Testimony Presented Before the
House Committee on Higher Education
January 29, 2008 at 2:40 pm
by
Karen C. Lee
Interim Associate Vice President for Student Affairs, University of Hawai‘i System

HB 2585 — Relating to Graduate Loan Programs
Chair Chang, Vice Chair Bertram, and Members of the Committee:

The purpose of HB 2585 Relating to Graduate Loan Programs, is to establish a
five-year pilot loan program and special fund for qualified students in the areas of
physical therapy, occupational therapy, speech language pathology, and school
psychology. Qualified individuals must also agree to work in those fields in the State of
Hawai'i for at least three years after completion of the graduate program.

The University of Hawai'i appreciates the intent of the Legislature to provide
financial support to students who wish to become rehabilitation therapists and
incentives to work in the State of Hawai'i. However, the University cannot support this
bill because of the extensive administrative hardship this will place on our various
offices to track non-UH students in their programs and beyond graduation over three
years, and to administer such a loan. With our current capacity of staffing and
resources, we would not be able to develop and maintain such a program at the
appropriate level.

The private banking and loan industry sector may be a more appropriate place in
which to initiate such a program. With limited resources, the University would not be
able to adequately administer the program as would a private corporation.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this bill.
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Chair Chang and Members of the House HED Committee:

I am Virginia Tully, OTR, and President of OTAH. The Occupational Therapy Association of Hawaii (OTAH)
represents 507 occupational therapists (OTs) licensed in Hawaii. OT’s work in many settings throughout the
State, including hospitals, schools, and prisons, to private facilities and community programs. We work with
very young children, ages 0-3, as well as school aged children, adults, and the elderly, seeking to restore or
develop social-emotional, physical, cognitive, communication and adaptive behavior challenges.

Through understanding of the effect of the consumer’s disability, illness and impairment, the occupational
therapist develops a program that will promote development and establish needed skills to be independent in
daily living activities. Daily living skills include self-care such a bathing, dressing, and skills required for
learning, work or social interaction. Often times, OTs must design/fabricate special devices or suggest
modification to the home environment.

Rehabilitation of traumatic brain injuries is a long-term process. Families, educators, and general public
continue to need education about traumatic brain injury and its residual effects on the individual's ability to be
independent at home and in the community.

There are Hawaii students interested in OT or PT education but find the cost prohibitive. Thus, they often enroll
in another health care related program in Hawaii. The forgiving of X % of the loan is a good incentive to
interested students.

Currently, OT and PT professions require a Master's degree at entry. Upon completion of the educational
requirements of a program, students must complete a clinical internship. This can be up to 6 months after
completion of the educational program. After completing the clinical internship, OTs must take a nationally
administered certification examination. Hawaii state law requires successful completion of the certification
examination before employment.

Allowing 6 months after graduation to begin repayment may be too soon. It depends as to when the school
graduates the student. These cases may fall in the exception to the rule. Rather than 6 months after graduation,
consider 6 months after initial employment as an occupational therapist (OTR).

On page 2, lines 21-22, and page 3, lines 1-4, it states that programs are "approved by the board of physical
therapy, the director of commerce and consumer affairs, and the board of speech pathology....." Occupational
therapy doesn't have a board under DCCA. We propose the amended language: "graduation from an accredited
occupational therapy educational program recognized by the National Board for Certification in Occupational
Therapy.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony. I can be reached at 544-3336 if further information is
needed.
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Representative Jerry L. Chang, Chair
Representative Joe Bertram I1I, Vice Chair
Committee on Higher Education
Twenty-fourth Legislature

State Capitol

415 S. Beretania Street

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Subject: In support of House Bill (HB) 2585

Adminishraiive Offices

710 Gresn Sweet

Honoluiu, Hawai'i 74813
Phone: 808,536.1015

Toll Free: 888.241.7450

Fox: 808.536.3765
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Dear Representative Chang, Representative Bertram and Committee on Higher

Education: ~

I am the parent of a child with autism spectrum disorder. | am writing in strong
support of HB 2585, relating to Rehabilitative and Related Services Graduate

School Loan Program.

