HAWAII NATIONAL GUARD ENLISTED ASSOCIATION
3949 DIAMOND HEAD ROAD ¥
Honolulu, Hawaii 96816-4495 v

March 31, 2008

To:  Rosalyn Baker, Chair, Ways And Means Committee
Shan Tsutsui, Vice Chair, Ways And Means Committee

From: SrA Malosi Toilolo
169 ACWS

Subject: TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB 2605 RELATING TO THE ARMED SERVICES

Chairwoman, Vice Chair and distinguished members of the Committee, I appreciate the
opportunity to testify in support of HB 2605, which will provide an exemption of vehicle taxes
and registration fees for Hawaii National Guard and reserve members. I want to take advantage
of this opportunity to discuss this important benefit as it relates to our State Guardsmen.

This bill will help balance the out of pocket cost to guardsmen and it is a key to improving
recruitment and retention in the Guard and Reserves. The financial help will also show that the
state recognizes the commitment of the guardsmen and reservists to our State, its citizens, and
our nation.

We all know that the cost of living and the living wage in Hawaii is disproportionately high in
comparison to the average income. For most families, any financial help is greatly appreciated,
and in the case of the guardsmen, who make personal sacrifices on behalf of the state, the
financial help would also honor their commitment and recognize their efforts.

In Hawaii, we are fortunate to have a balanced force of Guardsmen throughout our state with
National Guard being present on almost every island. In the last few years, we have seen that
you can count on the Guard to respond quickly and effectively across a wide range of natural or
man-made disasters, with Soldiers and Airmen trained and equipped to deal with any emergency
that may threaten the citizens of Hawaii and our guests.

As beneficiaries of their courageous and dedicated service, the people of this State bear a special
responsibility toward United States military forces, and I hope that you choose to honor that
responsibility today.

Thank you for your commitment and dedication to the well-being of our State and the guardsmen
that defend it.

SrA Malosi Toilolo
169 ACWS
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From: Adams Duran SSgt 154 MXS/MXMTC-17 [duran.adams@hihick.ang.af.mil]
Sent:  Tuesday, April 01, 2008 7:05 AM

To: testimony '

Subject: 2008032702 Template Testimony Letter for HB 2605

HAWAII NATIONAL GUARD ENLISTED ASSOCIATION
3949 DIAMOND HEAD ROAD
- Honolulu, Hawaii 96816-4495

March 28, 2008

To:  Rosalyn Baker, Chair, Ways And Means Committee
Shan Tsutsui, Vice Chair, Ways And Means Committee

From: Duran Adams
154 MXS/HIANG

Subject: TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB 2605 RELATING TO THE ARMED SERVICES

Chairwoman, Vice Chair and distinguished members of the Committee, I appreciate the opportunity to
testify in support of HB 2605, which will provide an exemption of vehicle taxes and registration fees for
Hawaii National Guard and reserve members. I want to take advantage of this opportunity to discuss
this important benefit as it relates to our State Guardsmen.

This bill will help balance the out of pocket cost to guardsmen and it is a key to improving recruitment
and retention in the Guard and Reserves. The financial help will also show that the state recognizes the
commitment of the guardsmen and reservists to our State, its citizens, and our nation.

We all know that the cost of living and the living wage in Hawaii is disproportionately high in
comparison to the average income. For most families, any financial help is greatly appreciated, and in
the case of the guardsmen, who make personal sacrifices on behalf of the state, the financial help would
also honor their commitment and recognize their efforts.

In Hawaii, we are fortunate to have a balanced force of Guardsmen throughout our state with National
Guard being present on almost every island. In the last few years, we have seen that you can count on
the Guard to respond quickly and effectively across a wide range of natural or man-made disasters, with
Soldiers and Airmen trained and equipped to deal with any emergency that may threaten the citizens of
Hawaii and our guests.

As beneficiaries of their courageous and dedicated service, the people of this State bear a special
responsibility toward United States military forces, and I hope that you choose to honor that
responsibility today.

Thank you for your commitment and dedication to the well-being of our State and the guardsmen that
defend it.

Duran Adams
154 MXS/HIANG

4/1/2008
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HAWAII AIR NATIONAL GUARD
HEADQUARTERS 154™ WING

March 28, 2008

MEMORANDUM FOR SENATOR ROZ BAKER

FROM: 169 ACWS, HAWAII AIR NATIONAL GUARD, Alpha Flight

SUBJECT: HB 2605

As members of the 169ACWS, Hawaii Air National Guard, we humbly request that you please
heat a part of the 2008 Military Appreciation Package - House Bill 2605; allowing for the
sxemption of vehicle taxes and registration fees for members of the National Guard and Reserves

to be heard in your respective committees.

