (Board) the responsibility of establishing and
enforcing land use regulations on within the Conservation District. Since a majority of
the Valley is within the Conservation District, the Department would need to retain its
role in regulating conservation lands within the Valley.

§ -6 (8) strips the Department's Oahu Burial Council of its powers and duties in regards
to proper treatment of burial sites and human skeletal remains found in the valley. The
Department would need to retain its responsibilities under Section 6E-43(b), HRS in this
regard as well.

Finally, § -10 allows the use of the Department's Civil Natural Resources Violations
System to process violations under the newly established chapter under this bill. Since
the Department does not own any land in the Valley, the use of the Department's
violations system would not be applicable.
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Aloha Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee, and members of the
Committee. I am Clyde Namuo, Administrator of the Office of
Hawaiian Affairs.

The Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA) SUPPORTS, with
Amendments, HB 2704, HD1, which would establish the Ha'iku
Valley Cultural Preserve Commission that would have policy
and management oversight of the Ha'iku Valley Cultural
Preserve.

In 2006, the Hawai'i State Legislature passed HCR 278,
HD 1, signifying the intent of the 23rd Legislature to
establish cultural preserves in both Ha'iku and Halawa
valleys as an end result of the Halawa-Luluku
Interpretative Development Plan. OHA has been working with
the Department of Transportation, Department of Hawaiian
Homelands, Department of Land and Natural Resources, the
City and County of Honolulu, the Honolulu Board of Water
Supply, Kamehameha Schools, Queen Emma Foundation and
representatives of 'ohana and other culturally
knowledgeable persons in, and from, these two important
areas, to help effectuate this important goal.

In our report to the 24th legislative session, we
stated that there was a community sentiment for OHA to be a
part of these cultural preserves, and several community
members in the Ha'iku area felt OHA should be the steward
in the Ha'iku Valley. We also stated that several planning
issues needed clarity for good decisions to be made
regarding this cultural preserve. Departmental
jurisdiction and responsibilities, assessment of previous
archaeology studies and integrity of the land, defining
what is meant by "cultural preserve," and resolving access
into Ha'iku Valley are some of the component issues.
Clarity in these and other areas will aid the development
of this cultural preserve.
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Since April 2000, the Halawa-Luluku Interpretive
Development (HLID) project has worked with a working group
of community stakeholders on mitigating the adverse impact
created by construction of the H3 freeway. Within Ha'iku
valley, two heiau sites are the focus of its mitigation,
Kahekili Heiau and Kane arne Kanaloa Heiau. Community
stakeholders have consistently advocated for Ha'iku Valley
being a cultural preserve.

OHA has substantive obligations to protect the
cultural and natural resources of Hawaiyi for its
beneficiaries, the people of this land. Part of this
mission is to identify and protect traditional cultural
landscapes which serve as the last vestiges of meaningful
connections with the ancestors of Hawai'i and the unique
and fragile natural, cultural, and historical resources
these connections rely upon. H.B. 2704, HDl would be a
natural progression of this important kuleana to malama
Ha'iku Valley.

The establishment of the Ha'iku Valley Cultural
Preserve Commission would greatly assist in the protection
and perpetuation of this unique cultural landscape and
heritage center for all the people of Hawai'i and more
importantly, for future generations.

After consulting with our agency partners and
analyzing practical implementation of this proposed
legislation, OHA determined that the following amendments
to our initial bill are warranted to properly effectuate
the goals of this legislation. We urge the Committee to
remove the following sections of the HDl for a proposed
House Draft 2:

1. From § -6 under Section 2 of the bill
"Responsibilities and duties of the commission" ­
remove subsection (6), which would have removed
the powers and duties of the Board of Land and
Natural Resources and the Land Use Commission
regarding permits pertaining to the valley, and
remove subsection (8), which would have removed
the O'ahu Island Burial Council from decision­
making on burials and iwi kupuna found in the
valley; and

2. Remove all of § -10 under Section 2 of the bill
"Administrative violation system" - which would
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have moved the enforcement and administration of
civil and criminal violations from the Board of
Land and Natural Resources.

OHA also urges that your Committee shorten § -11
"Transfer" under Section 2 of the bill to say simply, "Upon
its conveyance to the office, all terms, conditions,
agreements, and laws affecting the valley shall remain in
effect unless expressly terminated." The existing
references to OHA holding the land in trust and
transferring management and control to a sovereign entity
are not necessary for purposes of creating this preserve.