My child received early intervention services through Easter Seals Hawaii. Early
intervention services assist children between birth and age three reach age
appropriate developmental skills and aid families in achieving their goals for their

Mark Mathesar children. These services are provided by physical therapists, occupational
oA therapists, speech-language pathologists, and special educators. My child and
Yoy Osen family have benefited from the services of highly qualified and dedicated
Don Robios professionals who support my child’s development.
et
tee Wisan I support this bill as it will improve opportunities for students to earn graduate
rod degrees in physical therapy, occupational therapy, speech-language pathology, or
Emeritus school psychology and return to Hawaii to work. The bill will allow students to
borrow up to $10,000 per academic year. The total loan will be forgiven if the
student returns to Hawaii and works for the State or non-profit agency or health
care organization for at least three years after praduvation. This bill will help
increase the number of available therapists to serve Hawaii’s children and adults
with developmental delays or disabilities.
I ask you to support HB 2585.
Sincerely,
M. Suzanne Sylvester-Palumbo, DVM
Board of Directors
Easter Seals Hawaii
JAN-28-2088 B2:15PM  FAX:888 536 3765 ID:REP BERTRAM
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Representative Jerry L. Chang, Chair
Representative Joe Bertram III, Vice Chair
Committee on Higher Education
Twenty-fourth Legislature

State Capitol

415 S. Beretania Street

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Subject: In support of House Bill (HB) 2585

Administrative Offices
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Honolulu, Hawai'i 76813
Phone: 808.534.1015

Toll Frea: 888.241.7450

Fax: 808.536.3765
www.gosTersealshawaii.org

Dear Representative Chang, Representative Bertram and Committee on Higher

Education:

I am the parent of a child with special needs. I am writing in strong support of HB
2585, relating to Rehabilitative and Related Services Graduate School Loan

Program.

My child received early intervention services through Easter Seals Hawaii since my
child was four months old. Early intervention services assist children between birth
and age three reach age appropriate developmental skills and aid families in
achieving their goals for their children. These services are provided by physical
therapists, occupational therapists, speech-language pathologists, and special
educators, My child and family have benefited from the services of highly qualified

and dedicated professionals who support my child’s development.

I support this bill as it will improve opportunities for students to earn graduate
degrees in physical therapy, occupational therapy, speech-language pathology, or
school psychology and return to Hawaii to work. The bill will allow students to
borrow up to $10,000 per academic year. The total loan will be forgiven if the
student returns to Hawaii and works for the State or non-profit agency or health
care organization for at least three years after graduation. This bill will help
increase the number of available therapists to serve Hawaii’s children and adults

with developmental delays or disabilities.
T ask you to support HB 2585.

Sincerely,

S A Bert—

san Berk
Board of Directors
Easter Seals Hawaii

PAGE:BB3 R=18B%
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Assistive Tachnology Twentyafourth Legislature
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Family Support Services .

Program Subject: In support of House Bill (HB) 2585

Kailua Early Intervention ) ) ) i
Program Dear Representative Chang, Representative Bertram and Committee on Higher Education:

Kapolei Early intervention . -
Program On behalf of Easter Seals Hawaii and the thousands of families we have served over the past 62

years of our existence in the state, ] am submitting testimony in STRONG SUPPORT of the
passage of HB 2585. The bill will allow students to borrow up to $10,000 per academic year. The
Partnarships in Communlty  rotal loan will be forgiven if the student returns to Hawaii and works for the State or a non-profit
Living Program . . .

agency or health care organization for at least three years after graduation.

O ahu Support Services

Sultan Early Intervention

Progrém Early Intervention services are mandared by federal law and waiting lists are not permirted — all

Youth Services Program identified infants/toddlers and families must be served within mandated timelines. The

Waipaiu Early Intarvention Departmel?t of H_e_al}h (DOH_) contracts private providers such as Easter Seals Hawaii fo provi.de
Program these services utilizing physical therapists, occupational therapists, speech language pathologists,

special educators and social workers One of the major challenges in providing these types of
services is the limited number of qualified professionals available in Hawaii. The pool of

KauAt therapists with the highest professional standards must be increased.

Kaua'i Early
Intervention Program

HB 2585 will improve opportunities for students to earn graduate degrees in physical therapy,
Kaua'i Suppert Services occupational therapy (undergraduate okay), speech-language pathology, or school psychology and
return to Hawati to work. This bill will help increase the number of available therapists to serve

Kauw'i Youth Services - ) ; . el
; Hawaii’s children and adults with developmental delays or disabilities.

HAWAI T would like to offer an amendment to the bill to allow an undergraduate degree in Occupational
Hilo Early Therapy be included in the bill as a bachelor’s degree is authorized to perform services in Hawaii.
WRervesion Frograr Also, I strongly suggest that the language be changed to ensure that employment requirements
Hilo Support include any state agency, a nonprofit providing services under a state contract, and a nonprofit
Services Program healthcare organization.