As budget dollars for the Department of Defense continue to shrink, our ability to recruit to
sustain membership in our Armed Forces faces uphill challenges every day. These types of
incentives enhances our chances of competitively securing a more stable force by offering breaks
in vehicle tax and registration fees. Additionally, it rewards our current members by providing &
force that is charged of being the protectors of freedom that many others may not choose to do.
It allows our members of the Hawaii National Guard the ability to possess the tools necessary in
providing recruitment packages that give us an edge on the competition and for those members
currently serving, a tax/fee break of "thanks" for what they do, day in and day out.

Our airmen and soldiers in the Hawaii National Guard have provided outstanding service to our
island State and respectfully request to have HB 2605 heard in the Ways and Means Committee.
Our long standing service is particularly noteworthy, especially during natural disasters and state
emergencies. We serve along with the State/City & County First Responders in nurturing a safe
and secure environment that we call Paradise.

CRAIG TSUTSUI, MAJ., HIANG

TROY UNEBASAMI CAPT, HIANG
BRADLEY SPENCER, MSGT, HIANG
SELWYN VALENCIANO, MSGT, HIANG
NAPUA SUGAI, MSGT, HIANG

LISA DOOM, TSGT, HIANG

AMBROSE SAMALA, TSGT, HIANG
KENNETH EVANS, S8GT, HIANG
MARCUS ARINCORAYAN, SSGT, HIANG
CHAD SHINKAWA, SSGT, HIANG
JAMES SPEAR, SRA, HIANG

ANGEL PASCUAL, SRA, HIANG
FRANCHESCA PAUU, SRA, HIANG
BRENDON VILLA-HASHIMOTO, SRA,
HIANG
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April 1, 2008

Honorable Rosalyn H. Baker
Chair
Committee on Ways and Means

Dear Senator Baker:

| am in support of House Bill 2605 HD1, A Bill for an Act Relating to the Armed Services
and humbly request your support to a favorable outcome not only for the many reasons
that have already been voiced, but on a personal level for many of our military service
men and women who live, work and serve our state and nation on the outer islands.

Please consider the full spectrum of our commitment and of those who will follow when
we leave military service.

Mahalo for your consideration and the job you do,

Sincerely,

X Jr., Sentor Master Sergeant, Hawaii Air National Guard
First Sergeant '
291 Combat Communications Squadron
Hilo, Hawaii 96720



B84/01/2088 B6:23 8084493763 PACAF AdMYA PAGE

HAWAIINATIONAL GUARD ENLISTED ASSOCIATION

3949 DIAMOND HEAD ROAL

82

Honolulu, Hawaii 96816-4495 b ""w ﬁ*«»

March 31. 2008

To: Rosalyn Baker. Chair, Ways And Means Commitee
Shan Tsutsui. Vice Chair, Wavs And Means Commitice

From: Salvador Baltazar, MSgt
134 AMXS. HIANG

Subject: TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF 1B 2605 RELATING 'O THI ARMED SIERVICES

Chairwoman, Vice (hair and distinguished members of the Committee. | uppreciate the
opportunity to testily in support of H13 2605, which will provide an exemption of vehicle taxes
and registration fees for Hawaii National Guard and reserve members. | wang to {ake advantage
of this opportunity 10 discuss this important benefir as it relates 1o our State Guardsmen.

This bill will help balance the ot of packer cost 1o guardsmen and 1t 15 a key 1o improving
recruitment and retention in the Cuard and Reserves. The financial help will also show that the
state recognizes the commitment of the guardsmen and reseevists o our Sue. its citizehs, and
uur pation,

We all know that the cost ol living and the living, wage in | lawaii is disproportionately high in
comparison to the average income. For most families. any linancial help is preatly appreciated.
and in the case of the guardsmen. who make personal sacrtfices on bebalf of the statc, the
lnancial help would also honor their commitment und recognize their efforts,

In Hawaii, we are fortunate 10 have a balanced force ol Guardsmen throughout our state with
National (fuard heing present on almost cvery island. In the last fow years. we have seen that
You can count on the Creard o respond quickly and eflectively across a wide range of natural or
man-made disasters. with Soldiers and Airmen trained and cquipped 1o deal with any cmergency
thal may threaten the citizens ol Hawaii and our LUCSLS,

As heneficiaries of their courageous and dedicated service, the people of this State bear s special
responsibility toward United States military lorces, and | hope that vou choose to honor 1hat
responsibility woday.

Thank vou for your commitment and dedication 1o the welt-being of our State and the goardsmen
that defend it.

Salvador Baltazar, MSgp1.
154 AMXS, HIANG