The inadvertent inclusion of these sections in our
original draft of the bill probably resulted from modeling
the bill too closely on Chapter 6K, HRS (Kaho'olawe Island
Reserve). We regret any confusion that we may have caused,
and strongly urge the deletions proposed above.

In addition, in the first paragraph of subsection (a)
of § -5 under Section 2 of the bill "Commission," we urge
the Committee to change the number of commission members
from eight to nine to match the number of members stated in
the remainder of the subsection.

Also, we urge that in Section 3 of the bill, page 13,
line 14, "valley" be changed to "valley cultural preserve."

OHA urges the Committee to PASS H.B. 2704, HD 1, with
the above amendments. Thank you for the opportunity to
testify.
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TO: REP. MARCUS OSHIRO, CHAIR
& MEMBERS
COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

FROM: LEIALOHA ROCKY KALUHIWA
Lifetime Resident ofHe'eia Ahupua'a
}:C" clan Fo~:.nd?tion President

~;UB.rEcT: H.B. 2704, RELATING TO HA'IKlJ VALLEY

As a lifetime resident of the He'eia ahupua'a, and on behalfof the Ko'olau Foundation, I
wish to speak in strong support of House Bill 2704, House Draft 1, to establish a cultural
preserve for this very important'aina.

As a keiki 0 ka' aina, and on behalfof our kupa' aina ofHa' iku, Our kupa' aina families,
who lived there on kuleana lands for over 200 years, still reside on Ha'iku Road and in
He'eia.

The Ko'olau Foundation was formed many years ago by members of our community who
were deeply concerned about the potential effects of building H-3 upon our Ko'olaupoko
area. Through the years, our name and mission have evolved, and our primary objective
today is to perpetuate and preserve our Hawaiian culture and traditions by advocating for
historic preservation and promoting educational programs.

In the rnid-1990s, when the Coast Guard first announced their plans to close down the
OMEGA Station, the Ko'olau Foundation held public meetings to [md out what our
community's vision and desires were for the future ofHa'iku.

Their mana'o has been incorporated into our Ulumahiehie, our Vision for Ha'iku Valley,
preserving the heritage of native Hawaiians by utilizing the ahupua' a as a learning
environment.

Among our hopes for this cultural preserve are some ofthe following:

• Deveioping a cultural and environmental education program through partnerships
with area schools, cultural organizations, the University of Hawai'i and others.



..

• Restoring the valley as a healing center by removing alien species and planting
native Hawaiian herbs, plants, shrubs and trees - as this area was once known as
our "hospital" for residents of Ko'olaupoko - and providing a place for kahuna
la'au lapa'au.

• Establishing planting areas for local hula halau, where they could grow their own
greens instead of gathering from kapu forest reserves.

• Establishing a new trail system.

• Providing a venue for cultural and community events, such as makahiki
competitions and festivals, hula and slack-key music events, chant and craft
demonstrations, and other activities.

• . Ultimately, thrmigh an extensive nationwide fundroising drive, to convert the
01'vlEGA Stath.Hl into 'i n.:w Ko 'olau Museum which wI'uia house interpretive
displays and at-tifacts taken from H-3 construction, honor the rJstv:ry and heritage
of Ko' olaupoko, and celebrate the importance of the military's OMEGA Station

...... itself. The OMEGA Station was one of only 7 stations that communicated all
over the world with aircraft and ships at sea.

In closing, mahalo for your patience in letting me share our mana '0 on our vision for this
cultural preserve. Again, I urge you to pass this bill and support its funding to make this
wonderful cultural and natural resource available to our community once again.

P. O. BOX 4749
Kane'ohe, HI 96744

Ph. 286-7955
rockvfromheeiaCZi!aol.com



To: \Vater Land Use Committee Chainnal1 Rep. Ken Ito. Vice-Chairman Rep. Jon
~ / ~

R. Karamatsu and Committee J\1embers, and Finance Committee Chairman Rep.
Marcus R. Oshiro, Vice-Chain11all Rep. Iv1arilyn B. Lee and Committee lvIembers.