Milo Youth Services
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in STRONG SUPPORT of HB 2585.1 can

also be reached at 536-10135, for any further questions or comments.
MAUI COUNTY

Adult Day Health Program Smcerely,

at Hale Hauoli

Support Services Program W’
Partperships in Community

Lving Program Norman T. Kawakami,

Sr. VP of Operations

Youth Services

JAN-2B-2UBE B2:16PM  FAX:888 536 3765 ID:REP BERTRAM PAGE: B804 R=108*
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Representative Jerry L. Chang, Chair
Representative Joe Bertram 11, Vice Chair
Commitiee on Higher Education
Twenty-fourth Legislature

State Capitol

415 S. Beretania Street

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Subject: In support of House Bill (HB) 2585
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Fex: 80B.534.3765

www.easterseaishawai.org

Dear Representative Chang, Representative Bertram and Committee on Higher

Education:

I am the parent of a child with CMV who is deaf and multi-handicapped. I am
writing in strong support of HB 2585, relating to Rehabilitative and Related

Services Graduate School Loan Program.

Mark Felimer

Sor Bonckbx My child received early intervention services through Easter Seals Hawaii since my

gt child was eight months old. Early intervention services assist children between

e i birth and age three reach age appropriate developmental skills and aid families in

ek Mafndson achieving their gogls for their cl:lruldren. These services are pr9v1ded by physmal

Dean Nagatosni therapists, occupational therapists, speech-language pathologists, and special

gt i e educators. My child and family have benefited from the services of highly qualified

Don Robbs and dedicated professionals who support my child’s development.

Mike Trapasso

Alan Wong

Lo Wison I support this bill as it will improve opportunities for students to earn graduate
4 degrees in physical therapy, occupational therapy, speech-language pathology, or
red lda .

Emneritus school psychology and return to Hawaii to work. The bill will allow students to
borrow up to $10,000 per academic year. The total loan will be forgiven if the
student returns to Hawaii and warks for the State or non-profit agency or health
care organization for at least three years after graduation. This bill will help
increase the number of available therapists to serve Hawaii’s children and adults
with developmental delays or disabilities.

I ask you to support HB 25835.
Sipgerely
eting Director, Kamehameha Investment
ard ¢gf Directors
Easter Seals Hawaii
JAN-28-2008 @2:16PM  FAX:808 536 3765 ID:REP BERTRAM
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Representative Jerry L. Chang, Chair
Representative Joe Bertram 111, Vice Chair
Committee on Higher Education
Twenty-fourth Legislature

Board of Directors

Terri Fujii
Chair

, Sultan, .
e State Capitol

Mathew ew 415 S. Beretania Street
2nd Vice Chair Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Rhonda 8. Block, Ph.D
Secrian Subject: In support of House Bill (HB) 2585
Farvay menderson. Jn

Assh. Secretary Dear Representative Chang, Representative Bertram and Committee on Higher

Caneton Willioms Edu cati on:

Traasurer

Crristopher Dang

AT, Treqsurer
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[ am amember of the Board of Directors of Easter Seals Hawaii. I am writing in
strong support of HB 25835, relating to Rehabilitative and Related Services Graduate
School Loan Program.

Early intervention services assist children between birth and age three reach age
appropriate developmental skills and aid families in achieving their goals for their
children. Easter Seals Hawaii has provided early intervention services for over 60
years, utilizing physical therapists, occupational therapists, speech-langnage
pathologists, and special educators. One of the major challenges in providing these

Yolary o San types of services is the limited number of qualified physical therapists, occupational
Dan Ranbs therapists, and speech-language pathologists available in Hawaii. The pool of

AW therapists with the highest professional standards must be increased.

Lea Wison

—— I support this bill as it will improve opportunities for students to earn graduate

Emeritus degrees in physical therapy, occupational therapy, speech-language pathology, or
school psychology and return to Hawaii to work. The bill will allow students to
borrow up to $10,000 per academic year. The total loan will be forgiven if the
student returns to Hawaii and works for the State or a non-profit agency or health
care organization for at least three years after graduation. This bill will help
increase the number of available therapists to serve Hawaii’s children and adults

with developmental delays or disabilities.
[ ask you to support HB 2585.

Sincerely,

Anr L0 Mb

Francis Lia, MD
Board of Directors
Easter Seals Hawaii

JAN-28-20B8 82: 16PM  FAX:8B8 536 3765 ID:REP BERTRAM PAGE: BB R=100%
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January 28, 2008

Representative Jerry L. Chang, Chair
Representative Joe Bertram IIL, Vice Chair
Committee on Higher Education
Twenty-fourth Legislature

State Capitol

415 3. Beretania Street

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Subject: In support of House Bill (HB) 2585

Dear Representative Chang, Representative Bertram and Committee on Higher
Education:

Iam a member of the Board of Directors of Easter Seals Hawaii. I am writing in
strong support of HB 2585, relating to Rehabilitative and Related Services Graduate
School Loan Program.

Early intervention services assist children between birth and age three reach age
appropriate developmental skills and aid families in achieving their goals for their
children. Easter Seals Hawaii has provided early intervention services for over 60
vears, utilizing physical therapists, occupational therapists, speech-language
pathologists, and special educators. One of the major challenges in providing these
types of services is the limited number of qualified physical therapists, occupational
therapists, and speech-language pathologists available in Hawaii. The pool of
therapists with the highest professional standards must be increased.