C~,-~Y4;'J31-;;~'-"-"~~--"-"""~'~--'~ ~ -"--' ,.,_..-,.__..._~_.------,_ ..,.."",... _.",., ....,,---_.-"---'--"'-'"""---- ,.

Re: HB2704 HDI: Establishes the Ha'iku Valley cultural preserve commission to
exercise policy and management oversight of the Ha'iku Valley cultural preserve.

From: Paulette A. Tam, ConcemedKaneohe Resident;~.0 Box 4787, Kaneohe,
O h H n' - 96744- 'j D o-",,,-. , PI-; 1 <7;".,1-,,-,n ,-,r"-,, /l~.-·a u, aWall, ,emal 1 ~ct<;l j_,~~ ~;';'C"~jl.-,v.I."~'li'. l i!LJ'j:/"<

I support HB2704 HDl, because ample time was given to the City and County of
Honolulu, former Mayor Jeremy Harris and :tvlanaging Director Ben Lee to submit
or make available to the public their administrations: written 11aster Financial
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TO: REP. MARCUS OSHIRO, CHAIR
AND MEMBERS
HOUSE COMMITTEE FINANCE

FROM: CAROLINE HALUALANI BRIGHT
Kupa'aina of Ha'iku Valley
Kupuna, Komomua 'Ohana

SUBJECT: Support for House13m No. 2704, H.D. 1, Establishing Ha'iku Valley Preserve

The lands at Ha' iku Valley were given to my ancestors, ChiefKomomua and High Chiefess
Koaomokumoku 0 He'eia, centuries ago by Kamehameha the First. Our extended family, all of
their descendants, now numbers in the thousands. Some of our family members lived up mauka,
in the valley, and were relocated further makai of the valley until the 1940s, when the military
came in to build the Naval Station up there.

I know this valley is very sacred to our people, because it has many burials and heiau throughout
the area. I am 83 years old and I remember, as a young girl, my grandmother was a healer. She
would send my uncle up into the valley, and I would go with him to gather medicinal plants. She
would send my aunty to the ocean to gather plants from the sea, and would combine the plants to
make medicine for our people.

So I feel this valley is veIY important and should be set aside as a preserve, to protect our cultural
areas and the Hawaiian plants that I know are still in there, hidden behind the bamboo. My tutu
told me that some Hawaiian plants can only be found in their own natural environment, and
would only grow there and no where else.

I support this bill, and ask only that you include add enough money to start this cultural preserve.

Mahalo for this opportunity to give my testimony.
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Rep. Marcus Oshiro, Chair, and Members
House Finance Committee

Mahealani Cypher, President
Ko 'olaupoko Hawaiian Civic Club

L

Subject: Support for H.B. 2704, H.D. I, Relating to Ha'iku Valley

Aloha mm kakou The Ko'oJaupoko Hawallan Civic Club strongiy supports House BiB 2/04,
House Draft 1, which would create the Ha'iku Valley Cultural Preserve Commission and
initiate the process of establishing a preserve in Ha'iku Valley.

While we understand that the Legislature and the Administration are struggling this year with
the many demands on our state budget, we urge you to pass and fund this important legislation.
The people of Kane' ohe have quietly observed millions of dollars being allocated to other
communities for land conservation or other purposes, and we are thinking - are we doing all we
can to safeguard our own lands of value and importance to our people?

We have come to realize that, in Kane'ohe, we really do have a special place which should be
protected and restored to as an important cultural, environmental and educational resource: this
valley known as Ha'iku. It has such great potential benefit not just to the keiki of our area, for
the large Windward communities from Makapu'u to Kahuku, and for all the people of this
state.

Already eligible for the national register of historic places is the OMEGA Station. It was one
of only eight such communications facilities in the world which transmitted signals to aircraft
and ships at sea. Ever since the state received control of the property from the Coast Guard
some years ago, the buildings on this property have not been safeguarded and there has been
extensive damage and vandalism done to the building.

Passage ofthis bill will enable us to work to secure the building and property from further
vandalism, and to develop the entire area s a rich, cultural, and living learning environment in
for cultural, environmental and educational purposes. Its proximity to a large urban community
ensures its availability and benefit to the surrounding population for positive uses.

Please support this bill, and provide adequate funding to enable this cultural preserve to be
established. Mahalo.

P. O. Box 664
Kaneohe, HI 96744
Ph. (808) 226-4195
koolaupokohcc.org