I support this bill as it will improve opportunities for students to earn graduate
degrees in physical therapy, occupational therapy, speech-language pathology, or
school psychology and return to Hawaii to work. The bill will allow students to
borrow up to $10,000 per academic year. The total loan will be forgiven if the
student returns to Hawaii and works for the State or a non-profit agency or health
care organization for at least three years after gradvation. This bill will help
increase the number of available therapists to serve Hawaii’s children and adults
with developmental delays or disabilities. ‘

I ask you to support HB 2585.
Sincerely,

Rhonda S. Blac

Professor of Special Education, University of Hawaii
Board of Directors
Easter Seals Hawaii

FRX:808 S36 3765 ID:REP BERTRAM PAGE:BB7 R=180%
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Representative Jerry L. Chang, Chair
Representative Joe Bertram I, Vice Chair
Committee on Higher Education

enel Twenty-fourth Legislature
v e State Capitol

T — 415 S. Beretania Street
2nd Vice Chair Honolula, Hawaii 96813

Rhonda §. Black, Ph.D

Secrefory

Harvey Henderson, Jr.

Assh Secretary

Corgten Wiliagms

Subject: In support of House Bill (HB) 2585

Dear Representative Chang, Representative Bertram and Committee on Higher
Education:

Treqsurer

Chris- D g e Vi v .

Asst. Toasurer Iam amember of the Board of Directors of Easter Seals Hawaii. I am writing in
SuB Bent strong support of HB 25885, relating to Rehabilitative and Related Services Graduate

Ron Branavold
Anna Flante-Snaed

School Loan Program.

Mark Feimet

?é‘?fn:e:?frfn Early intervention services assist children between birth and age three reach age
HAlan s appropriate developmental skills and aid families in achieving their goals for their
tonylee children. Easter Seals Hawaii has provided early intervention services for over 60
Mark MaTheson years, utilizing physical therapists, occupational therapists, speech-language

rinet ot i pathologists, and special educators. One of the major challenges in providing these
Vol ibon types of services is the limited number of qualified physical therapists, occupational
Don Robos therapists, and speech-language pathologists available in Hawaii, The pool of

proeedcc o therapists with the highest professional standards must be increased.

Lee Wiksen

e da I support this bill as it will improve opportunities for students to earn gradunate
Emeritus degrees in physical therapy, occupational therapy, speech-language pathology, or

JAN-28-2008 82: 16PM

school psychology and return to Hawaii to work. The bill will allow students to
‘borrow up to $10,000 per academic year. The total loan will be forgiven if the
student returns to Hawaii and works for the State or a non-profit agency or health
care organization for at least three years after graduation. This bill will help
increase the number of available therapists to serve Hawaii's children and adults
with developmental delays or disabilities.

T ask you to support HB 2585,

Sincerely,

i o st

Henderson, Jr.
Board of Directors
Easter Seals Hawaii

FAX:888 536 3765 ID:REP BERTRAM PAGE : BB3
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January 28, 2008

Representative Jerry L. Chang, Chair
Representative Joe Bertram 111, Vice Chair
Committee on Higher Education
Twenty-fourth Legislature

State Capitol

415 S. Beretania Street

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Subject: In support of House Bill (HB) 2585
Dear Representative Chang, Representative Bertram and Committee on Higher Education:

I am a member on the Hawaii 3-5 Transition Task Force which has studied the feasibility of extending
Early Intervention Services beyond the current age limit of three years. I am writing in strong support of
HB 2585 relating to Rehabilitative and Related Services Graduate School Loan Program.

Early intervention services assist children between birth and age three reach age appropriate developmental
skills and aid families in achieving their goals for their children. These services are provided by physical
therapists, occupational therapists, speech-language pathologists, and special educators. The 3-5 Task Force
is exploring the viability of providing similar services for children between the ages of 3-5 years. The 3-5
Task Force confirmed that one of the major challenges in providing these types of services is the limited
number of qualified physical therapists, occupational therapists, and speech-language pathologists available
in Hawaii. The pool of therapists with the highest professional standards must be increased.

I support this bill as it will improve opportunities for students to earn graduate degrees in physical therapy,
occupational therapy, speech-language pathology, or school psychology and return to Hawaii to work. The
bill will allow students to borrow up to $10,000 per academic year. The total loan will be forgiven if the
student returns to Hawaii and works for the State or a non-profit agency or health care organization for at
least three years after graduation. This bill will help increase the number of available therapists to serve
Hawaii’s children and adults with developmental delays or disabilities.

I ask you to support HB 2585.
Sincerely,
Karen L. Jayne

Executive Director
Imua Family Services



